
Phone 215-644-6227 

c/o Rosemund, 

Sugartown Farm, 

Road 2, 

Malvern, 

Pennsylvania 19355 

April 24 1979 

Dear Harold weisberg, 
I heard from Paul Hoch the other day, enclosing a zerox of the Deslatte purchase 
Corm, which I have myself .been  chasing for months. Since my formal request to the 
FBI has been in for a while, I expect it will finally arrive. However, since you 
obtained the one I now have, I would not like to include it in my book without 
contacting you first. 
Would you drop me a note saying you have no objection? Should I credit you in some 
way? 	

4 
0 Yours sincerely, 
I 0 

as 

ilo 	

.19 

obt,.:otion at all. If you want to credit me, any formulation that suits you will be 
fine.  
Sorry you wasted time. I fear it was month after I had the copies made before I could find 1 	 0 time to go over them and select the copies I sent Paul. host of the copies were for other 	'd 

2 

The nume "'Loom" can also be a bit provocative if you have time for any further chasing. 
It may interest you to know that immediately after Jones Harris fed the New York Times 
a distorted account of records he represented had been suppressed when they had not been, 
taving to do with an FBI concern over Oswald's pam.port getting into t..e wrong hands, 
Channel 5 in Washington asked me if I would appear with Parris and Howard Willens on the 
Panorama show. Harris and Willens both tried to make it appear (falsely) that Warren 
personally had suppressed and withheld even from the staff indications.of an Owwald 	 •H 
imposter. flaticipating some such deal I had the original Deslatte report in my pocket - 
I'd published it in 1967 — and I asked aliens why he as DJ liaison had not gotten the rest of 
the records. He never 6amwercd. The producer told me after the show that it had taken a decade to 
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pages. Illu

strated. M
acm

illan
. $18.95. 

N
T

H
O

N
Y

 SU
M

M
E

R
S, a vet- 

era
n

 jo
u

rn
a

list fo
rm

erly
 

w
ith the B

B
C

 and now
 living 

in Ireland, has a habit of tak-
in

g w
orn

-ou
t su

b
jects an

d
 m

ak
in

g 
them

 seem
 fresh and alive again. H

e 
ad

id
 it in

 h
is first b

ook
, "

T
h

e F
ile on

 
the T

sar," about the disappearance of 
the last R

ussian im
perial fam

ily. H
e 

d
id

 it again
 in

 "
C

on
sp

iracy,"
 an

 ac-
cou

n
t of th

e assassin
ation

 of P
resi-

dent John F
. K

ennedy and its investi-
gation that appeared nearly 17 years 
after the event. A

nd now
 he has done 

it again
, m

ost effectively of all, in
 

,'G
oddess: T

he Secret L
ives of M

ari-
lyn M

onroe," a biography of the film
 

star that focuses its harshest light on 
th

e circu
m

stan
ces S

u
rrou

n
d

in
g h

er 
death by apparent suicide on A

ug. 4, 
1962. 

L
isted in M

r. Sum
m

ers's ow
n bibli-

ography are nearly 40 titles on M
ari-

ly
n

 M
o
n

ro
e, so

m
e o

f th
em

 so
lid

 
en

ou
gh

 —
 M

r. S
u

m
m

ers con
sid

ers 
"the best w

ork to date" to be M
aurice 

Z
olotow

's "M
arilyn M

onroe" (1980) 
—

 m
any of them

 pretty far out. 
In a w

ay, "G
oddess" is the farthest 

out of them
 all. If w

e accept M
r. Sum

-
m

ers's m
ost sensational conclusions, 

then yes, R
obert F

. K
ennedy w

as in-
volved w

ith M
onroe's death. A

ccord-
ing to the author's reconstruction, the 
then A

ttorney G
eneral w

as present at 
th

e scen
e so

m
e tim

e d
u

rin
g

 th
a

t  

n
igh

t, m
ak

in
g certain

 th
at evid

en
ce 

of her sexual involvem
ent w

ith both 
him

 and his brother, the P
resident of 

the U
nited States, w

as rem
oved. 

