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FBI Used Cash From Mississippi Jews

$30, 500 Paid to Ambush Klan

ok ?.. [13190
¥ By Jack Nelson
© 1970, Los Angeles Times

MERIDIAN, Miss., Feb. 12—
The FBI and the Meridian po-
lice, bankrolled by an alarmed
Jewish community, paid $36,-

"1500 to two Ku Klux Klan in-

formants to arrange a trap to
catch two young Klan terror-
ists in a bombing attempt, The
Los Angeles Times has
learned.

The trap, sprung in Meridi
an on June 30, 1968, when the

‘Klan members tried to bomb

a Jewish businessman’s home,
resulted in a gun battle in
which a Klanswoman was

killed and a Klansman, a po-

liceman and a bystander were
wounded. The wounded Klans-'
man received a 30-year prison|
sentence, -

The trap was sprung by law
enforcement officials frustrat-
ed over their failure to solve
a series of 17 bombings and
burnings that had terrorized
the Jewish and Negro com-
munities in the Jackson and
Meridian areas of Missisippi
in 1967 and 1968. )

Despite the vicicusness of
the Klan ferror, some observ-
ers believe the Meridian inei-|
dent raxses serious questlonS‘

;as to the proper means to be
‘used by police and the FBI to
solve erimes of violence.
Evidence strongly indicates
that the Klan members whe
made the bombing attempt,
Thomas Albert Tarrants IIT,
21 at the time, and his com-
panion, Kathy Ainsworth, 28,
a school teacher, were lured
into the bombing attempt by
two other Klansmen who were
paid a total of $36,500. A.for-
mer FBI agent who acted as
an intermediary was paid
$2,000, - -
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Policemen who sprang the
trap say they expected a gun
battle and never thought
either Klan member would he
taken alive. They had expected
iwo men fo attempt the bomb-
ing and did not know a woman
would be involved until 45
minutes before it was carried
out.

Most of the mgh’crlder at-
gtacks_m Mississippi were di-
rected against Negro homes
and churches, but the Jewish
community became a target in

ings of a synagague and a
rabbi’s house in Jackson, Jew-
ish leaders, greatly alarmed by
the violence, began raising a
reward fund to try to solve the
crimes. - ’

Despite the reward money
and intensive _investigations,
lawmen were unable to solve
the crimes and the wave of vio-
lence continued. )

On May 27, 1968, a bomb

the fall of 1967 with the bomb- |-

shattered a synagogue at Mer-
idian. Reports that the FBI
knew of Xlan discussions
about plans to bomb a syna-
gogue with women and chil:
dren inside added to an atmos-
phere of fear and tension.
Finally, the FBl1 and the
eridian police decided to use
he reward money to pay the
informants to arrange the
trap, rather than for informa-
tion leading to the arrest and
conviction of the terrorists, as
riginally intended.
error Is Ended
The reign of terror ended
after the shootout. There has
been hardly any violence in
Mississippi, since. And the
White Knights of the Ku-Klux
Klan has virtually disbanded.
At one time in 1968, law en-
forcement officials in Missis-
sippi said the White Knights
were suspected of committing
nine murder and 300 other
violent acts, including homb-
ings, burning and beatings.

Before the Meridian inci-|
dent the situation in Missis-|
sippi was considered so grave|
by the Jewish community that
A1 Botnick, director of the

'Anti-Defamation League’s re-!

gional office in New Orleans, |
helped raise funds to pay the
informers and particiapted in
the original discussion about
the trap with the FBI and thel
police. The ADL is a highly re-
spected organization whose
charter cites an immediate
objective of fighting anti-Sem-

litism and an ultimate purpose

“to secure justice and fair

{freatment to all citizens alike

treatment to all citizens
alike . . ,”

The Times, in checking I~
mors that the Klan members!
had been “set up” for the trap,
interviewed Botnick.in April,
1969. He acknowledged his|
part in helping execute the:
trap, but said he could not
“morally blow the whistle” on,
the FBI and the Meridian po-i




-ADL

|that.”

lice,
Klan violence.

‘It Was A Trap’

Botnick said it was *“logical”
that someone had vma to set|
up the two Klan members, but
he declined to say how much
money was paid and said he
would not ‘want to see the
“involved” in a story
about the Meridian incident.
| “Four guys know I was in on
ithe original planning,” he
mm_m “It was a __Hmm_fwoz know

At that :Bm Botnick mm_m he
had listened to FBI recordings
of a Klansman talking about
blowing ‘up synagogues full of
people—including women and
children, And he quoted czw_
Klansman as saying, :r_z_m

‘tails of how the trap was ar-

ews grow up, to be big Jews
nd kill them while they are
c.:w._m "

U_mn:mmmsm hig osﬁ wmﬁ_ E
raising funds to: arrahge the
trap, ‘Botnick sald, “We were
dealing with animals and T
would do it again.” However,
he mnwucimnmg that s:m:
he learned a woman had b en
killed (the Em: called for two
men to be in the car) it made
him sick: “I threw up when I
hard waht happened that
night.”

Recently, after learning de-

lweeks after the Meridian sy n-

who had wm_vma curb cmﬁémms a Meridian detective jfcar ammﬁnmnmﬂ to Hawkins and |

nd two: FBI. mmmia with' two [other cﬁamu e linked him to|
lansmen “and an’ intermedi-| the. - ¢crime. ~ Hawkins was E_
ary which  hegan within two dicted on a n:mwmm of placing a |
_csac but  has never: ,cmm:_
_E,czmi to trial u

The informants were broth-|’- The' v cm:mran am Hmﬁﬁm:
rs—Raymond  and ' Alton|was - reflected comments
Wayne Roberts, both Emaamnm_amam :m Roy anwm ‘special
of the White Knights of the agent in ¢harge of the FBI of- |
Ku Klux Klan: Since Oﬁowmﬁ_ fice .in mmnwmo:u shortly after a

gogue bombings.

