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Juns 2, 1859

A8tormey Coners) Jobn Hitensil)
Jepartmant of Justice
Fu-nington, D.C.

Toep Mp. Miltehell,

“f%ar I twice wrote you heginaiss thras menths 2zr. 1 oot &
sen~rasTonsive mwply, far yon, 42 the nume of yeur Asslastent Attorney
Generel {n ¢hzrge of the Criminsl J4viston, from Lle Chief o? tue
Gemarsl Orizes Ceetion. Fithoud my ever having sotten eny idind of
boneet or neselzgful enswer 45 eny inmgniry of veur Depuriment, under
any efmirfstration, this one Yegan with tihe Bold stetoment "thet further
sxchirage of eurréspondencs between yourzelf sud She Depertment of
Justioe on this netter will,serve ro uwsefl purpose.”

3% this peint, ofter five unanswers! lstters sudsesusnt o
uy recelpt of this acourate forecsst that you would naver resvend,
lettere in shioh I soked for eccsss to mhab I e= satitled fo under the
lew 1% is gour obligeticn % auieree, it lonks very muod ss 40 he
tepertawnt of Justiss iz more sDreid $2:% correspondenss wiuld as ve
& uwselul parposw, a2 purpoce of Zsars.

ha I srote esrlisr, I do underatsad 3ost Busy exsoutives must
delegste %5 thuse sader tham what tosy ounnod sddend parzonsliy, as Lhey
Aust else depend upon sthers fr the {oforetion they-heve., This in o
wuy diminishes 3he respenaibility of those In cherss. The sttemey Cen-
eral stili runs tie Dppediuaent of Juatice, I¥ 13, I beliavs, your Pese
ponsibility $o see that the luwa are sbserved, by you ead ¥y your Tep~
artment, 28 1t 12 To see Vet cltizbns muking proper Ingwiries get nPo-
vor resyonse within a reesonable $ima.

Fhen s oliimen asks his Depsrtusns of Justiss for macas: %o

court records snd ¢ammot set an onawed, thi-ge heve pessed s deplorsile stste
in g oountry sueh am ours, <« heve mude this recuesty Jou have B0t reaposded.

Fractieslly, this mesns you bave Pelfuced 2. £ Beliswe yuu gunnod.

After you op your offies referrad my firat twa lstiters €0 Ui

Beleher I taueresfiar wrote him, Becsuzs Bs 2eg mot sues gesyondad, in say vy,
I ageia adiress you. I heve 4w purposss. I5 t2e dogree I gan, I want 30 B
esrtain thet you imow e situstion, for the responsiBilisy {s yours, emd, 1f
necesssry, I wsat %o inveke the lews thet sniitla = %0 thsd Sieh I pack, I

prefar not to huve o resort to this, as I would Bspe you weuld, 2aa,

I made gpacific pecuests for gpefific (naformetisn 1n letdars o

your Terartment belwsen Yareh 30 ua2d April 23, I£ 1 o veofused this informee-
tinn, I respectfully ssqueat citatlen of the authoriiy under whiledh you refuss
it. in each case I slso vek $het you provide e with the £-pme and inastructlcus
I #2411 nesd % ssek to obiain this informumijon under the *Tre-dom of Inforsstion®



D

lew, It is 2y intdntion to iawnke the provisions of this lew, 17 necessary,
Nay I cell to your sitention tusi 4 have, in the post, saked ihe Sow rpment
for the means of usildzing dhie luw without svar 23ving @eon so e ulnped?

I & mot taink this was 4ha izntend of Congrees in enncting the iaw,

Among those-documents I hewe sought unguccesefully 13 a memorene
dm of trenafer of the "resident Yemady mmSopsy materdal, ss set Zarth and
deseribed iu earifer eorrasponlanes in yrup Tiles. Respeatfully T a1} 3o
Jour afienticn thr fact %hat tuls docurwnt 4s one of ¥as working popara of
$he speclal pansl coavened by yoir pradecessor and by it was sn inwntortad,
i believe 3ia remaves it from auy executivs aufBority %o w1ihkald §% snd
baerawith remsw my recuest for ik,

Unter the previcus adzinistration, shen I asked for sacess 3» the
imoroverly-sgtiaeld Tevid U, Forsda astarisl, I s 3old Y7 Hze Vineon $2e% 8
review wos wader asy,. I hove sinse usaked the resmlta ol this review sadchave
had po responses I rensw tds questlon, renew the reguast for this msterial,
end would liks the nmecsasary isstrietions sl forme for appliesiion uader the
sbove-cited lsw sbeuld I sgein be denisi. oy ie in shiz zoxnectlecn, gell to
your stiention tue sseming impropriety sud Lue ineemsistansy 41 $a8 Zovermmens
cleining in court, te @ lltigans, thet o has mot exRsusied Ris aduiniasrative
remodies while the seme governzent denies anather secess %o his adxisistrativa
remedica’?

Thile I am unsilling o bollewe 1%, wher I was {nformed that egantn
of the Todersl Buremy of ~uvastiszesisn were defaming me, 1 342 ¢oll this report
to your sttention, believinz, es 1 do, thst thars shoull 2 et lgssd s 7ro Corma
Gonisl of ite Asi@e from Mr., Belcher's mssursace "iist such sonduet weuld Be in
complets dlsregard of Tepsrtmantsl znd Bareay policy® s d 2ig etetement 1het a
cowy of my let¥sr Bes sent "§c the Director of the Pursau fHr his considarstion”™
Irbeve hoard rot2ing. Ghen thst Burean promises to send me & Sopy of its press
relesse ond dossn't, md whon thet Mirecter £sils tu respond to & nridten requast
for a press relesse, perhaps L should mot be surprised st the abeente o a for=
the-record demisl, dovever, 1 would prefsr te think the “Lterasy Csneral ol the
United Itstes would Dot be contemt Tor ths mailsr to rest here,

irhave often requssted s couy 5f the spoetimgreovhle snulssls of ke
tulle$ end frogmeate or bullsts slleged %o baw been used in the murdsr of Presi~
dent John Yemnedy. My written requests o the Dirovtor hes never besn answered,
I hersdy remes this request, 2siking, if I an denied, Ior & stetonmsni of the
FousoL or Feasons aad the Insiructlons znd Larme for invocstion of the Froodom
of Ialsrmetion law. T4tk regerd te the srren Commisriorn file iGectified ms
CD47:7, 1 mnle the ssme renueste, am 1 &s wiil OD1ZEQ.

imeag those unansvered requasts referred $o abeve is iBo eviisnse
prosented in court in Bnsland, I wuld now iiks o breadem thst S 1neluce
thet ueed in Memphis, directly end indirsctly, in the cese of Jrmes . srl Ssy.

“hem I meke vequesta of the Natlomsl Archives, thess now is a dalay
of not lo=s than t=o months le fore thers is 20y #ind of reapos 8, Eivn tlera le
ofig. I Deliecws this, in {%self; clouds the purpsses snd Lategrity of the Boverur nte
Your own Bapartzment deoes net respond at slle I do hopme you -3ll correct this, >a8%
you will sgrea thet shen s citizen and more, a sTiter, maiss prower intuiry of Rhe
Covsramant, respsnas sheulid be ma promst 28 sessille.

Sincersiy,
dareld deisberg



