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Dear Gunnar, 3/13/9.

Your letter of 2/25, which just got here, reminds we that I've been forgetting to
write you with what n hope is both encouragement and good news for the future. n the
top:h dear friend of the past, a man of means, phoned to ask if I would help a son with
a book on a subject of which I knew a little, involving the use of the Freedom of Infor-
mation fct, with which he knew I'd had much experience. They spent a weekend with us, I
was able to be of some help, and while we were chatting, when he learned I'd laid a sec-
ond book on the King assassination asside because of my limited ability to use stairs to
the basement where all the FOIA records I got are stored and to stand before file cabi-
nets, he told me to get a student to asuist me part-time ani that he'd pay for it. (So,
I'm writing again, with some problems, but I am writing.) While we were talking, because
he has phent most of his life in publishing, as a lawyer and for a while as a publisher,
I asked if he thought a book on the Palme assassination would be of publisher inter-
est. While much would depend on the book and its publisher reception, his off-the-—cuff
opinion is that it would or could be attractive but less likely to a major publisher
here. So, when your menuscript is completed and you can translate it into English I sug-
gest that you write him, Richard Gallen, 260 Fifth &ve., New York, N.Y. 10001. He may be
able to place it for you (he has dealinge the nature of which I do not know with several
publishers) or to get an agent for you or both., \ihen the time comes remind him of the
above when you write him. Une of the small publichers with whom he has sone kind of rela-
tionship, located in the same building as his office is, is Uarroll « Graf. They made a
success of a really terrible book on the JFK assassination. another about whoy I know e
nothing is Publishers West. He is, as you can see from what he voluntfbered to do for am
and has done, a fine and thoughtful person. So thoughtful that when 1 offered him and the
son a drink of a single-malt Scotch I described as a fine one, better than I buy for my-
self, the son mdde it a point to notice the name, A weok later a case was delivered! And
illegally, at that! (I'd not seen this son since he was a little boy and when I stayed
with them when I was in New York I told him animal stories and farm stopies once he was
in bad, Ho is a ﬁyer now. A"s is the other son. Both principled young men, too.)

What you say about attitudes toward the Palme assassination there is pretty much as
it was here about the JFK assassination. I think you'll find that in your lifetime there
will be continuing interest in it and that the amount of interest will fluctuate, some-
times related to events. For the past several years there is more interest in my books,
the most recent of which is more than 15 vears old, than there was even during the days
of those I refer to as the House assassins, the sycéphantic committee I exposed during
its lifetime. vhich again reminds me, when you c¢ontract your book in Sweden, L urge you
to infst on a provision that requires them to give you the unsold copies. lere they are
called "pemainders." If you have a place to keep them, they'll sei&l, as mine have.

I think that you'll find that changes within Sweden as well as elsewhere in the worl
will as time passes increase popular interest in Palme and in his assassination. This has
happened here. Here also thede were revisionists and they have failed to bgﬁ:mish JFK's
reputation or the regard people have for him. lany of those from whom I now hear were
children or not yet born when he was killed. There is a gut understanding, sometines not
perceived by those who have it, that his death marked a turning point and that the countr
and the world are worse off for it. The allegations about his personal life have made no
difference. Yet his own political party never mentions his name. It is not the same party
now, either. So his party has had nothing to do with the love for him that is Bo very
widespread over here now. lot only now but more now.

I think that you will find that your young people, meaning many of them, will have
the kind of #egard for Palme as the younger ones over here do and that they will be a
market for any books on him. In addition to and separate from his assassination. On that
interest will be broader, I'm sure, and will include principled members of partiem that
disagreed with what he stood for.

I'm sorry you did not get the scholarship but L hope that you do find it possible to -

get here. “n scholarships, have you uired whether any are available on this side? I do
not know how you can but it is not ssible that there are some designed to promote or
facilitate scholarly exchanges. Thanks for your ,good wishes, with out best regardj and
good luck! Harold Vieisberg J{(/bf
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Uppsala, February 25, 1991

Harold Weisberg

7627 0ld Receiver Road
Frederick

Maryland

217 01 USA

Dear Harold,

just a few lines approaching the day five years after Olof Palme waa
assassinated (February 28). There is a strong tendency among leading
politicians of Prime Minister Palme s own party (the Social Democrats) to
keep a low profile on memorial ceremonies. There might be a number of
reasong to this. Many politicians feel uneasy both because of the
scandalous non-investigation of the crime and because of changes in Swedish
politica which make the memory of Olof Palme scmewhat embarrassing. Palme
had a gift to give a voice to strong ideals - there is of course a debate
whether his politics really lived up to these ideals or not - and today
many of these ideals are considered outmoded. This includes most of what
has been known as "the Swedish Welfare State" - everybody’s right to a
decent standard of living - and the abandonment of these goals expresses a
general swing to the right in Swedish politics.

However, this does not necessary mean that the memory of Palme is fading
among people in low-paid jobs, immigrants and political refugees. Possibly
the contrary is true. What can be seen however is that many of the
politicians who claimed to be very sorry because of Palme’s death and very
determined to do everything to get his assassin caught really do not care
too much and possibly never have done.

The work with my book proceeds slowly but steadily. What a blessing it is
to be able to use a computer which can store a lot of information in a
systematic and accessible way!!

Unfortunately 1 did not get a scholarship so I will not be able toc go to
the States and atudy archivea. I satill have the hope to be able to see you
gome time in the future. For the time being I will take pleasure in our
correspondence if you have the wish and atrength to continue.

My best regardse to you and your wife
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