
year Paul, 	 9/12/60 

Glad to get your note of the 8th and the LaTimes review of the Sem/Jeers book. 

/lye been meaning to write you to let you know that on Monday Ism griee into 
Georgetown gliv. Hospital foe arterial eereery. They think 711 be there B-9 daes. 
gather that this ie as routino as any such surgery can be. I can't toll you mach because 
I didn't ask any questions.- So until I'm the I won't know. 

I had my local doctor send us down for emseinationeeith some of the wonderful 
vole= alet*tre-,ez C3 ,".:fit. It diecloted a Dart:lea 10coltege in who loft femoral artee7. 
1 was then admitted for a day for an erberbogremwhieh disclosed that it can be fixed and 
another one of which £ know nothing. 411 I asked is whether they could do it immediately 
and about how long I'd be in. The doctor has an international reputation. ae was uhe 
consultant on Nixon's thigh survey' the name approximete location. 

Sorry the strike has had you out of work for so long. It is in the neve axone hero 
tty such every day but I recall no suggestion that the ii43108 Will be resolved soon. 

le they ere, net became° r  lout at thoee dhoue beeaase I dou t, but because of ell the 
jobs of so nem people. Reminds as of the bositeee of the mumaiana and ca%P33Wil not 
getting paid for their records that yore used on radio in tho early dem. 

Sommers has gone a ol'artaUlatke jab Of puffing up a readable and impressive book.-  
Howevee, it oaenot survive close analysis and 407 those budfa who are for anYthing that 
is against the official story think:well of ite Hie theories ao not ourvive eleee 
examination ofheex then, but they are attractive. 

te eimply is not honest.` You have detectel'his purloining of ele work. 'I}xv trust a 
=en who awe that and goes to such emtremes to mike it appear that he cites his sources? 

ilia claim that thew people were not interviewed also in untruu 

some of theoee in whom be puts great-store, of with no corroboration or any 
kind ofeeeaxmation, gibe& no =edibility at elle 

The Times review is not an unusual ono. hose who ere not blinlay ac4nat any 
criticism of the official mythology like both what he has fabricated and bow be did it. 

I have no reason to have any question about the known account or the tregta 
murder of Lowenstein, that it was by a matt mane 

Our Bumper wears finally to have eadedi The last couple of night have been in 
the love-Gs, reet ce the daye now do not got to & 	ter:447W e week or lasso  
although some have gotten that hat. The beet set en ell-tine record here, end with it 
we've had and are having a drought. Now the trees are beginning to turn, those that 
do eerliere a few leaece have reliant  the jaPansee beetles are gone and there are other 
signs of falie Glad yon aumeer was not too tripiftaant. 

Qur hest, 



PAUL WURTZEL 

1688 SUNSET PLAZA DR., Los ANGELES, CALIF. 90069 

Sept. 8, 1980 

Dear Harold; 

tell, out of work ao:ain since I last 

wrote to you. The actors strike. I hope 

the citizens of this country will put two 

and two together and see what they will get 

if they elect Reagen. Do you think the public 

is stupid enough to elect him as president? 

I have finished reading Summers book on 

the JFK murder. I found it very interesting. 

Of course he used much of your original work 

and that of others but what he presents makes 

sense to me as farogas theory goes. Do you 

find any validity in any of his work? I found 

a copy of the LA Times book review on it(enclos
ed). 

I hope you and Lil are well and have sur- 

vived the summer without too much discomfort. 

It has been a relatively cool summer for us, bu
t 

we may get the heat later in September. 

Do you have any thoughts on the Allard 

Lowentein murder other than has been in the 

papier? 



R
esurrecting the' specter o doubt from

 the D
allas J.F.K

.assassination 
6
/f 

Conspiracy by A
nthony Sum

m
ers (M

cG
raw

-M
I $17.95; illustrated) 

T
he specter of doubt about the assassination of John 
F. K

ennedy appeared in the nightm
are hours after 

he w
as killed in D

allas and has not been allayed or 
exorcised in the 17 years since. W

as the crim
e the re-

sult of a conspiracy? W
ere secret intelligence agencies 

R
eview

ed by R
obert K

irsch 

involved? W
as it the w

ork of left-w
ing or right-w

ing 
groups, organized crim

e, anti-C
astro or pro-C

astro. 
forces, or som

e com
bination of these? 

