
Police Used Klan Informers 
To Set Trap for Terrorists 1,:(10 

On June 30, 1968, police 
in Meridian, Miss., am. , 
bushed and killed a Klans- 
woman, Kathy Ainsworth, 
and wounded Klansman 
Thomas Tarrents III while 
the two apparently . pre-
pared to bomb the home of 
a Jewish businessman. It 
was the climax of a series 
of unsolved killings and 
bombings of Negroes and 
Jews in that area. This is 
the second of three articles 
on the case. 

By Jack Nelson 
© r970. Los Angeles Tittles 

A bomb that wrecked Tem-
ple Beth Israel in Jackson, 
Miss., late on the night of 
Sept. 18,- 1967, sparked the 
first drive for reward money • 
to be used to solve the crimes. 
On the night of Nov. 21, an-
other bomb shattered the 
Jackson home of Rabbi Perry 
Nussbaum. He and his wife, 
both asleep at the time, nar-
rowly escaped injury. 

After each bombing, A. I. 
Botnick went to Jackson to 
discuss the situation with Jew-
ish 

 
 leaders. Botnick was New 

Orleans director of the Anti-
Defamation .League. 

Scattered violence against 
Negroes continued, but it was 
not until late on the night of 
May 27, 1968, that another 
anti-Jewish act occurred—the 
dynamiting of 'a synagogue in 
Meridian... Botnick rushed to 
the city and talked to Jewish 
leaders and other civic figures 
about the necessity of raising 
money to help the FBI solve 
the bombirigs. For some rea-
son the FBI did. not want to 
use money from its own fund 
for paying informants. 

-(For many years the FBI has  

used this fund to buy informal  
tion about the Ku Klux Klan; 
the system has paid off in con i 
victions of Klansmen in sev), 
eral killings, including t1.4 
Philadelphia, Miss., lynching 
and the nightrider slayings of 
Vila Liuzzo 	Alabama, Colt 
Lemuel Penn in Georgia and 
Vernon Dahmer in Mississippi) 
In the case of Mrs. Livazo, 
white civil- rights worker slain 
after the Selma to Montgoir 
ery,1'97.0,. the pripoirjz)„Ar- 

;'rtaks 	inriArrac 
wh 	Abe car *uar th€ 
kill* ***they shot hen) 

AirliOri 
Kenneth Dean, a young na-

tive Southerner active in civil 
rights, recalls that he and his 
wife discussed the MississipPi 
bombing cases with Botnick at 
the New Orleans airport on 
June 9, 1968, and that Botnick 
"became very anxious and said 
that something almost beyond 
belief had happened." 

Dean said Botnick told of 
being asked.if he would "make 
a contact somewhere in the 
North, such as Chicago, to 
have two Klansmen (the Rob-
erts brothers) liquidated." 

Dean said Botnick told him 
it was believed that Raymond' 
and Alton Wayne Roberts were 
the source of much of the vio-
lence in the Meridian area and 
that was why they should be 
killed. 

"Botnick said he was as-
sured that if he could ar-
range the Roberts brothers' 
liquidation, there would be 
no investigation," Dean said. 
"Botnick said he could not 
do this." When the Times 
asked Botnick about the in- 
cident, he denied it oc-
curred, "That's the wildest,  
thing I've,- ever heard, he 
said. 
Klan Haraised 

In any ,event, by early 
June, the Meridian police,  
dePartment had adopted a 
policy of harassing the Klan. 



The day after • the bombing 
of the synagogue Meridian 
police detected L.L. Scar-
brough noted in a written 
report that he had learned 
that the state had a "squad 
capable of causing a tot of 
harassment to hate-type 
groups and individuals who 
are chief suspects in acts of 
violence . . .", Two days 
later he wrote of discussing 
the situation with Meridian 
Police Chief Roy Gunn and 
assuring him "that there 
would be no innocent per-
sons injured in any way." 
(Scarbrough 	cooperated 
with the Times in develop-
ing the facts of the case.) 

"Realizing the tasks we 
were facing, Chief Gunn 
gave us his approval on 
this," Scarbrough wrcte. 
"After already stressing that 
we had a free harm, and 
could go to any extreme- to 
solve this case and other 
like cases . . . we did not 
hesitate a moment in mak-
ing arrangements to ask the 
state for help." 

