Dear Jim, 2/1/19

The retwrn address on Tony Summerst 2/2 to you is less than a block from
Mary Ferrell's home, I presune he lived there to consult her records for the
drafting of his bock or for editding his draft,

Hek haa not been in touch with me directly or indirectly, for this book
or for his priar TV show,

I don't eare what you do ar do not tell him. My own view 1g that if he
can wait until he has a "tight dsadline™ that is his problem, He ham been gete
ting his information elsewhers for his book and he did not have to wait until
tine presses., Moreover, his sxperience amd sophistication tell him that what
1s propar if he wants information from any of my litigation 4s to ask me and
not put the lawysr to the troubls of asking me,

After his TV show was aired he write something that had the British critics
in an uproar, I do not remember the details bub my general ilwmpression is that
it was defamatory and written from a super-ganins, unlqgue~comprehension of
truth perspectiva,

Thore iz no reassurance in his titls, "Not in Your Idfetime,” less when
he says it is a Warren quote. I belisve it is more a paraphrase., In any event,
if bis book is on the withholding and what was withheld and he delayed speaking
to either of us to now he book can't really be what he suggests. (r we'd wanb
not even indirsct cormection with it,

Nor is thbhre any assurance in his descriptien of "an ovarview book" of t
that title, Overview of what if he stayed away from those who have done
most to bring to licht what was withheld? Of the nute, and the Blakey line
that all are mata?

If he oites Budts book on the withheld CIA records why does he not get
that info froam Bud?

Some reflects little oomprehension of reality, like "How much of the
spectrographic material 1s now released, atc.? Can thls be answered without
knowing what there was? Does he? He 1a doing a book on what is withheld and
why and 1t i3 an overview and to now he has had no question about either that

case or what we learmed in itz lomg history? An overview without that Hstory?

Can't be a serions wark, whatever slse it is eor isn't, I'n not saying
this to tell you what to do or mot do. I mean I don't care whatever you do
or do not tell him, Ezcipt ny attitade, Whila have no reascnmbo expect him
to be in touch with me - want to do bothing to discourage him s0 his decision
not to will be his and T will be completslx independent of whatever he writes.

His colleagwds on the TV show wanted him to meet with ms because they
were uneasy shont samne of his views., He appears not to have wanted to then,
They also used some of my work as theirs, po credit. I have rarely had any
good experiences with professionals who lack ordinary honesty or indulge
excess ego and make false pretension in their finished prodact.

Best,
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v/ 2-¢-77
Mh/ 2-2-77 ' 4326, Hollard,

%WW ZC. ' Dallas,

Texas 75219

December 3Gth 1978

Dear Mr Lesar,

You may recall speaking with me on the telephone many monthd ago when I wes putting together
a film documentary about the Kennedy assassination.for the BBC, I am now working on an
overview book on the assassination called ''Not In Your Lifetime'' - primarily for British
consumption. I tell you the probable title because it will clarify the relevance and
importance of the information I hope.you can supply, I am aware thai you ﬁave long been
assotdated with Harold Weisberg and his Inforﬁétion suits, and thus assume yoﬁ can help,

I have teken the title (from a quote by Justice Warren shout when all documents would finally

be released to the public) because a major theme of the book is that ~ whatever the truth
about conspiracy'or not conspiracy - much méterial has been withheld, I wish to compile a
paragraph or two on the lines of that on Page 13 of Bud Fensterwald!s ''Coincidence and
Conspiracy'!, in which he points out the volume of classified_information as of 1976. luch
has since been released, and I wish to be accurate and up-to-date, Can you help? I shall
be .particularly glad to hear how much is known to be retained at the CIA, For example, is it
still true that, as on Coincidence Page 13, !'there is no doubt that the vast majority (of CIA
files) remain classified in whole or in part!!? How much of the spectrographic material is now
released etc? A
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I 2m working to}tight deadline and would be delighted to hear from you soon at the above Texas
4

address,
Yours sincerely,
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