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B
lackburn [M

rs C
astle], opposite, spoke of the rum

ours connecting a  
M

in
ister w

ith
 a M

iss K
eeler an

d
 a recen

t trial at th
e C

en
tral 

C
rim

in
al C

o
u
rt. It w

as alleg
ed

 th
at p

eo
p
le in

 h
ig

h
 p

laces m
ig

h
t 

have been responsible for concealing inform
ation concerning the 

disappearance of a w
itness and the perversion of justice. 

I understand that m
y nam

e has been connected w
ith the rum

ours 
about the disappearance of M

iss K
eeler. I w

ould like to take this 
opportunity of m

aking a personal statem
ent about these m

atters. I 
last saw

 M
iss K

eeler in D
ecem

ber 1961, and I have not seen her 
since. I have no idea w

here she is now
. A

ny suggestion that I w
as in 

any w
ay connected w

ith or responsible for her absence from
 the 

trial at the O
ld B

ailey is w
holly and com

pletely untrue. M
y w

ife 
an

d
 I first m

et 
M

iss 
K

eeler at a h
o
u
se p

arty
 in

 Ju
ly

 1
9
6
1
 at 

C
liveden. A

m
ong a num

ber of people there w
as D

r S
tephen W

ard, 
w

h
o
m

 w
e alread

y
 k

n
ew

 slig
h
tly

, an
d
 a M

r Iv
an

o
v
, w

h
o
 w

as an 
attaché at the R

ussian E
m

bassy. T
he only other occasion that m

y 
w

ife or I m
et M

r Ivanov w
as for a m

om
ent at the official reception 

fo
r M

ajo
r G

ag
arin

 at th
e S

o
v
iet E

m
b
assy

. M
y
 w

ife an
d
 I h

ad
 a 

standing invitation to visit D
r

. W
ard. B

etw
een July and D

ecem
ber 

1961 I m
et M

iss K
eeler o

n
 ab

o
u
t h

alf a d
o
zen

 o
ccasio

n
s w

h
en

 I 
called to see him

 and his friends. M
iss K

eeler and I w
ere on friendly 

term
s. T

here w
as no im

propriety w
hatsoever in m

y acquaintanceship 
w

ith M
iss K

eeler. M
r S

peaker, I have m
ade this personal statem

ent 
b
ecau

se o
f w

h
at w

as said
 in

 th
e H

o
u
se last ev

en
in

g
 b

y
 th

e th
ree 

hon. M
em

bers, and w
hich, of course, w

as protected by privilege. I 
shall not hesitate to issue w

rits for libel and slander if scandalous 
allegations are m

ade or repeated outside the H
ouse. 

W
ith hindsight it is easy to see w

here the legal m
inds occupied in 

d
raftin

g
 th

e statem
en

t realised
 th

at th
eir case w

as w
eak

. T
h
e 

d
isarm

in
g
 p

h
rase 'm

y
 w

ife an
d
 I first m

et M
iss K

eeler at a h
o
u
se 

party' —
 although strictly true, hardly accurately reflects the actual 

m
eeting. A

gain, 'M
y w

ife and I had a standing invitation to visit D
r 

W
ard' suggested that if the P

rofum
os visited W

ard it w
ould be as a 

co
u
p
le. Y

et in
 th

e v
ery

 n
ex

t sen
ten

ce, M
rs P

ro
fu

m
o
 h

as v
an

ish
ed

, 
an

d
 P

ro
fu

m
o
 is g

o
in

g
 alo

n
e to

 W
ard

's flat w
h
ere h

e m
eets M

iss 
K

eeler o
n
 ab

o
u
t 'h

alf a d
o
zen

 o
ccasio

n
s'. T

h
ey

 are o
n
 'frien

d
ly

 
term

s'. B
u
t, an

d
 h

ere th
ere h

ad
 to

 b
e a d

irect lie, o
th

erw
ise th

e 
statem

en
t w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e to
tally

 lack
ed

 co
n
v
ictio

n
 —

 'T
h
ere w

as n
o
 

im
propriety w

hatsoever in m
y acquaintanceship w

ith M
iss K

eeler.' 
S

ince it w
as w

idely know
n at that tim

e that F
leet S

treet had seen one 
o
f P

ro
fu

m
o
's letters to

 C
h
ristin

e K
eeler —

 an
d
 h

ad
 co

n
sid

ered
 

publishing 
it; 

so
m

eth
in

g
 a n

ew
sp

ap
er w

o
u
ld

 n
o
t d

o
 u

n
less it 
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su
ggested

 a close relationship —
 this denial of any im

propriety seem
s 

foolhardy 	
p
erso

n
al statem

en
t to

 th
e H

o
u
se o

f C
o
m

m
o
n
s 

lyacr convention 
a etn  best. 

