Mr. Tony Swmers 9/23/88
! P.0.Box 2540
! Manassas, Va, 22110

Dear Tony,

Reur 9/ 2, t]\anks. I think the particular exploitation I was concerned about may
have died the natural death it deserved. I've heard nothing more about iffkom my i
source, who was informed about their efforts to sell their fantasy here and were Th¢:r
seeking additional funding for it. Other showd in the works will be bad in other and
differing ways. Some, I think, will be pretty good, particularly Nigel Turner's, On
balance, I think moat will be disgraceful.

I got the enclosed FBI records a couple of days ago and I'll be writing them
about these records and others remaining withheld. I plan, in doing this, to note
what the FBI omitted from what it said and I 1l suggest that those missing records
can be found with little difficulty. In doing this I'll provide further explanations
and while perhaps much, having to o with my bast that the FBI regards as "nefarious,"
some will address the omissions and possible motive in omission.

) Although some of the FBI langusge in the enclosures describes the Falanga as
"subversive," the Hoover FBI was nonetheless angious to protect it from Chase's book.

I was Click's Washington correspondent then. It was owned by the Annenbergs.
Moe, the founding stinker, was in Jail and Walter, the same guy who .Egl sold TV
Guide to Murdoch, was more or less running the publishing empire. It % then was based
on The Philadelphia Enquirer.

Click was the third largest of the picture magasines, neging Life and Look, and
;1 it actually made money without seeking advertising. Great patriot that he was, Walter
i folded it, under pressure of Chicagdbanks that were, if you remember the gang, America
; Fdrsters. (More or less against doing anything aboug Hitler et al.) The scaree news—
print was used, as * now recall, to start Seventeen. Those banks held the Annenberg

; debt, Moe introduced gangsters to “hicago-when he was I think circulation manager
; of one of the dailies.

I was friends with Jim McInerney when he was an FBI agent and I was borrowed
from the Sdnate by the Department to help on the then significant prosecution of
the "Bloody Harlan" coal operators. For a period of time George McNulty was counsel
foruthe Senate committee for which I worked.

f what is mi 80 you'll know prior to getting what I'1l write, is
that our then ekbassador to (uba) who rose high in State, was associating with known
Nagis who are in the pictures. Aiso involved as associating with and being pro-Naszi
was the family of the then largest Cuban paper, Diario de la Marina. I think the
name was 4vero or Rivera. I tell you this so you can better evaluate how seriously
the FBI was concerned about Nagi infiltration in the U.S. and this hemisphere and
about Nagi sympathisers high up in our government.

I've been presssing, from time to time, for the Click info and other info on or
: about me, since 1975, and the FBI lies with consistency. It several times told me it
i had no other Qlick info and when I keep after them they find another dribble. It is,
: though, odd that they have yet to come up withwhat I'm sure they have, my exposes of
Nazi cartels. (This appears to be what inspired the bamks to pressure annemberg.) I
took all }; g0t to J and, if I may confess the "nefarious," I was what then was
called an unregiste British agent,#so I also took everything to tuqeconom:l.c war-
fare agents,part of a group who had a house just south of Mass. Ave near the embassy,
name Crowe and Westrupp. I'm sure that if they had the personal interest, they could
do nothing about the sordid Imperial Chemicals stuff I ,ava them. Costly photostats
in those days before xeroxinge.

{ Hope Yyour work is going well. We are OK, thanks, "egt, le Wj
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Mr. Harold Weisberg,
7627 01d Receiver Road,
Frederick, Maryland
21701

2 September 1988

Dear Harold, 19
(*WW\ kbcv#%)
I returned here yesterdazlto find your letters of July 26 and July 11, for

which many thanks. I fear I was obviously unable to act on them, so there has
been no intervention by me over the TV program you are worried about. But thank
you very much for your thoughts on the FBI file system. As for Theoharis, his is
such a loony attack that I prefer simply to forget about it. It seems that he is
unable to believe anything happened historically unless it appears in a file
someplace ~ my Kennedy/Monroe material was based largely on firsthand interviews,
a source that is my reporter's bread and butter but which Theoharis the academic
seems to disparage. Oh well...

I hope yaﬁ are both in good shape.

Best,
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gentioned time I received a telephone call

rom Mr. James McInerney of the Criminal Division of the Depart-
ment. He advised that under date of August 9, 1941, a memorandum, - -

had been submitted to the Bureau by Assistant Attorney General . N B
Berge entitled "Alleged Nazi-Falangist Activities", the same - u
containing information regarding alleged activities in Cuba, ). /

Mr. McInerney believes }h%tAbere were transmitted with this ‘memorandum
photographs secured fro T«Click Magazine, in one of which there was a

;_. picture of a woman and a 'man, the woman being Baroness LisettebvonQ(apri.

