
first N
ational P

oetry S
eries. 

Ju
d

y G
rah

n
 is kn

o
w

n
 in

 certain
 circles 

for her incisive satire and pow
erful blend of 

poetry and politics. "The W
ork of a C

om
m

on 
W

o
m

an
" g

ath
ers u

n
d

er h
ard

co
ver all five 

chapbooks of G
rahn's w

ork w
hich has circu-

lated
 in

 th
e fem

in
ist u

n
d

erg
ro

u
n

d
 fo

r m
an

y 
years. The best know

n of these, and introduc-
in

g
 th

e first sectio
n

 o
f th

e b
o

o
k, is "E

d
w

ard
 

the D
yke," a criticism

 of the m
istreatm

ent of 
w

om
en in the hands of the m

edical profession • 
G

rah
n

 w
ro

te w
h

ile in
 th

e A
ir F

o
rce. A

t th
e 

tim
e (the early 1960s), "E

dw
ard" w

as consid-
ered "com

pletely unpublishable," but w
ith the 

rise of the independent w
om

en's presses, the 
chapbook began its journeys  in 1969. 

T
h

e
 s

e
c

o
n

d
 s

e
c

tio
n

, "T
h

e
 C

o
m

m
o

n
 

W
om

an," is a seven-poem
 set of portraits of 

"regular, everyday w
om

en." G
rahn's purpose 

K
ay Leigh H

agan is an A
tlanta poet. 

w
as to w

rite about w
om

en "w
ithout m

aking us 
look either superhum

an or pathetic." S
he suc-

ceeds, not only in her purpose, but in creating 
im

ages that later inspired N
tozake S

hange to 

S
laN

 A
rl —

 A
ka S

ew
s 

w
rite "F

o
r C

o
lo

red
 G

irls W
h

o
 H

ave C
o

n
sid

-
ered S

uicide W
hen the R

ainbow
 is E

nuf." 
G

rahn's deep com
m

itm
ent to the develop. 

m
eat of w

om
en's self-aw

areness pushes her 

fro
m

 th
e catch

 b
y ju

d
g

e D
o

n
al H

all in
 th

is 
pretentiously designed first volum

e. The book 
*h

e
t b

lu
rb

 le
t m

e
 k

n
o

w
 th

a
t th

e
 p

o
e
try

 
w

ithin w
as "extraordinary" and the poet w

as a 
"g

en
u

in
e d

isco
very," w

h
o

se "cu
m

u
lative 

strength is grounded In the poet's sense of 
place. " I could hardly w

alk 
' T

h
ere are so

m
e g

o
o

d
 lin

es, d
o

n
't g

et m
e 

w
ro

n
g

. "B
ran

ch
es vexed

 th
e w

in
d

o
w

 an
d

 
w

isteria fum
ed In m

y throat" caught m
y ear 

—
 or caught In m

y ear. "E
uropean S

trange-
B

ess" Is a likable story poem
 told from

 an ado-
lescent view

. B
y the m

iddle of the book, how
-

ever, I'm
 putting up w

ith palm
s of hands that 

taste oxygen and w
eep, w

hich is a bit m
uch 

w
hat w

ith all the leaping m
ullet. D

ism
al night 

beach w
alks, fogging and m

isting and steam
-

ing, is w
hat S

alinger describes enilk.sly w
hen 

into the shadow
 of m

y ow
n heart is w

here she 
says she m

eant to go. D
o not pass go, W

i:o 

S
ee P

O
E

TS
, 5E
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.19A 

L
d

its
 (C

ovA
4r0 

w
o
w

 
FeJ12 

M
A

IN
, s r 6

2
.3' 

6
1
0
t -u

. p
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A
 W

elcom
e A

ddition for Students of the K
ennedy A

ssassination 
C

O
N

SPIR
A

C
Y

 
B

y A
nthony Sum

m
ers. 640 pages. M

cG
raw

-111B
. 

V
7.95 

B
y S

E
TH

 K
A

N
TO

R
 

C
oaulluaon Viesleaelea B

ureau 
Tony S

um
m

ers is an E
nglishm

an, a London TV
 figure w

ho 
has im

m
igrated to a strange U

.S
. com

m
unity —

 the com
m

unity 
of K

ennedy assassination buffs. W
ild-eyed theorists reside 

there. So do a few
 serious scholars, and occasionally a reporter. , 

A
s an

 early settler in
 th

at co
m

m
u

n
ity th

is review
er o

n
 

Seth K
antor accom

panied President K
ennedy to Texas on 

the fatal trip as a W
hite H

ouse reporter, and has w
ritten exten-

sively on the  em
esination. 

m
ore than one occasion has looked over an irresponsible new

-
com

er and said: "O
h, oh. There goes the neighborhood." B

ut not 
this tim

e. 
It is tree that im

m
igrants frequently don't have the feel of 

the new
 country that goes w

ith being a pioneer. Therefore, 
S

um
m

ers blow
s It oa P

age O
ne, C

hapter O
ne of his book. H

e's 
talking about John K

ennedy's trip to Texas in N
ovem

ber 1963: 
"The president knew

 he had to go. The hornet's nest, a thousand 
m

iles aw
ay, had voted overw

helm
ingly for R

ichard N
ixon in 

the last presidential election." 
W

rong. In that election K
ennedy had received 1.16 m

illion 
votes in Texas, to N

ixon's 1.12 m
illion. 

