
started w
ork on this thing w

hile the A
ssassination C

om
m

ittee w
as still at w

ork, and before 
they had that conclusion. T

he reason that I felt a reporter had to sit dow
n and do a book 

w
as that I found w

hen I w
as doing m

y docum
entary that w

hen I w
ent dow

n the road and 
started w

earing out the shoe leather, as it w
ere, as a reporter, I found that tim

e after tim
e 

w
itnesses hadn't been interview

ed by the press before. A
nd that in a w

ay there'd been, if 
yo

u
 like

, a
n

o
th

e
r co

n
sp

ira
cy, a

 co
n

sp
ira

cy o
f a

p
a

th
y in

 th
is ca

se
. A

n
d

 it se
e

m
e

d
 to

 m
e

 
tim

e
, n

o
t le

a
st b

e
ca

u
se

 o
f th

e
 co

m
in

g
 re

p
o

rt o
f th

e
 co

m
m

itte
e

, th
a

t a
 re

p
o

rte
r d

id
 d

o
 a

 
co

m
p
re

h
e
n
sive

 jo
b
. A

n
d
 th

a
t's w

h
a
t I've

 trie
d
 to

 d
o
. 

H
U

N
T

E
R

-G
A

U
L
T

: A
ll rig

h
t. L

e
t's d

e
a
l w

ith
 th

e
 p

rim
a
ry co

n
sp

ira
cy h

e
re

. W
h
o
 w

a
s 

in
vo

lve
d
 in

 it?
 

S
U

M
M

E
R

S
: W

e don't have the nam
es and addresses of the gunm

en on the grassy knoll, 
for indeed that, of course —

 the infam
ous grassy knoll —

 is w
here the second gunm

an has 
now

 been placed by the scientists. A
nd w

hat w
e do have, is the direction of the conspiracy. 

T
he H

ouse A
ssassinations C

om
m

ittee said that the hard clues and the m
ain leads in the 

case —
 and there are a m

ass of them
, very com

plex, too com
plex to talk about in proper 

d
e
ta

il o
n
 th

is sh
o
w

 —
 p

o
in

te
d
 to

 th
e
 M

a
fia

, to
 o

rg
a
n
ize

d
 crim

e
 a

n
d
 to

 th
e
 a

n
ti-C

a
stro

 
m

ovem
ent. N

ow
, both R

uby and O
sw

ald appear to have crossed paths in their lives, and 
sp

e
cifica

lly in
 th

e
 w

e
e

ks a
n

d
 m

o
n

th
s b

e
fo

re
 th

e
 a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
, w

ith
 p

e
o

p
le

 w
h

o
 w

e
re

 
involved w

ith both those forces. N
ow

, w
hen you see that O

sw
ald had a public posture of 

being an avow
ed leftist, a supporter of F

idel C
astro in the m

onths before the assassination, 
and w

hen you suddenly have a firm
 know

ledge of tw
o gunm

en, you have to decide how
 

leftist O
sw

ald fits into an assassination conspiracy com
ing from

 such opposite forces. 

H
U

N
T

E
R

-G
A

U
L
T

: W
e
ll, w

h
a
t kin

d
 o

f co
n
clu

sio
n
s d

id
 yo

u
 co

m
e
 u

p
 w

ith
 a

b
o
u
t w

h
y 

organized crim
e and the anti-C

astro forces w
ould w

ant to kill K
ennedy? 

S
U

M
M

E
R

S
: M

a
n

y p
e

o
p
le

 h
a

d
 re

a
so

n
s fo

r se
e

in
g

 P
re

sid
e

n
t K

e
n
n
e
d
y o

u
t o

f th
e
 w

a
y. I 

th
in

k th
e
 cle

a
re

st-cu
t m

o
tive

 is in
 th

e
 ca

se
 o

f th
e
 M

a
fia

. T
h
e
 fa

ct is th
a
t th

e
 K

e
n
n
e
d
y 

adm
inistration, especially w

ith R
obert K

ennedy as attorney general, w
as pursuing the m

ob 
as never before or since. In the year before the K

ennedy adm
inistration began, there w

ere 
33 organized crim

e convictions across the U
nited S

tates, a paltry figure. In the last year, 
th

a
t's th

e
 la

st six m
o

n
th

s o
f th

e
 p

re
sid

e
n

t's life
 a

n
d

 th
e

 six m
o

n
th

s w
h

ich
 fo

llo
w

e
d

, th
e

 

ca
rry-o

n
 ca

se
s, th

e
re

 w
e

re
 m

o
re

 th
a

n
 6

0
0

. S
p

e
cifica

lly, R
o

b
e

rt K
e

n
n

e
d

y a
s a

tto
m

e
y 

general w
as pursuing nam

ed M
afia bosses, including S

am
 G

iancana in C
hicago, S

antos 
T

ra
ffica

n
te

 in
 F

lo
rid

a
, a

n
d
 C

a
rlo

s M
a
rce

llo
 in

 N
e
w

 O
rle

a
n
s, L

o
u
isia

n
a
. A

n
d
 th

e
re

 w
e
re

 
certainly a num

ber of them
 w

ho felt, at the m
iddle level of organized crim

e certainly, that 
lite

ra
lly it w

a
s tim

e
 to

 g
o
 b

a
ck to

 Ita
ly. W

e
 h

a
ve

 th
e
m

 o
n

 p
h
o
n
e
 ta

p
s, F

B
I su

rve
illa

n
ce

, 
ta

lkin
g

 a
b

o
u

t th
is. 

