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Dear GCarrett Timdormad}

By coinmcidence ia today's uail was a letter from another manm referring to the
gathering of a S.¥e area group, dis letter wemt imto what %o me is the esoterica. L
siwe this apscouche

I was atare of and was coumsulted on the amemdments to the FOI lave By smcctro
sult was oue of Four cited ir fhe debates as requiring the chunge,

What you say is the doctrime of xx a book I have aluost completed (draft) on The
Watergate. 4t combines a documented case for what you say with some of the secrets,

And how I lomg to find time to fimish them read, carrect aud sddt it.

But I do try to amwwar lotters hecause L do kmow that evem those who doalt really
lmow what they are talldn; about are simcere and wellemotivated. However, the problesm
of sesaration itruth and fiction is mot a siaple ome and fow ore in a positior to. Some
of the most persuasive ar< the most rabid - Cragye

By the way, id you ask more, please includs a stauped, returnsadursssed envelope,
I get mo gaycheck ani I try to save minutes so they smay accwallate.

I &<, as woon as possible, take the first mew steps with the spectro. I'd just
as leave have mo mention of it to kesp from attracting those who really can't carry it
off but would long for the sublic atienticn. And I can do what othors can'i. My ploms
are not asx siuple as they may seox,

Af it is omly for school work, feel free to use this waterial, You didn't asic
but I do offer.Publication is a different uatter. Lesar borrowed 96,000 fo pay the primter.
The other costa were not incomsiderable. We have them to recover but can * begin to do
that watil we have paid the printers You cam understamd that I will waumt~to sell amcillary
rights. *a fact, one will pay the postage for a mailing to the list we have, We are om
tads thin a shossiring. And I'sm working om still others, mot wifhout howe,

I brlieve this sult is the first in which the govermuwen® was beaten on invocationm
of "natiomal necurity.® ’

i havedonw other and mors deimitive work but ham;t the morey to primi. This also
neans I an without doubt aboub the rosults of the spectre smd if I'm given ong that
shows other then these result I'1l be aple to zrove it has to be faked, I don ¢ sut
lightly, I lowow what I'm foing or I don + do it. Thus I kwew what this trangcfipt should
show from other worke I hamsemed to pet rore than I'd bargained for,

I hops this reoponse 1s adequate, Yood luck with your comrittee, and I 4o bome you
car elixinate the tons of jarbage that is nmow fresly svailable. You'll spin your wheelas
s it il you don't, Yore of the wost persuasive people are Lhe leash fecbusl and soms of
the most popular beliefs are the crazisst and moss impossible,

Bﬂﬂ-t’




- Garrett Timmermans
2803 Forest.Ave.,

Berkeley, Calif.- - : g _
9479 5 Yo e | : December 5, 1974

Dear’ Mr. Weisberg,

Thanks for the surprise of your new book. I stayed up
most of the night to read it, completely fascinated.

Coincidentally, the day your book arrived, my paycheck did
also. Enclosed is a money order covering the price. I appre-
ciate your act of faith in sendlng the book while I was short
of cash. . S A

I am working on a paper for my politioal-science class
(Wwatergate) on the subject of secrecy, truth and the res-
toration of trust. I believe that Watergate is, for the most
part, about information. In writing the paper, rather than
recite the litany of grossly .ilegal acts whixh illustrate
the "extreme measures to control information, to get it, or
to bottle it up,” (Dr. Jeromé: Weisner), I prefer to view
Watergate as symptomatic of the problems this government
gets itself into when absurd. secrecy practices, public de-
ceptiori 4and consplracy become standard operating procedures.
Your book relating your experiences with Dr. Rhoads and the
Department of Justice(?) confirm that, and I hope to incor-
porate a bit of what has happened in your case in my con=-
clusion, as an example of what the American people are up
against, if they choose to seek the truth.

As you and I both realize, there can be no really solid
basis for the restoration af trust in government while the
secrecy system, under the phrases "national security, "
"Executive privilege," and "investigatory files for use by
law enforcement agencies only,” continues the phanomena of
“the really big American cover-up" (Richard Sprague's ex-
pression for the JFK assassination.) Gerald Ford and his
post—watergate government are no more worthy of trust (as
you show) 'than an arsonist 1n a match factory.

Your legal troubles with the4ﬂraﬁf1- suit illustrate Jim
Garrison's explanation of how the waurfare state operates at
two levels, the lovable and the practical. The passage of
the Freedom of Information Act is an operation performed
at the lovable level. The actual obstruction, deceit, dirty
tricks and Orwellian doubletalk you encountered was conducted
on the practical level.

Though'there is ample reason to be bitter, the forces on
the side of truth may have a second chance, especlally with
the spectro suit, and commission documents supplied to the
Archives by the CIA and FBI. A recent amendment to the Freedom
of Information Act passed over Ford's veto enables the plalntiff
filing suit for a contested document to have the document's con-
tents examined in camera-privately- by the court to determine
whether they should be withheld under the exemptions defined in
the acte The court will now be able to critically question the
executive®s decision to classify a particular document: According



to the House Operations Committee report on the amendment bill,

a court " may look at the reasonablness or propriety of the de-
termination to classify the records under the terms of the
executive order.” The burden of proof for the necessity of keeping
the FBI, CIA documents classified for "national security" rea-
sons is on the agency involved. If a falrly open-minded, liberal
Judge were sitting in on a case involving Archive documents, the
outcome could be favorable to assassination researchers. I think
that we must at least have another test case. Will you try again,
for the rest of us, since you have had some experience? If you
feel that 1t’s a waste of your time and effort, I'will find

legal assisteance and file sult for specific documents of interst
to myself and the newly formed interest group I represent, the

- San Franclséo Citizens Investigating Political ksSassinations.

However, I would rather see an old hand at it than novices
like ourselves. Please let me know if you intend to do anything
in the legal area under the Freedom of Information Act (revised).

There 1is. much I would like to discuss with you, but for the
moment I should énd this, and just get it off to you.-

Again, much thanks for the booke. It is very useful. I have
read and loaned ocut Whitewash I and II, but have never read
Photographic”Whitewasq or rameug oI wlll order. them, espectally
PW, when I get another paycheck. : i .

Sincerely yours,

Garretb T@mmermans

P.S. OQur group 1ls starting a Congressional
petition campalgn for a new JFK investi-
gation, while I am showing a pretty goocd
copy of the Zapruder film to classes and
interested parties.



