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a
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W
ash

in
gton

 

In
 1

9
5
9
, N

ich
o
la

s G
eo

rg
e 

S
h

a
d

rin
 d

efected
 to

 th
e W

est 
a

n
d

 b
eca

m
e a

 co
n

su
lta

n
t to

 th
e 

O
ffice o

f N
a
v
a
l In

tellig
en

ce. 
T

h
en

, in
 1986, C

IA
 d

irector R
ich

-
ard

 H
elm

s w
as ap

p
roach

ed
 b

y a 
m

a
n

 n
a

m
ed

 Ig
o

r, a
 K

G
B

 a
g

en
t 

w
ork

in
g in

 W
ash

in
gton

 u
n

d
er a 

S
oviet d

ip
lom

atic cover. 

Ig
o
r
 h

a
d

 v
o
lu

n
te

e
r
e
d

 to
 

w
o
rk

 fo
r th

e C
IA

, b
u

t h
is rea

l 
m

o
tiv

e
 w

a
s th

a
t h

e
 n

e
e
d

e
d

 
S

h
a

d
rin

. H
e p

ro
p

o
sed

 to
 tu

rn
 

S
h

a
d

rin
 in

to
 a

 d
o
u

b
le a

g
en

t, 
m

ak
in

g h
im

self ap
p

ear to b
e th

e 
recru

iter. H
e claim

ed
 th

at if h
e 

su
cceed

ed
 in

 seem
in

g
 to

 h
a
v
e 

r
e
c
r
u

ite
d

 S
h

a
d

r
in

, h
is o

w
n

 
sta

n
d

in
g
 in

 th
e
 K

G
B

 w
o
u

ld
 

im
p

ro
v

e, w
h

ich
 w

o
u

ld
 in

 tu
rn

 
m

a
k

e h
im

 m
o

re u
sefu

l to
 th

e 
C

IA
. T

h
e C

IA
 ev

id
en

tly
 a

g
reed

, 
fo

r S
h

a
d

rin
 w

a
s to

 sp
en

d
 th

e 
n

e
x

t n
in

e
 y

e
a

r
s a

s a
 d

o
u

b
le

 
a
g
en

t, w
o
rk

in
g
 w

ith
 th

e K
G

B
 

u
n

d
er join

t C
IA

-F
R

I con
trol. In

 
1976, S

h
ad

rin
 w

en
t to V

ien
n

a for 
a m

eetin
g h

e w
as to h

ave atten
d

-
ed

 w
ith

 K
G

B
 op

eratives. H
e

.h
as 

n
ever b

een
 h

eard
 from

 again
. It 

is n
o

t k
n

o
w

n
 w

h
o

 b
e
tr

a
y

e
d

 
w

h
om

 In
 th

e en
d

. 

S
h

a
d

rin
's fa

te Is o
n

e o
f th

e 
greatest m

ysteries of 'A
m

erican
 

in
tellig

en
ce o

p
era

tio
n

s a
n

d
 re-

m
a
in

s o
n

e o
f th

e m
o
st sen

sitiv
e 

m
atters w

ith
in

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates 

g
o

v
ern

m
en

t. W
h

ile th
e o

fficia
l 

a
ssu

m
p

tio
n

 is th
a
t h

e m
a
y
 b

e 
d

ead
, n

ew
 th

ou
gh

 u
n

corrob
orat-

ed
 in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 su

g
g

ests th
a

t, 
a

fte
r
 a

ll, h
e
 m

a
y

 b
e
 a

liv
e
 in

 
P

erth
, A

u
stralia, livin

g u
n

d
er a 

d
eep

 cover. 