B
ritish investigative reporter A

nthony Sum
m

ers be-
cam

e interested in the K
ennedy case w

hile prO
ducing a 

B
B

C
-T

V
 docum

entary on it, decided to pursue the m
at-

ter-not only in archive research but in tracing and talk-
in

g to surviving w
itnesses, som

e of w
hose testim

ony  

w
as ignored by the W

arren C
om

m
ission or rem

ained 
unpursued by the H

ouse of R
epresentatives Select 

C
om

m
ittee on A

ssassinations because of lack of tim
e 

and funds. T
he Select C

om
m

ittee report last year con-
cluded—

on the basis of new
 acoustical analyses of tapes 

of a m
otorcycle officer's open m

icrophone—
that at least 

tw
o gunm

en fired at the President on N
ov. 22,1963, one 

from
 the T

exas B
ook D

epository, the other from
 the 

"grassy knoll" on D
ealey Plaza. 

T
he com

m
ittee's detailed and com

pelling account of 
its investigation of the assassinations of President K

en-
nedy and D

r. M
artin L

uther K
ing w

as published just 
less than a year ago and still is available in "T

he Final 
A

ssassination R
eport" (B

antam
 E

xtra E
dition: 63.96; il-

lustrated; w
ith a forew

ord by T
om

 W
icker and an in-

troduction by R
obert B

lakey, chief counsel of the com
-

m
ittee.) D

espite the dram
atic conclusions of evidence of  

conspiracy in the killing of President K
ennedy and of 

another conspiracy in the m
urder of K

ing, the report 
m

et public apathy and the custom
ary hostility in the 

press tow
ard any w

ho dissented from
 the orthodoxy of 

the W
arren R

eport, w
hich had L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald as 

the sole assassin and Jack R
uby as an em

otional aven-

ger,-  a sm
all-tim

e nebbish w
hose only m

otive w
as to 

save Jacqueline K
ennedy from

 a
. harrow

ing ordeal at 
O

sw
ald's trail. A

m
azingly, w

hen the Select C
om

m
ittee 

report appeared, som
e editorial w

riters expressed the 

view
 that it did no service to iota .); that it prolonged 

confusion. O
ne new

spaper said w
ith confidence, "Few

 
A

m
ericans are very fervent these days to know

 the 
single, burning, absolute truth about the killings." 

Seen across the chasm
 of W

atergate, in the light of 
revelations about the C

IA
 and FBI in dom

estic Intel- 
.
 	

Please Turn to Page 9 



J.F.K
., A

ssassination 
C

ontinued from
 F

irst P
age 

ligence, both the report of the S
elect C

om
m

ittee and 

S
um

m
ers' "C

onspiracy" have claim
s on our attention. 

T
he latter has done w

hat A
m

erican journalists, w
ith a 

few
 rare exceptions, should have done in seeking the 

truth about D
allas, 1963.. T

here is m
ore than sufficient 

data to establish that the W
arren C

om
m

ission, how
ever 

noble its m
otives in seeking to allay the fears of the 

A
m

erican public, how
ever capable its staff, sim

ply did 

not have all the inform
ation to w

ork w
ith, tended to ig-

nore testim
ony that did not com

port w
ith its theory of 

the single assassin. W
e know

 now
 that the intelligence 

agencies w
ere disingenuous and m

isleading in their de-

nials of know
ledge about O

sw
ald. It is not to attribute 

sinister m
otives to the W

arm
in C

om
m

ission to see that 

it functioned—
w

ith at least ohe m
em

ber, A
llen D

ulles, 

w
ho w

as form
er head of the C

IA
—

to provide som
e 

reassurances that have turned out to be pure fiction. 