H
e w

as gravely con
cern

ed
, M

r. 
S

u
m

m
ers sp

ecu
lates, b

ecau
se M

on
-

roe's association
s h

ad
 revealed

 h
er 

in
volvem

en
t w

ith
 th

e K
en

n
ed

ys to 
su

ch
 en

em
ies of th

eirs as th
e gan

g-
ster Sam

 G
iancana and the team

ster 
lead

er Jam
es R

. H
otta. T

o ob
scu

re 
the M

onroe-K
ennedy connection, the 

author concludes, it w
as even neces-

sary, hum
iliatingly, to enlist the aid 

o
f th

e F
.B

.I.'s J
. E

d
g

a
r H

o
o

v
er, 

w
h

ose agen
cy saw

 to it th
at certain

 
evidence never cam

e to light. 
•
 

A
re w

e to tak
e th

ese con
clu

sion
s 

seriously? F
rom

 a single reading, one 
can

n
ot sw

ear th
at M

r. S
u

m
m

ers 
hasn't done it all w

ith m
irrors, so to 

sp
eak

. T
h

e p
ow

er of h
is evid

en
ce is 

cu
m

u
lative, ob

viou
sly en

ou
gh

, an
d

 
it's possible that the exposure of hid-
den w

eaknesses in his case m
ay turn 

his reconstruction to dust. 
B

u
t h

is case is sin
gu

larly im
p

res-
sive. H

e has w
orked exhaustively, in-

terview
ing som

e 800 people, except-
in

g of cou
rse M

on
roe's tw

o b
est-

know
n husbands, Joe D

iM
aggio, w

ho 
refu

ses to d
iscu

ss th
e su

b
ject w

ith
 

any w
riter, and A

rthur M
iller, w

ho is 
saving w

hatever he has to say for his 
autobiography. 

M
r. Sum

m
ers has turned up m

any 
n

ew
 w

itn
esses, a

m
o

n
g

 th
em

 th
e 

w
idow

 of a key figure in the case w
ho 

sa
y
s th

a
t sh

e a
n

d
 h

er h
u

sb
a
n

d
 

learn
ed

 of M
on

roe's d
eath

 at least 

A
nthony Sum

m
ers 

three and a half hours before the po-
lice w

ere inform
ed, and people con-

nected w
ith an am

bulance com
pany 

w
ho offer evidence that M

onroe w
as 

tak
en

 to a h
osp

ital th
at n

igh
t. T

h
is 

w
ou

ld
 in

d
icate, M

r. S
u

m
m

ers b
e-

lieves, that she either died en route or 
in an em

ergency room
, and then w

as 
returned to her bedroom

 for the po-
lice to discover. 

W
hat is particularly im

pressive is 
M

r. Sum
m

ers's objective approach to 
people connected w

ith the case w
ho 

for one reason or another have been 
dism

issed as part of a lunatic fringe 
on

 th
e su

b
ject of M

on
roe. M

an
y of 

these people turned out to be credible, 
n

ot least am
on

g th
em

 on
e R

ob
ert 

S
latzer, w

h
ose claim

 to h
ave b

een
 

b
riefly m

arried
 to th

e actress M
r. 

Sum
m

ers m
anaged to substantiate. 

F
inally, there is the extraordinary 

w
elter of detail that the book puts to-

geth
er, ran

gin
g from

 a seem
in

gly 
preposterous account —

 but attested 
to by a solid w

itness —
 of how

 R
obert 

K
ennedy once disguised him

self and 
visited

 a n
u

d
e b

each
 w

ith
 M

arilyn
 

and friend, to a pathetic description 
of how

, to give M
onroe the confidence 

to sin
g "H

ap
p

y B
irth

d
ay" to P

resi-
d

en
t K

en
n

ed
y at a 1982 M

ad
ison

 
Square G

arden fund-raiser, a friend 
read aloud to her the children's story 
"T

he L
ittle E

ngine T
hat C

ould." 
•
 

B
ut w

hether the case that M
r. Sum

-
m

ers m
akes proves ultim

ately valid, 
it m

akes for extraordinary reading. 
In

stead
 of b

lu
d

geon
in

g th
e read

er 
w

ith his theories, he lures one on, and 
th

e d
ram

a of h
is p

resen
tation

 is 
nearly as great as w

hat it finally re-
veals. 

T
h

ere are occasion
al lap

ses. O
f 

M
onroe's hero w

orship of A
braham

 
L

in
coln

, M
r. S

u
m

m
ers w

rites: "
It 

w
as her first love affair w

ith a P
resi-

dent of the U
nited States." A

lthough 
it is p

rob
ab

ly n
ecessary for h

im
 to 

self-ad
vertise, on

e crin
ges a little 

each of the several tim
es he records a 

phrase like "obtained exclusively for 
this book." A

nd w
hen he gets around 

to exam
ining the theory that M

onroe 
w

as m
u

rd
ered

, h
e seem

s to h
ave it 

b
oth

 w
ays, first en

ticin
g u

s w
ith

 its 
p

ossib
le tru

th
 an

d
 th

en
 con

clu
d

in
g 

that he doesn't believe it. 
Y

et "
G

od
d

ess"
 is a rem

ark
ab

le 
perform

ance. Inexplicable m
ysteries 

rem
ain; another reporter as skilled 

as M
r.. S

u
m

m
ers m

igh
t tip

 th
e b

al-
an

ce of evid
en

ce an
oth

er w
ay. B

u
t 

that rebuttal w
ill now

 have to be w
rit-

ten
. T

h
e gh

ost of M
arilyn

 M
on

roe 
cries out in these pages as poignantly 
as in any book yet w

ritten about her. 
W

ho w
ill put her spirit to rest? 

B
ooks of T

he T
im

es 
,B

y C
hristopher L

ehm
ann-H

aupt 


