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By Bryce Nelson

Washington Post Staff Writer
Sen. Stuart Symington criti-

terday for the “almost unbe-
Yievable” target restrictions

jng North Vietnam.

served as Secretary of the Air|W
Force from 1947 until 1950,
gald that these restrictions
were one of the primary rea-
ns why U.S. airpower was
aving ‘so little effect against

orth  Vietnamese targets|bprs and docks. - S
#1n a letter accompanying his

ere compared bo the high cost report, Symington posed two
4 alternatives for U. S. policy mn

Symington’s comments were Vietnam: . .

hen the bombing results
U.S. planes and lives.

contained in a 122-page report
describing his recent trip to
Southeast Asia, which included
ten days in South Vitenam.
The report has been heavily
censured by the Defense De-j
artment for security reasons

'or instance,

ip to Thailand had been de-
Symington nmvs.__..n&«. ob- t

In an interview yesterday,

. US. pilots bomb- Symington - emphasized that
imposed on US. p his criticism of target restric-|.

The Missouri Democrat, who tions did not mean that he
y anted . gixi i

rom th
erms
Isaid. He added that that choice
slmost ~ the jwould involve a high price but
hole section on Symington’sjthat the price “would not be
‘catastrophic.” ’

jected to the extensive censor-|
. Iship and sent back his report

pl f to the Pentagon in an attempt
cized the Administration yes-j. get portions restored.

targets in

ged that the U.S.
re meaningful mili-
gets” such as power
ons, petdoleum tanks, har-

“If South Vietnamgyjidileiiod

- we should - retire
at country on the best
possible” = Symington

On the other hand, Syming-

said, “if South Vietnam is

‘ SEN. SYMINGTON
.. . assails air restrictions

fused to choose between the
alternatives. He said that this
decision must be' left to the
President. Symington noted
that “the time is approaching
when we must decide .
whether we will move forward
or move out.” i
During his tour, Symington
eported, U.S. military offi-
ials told him that North Viet-
am could inerease its infiltra-
on of South Vietnam to a
evel of thrée regiments a
onth. Such, an infiltration

Symington Calls VietBombing Limits ﬁ::vw:m(mr_%

mbers and 66 MIG 15 and

G 17 fighter planes.

U.S. officials also told Sy-
‘mington that Chinese bombers
from the Chinese island of

wom consists of &mrn IL 28

! Hainan could definitely hit

the South Vietnamese capital
of Saigon if Communist China
enters the war.
Symington criticized other
untries for not bearing more
f the costs in Vietpam. “The
nited States. is carrying this
onomic load with little as-

ould represent a much great-
r influx of North Vietnamese

e past. Nine North Viet-
amese regiments currently
re believed to be operating in
outh Vietnam. ;
In his report, Symington
ted that North Vietnamese
ilots are being trained to fly

ee World

Yesterday,

the right place to defend thef;

. . then that fact|]

should be recognized in a
re practical fashion.”

1G 21 fighters. Yesterday, he
rmed this a significant fact
ince “there is no better fight-
interceptor in the world
an the MIG 21.” Symington

Jroops than' has prevailed inf

stance from any nation of
e Free World, and no as-
istance from most” he noted.
For nine pages in his report,
Symington described his visit
to the Vung Tau Farm where
3200. South Vietnamese are be-
ing trained for political action.
“During the course the stu-
dents are given complete free-
'dom to,speak,” Symington said,
“In the beginning they gen-
erally resolutely criticize or
accusé Americans, but then
they are shown they have no
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. hid he was told that the pres- W:gwsam.x_ basis for their ar-
Symington re-ignt North Vietnamese air

uments.” ) P



