Dear Jiu, 10/10/24

When '3'::;):-_‘; Fagle phonad last weok, ah ut scue of his worl: ind FOILL ma%brs, he scid

something that reminded me of what you tols me in 1977 and I asked him to phone you
because & believed I do not have your to me new address. Lu thinlcing further yesterday
I vecallcd thet I do have your szdiress, so I'n writir .

In 1977 you said that if I ever get a new car you can be of help, even with the
distance between us. That was 1977 and may well not be true today.

Waether or not you can help that way, I believe that you lmow the field well
enouzh to be able to glve me good advice.

Hy old 1965 Valiant appears to be in fine shape. ior my possible uses of a ecar
it is fron adequzts to superdor, as I'11 explaine But 4t i3 20 years old, doos have
155,000+ miles (with me a3 ¢ o only driver), and repairs ame geting exhorbitant.
When the parts are available, tho prices are astronomical. I've had to raeplace
raudarkanly few parts - e head has aever been off - but when they arve available they
ara g0 high the dealar is erbarressed. I hed +o replace a universel jeint earlier
this year. It usod to cost $25 he told me. Now $154. Thendented trim around the
headlights, $52 each!

Last yeur I made a denl with the local dealer for defectibe body work of +he
past, plastic instead of metal, to be replaced with metal for $300 if he could do
it in his tlues He was to call Ho never did, so I went back, snd he said he'd then
do 1%t for §350, if Mo covld do it in slack +irme. I've still not heard and I'm suve
it will now run to at least $400, just to deter the rusting. No dents to remove, etce

Decause this comes to o fair percentage of the cost of a new car it made ne
wonder if I'd not be botter off if I do got a new and effecient one. I nsed the
automatic shift tha this Valiant has because of limited use of the left leg, but
when I never drive out of town anc won't, ever, it means tha% I do much of 1y
dxiving in second gear, 25 mph limits (I am limited to about 20 minutes at a *dme
of keeping the left leg down and I listen to my doctors.) I haven't d#ven more than
20 minutes at a time since about two montsh after I last saw youe I can ride longer,
with the leg up, but it knocks me out. So I do that only every six wesks, when I'm
driven to DC for the regular surgical checkupe

My daily routine is two miles to a nearby mall for walldng therapy, lasting
three hours except Hondays and Thursdays, when I have blood tests. Thet means five
miles plus five more after the tests, plus two more from the mi¥k mell to homeo I
don't often drive wmore that that much any day, but when + do, it is all local, like
taldngs ny vife shopping.

Last winter the old Valiant didn't struggle once in starting. Amazing! I'd
always changed the points and condenser, but last year I decided to leave well
enough slone and chunged on the plugse That was fine because the velking therapy
daily is very i.portant and all my doctors (three regularly) rave about the good it
has done end is doing.

Becsuse we are nou Loth past 70, with newer silments possible, ahd because I
have daily medical need for dependabls transportation, if something hapuens +o this
0ld but durable car I'd have problems. Or have to buy a new car in an emergency,
widch would not be an advantageous way. This, t0o, has made me think of a change,
kind of like insurance,

We both need real headroom to enter and leave, I now slide onto and off the
seat, having to twm first in leaving. Tids is one of the advanteges of the old
style of the Valiant., However, although I have no* kevt up on new cars, I huve
experience with one, the one in which I'm driven to the surgeon. It is a Dodge K,
and gotting into it is no problem for mes (I orten sit in front for about 15=20
ninutes, then gat out and welk, then get onto the back deat, to keep the leg up,
so I knov the front is no problems But the back is a little bit.) It may not cost
uore than I can pay but it may cost more than would be wise. Cur reserves are scanty,
and at our age there is always the possibility of need for more then reserves,



Several years ago there was publicity about an electric car. It had Lirdted
i range and I suppose was expensive. 1've heard nothing recently, nothing about their
| cost, beibtory life, sefety, etc, If they ara good, with ny cer in he carport mozh
i of the time and never diven mor: than 40 minutes a dey, I can see that there could

? be soue advantuges, and I'm sure the current would cost less than gas,

] Safety is o peal factor bYecnuse T biszd 2% not rweh more than u lecke If you
i are on counadin, I'm now on 17.5 mg daily, and you'll recogmize that as h high

{ dosages I'm not supposed even to get a bump, and I can hemorrhsge under the sidin
if T adeas a doorimobs
i I thought about replacing the car again when ld1's cousin, who has a Pontiac
agency about 15 miles away, had promised to have his Paint-shop man meet me in
Frederick %o fHcke & lock at the body work and give me an estimats. Ho has been so
busy since Febriary that he ocen't take eny more work on. And then I saw the Plibe
licity about the new effeciency ratings, with e Honda clese to 50 mpgs It made me
think agwine I tivinl: cas Chovvy model was third in effociencd, and that there is
a Pontlac that is its equivalent.
il If the brother in the dealership who handles the shop also handled sales I'd
i peesdbly be ablo to get a dood deal from him, But not from the two hrothers who
handle sales, A11 of Idl's nea‘&;f brothers and sistera get their caws from them but
y%ﬁlg ?Ztle or no break on the price.
T M local dealers do not eajoy the best reputations, and where ihe work is
goody as at the Dodge dealership near me, which has done my work since I've been
in “rederick, the prices are high. Last I paid was $32 an hour for Jjust labor, and
b for small jobs, $15 a quarter houre & friend's stepsohs a good mechanic, hus moved
fronm one to another because he has not been satiafied with their repair policiss

and practises. He remained less time working for the Chevvy dealer than the

otherse He is now menaging a purts opevetione I kuow little else about local dealers,
othor than th: gemersl comment that their prices are high compared with Snltimore
and Washington on new carse Each has a monopoly on his make,