The same day Gunn wrote•
a letter to state Public 

Safety Commissioner Giles 

W. Crisler asking for inves-
tigative assistance and re-
porting that since Jan. 15 
the Meridian area had expe-
rienced terrorist attacks on 
eight Negro churches, two 
Negro homes, a white borne 
and a synagogue. 

Early in June a former 
FBI agent began negotiating 
with the FBI and the Merid-
ian police on behalf of. the.  
Roberts brothers. Detective 
Scarbrough said the inter-
mediary "came to us and 
. ... told us that for the 
money I think we can find 
out who did it and we met 

(with him and arranged a 
• 	meeting with the inform-
- ants." 

Scarbrough said the 

1  
 

' 	

inter- 
median' wanted $10,000 for 
himself and $69,000 for the 
informants. At that - time, 
the Jewish community and 
others in Mississippe had ... .. . 

pledged rewaras totaling 
79,000 for • the arrest and 

cox4e.tion_pf the terrorists. 
wteiritreiueftee first 

d' - $112 !agent .Frank 
Wit 	Meridian, accord- 

Ing t&:.Scarbrough, and said 
he : :would work with Scar-
bratigh• but with no one else 
on the police department. 
"And as long as it was kept 
very confidential—he didn't 
want to be involved at ail," 
Scarbrough. said. "He was 
just wanting to be a go-be-
tween." 
Met With Go-Between 

On June 10, 1968, Scar-
brough noted in his file on 
the case: 

"Met with our. intermedi-
ary and told him that -  we 
were ready to do business. 
He asked us about the 
'money and we told him that 
we had met with a man (in 
an interview Scarbrough 
identified the man as Bot-
nick) and he assured us that 
the money was available..He 
then called Weyne (Roberts) 
and told him• that we were 
ready to do business. Wayne 
told the intermediary that 
he would go out to the Shop 
and talk with Raymond. 

"Raymond told us that it 
would take about three days , 
to set up another job in me-
ridian . . . He stated that 
when the next job is set up: 
we would have to stake out 
three different places and 
said there is always two al-
ternates besides the real 
thing. The reason for this: 
being . 'goddamn pimps' like 
me. 

"He stated that we would  

have to hide these stake-out 
men real good because we 
would be dealing with pro-
fessionals and they are 
sharp as hell. Raymond 
asked me if I could get some 
of the pressure taken off 
him and .I told him that I 
did not set the policy, just 
investigated, but common 
sense would tell them if 
they cooperated with us the 
pressure would let up." 

We Wanted to Know' 
(In an interview, Scar-

brough was aksed if he 
could recall the conversa-
tion with the informants 
when the possibility of an-
other bombing in Meridian 
was first discussed. He 
paused for several seconds, 
then said, "Here's the way it 
went. We told 'em that if 
anything happened in Merid-
ian we wanted to know 
about it. Regardless of what 
if was, we wanted to know 
where it was gonna happen. 
We had to do that to stay 
out of entrapment." 

The following day Scar-
brough and FBI agents 
Watts and Jack Rucker met 
with Botnick, who, accord- 
ing to a Scarbrough memo, 
told them a group of inter-
ested citizens had arranged 
to fly $25,000 in $20 bills to 
Meridian. 

"Met with our intermedi-
ary and advised him that 
other negotiations were 
being made and if they did 
not 'come around' quickly 
they would lose the money 
and any leniency that could' 
be offered by the court for 
state's evidence" Scar-
brough wrote in the memo. 
"I told him that Raymond 
Roberts was dead and the 
only thing that would save 
his life would be to join 
forces with us and turn full 
state's evidence." 
First Meeting 

On the night of June 11 
Scarbrough, FBI men Watts 
and Rucker, the intermedi-
ary and the Roberts broth-
ers held the first of a series 
of meeting in a house trailer 
-at Scarbrough's farm in Vin-
velle, about 10 miles. from 
Meridian. 

During these meetings, 



- 1. 
the Fbi agents' participated 
in all negotialtons for infoi-
=don and in all payments 
to the Roberts brothers, ac- 
cording to Scarbrough. 

Scar'brotigh said he and 
the agents took a briefcase 
crammed with $2.5,000 in $20 
bills to the. June 11 meeting 
and "scattered it around" so 
that it would lOok like the 
full $79,000.  