1 He said copies of these photographs had not been retained by the Department,

|

|

Mr. Nease

M. Trocy

i Mr. Mclnerney stated that by memorandum of August 26, 1941,
regarding Baroness Lisette von Kepri, the Bureau had requested Assigtant
Attorney Generasl Berge to edvise whether the Department had any informa-
tion to show eny connection between Baroness von Kepri and one Bwtg Wek.'
This memorandumalso transmitted to the Department copies of twenty-three
reports of the (P investigation,

Mr. McInerney desired to be telephonically advised whether with
HMr. Berge's memorandum of August 9,,1941, there had been a photograph of
Baroness von Kapri and a man, since, if that were true, Mr, McInerney
could then write the Bureau a reply to its memorandum of August 26, w
b7¢c

1941, to the effect that the gnar
by Click Magazine to be Ott'oi'»’eh.

Subsequently I did telephone Mr. McInerney about this matter
and as a result Mr, L, L. Lightcap of the Criminal Division of the
Department called at my office on September 29, 1941, and examined the
photographs in question (our file 64~1200-A-18). Among these photographs
1 is 2 page from Click Magazine entitled "Axis Fifth Colwm dn Cubat,
whereln appeers a picture of Baronese von Kaprl and a Mr, fPersico. It
is noted that in the photostatic copy of the magazine pagk which we have
the features of the Baroness are not discernible although Mr, Lightcap
states that in the original page from the magazine which is in the
possession of the Department one can recognize her from the picture, —
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Memo for Mr. Kimball -2 -

Referring to an original photograrh taken by Martin Harris of a woman

in an aviatrix cap, carrying a parachute, man in white slacks
and in bhis ghirt sleeves, both of whom haye apparently just left a
door under a sign "Charter Service, Fr Steinman, Student and

Instrument Instructions, Airplanes for Rent®, Mr, Lightcap remarked
that this picture was apparently taken at Roosevelt Field, New York
City. Then there .is an enlargement of a man in the picture, which is
also stomped on the back "Photograph by Martin Harris®. Mr. Lightcap

..b7C- adviged that (UM and Mr. Weisberg of Click Magazine claim that

~_b"]_D this man in these two pictures, that is the one in the white slackg,
is Otto Weh. Mr. Lightcep states that furthermore, 1t Is claimed
that Weh had recently appeared at Roosevelt Field, New York, and
accordingly, the contention of the Click Magazine representatives may
be correct. Mr. Lightcap sald he was going to dictate a reply along
these lines to Bureau memorendum of August 26, 1941, in the

B1C O etter. our file 65-4196.

It is“suggested that Mr. (R the supervisor hendling this
“ metter, review the same to determine whether we have available known

photograrhs of Baroness von-Kaprl and Otto Weh as well as descriptive
data concerning thésetwo Indlviduals in order that if such additional

- Photographs are present, they may be cowpeYed with thoese taken by Martin
Harrle.
4 —_—
5 ectfully,
M, ear

'“l'\ "-fk'::""‘% iwun-—-._.___‘ : g
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Coordinator of Inter-Americsn Affairs %éig! m RY §}
‘Departasnt of Commerce Bullding

¥ashington, D. C. - l
. . } ,
Dear Mr. Rockefeller; '

£CORDED

For your infomt.lon and such couidorauna as :ou doem
appropriate, the following data are set forth: i

>ID

Mvioce hu been nulnd indiuua; that in t.hh pnbneauon
the author will endssvor to establish that the Catholic Church is a
tool of the Axis and will further intimsts that the Catholics in this
country, as well as those in other Central and South Amsrican countries,
Tolson__ghonld be looked upon with susplcion and disdain in so mu thetir
21 A. Twwadonalistio uaunnta and lmlt.y are mru-d. - _
°gg -
Coffey______ A m of the informatioa msnt].y mihbh uﬂoeu -~
cx.m_m;cuu-umodwotmqnm "Click® and also ons of tEb
Ladd editors of the magazine "Friday,®
Nichols It i» knowm that during the of 1942 vigited Pusrts m
Rosen__ Rico, Cuba, and other localities in that vicinity, for the purpose .‘-.
Tracy__ securing i.nromﬁcc nuun to '.b m hhngo and undnd s
Carson__ 849 D’O“P‘- U Vawsioeab 0wt rwe Sl .-.:».‘-JQ'\ N -Ju‘ SR
Harbo
Hendon
McG g

Mumford "
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Hionorabls Adolf A, Bsrle, Jr.
Assistant Secretary of State
Department of State

- ¥ashington, D. G,

-Dur‘xr. Perles - )

For your information and such sonsideration éo J.‘é / ()

‘f»w,/ sppropriate, ths folloxing data are set forth;

Mvice has been received indicating that in this publication ™
__ the author will endeavor to establish that the Catholic Church is a
Z tool of the Axis and will ‘further intimate that the Catholics in this
— eountry, ss well as those in other Central and South American countries,
“” should be looked upon with suspicion and disdain in so far as their
-..natlonalistic sentiments and loyalty are concerned.
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=" "1 2 peview of the nformetion presently aveilable reflects