A fFiend was was tranafeorred to Kansas for six months temporay duty then
considered buying a nevw car and having a sscond ear for his wife. Ho suid that he
was offered a Volt fxm for $5150p but there was a waiting list. I imagine that this
is a low price for today and I also imagine that a similar or identical car is
offersd by Dodges (There 13 a locsl Flymocth dealer but I've not bean there since

L they made a defective simple repair that stranded me on a superhighway about 2@
il 15 years agos Dian't fasten the aistributor cap and it popped off. )

i We ramily have mors than the two of us in the car, so o two-door ig udequate,

Idomedtcbeablertogetlnmmwemintoitbecauset}nbwswhodommwing
are careless and repairs are fairly frequent, It may be that a small hatchback
would be even more convenient that the Valiant's trunk,

I've done no looking around because I em so ignorant about all that is new in
autos and makes. I guess L really want to learn more before I do any looking around.

Diesel is radily available locullis, although I'G have to lewm where. Angther
man who uses the smme mall for therapy has a Chevvy of sove kind about two years
0ld that uses diesel. I know nothinz ebout its advantages and/or disadvantages.

Or about guarantees that would mean much with the li<tls miloage I put on.
Often only 4 miles a day.

Or why some of tiie newest cars seem to be the most rusted.

As I balance the various considerations I think that ease of entry and exlt angd
headroom are more important to usx now than effeciency.

Probably most of the extras would not be of any real value as long as there is
a good heater and an ordinary »adds. Ve'vn never had an alr couditionsr ia o ear but
I supvose now that we are older it could make for more comfort for the short perieds
e are in ite Huch of the summer it is close to 90 anu when the air is bad, even when
it i not that ware we use the house adr conddtlondng, Just to get better air. So




\\. reybe eir conditioning, il not teo costly, Wwould heve a valua.

| I'n tryins to thirk of everything seo that, if you have time, you can counsel
me better.

" IS you e not prars of it, and you ers oo young %o heva parsonsl knowladge,
wmlmaboytherewareelectﬂcommdlneversawamnmveone.The;r
i appear 4o have been intended for women. They were steered by a tiller, were sluw,

i sinple iz the body, had Mzh wheels, and I don’t mecall either an opci one or onz
A that had a bnck seet,

m Ihadnottlmughtoftradingthe?aliantinbocauseitmthaveavar_vrlow
i

book valuse I doen't krow if 23 1o oll encuzh to interest uny ccllectors, but I
thought that if it ian't I'd do better advertising it and selling it myself.

I'11 cash something in and pay cash for the car if I get ones I have no debt,
never get anybldng I can't pay cash for, aad would not dresn of leaving any dibt for
my wife to contend with,

¥ alsohavemwavofkmvd.nguhethara 1984 can be a better value than a 1985.

e

Net mpch new here. I'm lirdted in what + can do, cen't spend as much time ot
my desk, am gtill kept tied down in court by the governmemt, and the judges are
getting more afraid to do or say anyihing against the government than evex. They
arc all pro-govornment and even 1ie end mgke things up in their decisions, Reasan
has done what FDR tried and couldn't do. He's packed the courts with activisis.
This may for the present please genuine conservatives but in time it will shame
211 but right=dog extremists.

Every time I try to get back to writing there is a new interruption and I
have to lay it aside again. I keep hoping that I'll get to where I have no
interruptions other than ths ragular medical nesaeds. I'n not supposealio be cut in
the wintertime for more than about 10 minutes at a time unless I'm in a heated cary-
so maybe with the bad weather will come better woriding conditionse I'm still able
to tend the atove and handle *he forewcod as long Xt as I stay within ny limits, and
if I excead them, I know it right away and feel it even more later. But once the
flowers are dormant I'11 be moving the winter's firewood up to and around the house
so 4 can bring 1% ia through the nost convenlent of the three docrs. I move a garden
eart o7 it, rest, and repeat up to =4 times a day. It is now stacked and covered
about 100 feet from the house, 4lthough I can walk sx for only about a city block at
a $ime, I have found thet If I do not stand for lonz and move around a bt T cen be
on the leg for a half-hour or more. I learned this when our 150 or more pines were
suddenly infested with borers and the people 1 hired to spray them didn't show up. 4
I had to do 1t. Took three days, but I made it. Had to do this every 30 dagrs.-:z:ooa’“”";-’ ”7/L
Gave me a real sense of accomplishment and the surgeon could only "remarksble!"
I think the key was oxygen demand by the muscles, ¥ e little demand. I
hops you do not Rave to learn what oxygen deficisncy in the nuscles ise And 1% hurta!

I hope you are prospering in vour new place and that you are all well and happye
If you can help, thanks in advance, and if you cannot, please just tell me. Thanks
and best to you all,

/I f/ff
/’f' vid