In
 th

e n
ext p

arag
rap

h
 S

u
m

m
ers tells u

s th
e m

ayo
r o

f 
D

allas "had openly sym
pathized w

ith the city's flourishing and 
furiously right-w

ing' John B
irch S

ociety." That line ought to 
m

ake E
arle C

abell restless in his grave. The late M
ayor C

abell 
w

as a fashionably conservative D
em

ocrat w
ho abhorred the 

B
irch

en
. 

E
ven

 a h
alf-b

aked
 exp

ert m
ig

h
t n

o
t m

ake it p
ast p

ag
e 

one. B
ut that w

ould be a m
istake. S

um
m

ers undertakes —
 and 

pulls off —
 a m

eticulously assem
bled book (including m

ore 
than 75 pages of sources and notes). 

This book scores its best points as an articulate, readable 
com

pendium
 of K

ennedy assassination facts and rem
aining 

questions, In the perspective of 1980 	
choice book for  the 

budding student O
f A

m
erica's crim

e of the century. 

S
um

m
ers w

aits until the final pages of the last chapter to 
take a hefty sw

ing at the role of the A
m

erican press in report-
ing w

hat really happened in the w
ake of that crim

e —
 the gov-

ernm
ental m

isfeasance in the investigation of the m
urders of 

K
ennedy and Lee H

arvey O
sw

ald. W
hat this foreign observer 

says Is correct The "establishm
ent" press in the U

nited S
tates 

w
as grossly derelict to Its continuing failures to investigate 

S
ee K

E
N

N
E

D
Y

, S
E

 

• 

d. 
a gem

 (if you could stand to cut out pages you could have a 
collection of prints); but it also provides a frothy sort of social 
record, if tw

o soldiers m
arching to w

ar behind the plum
e of a 

very piquant chapeau is your idea o
f so

cial co
m

m
en

t —
 M

i-
chele B

aird. 

It is exactly w
hat the title im

plies. A
 father of four grow

n chil-
dren shares insights into fam

ily life he gained the hard w
ay -

from
 experience. This lather is as open about sharing errors 

and m
istakes 55  slicem

es, w
hich saw

's tho book from
 t.P,','"). 
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)nds Kennedy Continued from 4E 

 

balancing small talk, 
-7•.ther hit me that, except 

there were In their 40s 
ssionals who had known 
the journey of our life. 
"lost from the straight 

I to dwell on the past. It 
shady seemed excited 
is projects. 
just sold two hour-long 

?"'"miadeasting Network at a 
ear. One of them, Night-

this winter by Peach-
Jim Townsend has two 
htree Publishers. 
'ered her biggie, "Fox's 
three generations of a • 
and the first flashback 
ood indeed. They love it; 
ihead. 
prospects for being host 

*••••••••vision network show was 
='-amorous of news set be-

:- -:1 comes through, and it 
in a whole new life for 
Ily, it would take them 
. for a while. 

about the evening was 
ed so young. And, instead 
II hot to set sail again on 

renewed adventure, of 

return to innocence in 
'11 wear the ring. 

heading 

fully the intentional and inad-
vertent coverup that took 
place in Washington and 
Dallas after the shooting. 

In a separate 12-page sum-
mary of his book, written as 
sort of a news release, Sum-
mers puts much heavier 
stress on the negligence of the 
American press in its report-
ing of assassination-related 
events. 

"For too long, the press in 
the United States has tried 
hard to suggest , that the 
Kennedy assassination Is a 
dead issue," Summers writes, 
"that Lee Oswald probably 
did shoot the president all on 
his own, and that few, any-
way, now care one way or the 
other. 

"Even at the beginning, 
hardly any of the powerful 
American 	newspapers 
deemed the Kennedy assassi-
nation worth persistent in-
quiry by top journalists" 

Summers points out that 
the major news magazines 
and The New York Times 
formed their own views on 
the 1978 congressional probe 
of the Kennedy assassination, 
"long before their reporters 
could possibly have studied 
the monumental verbiage of 
the report and its accompany-
ing volume of evidence." 

Summers is right on the 
button in this disturbing anal-, 
ysis of one of the really bad 
reporting jobs in American 
newspaper history. The 

"BLACK 
APATHY" „ 
A book el poky 

J."4 kV 	 Vigh 
for your copy send 1311  tot 

"BLACK APATHY" 
P.O. Box 18261 

John Kennedy 

American newspaper estab-
lishment went soundly to 
sleep on a story it should 
have been investigating night 
and day after word flashed-
round the world from Park-
land Hospital that the Presi-
dent was dead. But from the 
beginning, reporters stood in 
the third-floor corridor of the 
Dallas police station and 
taunted Oswald, shouting 
emotionally at him, "Why did 
you kill the President?" -- 
even before Oswald was ar-
raigned. 

Within hours after that? 
major newspapers that should 
have been digging let. them-, 
selves be cowed by the new 
president, Lyndon Johnson, 
who wanted no digging. Re-
porters were turned away by 
the stony faces of J. Edgar 
Hoover, the CIA and the War 

• yen Commission. 
In the end it was a story 

not so much of commission, 
but of omission. 	• • 

ilfe's prose demands close 
ur preconceptions about 

''"'"t of a fantasy quest, for 
a portion of its bounty to 

'pers. The novel is beauti-, 
.rocatively — written, and 

.ensible "influences." 

despite triggering echoes 
ws and traditions, "Tor-
ou have ever read before. 
involute, and how Wolfe 

ping alchemy, I leave you 

Inv 
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