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Vg:/tgm or Accomplice?

SAN FRANCISCO, April
20—Is Patricia Hearst some-
how in league with her Sym-
bionese Liberation kidnap-
ers?

For weeks, that question
was the subject of only ti-

mid speculation. On April 3,

however, it started to be-
come the focus of a national
debate and last Wednesday
it was presented to a federal
grand jury.

.o It was on April 3, that the
20-year-old newspaper heir-

ess announced in a tape-re-’

corded communique that she-
was now “Tania,” and that
she had “chosen to stay and
fight” with the clandestine
terrorist group which two
months earlier had dragged
her screaming from her
Berkeley apartment.

Then, 12 days later, in a
move apparently designed
to substantiate her “deci-
sion,” Miss Hearst was
photographed carrying a

_ semi-automatic carbine in
an SLA bank robbery here.
The FBI obtained a warrant
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for her arrest as a material
witness, and bail was set at
$500,000,

The grand: jury was: asked
to decide whether Miss
Hearst was indeed a willing
participant in the robbery.
US. Attorney James L.
Browning Jr, conceded that
it “is clear from the photo-
graphs she may have been

. acting under duress.” Still,

he said, if the jury finds
that her participation was
voluntary, “we’re going to
charge her as a bank rob-
ber.”

The question was now so
clear that it even appeared
as a front-page headline in
the San Francisco Exam-
iner, a newspaper of which
her . father, Randolph, is
hoth editor and president.
“Did Patty ‘Mean

Business,’ ”  the Examiner ;

asked, “or was she playing
role?” ;

There have been reports
that until only recently the
FBI suspected Miss Hearst
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4= HEARST, From Al
orl-her finance, Steven
Weed, might have had some-
thipg to do with plans for
e abduction. Close friends
of ‘the couple have found
suell suspicions absurd, and
Weed may have finally put
‘thetn to rest when he took
~anfFBI lie detector ' test
sdme two weeks ago. -
_ iRandolph Hearst said an
SEA notebook seized at an
:a"]ieqfn doned headquarters
three weeks before the kid-
ngpping provides
“utiquestionable proof” that
g daughter was an SLA
target, “and in no way” a
* participant in her own kid-
napping. The notebook, the
' existence_of which was’ dis-
covered by the San. Fran-
ciseo Chronicle, included
Miss Hearst's full . name,
mg with cryptic refer-
ences to “action,” “teams”
and “guns” ‘on the night of

the'full moon of Jan. 7.” Au- |

thotities have declined com-

oy, has_prominent” propo- |

— — e — |

ment on the Chronicle re-
port, except to say that ‘it
was not totally accurate.”
<In any case, it now seems
unlikely that Weed or Miss
Helbrst was .involved with
the SLA before her kidnap-
ping. What remains mysteri-
ous is the evolution of a rev-
olutionary - “Tania” who
would renounce her parents
and finance, to. voluntarily
" join a murdering, bank-rob-
bing group of revolutionary
terrorists. ° - S
There are three prevalent
thepries for  explaining
“Tania”: conversion, brain-
washing, and play-acting at
the point of a gun. Each the- |

i ia |

“Attorney General William |
B xbe" ‘apparently be-
. liéves the conversion theory.,
‘. Hegaid he is convinced that
:Miss Hearst *“was not a re;
-Iuetant participant” in the
bank robbery. He called the -
SLA “common criminals,”
- said Miss Hearst “is part of
At,and said the FBI would
be justified if it broke into
the'SLA’s hideout. "
Surprising support for the
canversion theory came from
the Rev. Cecil. Williams, a
unister popular in San Fran-
cisco leftist circles. “It’s pos-
ble, 'he said, “that Patty "/
may be having a love af-
fait'” =

: guard Edward C.
' Shga, a witness ot the rob-
bévy described Miss Hearst
as “pretty wild”" He said,
“she let it be known that |

. she meant business ... giv-

ingrout vindictives and or-
dets and all that, saying she
waould shoot the first guy
thdt moved.” i<
Bl m;.jandol-ph Hearst, who
tends to believe the brain-_
washing theory, termed Sax-
S at the moment” he said
after listening to her April 3
tape. “If that’s” brainwash-
used psychological pressure
time and she responded.”
Mental health profession.
alsy tend _to support ideas
- clogely akin to the brain-
- Wwashing theory. Dr. Freder-
ick] Hacker, a University
of Bouthern' California psy-
chigtrist whom Hearst' has/
fregjlenl_:ly consulted * about !
the; kidnapping, pointed out
thag,"i:oercion can wind up |
as consensus that appears to |

|-be tfree and can lead to

psyehological changes. These
es can-cause. a deci-
siol, which may he totally
freg, but which in fact is the
result of coercion.” -
A University of California -
psychiatrist put it another
way: “The girl deserves all
our sympathy. At her age,
her identity may be a terri-
bly vulnerable thing. And in



her situatioﬁ, pedecﬁy nﬁr- !

mal gu:llt feelings -and” a
need for love and - accept-

, ance may hdve been subject
‘to  extraordinary - stress:

Probably . what: has  hap-
pened to her lies somewhere

between conversion and put-

ting on a show for her owh
aafety ”» .

Weed . believes - Miss .

Hearst is putting on an-act
“because of threats to her

. own safety or the safety of

those she cares about.”, He
said he diseounts the, hram—
washing theory because the
SLA - probably “would have
provided additional commu-

nications if  “some sort of -
weird conversion” had taken.
: place ) S y

Ironically the FBI, which
has been- subject _to some
sharp criticism from Weed,

tends to agree with his in- |

terpretation of Miss Hearst's
behavior. FBI Director Clar-
ence Kelley said bureau in-
vestigators “choose to take

the lesser of the evaluations .

that she is a material wit-
ness (to 'the robbery) and
could have been coerced.”

Miss Hearst, described as
precociously mdependen.t,
strong and mature, seemed’
forceful and convincing on
last tape and in the
bank. Friends nonetheless

‘obsetved ‘that she still' is |

young ‘and somewhat im-
pressionable. “As strong as

she is,; if’s hard to believe

she still has all her -wits

. lost “more weight than any-

‘to lose.” Weed and others
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about her now,” said one or |
them. Weed said she looks
“terrified” in the bank
photo, and appears to have

one ﬁve teet two can afford

maintaln she is capable of
great presence of mind and
probably would do what she
has to do in order to sur-
vive. s ¢
Of course, only Miss
Hearst herself knows the se-
cret of her new identity as
“Tania-” Despite growing
pessimism, her family and
her fiance still cling-to the |
hope that she will someday
come home to share it with
‘them-"

.Hearaf Kin Says
He Was Kidnaped

SAN FRANCISCO, April
20 (AP) — The roommate of

says he was lidnapped and
held for three hours by
three Llack men who mis-
took him for William R.
‘Hearst II, police said today.
The roommate ‘Van R.
Bush, 31, said he was kid-
naped Thursday morning as
he left his apartment and
was released after he con-
‘vinced his abductors he was. 1
not Hearst. d !
. He was gagged and blind-
folded but not harmed, he }

told officers.

* Police Inspector Halph
Brown said Bush was hazy
on key details, including his
_abductors’ deseription, and -
would be asked to take a lie
detector test. i,

William R. Hearst II
the son of the late J’ﬁhn !
Randolph Hearst, a brother
‘of Randolph A. Hearst, Ran-
dolph’s daughter Patricia was -

] dragged from her apartment.
Feb. 4, and the terrorist Syni-
bionese Liberation Army has
claimed it kidnaped her.