Indeed, the K
ennedy case is filled w

ith m
yths and 

anti-m
yths. O

ne m
yth is that the K

ennedy case re-

ceived the best scientific, expert investigation m
odern 

A
m

erica could m
uster. T

hat sim
ply isn't the case. A

ny 

S
aturday night m

urder in a big city receives m
ore ex-

perienced autopsy procedure than the slain A
m

erican 

President did. E
ven w

ith the confusion and em
otion of 

the m
om

ent, som
e of the poor handling of evidence is 

shocking. T
he struggle over the P

resident's corpse re-

sulted in the Secret Service taking it aw
ay from

 exper-

ienced D
allas  authorities at gunpoint, flying it to B

e-

thesda N
aval H

ospital w
here doctors, according to the 

expert study com
m

issioned by the S
elect C

om
m

ittee, 

"had insufficient training and experience to evaluate a 

death from
 gunshot w

ounds." N
one w

as a forensic 

pathologist and the dean of that profession, D
r. M

ilton 

H
e) pern, form

er M
edical E

xam
iner for N

ew
 Y

ork C
ity, 

said of the P
resident's autopsy, "It's like sending a 7- 

year -old boy w
ho has taken three lessons on the violin 

over to the N
ew

 Y
ork Philharm

onic and expecting him
 

to perform
 a T

chaikovsky sym
phony. H

e know
s how

 to 

hold the violin and bow
, but he has a long w

ay to go be-

fore he can m
ake m

usic." 
T

hose w
ho rem

ained skeptical of the official version 

of the assassination, the people passed off as cranks, 

neurotics, obsessives and lunatics—
and there w

ere 

surely som
e sensation-seekers am

ong them
—

w
ere tar - -

gets of criticism
 and m

ockery in the press, so m
uch so 

that, again in the post-W
atergate view

, it is not im
pos-

sible that they w
ere victim

s of intelligence "disinfor-

m
ation" efforts. Y

et m
any of the "assassinologists," as 

they w
ere som

etim
es called—

am
ong them

 M
ary Ferrell 

of T
exas, Paul H

och of C
alifornia, Sylvia M

eagher and 

reporter E
arl G

olz of the D
allas M

orning N
ew

s—

through m
eticulous scholarship and zeal kept alive the 

investigation, w
hich should have been the w

ork of offi- 

ri 

cial agencies. E
ven m

ore so now
. If the Select C

om
m

it-

tee's conclusion is valid, then sim
ple justice dem

ands 

that leads be follow
ed before m

ore tim
e passes. 

S
um

m
ers w

as surprised and even shocked that he 

found a "journalistic vacuum
" W

hen he sought out tes- 

tim
ony, "repeatedly found m

yself the first reporter to 

interview
 relevant w

itnesses." T
hese included W

arren 

C
om

m
ission staffers w

ho expressed dissatisfaction w
ith 

the "evidence" they w
ere given by the F

B
I and C

IA
. 

O
ne form

er W
arren C

om
m

ission counsel, .Judge B
urt 

G
riffin, told Sum

m
ers, "I feel betrayed. I feel that the 

C
IA

 lied to us, that w
e had an agency of governm

ent 

here w
hich w

e w
ere depending upon, that w

e expected 

to be truthful w
ith us, and to cooperate w

ith us. A
nd 

they didn't do it. T
he C

IA
 concealed from

 us the fact 

that they w
ere involved in efforts to assassinate C

astro 

w
hich could have been of extrem

e im
portance to us. 

E
specially the fact that they w

ere involved in w
orking 

w
ith the M

afia at that tim
e." G

riffin felt the sam
e about 

the F
B

I: "W
hat is m

ost disturbing to m
e is that tw

o 

agencies of the governm
ent, that w

ere supposed to be 

loyal and faithful to us, deliberately m
isled us.' 

T
he strength of Sum

m
ers' book is in the increm

ent of 

detail, carefully w
oven, organized around the physical 

evidence, around the personality and politics of O
sw

ald, 

the associations and friends of R
uby, the situation in 

C
uba that brought gangsters and anti-C

astro forces 

together, the K
ennedy policies that aroused hostility in 

both these groups, and, not least, the host of official in-

telligence agents and the netw
ork of sm

aller fish, avo- 

cational secret agents, people used by sem
iofficial in-

form
ers and provocateurs. O

sw
ald w

as in this w
orld, no 

m
atter the denials issued at the tim

e. N
am

es and places 

are given. T
he setting of those years is brought alive. 

Sum
m

ers' ow
n conclusions are tentative. It is no part 

of his brief to solve the problem
. T

hat is the obligation 

of this country and its institutions, but his ow
n detach- 

m
ent, his m

agisterial w
ay of handling the evidence, 

gives the w
ork great credibility. A

t the very least, it 

show
s the m

any areas that need to be exam
ined m

ore 

closely: A
 deeper study of M

afia figures, A
m

erican in-

telligence personnel (including m
ilitary intelligence) 

and anti-C
astro activists is arguably necessary after the 

revelations in this book. 
"It is certainly possible that a renegade elem

ent in 

U
.S

. intelligence m
anipulated O

sw
ald—

w
hatever his 

role on N
ov. 22, 1963. T

hat sam
e elem

ent m
ay have ac-

tivated paw
ns in the anti-C

astro m
ovem

ent and the 

M
afia to m

urder the President," Sum
m

ers w
rites. It is a 

scenario that is unpalatable to m
ost A

m
ericans, the no-

tion that the very agencies charged w
ith protecting this 

country could unleash forces that w
ould kill the P

res- . 

