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Honorable Edward Allen Tank' 
united Stat's Circuit Julge . 
District of Colurbi. Circuit 
United States Court of ?moons 
Washington, D. C. 21nnl 

• Pear Judae: 

Many thae:1 for your 1-indness in sendin" no the 

article entitled "butler Surevan Hoover Would Ellyn !Usked 

newald's Ties' fror the Decenl,er 1st edition of 'the Hartford 

courant.' It was tLow•htful of You to take ele tir2 to bring 

this to ply attention ALe I certrinly aopreciate your doing so. 

Sinc2rely yours, 

Clarence • Kale 

Clar2n^c M. ReIley 
nirector 

• • 

- He Haven - Enclosurls (2) 
- Mr. Gehhareit - Enclolures (2) 

Attention: Mr. !letting 

al•••.Ob. NOTE: Judae Tar"is a former /Went who Eon 12-1-30 and 

OM MI &do resigned 6-25-4P. He is on the nailina list to receive 
0.0. •• . - Bureau publications. Salutation per mailing list. 
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Clititeb 'tales Court isfAppeatb.01  

!District of Columbia Circa 
ritollitts!ott, 	6. 20001 

Amain .1 
libbarb Atka ZUNIS 
poi& Alin Own Saw  

.. 	. 

Clarence M. Kelley, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 	20535 

My dear Clarence: 
• 

• p 

December 5, 19 .s 
t• 	I 

011 	
, 

11 

tlf  

IAlthough I know the Bureau has substantia
l access 

to newspaper stories appearing in various parts 
of the .. 

United States, I have just received the enclose
d clipping 

from The not  Uartford Co'irant for December 1 and pass it on to 

g you to guard against the possibility that it was nobrought 
to your attention. 

 

S 
Sinc 

Edward Allen T 
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;P  WAS111.. 'TON (UM — 
ormer CIA Director Allen 

W. Duna told his WOMB 

Commission colleagues ear- 

ly in their investigation that 
• they had no choice but to 
accept J. Edgar Hoover's 

:denial that Lee Harvey 

• Oswald was ever as under-
cover FBI agent. 

In a newly declassified 

document now made public, 
Dulles indicated the FBI 

director might not 
acknowledge • Oswald's 

ymployment even had he 
known It was a fact. 

In the transcript of a 
private commission meeting 

Jan. 27, 1%4. Dulles said 
both the FBI and the OA 
probably would Ile ti 
everyone but the President 
o conceal the identities of 
heir agents and informants. 

The transcript, published 
a new book by Harold 

Weisberg 	entitled 
"Whitewash IY," shows that 
the high level commission 
Investigating President John 
F. Kennedy 's assassinat 
was troubled by spreadi 
rumors that Oswald 
been on the 1W payroll. 

"What you do is you make 
out a problem, If (Jut be true. 
make our problem utterly 
Impossible because you my' 

this rumor can't be dis-
sipated under any circum-
stances,-  complained House 
Democratic Whip Hale 
Bow. 

"I don't think it can, unless 
you believe Mr. Hoover, and 
so forth and so on. which 
probably most of the people 
will," Dulles replied. 

"You can't prove what the 
facts are," be added later."' 
don't think there is an exter-
nal evidence other than the 
perion's word that be did or 
did not employ a particular 

man as a secret agent. No 
matter what" 

In avers testimony before 
the commission a few 

months later, FBI 
Hoover and John A. McCaw 
thenDulles' successor at thel 
CIA. denied Oswald had any 
connection—direct or In- 
direct—with their ages- 

111/ 	sill'ibey have de- NA that DO beyond that." 

BOBER ANDREWS/ one else was L. .,Ived ..." 	the members seemed to 

e'lley have tried the case agree with Russell's' 

and reached a verdict on observation that "of course, 

every aspect, ." Russell sald, we can get an affidavit from 

"Yes, `We know who killed Mr. Hoover and put It In this 

record and go on and act on 

that, but if we didn't go any 
further than tbal..there atl 

would be thousands of 
doubting Thomases who 

would believe this man was Freedor 

'a FBI agent and you just after al 

-didn't try to clear it np and 	b his 

you lust took Hoover's view, 

word. 	 comml 

Weisberg, of Frederick Umidats 

Md., a leading advocate of that Its 

the assassination conspiracy denials 

theory, obtained the •McCone 

transcript and other get lac 

documents under the source 

point dVdtli-Ibe" 
Jan. 27 meeting, Sen. 
Richard B. Russell, D-Ga_ 
turned to Duties and toudied ' 

ea the delicate question of • 

Interrogating 	the 

Investigators. 
-If Oswald never had 

assassinated the President, 
or at least been charged with 
assassinating the President, , 

and had been in the employ • 

of the FBI and somebody had 	pi.. 	2  

gone. to the FBI. they would 

have denied be was an -. 

agent." Russell suggested. 	. 

"Oh, yes," Duties replied.- 
"They would be the first W 

deny It. Your agents would 
have done exactly the same 

thing." 
"Ex 	 • 
At another point, Dulles 

said it was "a terribly hard 
thing to disprove' that 
someone was a secret agent. 
But if be were. Dulles said, 
the man who recruited him 
would refuse to disclose his 
identity under oath and 
might even keep it from his 

Superior. 
-I would tell the Presided 

of the Unitd States anything, 
yes. I am under his contra 
He is my boss. I wouldn't r 
necessarily tell anybody 
else, unless the President . 

authorized me to do it," be 

said. 
A few moments later, be 

added: "What I was getting , 

M, I think Mr. Hoover would 
say certainly he didn't have 
anything to do with this , 

fellow." 
During the Pis-hour , 

meeting. J. Lee Rankin, the 

commissions general 

	

counsel, said pertof the di!- 	11_ 	_11  

(testily hi trting to questionf 

cock robin'," said John J. 
McOoy. "That Is the point. 
It isn't only who killed cock 
robin. Under the terms of 
reference we have to go 
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