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Dear Tony,

Your'contact Seens to have garbled the telecast HSCa testiumony of retired
F5I S& arthur durtagh. iublished, if You don't have Ji,, and I do.

Something like the Joy hex atiributed to Hoover when he learned that Dy,
King had been killed is what Murtagh testified to observing fron the 4tlanta 34
who, if I rucsll correctly, was g King case agent, something like Santanella,

It was just after they'd gotten the word that liurtagh and the other Sa
Wers validing together, perhaps to their cars, when the Joyous exclamation
ensued,

Also, I think it is unliicely that Hoover would have been in his oftice
at that hour, after 7 in Washington, absent Soue comeplling energency. He seemg
to have enjoyed his Suppers with others.,

In addition, all the records I've examined seem to indicate that Hoover not
only was not in his office but was not consulted pronto. ¥oon, I'p sure, but
not iunediately,

When Memphis SiC Jensen phoned FUTI, according to his guilty-plea testi- N
mony, he wa:s not put through to Hogver and he wade no cluin to instructions from
Hoover Personally,

In fact the Fi3I was gﬁver able to conme up with authorization for it to in~
volve itself in the investigation from the 4G, Hafl Hoover been in th: office I'm
Sure he would have Seen to this because he had no Jusisdtiction unles:; he alleged
& conspiracy, required to trigger the civil-rights statute,

Ultinately he did this, after g couple of weeks, but he had g phobia about . ks
assassination con.:pirucies, :

I'11 send a couy to Yin To sec if he recalls anything not in accord with
what + S4Y e

Glad you stoppedbleed:i.ng. I'n familiar with that problem. Hed <o spend five
days in Yohns dopkins for what ig ordinarily oyt ~patient surgery, I think Jin said it
vas ulcer. If so it is iaportant to tali to yourself .nd not provoke it. liine
never givds ue trouble and i live on a high level or anticoagulent and take three
hedicines that irritite it. also three drinks a day, Of course they are not all the
Same but I think you can help it behave,

You ask what I think is the best try. I think kurtaugh and if he published
testinony is not enough as of a decude &880 he was teaching constitutionak law at
Clarkson College, Potsdam, N.Y. He then lived gt I think Const;fable, N.X., not an
inap ropriate address., But I'nm sSure you've gotten a bum steer. Very common in the
2ing records, Yeople looking for some benet'it nade up stories they thought might
do them sone good, I was often able to truce these things to street information, not
infrequently iupfoved upon,

as g 8=nerality I think Houver would never have been so denonstrative unless,
Perhaps, with Yolson, about anything at all, Certainly not before a Sai.

Bewgre of geeks bearing gifts!
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Dear Harold,

I am sorry it is so long since you heard from me. No sooner
was Christmas over than I got sick - with a bleeding stomach -
and ended up in the hospital, and having to rest for a few weeks.
However, at long last, I am settling down to the Big Write on

the Hoover manuscript.

I am writing to you now, in particular, because a contact has
sent me the following suggestion for follow-up.research. During
the H.S.C.A. hearings on King, he says, a retired F.B.I. agent
mentioned having been in the company of Hoover when the word of
Martin Luther King's murder arrived at headquarters. The retired
agent went on to say that, upon hearing the news of King's death,
Hoover indulged in a sort of triumphal outburst - somewhat along
the lines of "We ( or they,)finally got the sonofabitch".

Does. this ring any bells with you? It is, of course, important

to me to know whether Hoover -said anything like this at all.

Would you let me know whether you have any recollections of this,
or - if the story has somehow become twisted - if you can construe
which witness my contact may be remembering? If you can't remember
anything about this, who do you suggest would be my best next try?

Warmest regards from me,
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