H
U

N
T

E
R

-G
A

U
L

T
: A

n
d

 w
h

a
t a

b
o

u
t th

e
 a

n
ti-C

a
stro

 p
e

o
p

le
?

 W
h

a
t w

o
u

ld
 th

e
ir p

u
rp

o
se

 
be? 

S
U

M
M

E
R

S
: T

h
e
 a

n
ti-C

a
stro

 e
xile

 m
o
ve

m
e
n
t h

a
d
 fe

lt a
m

b
iva

le
n
t a

b
o
u
t P

re
sid

e
n
t K

e
n
-

nedy's policies and about him
 personally ever since the B

ay of P
igs, w

hen it w
as perceived 

by them
 that he had declined to give them

 the air support that they thought w
ould have 

m
ade their invasion w

ork. A
nd then again, at the tim

e of the C
uban m

issile crisis —
 and 

w
e should rem

em
ber, you know

, w
e have to get back into the tem

per of the tim
es —

 the 
C

uban m
issile crisis w

as just a year before the assassination. A
nd w

hat m
ost of us thought 

w
as a heroic president facing up to the R

ussians over the m
issiles w

as seen by m
any of the 

C
uban exiles once again as a betrayal because he assured K

hrushchev that there w
ould be 

n
o

 U
.S

. in
va

sio
n

 o
f C

u
b

a
. A

n
d

 fin
a

lly, it's little
 kn

o
w

n
, b

u
t I've

 p
o

in
te

d
 it u

p
 in

 m
y b

o
o

k, 
that in the eight w

eeks before the assassination, P
resident K

ennedy had secretly, behind 
the backs of U

.S
. intelligence and the S

tate D
epartm

ent, had given the go-ahead to a secret 

—
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isn't as sim
ple and perhaps—

 it isn't as sim
ple as P

rofessor B
lakey w

as suggesting just 
n

o
w

, a
n

d
 I d

o
n

't th
in

k h
e
 w

ould suggest that. T
he fact is. that I think there are m

any areas 
that need m

ore looking into, and this is one of them
. 

M
acN

E
IL: W

ell. w
e're not going to solve that one, and you and M

r. P
hillips have been 

arguing that one on a num
ber of television program

s around the country, and no doubt w
ill 

continue. Let's go dow
n to som

e of the m
ore concrete aspects of this. D

o you believe that 
O

sw
ald pulled the trigger, any trigger? 

S
U

M
M

E
R

S
: O

n balance, on the evidence, the com
m

ittee cam
e to the conclusion last 

year, that yes, he w
as one of the tw

o gunm
en. I have a problem

 w
ith that, as I indicated 

earlier in this program
, that if you say 'tw

o gunm
en' and then if you say that the direction 

of the conspiracy cam
e from

 the M
afia and from

 the anti-C
astro m

ovem
ent, how

 does 
O

sw
ald, an avow

ed leftist, a pro-C
astro figure, fit into that? S

o, I have looked at the hard 
evidence for O

sw
ald's w

hereabouts in the building that day. I w
as struck by various things. 

O
sw

ald claim
ed under interrogation that he'd been in the lunchroom

 during the assassi-
nation. N

ow
. I find it odd that a m

an like O
sw

ald w
ould not have been out there w

atching 
th

e
 m

o
to

rca
d
e
. O

n
 th

e
 o

th
e
r h

a
n
d
, o

n
e
 fin

d
s th

a
t th

e
 W

a
rre

n
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 d

id
n
't lo

o
k 

seriously enough at com
m

ents by the forem
an in the T

exas S
chool B

ook D
epository and 

several others, that he had in fact been dow
nstairs at noon or after 12 o'clock. A

nd I did, 
fo

r m
y p

a
rt, fo

r w
h

a
t it's w

o
rth

, tra
ck d

o
w

n
 a

 w
itn

e
ss w

h
o

 I th
o

u
g

h
t w

a
s a

 cre
d

ib
le

 
w

om
an, w

ho w
as assistant to the vice president of the B

ook D
epository at that tim

e. S
he 

says that just before she left the B
ook D

epository to w
atch the m

otorcade, she w
ent into the 

lunchroom
 for a glass of w

ater, and there w
as O

sw
ald sitting quietly having som

e lunch. 
S

he knew
 him

 w
ell. S

he looked after the cash in the building, knew
 him

 w
ell. N

ow
, the 

thing is, and it's im
portant to understand this, that she told the F

B
I at the tim

e that she left 
the building at 12:25. T

he president w
as due to go past at 12:25, and I don't think that—

 it 
seem

s odd to m
e that an alleged assassin w

ould be sitting dow
nstairs eating his lunch, even 

to establish an alibi, just a couple of m
inutes before the president w

as due to go past. 

M
a

cN
E

IL
: D

o
 yo

u
 still b

e
lie

ve
 th

a
t O

sw
a

ld
 d

id
 p

u
ll th

e
 trig

g
e

r?
 

B
LA

K
E

Y
: M

r. M
acN

eil. I have been a prosecutor and an investigator for 20 years. I have 
review

ed all of the evidence and talked to the w
itnesses. Lee H

arvey O
sw

ald is guilty 
beyond all reasonable doubt. 