It a
lso

 h
a

s b
een

 a
lleg

ed
 b

y
 

fo
rm

er g
o
v
ern

m
en

t o
fficia

ls 
th

at W
h

ite H
ou

se in
vestigation

s 
of S

h
ad

rin
's d

isap
p

earan
ce h

ave 
b

een
 sa

b
o

ta
g

ed
 b

y
 th

e C
IA

, 
w

h
ich

 m
a

y
 h

a
v

e d
o

cto
red

 th
e 

relev
a

n
t secret files. F

in
a

lly
, 

th
ere m

a
y

 b
e a

 co
n

n
ectio

n
 b

e-
tw

een
 S

h
a
d

rin
 a

n
d

 R
ich

a
rd

 
W

elch
, th

e C
IA

 station
 ch

ief In
 

A
th

en
s w

h
o w

as assassin
ated

 on
 

D
ec. 2

3
, 1

9
7

5
, th

ree d
a

y
s a

fter 
S

h
ad

rin
 van

ish
ed

. 

In
form

an
ts In

 W
ash

in
gton

 
cla

im
 th

a
t th

e K
G

B
 h

a
d

 a
sk

ed
 

S
h

ad
rin

 to p
ass on

 to th
e C

IA
 a 

tip
 th

a
t W

elch
 w

a
s m

a
rk

ed
 fo

r 
assassin

ation
 b

y a G
reek

 or A
rab

 
g

ro
u

p
. It is u

n
k

n
o

w
n

 w
h

eth
er 

S
h

ad
rin

 h
ad

 tim
e to con

vey th
is 

in
fo

rm
a

tio
n

 to
 th

e C
IA

; th
e 

agen
cy sim

p
ly w

on
t d

iscu
ss th

e 
S

h
a
d

rin
 m

y
stery

. In
ex

p
lica

b
ly

, 
th

e Ju
stice D

ep
artm

en
t h

as n
ow

 
ta

k
en

 o
v
er th

e h
a
n

d
lin

g
 o

f th
e 

S
h

ad
rin

 affair. 

It is also w
orth

 p
oin

tin
g ou

t 
th

a
t th

e C
IA

's co
u

n
ter in

telli-
gen

ce staff w
ith

h
eld

 k
n

ow
led

ge 
of Igors's O

rigin
al recru

itm
en

t of 
S

h
ad

rin
 from

 th
e agen

cy's S
ovi-

et R
u

ssia
 D

iv
isio

n
, o

u
t o

f fea
r 

th
a

t th
e la

tter m
ig

h
t b

e p
en

e-
trated

 b
y th

e K
G

B
. B

y th
e sam

e 
tok

en
. th

e S
oviet R

u
ssia d

ivision
 

a
n

d
 th

e C
h

in
a
 d

iv
isio

n
 o

f th
e 

C
IA

's clan
d

estin
e services w

ere 
n

ev
er k

ep
t in

fo
rm

ed
 o

f ea
ch

 
oth

er's secret activities —
 u

p
 to 

th
is tim

e —
 b

ecau
se of p

en
etra-

tion
 con

cern
s. 

T
h

e b
itter a

n
d

 still u
n

re-
so

lv
ed

 a
rg

u
m

en
ts o

v
er th

ese 
cases revolve largely arou

n
d

 th
e 

u
se of d

ou
b

le agen
ts b

y th
e C

IA
 

a
n

d
 th

e K
G

B
. T

h
is issu

e is th
e 

o
b

je
c
t o

f a
 h

ig
h

ly
 c

la
ssifie

d
 

in
v
estig

a
tio

n
 th

a
t h

a
s b

een
 u

n
-

d
er w

a
y

 fo
r m

o
n

th
s o

n
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irect 
W

h
ite H

ou
se ord

ers. 

T
h

e lev
el o

f ten
sio

n
 in

 th
e 

p
resen

t in
telligen

ce b
attle is u

n
-

p
reced

en
ted

. B
u

t in
 th

e classical 
sen

se, esp
ion

age in
 W

ash
in

gton
 

is n
o

 n
o

v
elty

; it g
o

es o
n

 a
s it 

alw
ays h

as, on
ly b

ecom
in

g m
ore 

so
p

h
istica

ted
. T

h
u

s A
m

erica
n

 
o

p
era

tio
n

s a
im

ed
 a

t fo
reig

n
 

co
u

n
tries h

a
v

e b
een

 ru
n

 fro
m

 
W

ash
in

gton
 ever sin

ce th
e U

. S
. 

serio
u

sly
 en

tered
 th

e in
telli-

g
en

ce b
u

sin
ess d

u
rin

g
 W

o
rld

 
W

ar II. S
im

ilarly, th
e N

azis an
d

 
th

e R
u

ssian
s con

sid
ered

 W
ash

-
in

gton
 a n

atu
ral target. 