Scarbrough 'Said,  the in-
formants were given $1,000 
as "good faith" money, but 
that in the beginning they 
provided little information. 
Scarbriaugli get a handwrit-
ten receipt for the payment 
which read: "June 12, 1968; 
received this date from 
Luke Scarbrough the sum of 
$1,400 for •: services ren-
dered." It was ' signed 
`Bobby Komoroski," a pseu-

! donym for Alton Wayne 
Roberts. 

On June 12 Scarbrough 
filed a memo quoting the in-
termediary as saying he was 
going to try to get the in 
formants to testify for $150,-
000. However, the Roberts 
brothers refUsed. Moreover, 
the FBI 'expreased -doubt 
that any terrorists could be 
convicted on paid testhnony, 
according to Scarbrough, 

The next day one, of the 
informants met with sus-
pected''terrorist Joe Danny 
Hawkins, who "showed In-
formant two houses that had 
been shot into and a house 
with,  a sign stating 'peace' 
on it where they intended to 
commit-' - a. "number 4 (ien 
code ,for a murder): White 
People and - colored people 
live:in this house." 
Immunity Sought 
On June 18 Scarbrough 

reported that the  
had met with Hawkins" 'to 
plan a. `Nimiher 4' in Merid-
ian in the near future. In-.  
formants stated that if _we 
would give them full im-
munity they „would tell us 
who is responsible for all 
the-thurch 'bombings," Scar-
brough reported. "Inform-
ants wanted - a written com-
mitment concerning immun-
ity,  which was given: to then*. 
and signed by myself." 
Scarbrough later said; "I'd 

signing all kinds of erap, but 
who in the hell can they 
show it to." 

The receipt for the second 
payment read: "June 18, 
1968, received this date from 
Luke Scarbrough the sum of 
$850 for services rendered," 
It was signed by Al Rose, a 
pseudonymn for Raymond 
Roberts. - 

On June 20 the inform-
ants called Scarbrough and 
said that they had contacted 
Hawkins and that the home 
of Jewish businessman 
Meyer Davidson had been 
selected as a bombing target 
for the nextweek. Davidson 
had been a leader in raising 
the reward. 
$20,000Demanded 

The next day Scarbrough 
wrote,: "After a lengthy ses-

sion informants stated that 
they want $10,000 each this 
date. I promised them we 
would talk to the people in 
volved and see if we could 
arrange it and turn the 
money over to the interme-
diarY,", 

By now the FBI and the 
Meridian police were hold-
ing daily strategy sessions, 
makingiplans for evacuation 
of the Davidson family for 
a stake...out of the. Davidson 
borne and for a demolition 
team tO be on hand to dis-
arm thetbomb. 

The informant reported -
that Hawkins had said he 
planned', to use 28 sticks of 
dynamit+ with a timing de, 
:vice 	place the bomb in.  
the earcOrt of the Davidson 
Home-. 'It would be placed at 

about. 11:30 p.m. and would 
be timed to explode at 4:30 

The FBI, working through 
the Office of Naval IntelliL 
gence, arranged to have a 
demolition. team• come to 
Meridian. The team arrived 
at the Naval. -air :station 

- 	-- there On June 23. 
Two days later the Inform-

ants reported the boinbing 
was scheduled for Thursday, 
June 27. The FBI and police 
staked out the Davidson 
home that night, but noth-
ing happened. 

The next . day Scarbrough 
reported: . "Tarrants and 
Hawkins came to Meridian 
and picked up informer and. 
stated that the reason they 
did not pull the job was be-
cause they have been• 
pressed for time and they 
had to get some money. 
They stated that - they are 
going to Alabama to pull a 
ob. (Tatrants 'and Hawkins) 

asked •the informer-  why he 
was in such a hurry for this 
job in Meridian and he 
stated that •be is going to be 
indicted by grand jury on 
Monday and it will probably 
would pull the job before 
Monday and it will probably 
be Sunday night."  

(In arranging the bombing 
attempt, Raymond Roberts 
mentioned being under pres-
sure because of the violence 
in the area, according_ to .  
Scarbrough, and told Hawk-

- ins he• needed him to-  carry--  
out •the bombing to get the 
"heat" off himself.) 

NEXT: Meridian police 
and FBI agents wait 'in the 
darkness for the terrorists' 
arrive/ at the Davidson home. 

Associated Press 

THOMAS TARRANTS III 	KATHY 'AINSWORTH 
.-.. Klan terrorists who were caught in apolice trap. 
• - 

have signed anything—to 
have Caught Tarr a nts; 
'Cause' he wasn't worth a 
damn-,anyway. They had me 