M
a
cN

E
IL

: B
u
t n

o
t a

lo
n
e
, in

 yo
u
r vie

w
?
 

B
L
A

K
E

Y
: B

u
t n

o
t a

lo
n
e
. A

n
d
 th

e
 im

p
o
rta

n
t th

in
g
 is th

a
t h

e
 d

id
 h

a
ve

 h
e
lp

. 

M
a
cN

E
IL

: C
a
n
 th

is ca
se

 still b
e
 so

lve
d
 a

fte
r so

 m
u
ch

 tim
e
 h

a
s g

o
n
e
 b

y. so
 m

a
n
y 

w
itnesses h

a
v

e
 died? 

B
LA

K
E

Y
: Let m

e sum
 it up for you very quickly. G

ive m
e five law

yers and 25 F
B

I agents 
and six m

onths in the fields, using the techniques available to m
e as a crim

inal investi-
gator. and I w

ill tell you w
hether I can indict additional people. I do, in fact, believe that 

people w
ho had a hand in the assassination are alive and are at large. W

hether it could be 
solved w

ith an indictm
ent requires m

ore investigation. O
n the other hand, I think I know

 
the truth of w

hat happened, and I don't think additional investigation w
ould substantially 

change that picture. 

M
a

cN
E

IL
: D

o
 yo

u
 th

in
k it ca

n
 still b

e
 so

lve
d

?
 

S
U

M
M

E
R

S
: I—

 In
 th

is I a
b
so

lu
te

ly a
g
re

e
 w

ith
 w

h
a
t P

ro
fe

sso
r B

la
ke

y h
a
s sa

id
. Y

o
u
 

know
, if. 40 years on. w

e still think it's right to pursue N
azi w

ar crim
inals to the ends of 

the earth, and apparently w
e do —

 I've seen cases in the new
spapers since I've been here. 

talking about extraditing people from
 C

alifornia to go and face w
ar crim

es trials in E
urope. 
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at Jack R
uby, as w

e did, you get a w
holly new

 view
 of w

ho he w
as and w

hat he w
as doing. 

A
ll kinds of things that w

ere not m
ade available to the W

arren C
om

m
ission in 1964 com

e 
out and that leads you to say that the key to the assassination is in Jack R

uby's personality, 
n

o
t in

 L
e

e
 H

a
rve

y O
sw

a
ld

's. 

M
a
cN

E
IL

: W
e
ll, w

h
e
re

 d
o
e
s th

a
t le

a
d
 in

 yo
u
r o

w
n
 co

n
sp

ira
cy th

e
o
ry?

 

B
LA

K
E

Y
: M

y judgm
ent is that elem

ents of organized crim
e killed the president, and that 

there w
as n

o
- 

M
a
cN

E
IL

: A
lo

n
e
?
 

B
L

A
K

E
Y

: A
lo

n
e

, th
a

t th
e

re
 w

a
s n

o
 in

te
llig

e
n

ce
 in

vo
lve

d
 in

 it. 

M
a
cN

E
IL

: A
n
d
 th

e
re

 w
a
s n

o
 a

n
ti-C

a
stro

 e
le

m
e
n
t in

vo
lve

d
?
 

B
LA

K
E

Y
: W

ell, there is not alw
ays a difference betw

een an anti-C
astro group of people 

and organized crim
e. F

or exam
ple, Lee H

arvey O
sw

ald knew
 as a youth a m

an nam
ed 

D
avid F

errie. D
avid F

errie w
as a detective for a m

an nam
ed J. R

ay G
ittel, w

ho w
as the 

law
yer for C

arlos M
arcello. D

avid F
erric w

as not only an investigator for C
arlos M

arcello, 
he also w

as a very active anti-C
astro activist him

self. S
o that they kind of m

eld in som
e 

w
ay in the personalities of som

e people. 

M
a
cN

E
IL

: S
o
, is th

e
 o

n
ly p

la
ce

 yo
u
 p

a
rt co

m
p
a
n
y w

ith
 M

r. S
u
m

m
e
rs, th

a
t yo

u
 se

e
 a

 
conspiracy, as he does, involving the M

afia, involving som
e anti-C

astro elem
ents, but not 

in
 a

n
y w

a
y co

n
n

e
cte

d
 w

ith
 A

m
e

rica
n

 in
te

llig
e

n
ce

?
 