U
n

til recen
tly th

e esp
ion

age 
g
a
m

e w
a
s rea

so
n

a
b

ly
 d

iscreet, 
w

ith
 everyon

e con
cern

ed
 d

evot-
ed

 to
 th

e m
a

in
ten

a
n

ce o
f a

 lo
w

 
p

rofile. S
ecrecy w

ou
ld

 b
e lifted

 

on
ly w

h
en

, for exam
p

le, a S
oviet 

K
G

B
 agen

t recru
ited

 an
 A

m
eri-

ca
n

 o
fficia

l, u
su

a
lly

 a
 lo

w
ly

 
em

p
lo

y
ee, to

 b
u

y
 cla

ssified
 in

-
fo

rm
a

tio
n

. T
h

en
 th

e o
p

era
tio

n
 

w
o

u
ld

 b
e b

lo
w

n
, th

e tra
ito

r 
arrested

, an
d

 th
e S

oviet op
era-

tiv
e —

 o
ften

 so
m

eo
n

e w
ith

 a
 

d
ip

lo
m

a
tic co

v
er —

 ex
p

elled
. 

T
h

e sa
m

e th
in

g
 h

a
p

p
en

ed
 in

 
M

o
sco

w
 w

ith
 C

IA
 o

fficers a
t-

tach
ed

 to th
e A

m
erican

 E
m

b
as- 

sy

B
u

t as a ru
le m

u
tu

al sp
yin

g 
triggered

 n
o real scan

d
als. B

oth
 

sid
es k

n
ew

 th
a
t esp

io
n

a
g
e ca

n
-

n
o
t b

e era
d

ica
ted

; th
erefo

re, 
certa

in
 ru

les d
ev

elo
p

ed
 in

 th
e 

gam
e. 

O
n

e of th
e ru

les is: "
I w

on
't 

h
it you

 If you
 d

on
't h

it m
e."

 T
h

is 
is w

h
y assassin

ation
s of p

rofes-
sion

al in
telligen

ce officers —
 as 

d
istin

g
u

ish
ed

 fro
m

 in
fo

rm
ers, 

d
o
u

b
le a

g
en

ts w
h

o
 b

eco
m

e tri-
p

le a
g
en

ts, a
n

d
 so

 o
n

 —
 a

re a
 

rarity. 

If, in
 fact, th

e K
G

B
 d

id
 try 

to w
arn

 th
e C

IA
 th

rou
gh

 S
h

ad
-

rin
 in

 1975 th
at A

th
en

s station
 

ch
ief W

elch
 w

as in
 d

an
ger It w

as 
u

n
d

er th
is "

gen
tlem

en
's agree-

m
en

t."
 W

h
en

 th
e S

o
v

iets sh
o

t 
d

ow
n

 G
ary F

ran
cis P

ow
ers' C

IA
 

U
-2 airp

lan
e in

 1960, th
e p

olitical 
ou

tcry th
at /allow

ed
 on

 P
rem

ier 
K

h
ru

sh
ch

ev's p
art reflected

 h
is 

a
n

n
o
y
a
n

ce th
a
t th

e A
m

erica
n

s 
h

ad
 b

rok
en

 th
e ru

les. 

T
h

o
se w

ere th
e g

o
o
d

 o
ld

 
d

a
y
s in

 sp
y
in

g
, a

lth
o
u

g
h

 so
m

e 
very sp

ecial cases w
ere "grave-

y
ard

," a
s th

e sp
o

o
k

s p
u

t it -
n

ev
er to

 b
e ta

lk
ed

 a
b

o
u

t o
r 

opened to scrutiny. 
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