: gl A. Tﬂﬁ ase was the editor of the asine *Click™ and ons of the :
ot wtitors of the magarine "iriday,® _ b1D
- Colloy ouuliPit is known that during the fall of 1942 Chase visited Puerto

I'Mr. Glavin ~
, —R400, Cuba, and other localities in that vicinity, for the purpesd ofn _
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DIRECTOR )

3 Mr. E. A, Tamm
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Federal Bureau of Investigation
Hnited Btates Department of Justice

HWashington, B. ¢. CONH

July 21, 1943  ALL INFORNATION
HEREIN 15 UNCLASS
EXCEFT #WHERE SHO

ot 5/ ] g B

MEMORANDUM F! DIRECTOR o .
R OR_JHE DIRECTO CIssedby%W‘{',,,(
L Decl rfy on; f Quinn Tamm__

sle. Room

Mr, Nease

Mr, Cerson_____
» Mr. Coffey

’ Miss Beah
The purpose of ‘this endum ifAo furnish comments Hl:: G::dt; ;

upon a review of Chase's boo alanze: The Axis Secret Army. :
in the Americas," recently roleased by G. Pi-¥utnar's Sons, h—

——

SACKGRCUND

As you will recall from my memorandum to you of June 5, 1643,
Chase, & journaliat who resides in New York City, visited Puerto Rico, Cuba,
end other Caritbean localities in the fall of 1942 for the purpose of gatherirg
information reletive to the Spanish Falange and kindred subversive groups,
botk in the United States and territories visited by him, Chgse was editor

DETATLS

A review of the contents of "Falange,"™ so far as the SIS Field of
‘operetion is concerned, fails to reveal any informetion of value gathered by
Chase which is not previously in the possession of the Bureau. For the most
part it may be seaid that the comments of Chase are colored with sensationalism,
are in a great many instances distorted, and on numerous instances inaccurate,
The book is full of conjectures and speculations and erroneous in many minor
details. Many of Chase's premises spparently are of a nature that substentiatior
or confirmation is difficult or impossitle, and represent perhaps flights of
his fency or his own conclusions reached sfter setting forth incomplete sets
of facts, Apparently much of Chase's material was received by word of mouth,
resulting in inaccuracy as fo names and places, phonetic spellings, and
ovidently have been distorted after passing through various hands.

| of the marazine ™glick" and one of the editors of the masazine ®yriday,"
1
pa
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Memorandum for the Director
‘Page 2

bl

e sald that Chase's principal sourges of infor-
mation are Commrist ntormu:bn » Spanish Republican sources evidently in
the United States and Caribbesn territorial posuuiom, newspapers, and the
Public Library at San Juan.

bic.

A further review of the book as regards the
Spanish Falange in Colombia, Chile, Panema, and other SIS Fields, indicates,
as above, that Chase's information likewise does not reflect any material
not previously investigated by the Bureau,

Attac}ied hereto is.a letter dated July 15, 1943, from

il requests an appraisal of Chase's book in
the interest of "lLa Prensa'sa™ readers., Also, there is attached a memorandum
of Mr. J. K. Mumford for Mr. Ladd, dated July 19, 1943, conceraningz s call

of Mr. Rey Whearty of the Bpecial War Policles Unit of the Department regard-
ing a similar request from the newspdper "La Prensa™ made of the Attorney
General for an appraisal of the book, and e similar letter from

to the Attorney General requesting en appraisal, which lstter was referred
to us for handling.

. RECOMMENDATION

It s recommended that no eppraisel be given to "La Prensa" /
concercing the publication of Chese, and in that connection there is
atteched hereto a sugzested letter of.reply to _ acknowledging
receipt of both above referred to letters,

With further regird to the book itself, a more complete review

is being made in the SIS Division for the purpose of pointing out in detail
all inaccuracies and checking more closely on the merits and demerits of tlus

publication.
Respectfully,

i
()NX&.’H

Attachments
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MEMORANDUM FOR MR, D, N, 7/ Jt > e luetuins
- ‘ 2 Hard
/‘éwy:. Q:ln: Tamm__
53’/ Tele. Room ~

Mr. N
Lb—’D In the attached memorandum frm the Criminal Division 1t is - l:“ ;::;m
stated that the De ent has been confidentl —

tigation be made to ascertain if

still has the material, and, if so, detailed in-
formation concerning its content.

ric

It is my opinion that the Department's request should not be complied with in- :
asmuch -as the proposed action of the Bureau wauld serve no purpose as far as the obtain-
ment of factual infarmation regarding the Falange is concerned and because the a.ctuali-Q
sation of such a request would more than likely subject the Bureau to unwarranted eri
cism. This opinion is predicated upon the following facts:
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