B
L

A
K

E
Y

: W
e

ll, n
o

, a
ctu

a
lly I th

in
k th

e
re

 a
re

 o
th

e
r a

n
d

 m
o

re
 d

e
e

p
 d

ivisio
n

s b
e

tw
e

e
n

 
T

o
n

y a
n

d
 I. H

is e
xa

m
in

a
tio

n
 o

f th
e

 in
te

llig
e

n
ce

 co
m

m
u

n
ity, fo

r e
xa

m
p

le
, is p

rim
a

rily 
d
o
m

e
stic in

te
llig

e
n
ce

 co
m

m
u
n
ity. I th

in
k th

a
t a

 fa
ir e

xa
m

in
a
tio

n
 o

f th
e
 e

vid
e
n
ce

 w
e
 

developed against either the K
G

B
, the S

oviet secret police, or the M
I, the C

uban secret 
police, is in fact far m

ore com
pelling that either the R

ussians or the C
ubans w

ere actually 
in

vo
lve

d
 in

 th
e

 p
re

sid
e

n
t's d

e
a

th
. A

n
d

 I'm
 p

e
rfe

ctly w
illin

g
 to

 co
n

ce
d

e
 th

a
t I co

u
ld

 h
a

ve
 

b
e
e
n
 w

ro
n
g
 —

 I ca
n
 b

e
 w

ro
n
g
 —

 th
a
t m

a
yb

e
 th

e
 M

a
fia

 d
id

n
't d

o
 it, th

a
t m

a
yb

e
 it w

a
s 

either the S
oviets or the C

ubans. S
o that I'm

 open to the possibility of foreign intelligence, 
a

lth
o

u
g

h
 o

n
 th

e
 b

o
tto

m
 lin

e
 is I d

o
n

't th
in

k th
e

y d
id

 it. 

A
U

cN
E

IL
: W

e
ll, th

a
n
k yo

u
. C

h
a
rla

yn
e
?
 

is 
...,,t-L

iA
6

L
f: P

a
rt o

f th
e

 e
vid

e
n

ce
 M

r. S
u

m
m

e
rs g

a
th

e
re

d
 in

 lin
kin

g
 O

sw
a

ld
 to

 
e

le
m

e
n

ts w
ith

in
 th

e
 A

m
e

rica
n

 in
te

llig
e

n
ce

 co
m

m
u

n
ity is a

 film
e

d
 in

te
rvie

w
 h

e
 d

id
 w

ith
 

A
ntonio V

eciana, a C
uban exile w

ho in the '60s led an anti-C
astro terrorist group know

n 
w

e
 A

lp
h

a
 6

6
. H

e
re

 is p
a

rt o
f th

a
t in

te
rvie

w
. 

!o
n

 film
! 

S
U

M
M

E
R

S
: B

efore the K
ennedy assassination, did you m

eet Lee H
arvey O

sw
ald? 

A
N

T
O

N
IO

 V
E

C
IA

N
A

 las interpreted from
 S

panish!: Y
es, I had encountered Lee 

H
arvey O

sw
ald in D

allas at the end of A
ugust, or in the first days of S

eptem
ber of 

1
9
6
3
, a

 fe
w

 w
e
e
ks b

e
fo

re
 th

e
 p

re
sid

e
n
t w

a
s a

ssa
ssin

a
te

d
. I w

a
s a

ske
d
 to

 g
o
 to

 
D

a
lla

s a
t th

e
 re

q
u

e
st o

f m
y co

n
ta

cts w
ith

 th
e

 in
te

llig
e

n
ce

 se
rvice

 in
 th

is co
u

n
try, 

M
a

u
rice

 B
ish

o
p

. W
e

 fixe
d

 a
 m

e
e

tin
g

 d
o

w
n

to
w

n
 in

 D
a

lla
s in

 a
 b

a
n

k o
r in

su
ra

n
ce

 
co

m
p
a
n
y b

u
ild

in
g
, I d

o
n
't re

m
e
m

b
e
r w

h
ich

 it w
a
s. M

a
u
rice

 ca
m

e
 w

ith
 a

 yo
u
n
g
 

m
an. H

e seem
ed to be very quiet, very strange, preoccupied person. S

hortly after-
w

ards, I recognized him
 from

 his photographs in the new
spapers. H

e w
as w

ithout 
any doubt the K

ennedy assassin Lee H
arvey O

sw
ald. I have no doubt that the person 

w
ith

 M
a
u
rice

 B
ish

o
p
 w

a
s L

e
e
 H

a
rve

y O
sw

a
ld

 b
e
ca

u
se

 I h
a
ve

 b
e
e
n
 tra

in
e
d
 to

 
id

e
n

tify in
d

ivid
u

a
ls I m

e
t b

y n
o

tin
g

 th
e

ir p
h

ysica
l ch

a
ra

cte
ristics. 
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S
U

M
M

E
R

S
: D

o you think that later, in 1963, that M
aurice B

ishop w
as sufficiently 

against K
ennedy to be a physical threat to him

? 

V
E

C
IA

N
A

: Look, M
aurice w

as at odds w
ith K

ennedy. H
e believed that K

ennedy 
w

as a m
an w

ithout experience surrounded by unqualified advisers and that they 
w

ere leading his country into trouble. F
ollow

ing the B
ay of P

igs fiasco and after the 
m

issile crisis, B
ishop considered it w

as a trem
endous m

istake for the U
nited S

tates 
to m

ake the agreem
ent w

hich K
ennedy concluded w

ith K
hrushchev. It has been 

suggested here that there w
as a conspiracy against K

ennedy. M
aurice B

ishop had 
m

any opportunities to take part in such a conspiracy because he w
as an operative 

w
hose professional business regularly involved dirty w

ork activities, and he be-
lieved that the best thing for this country w

as to depose K
ennedy and his advisers. 

H
U

N
T

E
R

-G
A

U
L
T

: M
r. S

u
m

m
e
rs, w

h
a
t is th

e
 sig

n
ifica

n
ce

 o
f th

a
t?