B
 	

osn a  

can
n
o
t b

e d
eb

ated
 o

r ch
allen

g
ed

 b
ecau

se th
e h

o
n
o
u
r, tru

th
 an

d
 

integrity of the M
em

ber m
aking the statem

ent is accepted absolutely. 
Y

et w
hat P

rofum
o had to say reeked of om

ission, inconsistency and 
u nansw

ered questions. W
hy did his w

ife not accom
pany him

 on the 
o
ccasio

n
s h

e saw
 C

h
ristin

e K
eeler at W

ard
's flat? E

x
actly

 h
o
w

 
friendly w

as he w
ith K

eeler? F
or exam

ple, did he ever see her alone? 
T

ake her out? G
ive her any gifts? W

rite her any letters? If the H
ouse 

of C
om

m
ons had know

n about the outings, the gifts, the letters and 
the use of the endearm

ent, 'D
arling', it is inconceivable that anyone 

w
ho heard P

rofum
o's denial of any im

propriety in his relationship 
w

ith C
hristine K

eeler w
ould have believed him

 for an instant. 
B

u
t th

e co
n
v
en

tio
n
 w

as o
b
serv

ed
. T

h
e estab

lish
m

en
t b

ack
ed

 its 
beleaguered M

em
ber. T

he P
rim

e M
inister gave his support by sitting 

alo
n
g
sid

e P
ro

fu
m

o
 o

n
 th

e G
o
v
ern

m
en

t fro
n
t b

en
ch

, an
d
 w

h
en

 
P

ro
fu

m
o
 h

ad
 fin

ish
ed

 sp
eak

in
g
 M

acm
illan

 clap
p
ed

 h
im

 o
n
 th

e 
shoulder, a public gesture of w

arm
th and confidence. Y

et w
e have 

discovered that M
acm

illan had every reason to believe that P
rofum

o 
w

as lying. 
O

ne of M
acm

illan's closest A
m

erican friends w
as the am

bassador, 
D

avid B
ruce, a great A

nglophile, w
ith w

hom
 he lunched regularly at 

B
ucks C

lub. M
acm

illan had been hearing rum
ours about P

rofum
o 

an
d
 K

eeler sin
ce N

o
v
em

b
er th

e p
rev

io
u
s y

ear. H
e h

ad
 b

eg
u
n
 to

 
suspect that his ow

n advisers w
ere not telling him

 the truth about the 
affair, eith

er b
ecau

se th
ey

 w
ere in

v
o
lv

ed
 in

 it th
em

selv
es, o

r th
ey

 
w

ere trying to cover up to avoid a scandal. S
o at one of his lunches 

w
ith

 B
ru

ce, th
e P

rim
e M

in
ister ask

ed
 th

e am
b
assad

o
r to

 m
ak

e 
discreet inquiries to see w

hat he could discover. 
B

ruce w
ent to T

hom
as C

orbally, the A
m

erican businessm
an w

ho 
w

as a friend of W
ard. B

ruce knew
 of this friendship from

 his nephew
, 

B
illy

 M
ello

n
 H

itch
o
ck

, th
e co

u
sin

 o
f C

en
ter H

itch
co

ck
, th

e 
A

m
erican w

ho had taken M
andy R

ice-D
avies to P

aris three m
onths 

earlier. C
o
rb

ally
 recalls, 'A

m
b
assad

o
r B

ru
ce ask

ed
 m

e to
 fin

d
 o

u
t 

w
h
at w

as g
o
in

g
 o

n
 an

d
 to

 let h
im

 k
n
o
w

 as q
u
ick

ly
 as p

o
ssib

le. I 
telephoned W

ard from
 B

ruce's office and arranged a lunch —
 W

ard, 
m

e, the am
bassador's secretary A

lfred W
ells, and B

illy H
itchcock. 

