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M
E

R
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N

, M
iss. (A

P
) -

T
hom

as A
lbert T

arrants III of 
M

obile, a self-styled K
u K

lux 
K

lan guerrilla fighter, charged 
from

 his jail cell here W
ednes-

daY
 that the attem

pted bom
bing 

o
f a Jew

ish
 lead

er's h
o
m

e fo
r 

w
h
ich

 lie w
as co

n
v
icted

 last 
w

eek
 w

as p
lan

n
ed

 in
 o

rd
er to

 
ta

k
e
 th

e
 p

re
ssu

re
 fro

m
 th

e
 

bom
ber of a synagogue: 

N
ew

sm
an

 T
erry

 K
eeter o

f 
M

eridian obtained an exclusive 
in

terv
iew

 w
ith

 th
e m

an
 in

 h
is 

fifth-floor cell in the L
auderdale 

C
ounty jail. K

eeter is the first 
m

an outside of T
orrents' fam

ily 
and attorneys to talk w

ith T
ar-

ran
ts sin

ce h
is arrest o

n
 Ju

n
e 

3
0
 fo

llo
w

in
g
 th

e attem
p
ted

 
bom

bing of the hom
e of M

eyer 
D

avidson. 
"I feel it w

as a m
an involved 

in the synagogue bom
bing w

ho 
w

as looking for a scapegoat and 
also

 fo
r th

at larg
e rew

ard
i" 

T
arrants said. H

e referred to a 
rew

ard of nearly $30,000 offered  follow
ing the bom

bing last sum
-

m
er of the T

em
ple B

eth Israel 
at M

erid
ian

 an
d
 a series o

f 
n
ig

h
trid

er attack
s o

n
 N

eg
ro

 
churches in L

auderdale C
ounty. 

SA
Y

S N
O

 W
A

R
N

IN
G

 
W

hen K
eeter asked him

 if he 
w

o
u
ld

 rev
eal th

e n
am

e o
f th

e 
m

an W
ho he thought planned 

the bom
b attem

pt at D
avidson's 

h
o
m

e, T
arran

ts v
ery

 em
p
h
at-

ically replied that he w
ould not. 

'F
erran

te to
ld

 th
e n

ew
s an

 
that he felt officers staked put 
at the D

avidson.  hom
e had plan- 

n
ed

 to
 k

ill ev
ery

o
n
e cau

g
h
t 

th
ere. H

e said
 th

ere w
as n

o
 

w
arning at all before the offi-

cers o
p
en

ed
 fire. In

 T
arran

ts' 
trial, o

fficers testified
 th

ey
 

shouted for the m
an they saw

 
trying to

 p
lace a b

o
x
 o

n
 D

a-
v

id
so

n
's d

riv
ew

ay
 to

 h
alt b

e-
fore they fired. 

"T
he bom

bing w
as arranged 

by a person w
ho w

as in collu-
sio

n
 w

ith
 th

e p
o
lice an

d
 th

e 
F

B
I for the purpose of collect-

in
g
 a rew

ard
, an

d
, to

 p
ro

tect 
their inform

er, they didn't plan 
any survivors from

 the incident 
at M

eyer D
avidson's hom

e," he 
Said. 

K
eeter said the setsion, last-

ing nearly tw
o hours, took place 

at th
e d

o
o
r o

f T
arran

ts' d
rab

 
g
ray

 cell o
n
 th

e fifth
 flo

o
r o

f  

the courthouse, know
n as "high 

five." It is a m
axim

um
 secur- 

ity area w
here T

arrants is kept 
alone under heavy guard. 
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K
eeter said

 th
e y

o
u
n
g
 m

an
 

spoke w
ith him

 freely through 
a g

ratin
g
 in

 th
e d

o
o
r o

f h
is 

cell. T
h
e n

ew
sm

an
 w

as n
o
t 

allow
ed to enter the cell, but he 

said they w
ere alone through-

out the interview
. 

H
e said T

arrants' arm
 Is still 

bandaged from
 the w

ounds he 
received on the night of June 30 
in

 a ru
n
n
in

g
 g

u
n
 b

attle w
ith

 
police. T

w
o officers w

ere w
ound-

ed
 in

 th
e ex

ch
an

g
e, o

n
e crit-

ically
, an

d
 a fo

rm
er Jack

so
n
 

schoolteacher, M
rs. K

athy A
ins-

w
orth, w

as found fatally shot 
on the floorboard of T

arrants' 
car. 

E
arlier W

ednesday, T
arrants' 

attorney indicated they w
ould 

challenge M
ississippi's insanity 

law
. R

oy P
itts of M

eridian and 
T

h
o
m

as H
aas o

f M
o
b
ile said

 
they w

ould file a notice of ap-
peal T

hursday follow
ing the de-

n
ia

l o
f a

 n
e
w

 tria
l m

o
tio

n
 

earlier in
 th

e w
eek

. 
T

arrants had entered  a p
lea  o

f n
o
t g

u
ilty

 b
y
 reaso

n
 o

f in
-

sanity to the attem
pted bom

b-
in

g
 ch

arg
e, b

u
t h

e w
as fo

u
n
d
 

guilty and sentenced to 30 years 
in the state penitentiary, 

,
 