 

S
U

M
M

E
R

S
: I th

in
k yo

u
 h

a
ve

 to
 se

e
 it a

s o
n
e
 p

ie
ce

 o
f e

vid
e
n
ce

. I fin
d
 it a

 tro
u
b
lin

g
 

interview
 because I think that som

e parts of w
hat A

ntonio V
eciana, w

ho w
as the leader, 

the w
ell-know

n leader of a m
ajor anti-C

astro guerrilla group, [said] have stood up. I'm
 

doing som
e w

ork at the m
om

ent for the London O
bserver and indeed there's an investi-

gation going on for a national new
spaper in this country, and the fact is that the existence 

of the case officer, M
aurice B

ishop, appears to be corroborated. I found a w
itness w

ho 
used to pass on m

essages betw
een a m

an called B
ishop and betw

een V
eciana. A

nd w
hile 

one has corroboration of the notion that V
eciana w

as in touch w
ith a m

an called M
aurice 

B
ishop, and one begins to develop leads like that, I feel that one can't leave the kind of 

allegation that he m
akes alone. N

ow
, saying that there w

as a connection betw
een O

sw
ald 

and an elem
ent in U

.S
. intelligence, one officer e

ve
n
 in U

.S
. intelligence, is very far from

 
saying that U

.S
. intelligence w

as involved in the assassination. B
ut taking together the 

va
rio

u
s b

its o
f th

e
 a

lle
g

a
tio

n
, w

h
ich

 is th
a

t e
a

rlie
r in

 1
9

6
3

, a
t a

 tim
e

 w
h

e
n

 P
re

sid
e

n
t 

K
ennedy w

as attem
pting to reach som

e sort of detente w
ith the R

ussians over C
uba, that 

one senior officer w
as allegedly attem

pting to subvert that national policy. W
hen you take 

a specific allegation about having seen this case officer w
ith O

sw
ald, and that after the 

assassination, that case officer attem
pted to fabricate, to falsify evidence linking O

sw
ald 

w
ith

 th
e
 C

o
m

m
u
n
ist C

u
b
a
n
s, th

e
n
 o

n
e
 h

a
s a

 w
o
rryin

g
 p

ictu
re

 su
g
g
e
stin

g
 in

 le
ve

ls o
f 

gravity, a) a connection betw
een O

sw
ald and an elem

ent of U
.S

. intelligence. S
econdly, 

the possibility that that sam
e elem

ent in U
.S

. intelligence tried to use the assassination for 
its black propaganda advantage. A

nd certainly, after the assassination, a m
ass of m

aterial 
d

id
 co

m
e

 in
 o

u
t o

f M
e

xico
 C

ity, w
h

ich
 O

sw
a

ld
 h

a
d

 visite
d

 b
e

fo
re

 th
e

 a
ssa

ssin
a

tio
n

, 
indicating an involvem

ent betw
een him

 and the C
om

m
unist C

ubans. A
nd finally, if you 

take it w
ith the suggestion that that officer w

as already involved in deliberately trying to 
provoke national policy, then you m

ust certainly consider w
hether a renegade elem

ent -
and I stress, not the C

IA
 as an agency —

 but a renegade elem
ent of U

.S
. intelligence w

as 
not perhaps involved in the conspiracy. 1 don't say this is conclusive, but I don't think it's 
b

e
e

n
 su

fficie
n

tly ru
n

 d
o

w
n

 ye
t. A

n
d

 th
a

t's a
ll I've

 sa
id

 in
 m

y b
o

o
k. 

H
U

N
T

E
R

-G
A

U
L

T
: A

ll rig
h

t. Y
o

u
're

 n
o

t a
t a

ll co
n

ce
rn

e
d

 th
a

t V
e

cia
n

a
 o

n
ly ca

m
e

 fo
r-

w
a

rd
 w

ith
 th

e
se

 a
ccu

sa
tio

n
s a

fte
r sp

e
n
d
in

g
 tw

o
 ye

a
rs in

 fe
d
e
ra

l p
riso

n
 o

n
 a

 n
a
rco

tics 
co

n
victio

n
, in

 w
h

ich
 h

e
 sa

id
 th

a
t th

e
 C

IA
 se

t h
im

 u
p

?
 

S
U

M
M

E
R

S
: I'm

 not concerned. I didn't m
ention that in m

y book, incidentally, because it 
w

as not m
entioned in the final report volum

e of the A
ssassinations C

om
m

ittee report, and I 
fe

lt if th
e
y d

id
n
't d

e
e
m

 it rig
h
t to

 m
e
n
tio

n
 th

a
t in

 p
u
b
lic, th

a
t I w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t. O

n
 se

co
n
d
 

thoughts, I w
ish I had put it in the book. H

ow
ever, it's interesting that he cam

e up w
ith the 

allegation not as it w
ere to protect him

self —
 he w

as already from
 going to jail, he w

as 
a

lre
a

d
y o

u
t o

f ja
il o

n
 p

a
ro

le
 —

 a
n

d
 so

 h
e

 d
id

n
't h

e
lp

 h
im

se
lf a

n
y b

y co
m

in
g

 u
p

 w
ith

 it 
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w
hen he did. A

nd the fact is, that this m
an w

e're talking about, w
ho claim

s he's fram
ed, 

and I don't know
 w

hether he w
as or not, is a m

an w
ho in other respects has a very good 

record
. H

e's k
n

ow
n

 to all th
e p

eop
le I've talk

ed
 to, an

d
 I b

elieve to th
e p

eop
le th

e 
com

m
ittee talked to, as a m

an of integrity. A
nd the crim

e people in F
lorida w

here he lives 
certainly have no record on him

 at all, apart from
 this m

ajor event, that he w
as involved in 

a narcotic case. 

