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MERIDIAN, Miss., Feb. 12—
The FBI and the Meridian po-
lice, bankrolled by an alarmed 
Jewish community, paid $36,-
500 to two Ku Klux Klan in- 
formants to arrange a trap to 

I catch two young Alan terror- 
ists in a bombing attempt, The 

t Los Angeles Times has 
I learned. 

The trap, sprung in Meridi 
an on June 30, 1968, when the 
Klan members tried to bomb 
a Jewish businessman's home, 
resulted in a gun battle in 

1which a Klanswoman was  

killed and a Klansman, a po-
liceman and a bystander were 
wounded. The wounded Klans-
man received a 30-year prison 
sentence, • 

The trap was sprung by law 
enforcement officials frustrat-
ed over their failure to solve 
a series of 17 bombings and 
burnings that had terrorized 
the Jewish and Negro com-
munities in the Jackson and 
Meridian areas of Missisippi 
in 1967 and 1968. 

Despite the vicidusness of 
the Klan terror, some observ-
ers believe the Meridian inci-
dent raises serious questions  

as to the proper, means to he 
used by police and the FBI to 
solve crimes of violence. 

Evidence strongly indicates 
that the Klan members who 
made the bombing attempt, 
Thomas Albert Tarrants III, 
21 at the time, and his com-
panion, Kathy Ainsworth, 26, 
a school teacher, were lured 
into the bombing attempt by 
two other Klansmen who were 
paid a total of $36,500. A, for-
mer FBI agent who acted as 
an intermediary was paid 
$2,000. 

SEE KLAN, All, CoL I 

KLAN, From Al 
Policemen who sprang the 

trap say they expected a gun 
battle and never thought 
either Klan member would be 
taken alive. They had expected 
two men to attempt the bomb-
ing and did not know a woman 
would be involved until 46 
minutes before it was carried 
out. 

Most of the nightrider at-
i tacks in Mississippi were di-
rected against Negro homes 
and churches, but the Jewish 
community became a target in 
the fail of 1967 with the bomb-
ings of a synagogue and a 
rabbi's house in Jackson. Jew-
ish leaders, greatly alarmed by 
the violence, began raising a 
reward fund to try to solve the 
crimes. 

Despite the reward money 
and intensive investigations, 
lawmen were unable to solve 
the crimes and the wave of vio-
lence continued. 

On May 27, 1968, a bomb  

shattered a synagogue at Mer-
idian. Reports that the FBI 
knew of Klan discussions 
about plans to bomb a syna-
gogue with women and chip 
dren inside added to an atmos-
phere of fear and tension. 

Finally, the FBI and the 
eridian police decided to use 

he reward money to .pay the 
ormants to arrange the 

trap, rather than for informa-
tion leading to the arrest and 
conviction of the terrorists, as 
riginally intended. 
error Is Ended 
The reign of terror ended 

after the shootout. There has 
been hardly any violence in 
MissiSsippi, since. And the 
White Knights of the Ku-nx 
Klan has virtually disbanded. 
At one time 'in 1968;  law en-
forcement officials in Missis-
sippi said the White Knights 
were suspected of committing 
nine murder and 300 other 
violent acts, including bomb-
ings, burning and beatings. 

Before the Meridian inei-
dent the situation in Missis-
sippi was considered so grave 
by the Jewish community that 
A.I. Botnick, direCtor of the 
Anti-Defamation League's re-
gional office in New Orleans, 
helped raise funds to pay the 
informers and particlapted in 
the original discussion about 
the trap with the FBI and the 
police. The ADL is a highly re-
spected organization whose 
charter cites an immediate 
objective of fighting anti-Sem-
itism and an ultimate purpose 
to secure justice and fair 

treatment to all citizens alike 
treatment to all citizens  
alike . . ." 

The Times, in checking ru..!  
mors that the Klan members 
had been "set up" for the trap, 
interviewed Botnick in April;;  
1969. He acknowledged MS 
part in helping execute the 
trap, but said he could not: 
"morally blow the whistle" on 
the FBI and the Meridian po.! 
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