The fact was that in an in-
|terview Chief .Gunn already
had confirmed some of the
majoir facts of thé story and
{had expressed concern about
eEw one thing—the possible
disclosure of the informants’
names. Gunn had arranged for |

| Scarbrough to cooperate with’

:5 Times reporter,

preme FoE,S

the

qu Alton wowmp.nm has been}
Eamn a 10-year sentence, :m?
ing been convicted of a mm&-
eral civil ,EmEum violation in
connection ' with -the - 1067 |
lynching “of ‘three civil rights
workers in Philadelphia, Mis;
(His case-and thoge of  five
other White Knights convicted
at the same'trial are now on
appeal before the cm m.:.

Besides ampm Em mwm mno
moamzm brother &
‘manded and man writtén assur-

ances ‘that they “would, be

church Uo:._gsmm

Thé ‘original deal called. HE.
the brothers to share a totalio
$69,000 and for the intermedi:
ary to receive $10,000, if Tar-
rants and Joe Danny Emiﬁdm
who' the FBI believed to - vm
the top two “hit men,” at-
tempted the bombing. ‘After

#Mrs. Ainsworth took Hawkins’

Emnm_ the amount of the pay-

ranged, the Times interviewed |
Botnick again. He said that he

ent was reduced.

-could not recall much about!Proof Lockins .

the earlier interview, hut that'
the reporter’s recollection |
(from typewritten notes) was
“incorrect.” Told of some am__
the details uncovered by Em_
Times in a lengthy Eﬁmmamm-_
tion, Botnick said, “it’s fantas- |
tic—like maEmEEm out of Or-
well's 1984.” |
Policemen’s Statements - _
However, the Times has doc-!
rEmn_.mQ the arrangements for!
the trap through police wmn,_
rds and statements by some
f the police officers involved.
he arrangements were made

a series of secret meetings!

Although .u._mz.mim and
Hawkins = were suspected of
being responsible for niuch of
the violence that had rocked
Mississippi, lawmen had been
unable to prove that either
man had committed any of the
erimes and had been unahle to
find Tarrants to arrest him on
a fugitive warrant involving
an illegal gun charge.

(Meridian police contended
that even though Hawkins was
not at.the scene of the bomb-
ing attempt, Tarrants’ use of a

ineeded to solve the crimes be.
_S:wm “explosions destroy th

Lnesse

given' immunity ‘from proseci-|
tion in several cases oH Sm,

Scarbrough wrote the re-
uclﬁ. “You are writing about
| vicious, bloodthirsty Klans.
men who .are waiting for cer-

‘synagogue in . Jackson ﬁmmh
cc_.:wa on mmvﬁ Hm 1967,

Nm::mm: Dean, a:.mn::. om

the: Epmmamﬁ? Oozne_ on
‘Human - mm_mwozm_ “recall§
Moore saying that money was

tain names to be made E_EF.
and thete will be retaliation |
by them. You told me that vou
_.wmms_ who the inforimers were,

ut in ¢ase of a libel suit :65
ire only three people who ac-|
EEE know ‘and: we would
have fo'testify that we never!

' . | received any EFH,E&E: ?c&

; Ummn ancﬁmn ooré as say- | :.53 : |
ing that “somébody connected| I

e : “There is never a mga way |
‘with the boimbin m..,ﬁ: be will- __g rmz&m a ammm of nEm th._

evidence and :the .crime
usually are comitted in such
a ‘way that. .%E.m m:m ‘no wit-

5
but this one was handled, in
the only way possible.. .. I sin
cerely hope 'you will see and
understand my position.”

The fact is that otHer Klans: /
men have heen aware for
some time of the role of the
Roberts brothers in arranging’:
the trap. Tarrants' father, -3’
Mobile real estate AEBEma.
has investigatéd the case arid: >
almost from the day of the
‘bombing attempt has asserted”
that his: son was _:mmm_G ene
trapped and has told severak:
| people that the Roberts broths E
lers were the informants. Joe
|Danny Hawkins also rmm said,
he knew the brothers were ::u
rinformants.

NEXT: An ex-FBI agent
|agrees to be an intermediary i
for 810,000 and ¥recruits ftivo"
XE:E:Q to inform® the &
thorities about the zmi gs&
ing namaﬁn :

Emowam«m. _
.OQEEE: Decl amn

«NMaore : mmarﬁmnao comment
publicly on the case, but he
expressed the belief that a
story  disclosing ‘the tacties
used by the FBI and police
would jeopardize their system
of informants and hurt the
cause of law enforcement,

b.. Meridian detective L. I.
Scarbrough, a prinecipal figure.
in the negotiations with the in-
formants, cooperated in help-!
ing _the Times develop the |
facts. But after a reporter
tried to interview Moore, mnE.._
brough wrote the wmucimu ail
amm_mﬁmgn letter saying that
“any release of this case|
should have come from _5._
Moore or the chief of vc:am...
Mr. (Roy) Dcnu : : ! il

ey

ing to: talk ‘for: & price,” but |
that. some. id.not think | =
well of test eoﬁ cma

&
fo
%
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