H
U

N
T

E
R

-G
A

U
L

T
: C

an you just tell m
e the nam

e, if you know
 it, of M

aurice B
ishop? 

SU
M

M
E

R
S: I certainly don't know

 it, and the search for the real identity of M
aurice 

B
ishop m

ust continue. T
he assassinations com

m
ittee and C

ongress did publicly consider 
the possibility that he w

as perhaps identical w
ith a form

er senior C
IA

 officer nam
ed D

avid 
P

hillips. D
avid P

hillips has denied it, but the com
m

ittee said in its report, and I stress, the 
com

m
ittee said as a body that it suspected V

eciana w
as lying w

hen he said that B
ishop w

as 
not P

hillips, and that for his part, P
hillips aroused the com

m
ittee's suspicion w

hen he said 
he didn't recognize V

eciana because as an officer in his senior position in anti-C
astro 

operations, that V
eciana w

as surely som
ebody he w

ould have know
n, and know

n of pretty 
w

ell. V
ecian

a w
as p

u
b

licly w
ell-k

n
ow

n
. I certain

ly d
o n

ot k
n

ow
 th

at an
yb

od
y w

as 
M

aurice B
ishop, and I think it's im

portant that som
e of the leads that w

eren't finally 
follow

ed through by the assassinations com
m

ittee, for w
hatever reason, —

 I think they 
w

ere strapped for tim
e and m

oney at the end, as all investigations are at som
e point —

 but I 
do think if the investigation is reopened in any area, it should take another hard long look at 
th

is on
e. 

H
U

N
T

E
R

-G
A

U
L

T
: A

ll right. L
et m

e just ask you briefly, M
r. B

lakey, did you—
 the 

com
m

ittee believe M
r. V

eciana's story? 

B
L

A
K

E
Y

: N
o. W

e felt he really w
as not w

orthy of belief, both as a person in the position 
to observe the events —

 L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald w
as in fact living in N

ew
 O

rleans, not in 
D

allas, at the tim
e —

 and second, w
e m

ade every effort to determ
ine w

hether there w
as a 

M
aurice B

ishop in A
m

erican intelligence, and there sim
ply w

as no substantial corrobora-
tion of it. W

e openly asked ourselves a sim
ple question. V

eciana says that he rem
em

bers 
O

sw
ald. H

ow
 could he rem

em
ber O

sw
ald? H

e couldn't even rem
em

ber the building the 
event occurred in. 

H
U

N
T

E
R

-G
A

U
L

T
: A

n
d

 th
erefore you

 also ru
le ou

t D
avid

 P
h

illip
s b

ein
g B

ish
op

, if 
B

ishop doesn't exist. 

B
L

A
K

E
Y

: W
e looked very carefully in—

 M
r. P

hillips appeared before the com
m

ittee 
tw

ice in executive session. W
e thoroughly review

ed his files, all of his confidential files 
w

ithout any redactation. W
e interview

ed all of the people around him
, and w

e are satisfied 
that D

avid P
hillips is not M

aurice B
ishop. 

SU
M

M
E

R
S: I'd like to com

e in there, if I m
ay, for a m

om
ent. 

H
U

N
T

E
R

-G
A

U
L

T
: lust briefly. 

SU
M

M
E

R
S: Y

es. T
he fact is that there is a gap at that particular point of the allegation 

about O
sw

ald m
eeting B

ishop. T
here's a gap in O

sw
ald's chronology. It's quite unusual. 

H
e's very w

ell docum
ented, and he could in fact at that point have been

 in D
allas. A

lso, 
you know

, I think it's very im
portant that the com

m
ittee found a case officer in the C

IA
 

w
ho w

as in the M
iam

i station at that tim
e, and he said he w

as certain that the nam
e B

ishop 
w

as used by an officer from
 headquarters in- 

B
L

A
K

E
Y

: H
e said 'alm

ost certain.' 

SU
M

M
E

R
S: N

o. H
e said, 'certain' that the nam

e B
ishop w

as used, and he w
as alm

ost 
positive, is the quote, that B

ishop w
as the nam

e used by D
avid P

hillips. So. you know
, it 

dialogue w
ith F

idel C
astro.w

ith a view
 to reaching a peaceful accom

m
odation. N

ow
, that 

to the C
uban anti-C

astro m
ovem

ent in this country w
as anathem

a. It w
ould have m

eant the 
end of all their hopes and dream

s of toppling C
astro and returning to C

uba. So, perhaps at 
that point —

 and I'm
 supported by people like A

rthur Schlesinger, the historian, w
ho w

as 
also in the K

ennedy adm
inistration, on this —

 perhaps at that point, the C
uban exile 

m
ovem

ent, or som
e in it, felt that instead of just resentm

ent of the president, they had an 
actual reason to stop him

. P
erhaps that w

as the trigger for the conspiracy. B
ut that's all 

speculation. It does indicate m
otive in both organized crim

e and the anti-C
astro area, but 

it's speculation, and m
y book is basically about evidence. 

H
U

N
T

E
R

-G
A

U
L

T
: Y

ou've also suggested in your book, though, that there w
as an 

elem
ent of intelligence activity involved in this. 