ident. B
ut such things have happened before at the 

courts of kings and in that w
orld of m

irrors w
e know

 so 

w
ell from

 espionage fiction. 
T

he case is unraveling. O
ld F

B
I and C

IA
 hands 

proved m
ore w

illing to talk, to reveal w
hat they had 

7:77777.7777,77-7 

held back—
contacts w

ith O
sw

ald, strange coincidences 

and contradictions, efforts to build a pro-C
astro, leftist 

identity for O
sw

ald, including the appearance of the so-

called second O
sw

ald in M
exico at a tim

e w
hen the real 

O
sw

ald w
aq in the U

nited States, evidence that O
sw

ald 

Fair Play for C
uba activities'w

ere part of the attem
pt to 

em
barrass pro-C

astro forces. O
sw

ald m
et w

ith an im
-

portant U
.S. intelligence official before- the assassina-

tion. T
his m

an, after the -assassination, attem
pted to 

m
anufacture a link betw

een O
sw

ald and C
uban C

om
-

m
unist 

 

 envoys. T
here is further evidence that w

hen 

President K
ennedy w

as considering norm
alizing rela-

tionships w
ith C

uba, the C
IA

 w
as planing assassina-

tionattem
pts against C

astro, a possible "studied at-

tem
pt to subvert national policy, 

A
rthur Schlesinger 

Jr. told Sum
m

ers. A
t the fringes, the agencies could be 

out of control. 	
- 

Jack R
uby's connections w

ith C
uba, w

ith M
afia 

chieftains (and particularly several w
ho had vow

ed to 

erase P
resident K

ennedy), his need for m
oney, his 

cryptic rem
arks in jail after the tilling of O

sw
ald sug-

gest that this act w
as neither spontaneous nor passion-

ate as it has been represented. 
 

S
um

m
ers takes these intricate m

atters, this cast of 

characters from
 the nether-w

orld of operators, political 

fanatics, double agents; from
 the ordinary folk brought 

in by accident or coincidence to be w
itnesses—

taxi- -

drivers and passers-by, aides and officials; show
s the 

m
ethodology of spying —

O
sw

ald's "defection" to the 

S
oviet U

nion alm
ost certainly w

as engineered by 

A
m

erican intelligence, a classic ploy in the period—

w
eighs the quality of testim

ony, the m
atters of m

eans, 

m
otive and opportunity, brings us the ingredients of 

suspense fiction w
ith this difference: O

n every page, 

the connection betw
een actions and events, betw

een 

hatred and vengeance and the terrible doom
 of the 

young President is m
ade. T

his is an aw
esom

e w
ork of 

reportage, an overview
 of years of study of the assas-

sination w
ith the pow

er of a plea as from
 Z

ola for jus-

tice. In its clear and understated style, it is a m
odel of 

its kind of journalism
. 

F
or inform

ation 
an

d
 rates on

 
B

ook E
xchange 

advertising -r a w
eekly 

featu
re of th

is section
 

call the L
os A

ngeles office, 

(213) 972-3000. 

N
ew

 Y
ork, (212) 697-6200. 

C
hicago, (312) 527-4410. 

S
an F

rancisco, (415) 421-6643. 

CREATE SONTIMIR 
M

any people have used creativitf 
as a stepping-stone to persona 
acco

m
p

lish
m

en
t an

d
 su

ccess. 
W

h
at w

as th
eir secret—

su
p

er-
high 10? Luck? M

ysticism
? N

o, 
th

ey sim
p

ly kn
ew

 certain
 tech

-
niques or thought that don't occur 
to

 m
a
n

y
. N

o
w

 y
o

u
 c

a
n

 le
a
rn

 
ab

o
u

t th
em

 In
 Y

o
u
 
	O

F 
C

R
E

A
T

IV
IT

Y
" (c

lo
th

 b
o

u
n

d
, 

$12.95). Y
o

u
r m

o
n

ey b
ack (o

n
 

unm
arked books) II not delighted. 
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