SU
M

M
E

R
S: I have felt—

 I have not said that I think firm
ly that U

.S. intelligence, or even 
a renegade elem

ent of the U
.S. intelligence, w

as definitely involved in the assassination. 
W

hat I have said is that from
 the record, as w

e see it at the m
om

ent, that there m
ay w

ell 
have been a connection of som

e kind betw
een L

ee O
sw

ald, the alleged assassin, and 
elem

ents of U
.S. intelligence during his brief adult life. A

nd that in those last vital m
onths, 

from
 the evidentiary point of view

, there is som
e disquieting evidence, w

hich if credible 
and if in the end it turns out to be credited, does suggest that there w

as a connection 
betw

een O
sw

ald and a senior officer in U
.S. intelligence, w

hich is certainly disquieting. 

H
U

N
T

E
R

-G
A

U
L

T
: A

ll right. T
hank you. R

obin? 

M
acN

E
IL

: A
 year ago, the H

ouse Select C
om

m
ittee on A

ssassinations ended a 28-m
onth 

investigation w
ith the conclusion that there had been a conspiracy to kill P

resident K
en-

nedy. T
he chief counsel and staff director of that com

m
ittee w

as R
obert B

lakey, w
ho is 

now
 w

riting his ow
n book on the com

m
ittee's findings. It w

ill be published in N
ovem

ber. 
In the 1960s, M

r. B
lakey w

as special rackets prosecutor in the organized crim
e section of 

R
obert K

ennedy's Justice D
epartm

ent. A
fter seven years at C

ornell, M
r. B

lakey has ju
st • 

been appointed professor of law
 at N

otre D
am

e. M
r. B

lakey, how
 far do you go w

ith M
r. 

Sum
m

ers' theories? 

B
L

A
K

E
Y

: W
ell, I think T

ony's book really says three things. F
irst, that the hard physical,. 

the scientific evidence says there w
ere tw

o shooters in D
ealey P

laza, and this requires a 
re-exam

ination of all the evidence in the case. H
e then m

akes a second point that I'll com
e 

back to, and then he m
akes a third point. A

nd that third point is that the D
epartm

ent of 
Justice, as the D

epartm
ent of Justice, really m

ust reopen this case. E
ven if it fails, it m

ust 
finish the investigation that w

as not done in 1964. I agree w
ith T

ony's first point, and I 
agree w

ith his [third] point. I am
 som

ew
hat troubled by his second point. T

hat is, that there 
is an

 in
d

ication
, as h

e p
u

t it, of d
isq

u
ietin

g evid
en

ce th
at elem

en
ts of the A

m
erican 

intelligence com
m

unity m
ay have had a hand in the president's death. T

hat suspicion, 
w

hich is real, grow
ing out of the C

hurch C
om

m
ittee's findings in 1977. largely led to the 

creation of our com
m

ittee. A
nd no other single area occupied m

y tim
e or our staff m

ore 
tim

e. A
nd w

e've just gone dow
n that road and looked, and as a professional, I can say that 

there's very little that can be done to pursue that area m
ore. A

nd that there are other m
ore 

attractive areas that ought to be pursued. 

M
acN

E
IL

: W
hat are the m

ore attractive areas? 

B
L

A
K

E
Y

: W
ell, the assassination is a fascinating subject, and like a lot of subjects, how

 
you go in depends on how

 you com
e out. If you go in looking at L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald, you 

tend to push in the direction that T
ony has. T

o look to his relationship to governm
ents, our 

ow
n or foreign governm

ents. I'm
 inclined to think that w

e've focused too long on L
ee 

H
arvey O

sw
ald, that the key to the assassination is Jack R

uby. T
hat is, w

hat happened to 
L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald w

ithin 48 hours of the president's death. A
nd w

hen you begin looking 
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!4
A

J
 

g 

A
n
d
 if w

e
 b

e
lie

ve
 th

a
t if yo

u
 o

r I a
re

 m
u
rd

e
re

d
 in

 th
e
 n

e
xt co

u
p
le

 o
f w

e
e
ks. a

n
d
 in

 th
e
 

ye
a
rs to

 co
m

e
, in

 live
 ye

a
rs. o

r te
n
 ye

a
rs, e

vid
e
n
ce

 co
m

e
s fo

rw
a
rd

 to
 sh

o
w

 th
a
t th

e
re

 h
a
s 

b
e
e
n
 a

 m
isca

rria
g
e
 o

f ju
stice

, a
s th

e
re

 h
a
s in

 th
is ca

se
. h

a
rd

 e
vid

e
n
ce

, th
e
n
 it's th

e
 jo

b
 o

f 
th

e
 Ju

stice
 D

e
p

a
rtm

e
n

t —
 o

r lo
ca

lly, o
f th

e
 D

A
 —

 to
 re

o
p

e
n

 th
e

 ca
se

. A
n

d
 I th

in
k th

a
t in

 
th

is ca
se

, th
e
 Ju

stice
 D

e
p
a
rtm

e
n
t m

u
st re

sp
o
n
d
 to

 w
h
a
t P

ro
fe

sso
r B

la
ke

y h
a
s su

g
g
e
ste

d
. 

a
n

d
 w

h
a

t th
e

 a
ssa

ssin
a

tio
n

s co
m

m
itte

e
 h

a
s re

co
m

m
e

n
d

e
d

. 

M
a
c
N

E
IL

: D
o
 y

o
u
 a

g
re

e
 w

ith
 th

a
t, in

 a
 w

o
rd

, th
a
t th

e
 J

u
s
tic

e
 D

e
p
a
rtm

e
n
t n

e
e
d
s
 to

 

re
sp

o
n
d
?
 

B
L

A
K

E
Y

: I c
o

u
ld

n
't a

g
re

e
 m

o
re

 w
ith

 T
o

n
y
's

 c
o

m
m

e
n

t- 

M
a
c
N

E
IL

: I'm
 a

fra
id

 w
e

 h
a

v
e

 to
 le

a
v
e

 it th
e

re
. A

w
fu

lly
 s

o
rry

. T
h

a
n

k
 y

o
u

 b
o

th
 fo

r 
co

m
in

g
 th

is e
ve

n
in

g
. G

o
o
d
 n

ig
h
t. C

h
a
rla

yn
e
. 

H
U

N
T

E
R

-G
A

U
L

T
: G

o
o
d
 n

ig
h
t, R

o
b
in

. 

M
a

c
N

E
IL

: T
h
a
t's a

ll fo
r to

n
ig

h
t. W

e
 w

ill b
e
 b

a
ck to

m
o
rro

w
 n

ig
h
t. I'm

 R
o
b
e
rt M

a
cN

e
il. 

G
o
o
d
 n

ig
h
t. 

T
ra

n
scrip

t p
ro

d
u
ce

d
 b

y Jo
u
rn

a
l G

ra
p
h
ics. In

c., N
e
w

 Y
o
rk. N

.Y
. 

T
H

E
 M

acN
E

IL
/L

E
H

R
E

R
 R

E
P

O
R

T
 	

A
ir D

ate: Ju
ly 8

. 1
9
8
0
 

JF
K

 C
onspiracy 

(T
e

a
se

l 

R
O

B
E

R
T

 M
acN

E
IL

: S
eventeen years after P

resident K
ennedy w

as assassinated, som
e 

p
e

o
p

le
 still fe

e
l th

e
 tru

th
 is h

id
d

e
n

. W
h

y d
o

 th
e

y co
n

tin
u

e
 to

 p
u

rsu
e

 a
 case th

a
t th

e
 n

a
tio

n
 

h
a
s co

n
sig

n
e
d
 to

 h
isto

ry?
 

G
. R

O
B

E
R

T
 B

L
A

K
E

Y
: W

e
ll, fo

r 1
7

 ye
a

rs. w
e

've
 b

e
e

n
 livin

g
 a

n
 o

fficia
l lie

, th
a

t L
e

e
 

H
a
rve

y O
sw

a
ld

 a
ctin

g
 a

lo
n
e
 a

ssa
ssin

a
te

d
 th

e
 p

re
sid

e
n
t. T

h
a
t's n

o
t tru

e
. It is d

e
m

o
n
stra

b
ly 

n
o
t tru

e
. A

n
d
 it's te

rrib
ly im

p
o

rta
n

t th
a

t w
e

 te
ll o

u
rse

lve
s th

e
 tru

th
 a

b
o

u
t a

n
 e

ve
n

t a
s 

im
p
o
rta

n
t a

s th
e
 d

e
a
th

 o
f a

 p
re

sid
e
n
t. 

A
N

T
H

O
N

Y
 S

U
M

M
E

R
S

: Y
o
u
 kn

o
w

, in
 th

e
 e

n
d
 it's still a

 m
a
tte

r o
f ju

stice
. T

h
e
 fa

ct is 
th

a
t a

 co
n

g
re

ssio
n

a
l co

m
m

itte
e

, a
fte

r m
u

ch
 d

e
lib

e
ra

tio
n

, h
a

s fo
u

n
d

 th
a

t th
e

re
 w

a
s a

 
conspiracy, and it has passed on hard leads and nam

ed suspects to the Justice D
epartm

ent. 
Ju

stice
 m

u
st b

e
 se

e
n

 to
 b

e
 d

o
n

e
. T

h
e

re
 is n

o
 sta

tu
te

 o
f lim

ita
tio

n
s o

n
 m

u
rd

e
r. 

(T
itle

s
! 

M
acN

E
IL

: G
o

o
d

 e
ve

n
in

g
. E

ve
ryo

n
e

 kn
o

w
s w

h
e

re
 h

e
 w

a
s w

h
e

n
 Jo

h
n

 F
. K

e
n

n
e

d
y w

a
s 

kille
d
 o

n
 N

o
ve

m
b
e
r 2

2
, 1

9
6
3
. I h

a
ve

 a
 p

a
rticu

la
rly vivid

 m
e
m

o
ry b

e
ca

u
se

 I w
a
s in

 D
a
lla

s, 
in

 th
e

 p
re

sid
e

n
tia

l m
o

to
rca

d
e

 a
s a

 re
p

o
rte

r. I h
e

a
rd

 th
e

 sh
o

ts a
n

d
 scra

m
b

le
d

 to
 m

a
ke

 se
n

se
 

o
f th

e
m

 a
n

d
 o

f w
h

a
t fo

llo
w

e
d

. B
u

t like
 m

a
n

y p
e

o
p

le
, a

fte
r th

e
 sh

o
ck w

o
re

 o
ff, I d

id
n

't 
w

a
n

t to
 m

a
ke

 a
 ca

re
e

r o
u
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