'T
he lunch w

as held upstairs at S
im

pson's in P
iccadilly in a booth 

w
h

ere, w
e hoped, none of us w

ould be recognised. T
here W

ard told 
W

ells th
e fu

lly
 sto

ry
, in

clu
d
in

g
 C

h
ristin

e's d
ealin

g
s w

ith
 th

e 
new

spapers and the letter from
 P

rofum
o she had kept w

hich m
ade 

clear h
er relation

sh
ip

 w
ith

 h
im

.' 
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O
n
 

2
9
 Jan

u
ary

, in
 W

ells's o
ffice in

 th
e A

m
erican

 E
m

b
assy

 in  
G

rosvenor S
quare, C

orbally filled in the details w
hile W

ells m
ade a 

n
o

te o
f th

em
. T

h
e su

b
stan

ce o
f th

is n
o

te is n
o

w
 in

 th
e F

B
I files in

 
W

ashington. T
he F

B
I got som

e of C
orbally's details w

rong —
 they 

said, for instance that it w
as P

rofum
o w

ho had taken C
hristine K

eeler 
(an

d
 M

an
d
y
) to

 A
sto

r's sw
im

m
in

g
 p

arty
 —

 b
u
t th

e th
ru

st o
f th

eir 
acco

u
n

t w
as co

rrect: P
ro

fu
m

o
 h

ad
 d

efin
itely

 h
ad

 an
 affair w

ith
 

C
h

ristin
e; Iv

an
o

v
 m

ay
 h

av
e d

o
n

e so
. A

n
d
 th

e F
B

I v
ersio

n
 ad

d
ed

 
so

m
e n

ew
 in

fo
rm

atio
n
. T

h
ey

 in
sisted

 th
at M

acm
illan

- h
ad

 b
een

 

inform
ed of the scandal the day before by 'a B

ritish new
spaper' and 

that an official letter had been sent to this new
spaper w

arning it of the 
dangers of publishing anything until the trial of Johnny E

dgecom
be 

w
as over. 
W

e
lls p

a
sse

d
 h

is n
o
te

 to
 B

ru
c
e
. B

ru
c
e
 in

 tu
rn

 p
a
sse

d
 th

e
 

inform
ation to M

acm
illan. (F

oolishly, B
ruce failed to tell as w

ell his 
em

ployers, the S
tate D

epartm
ent, and this w

as later to cause him
 a lot 

of trouble.) S
o M

acm
illan, w

ith every reason to believe that P
rofum

o 
w

as lying over the m
ain point in his statem

ent, m
ust have had som

e 

u
n

easy
 m

o
m

en
ts as P

ro
fu

m
o

 read
 h

is w
ay

 th
ro

u
g

h
 it. B

u
t th

e 
reaction from

 the G
overnm

ent benches quickly reassured him
 —

 they 
h
ad

 g
o
t aw

ay
 w

ith
 it; L

ab
o
u
r's attack

 h
ad

 b
een

 ro
u
ted

. `T
h
e 

atm
osphere in the H

ouse w
as icy,' C

rossm
an w

rote in his diary. `W
e 

w
ere extrem

ely isolated ... W
e had m

ade ourselves unpopular.' W
igg 

w
as furious; P

rofum
o had beaten him

 again. 'I left w
ith black rage in 

m
y heart because I knew

 w
hat the facts w

ere. I knew
 the truth . . . I 

h
ad

 b
een

 tru
ssed

 u
p

 an
d

 d
o

n
e ag

ain
.' 

P
ro

fu
m

o
 g

lo
ated

 o
v
er h

is v
icto

ry
. T

h
at aftern

o
o
n
 h

e w
en

t to
 

S
andow

n P
ark races w

ith his w
ife and the Q

ueen M
other and in the 

evening he appeared at Q
uaglino's for a fund-raising dance given by 

the H
atch E

nd C
onservative P

arty. H
e received a rousing reception. 

A
ll th

is w
as reflected

 in
 th

e n
ew

sp
ap

ers th
e fo

llo
w

in
g

 d
ay

. M
o

st 
rep

o
rted

 P
ro

fu
m

o
's statem

en
t in

 fu
ll an

d
 w

ith
 sy

m
p
ath

y
. (B

u
t th

e 
D

aily Sketch called P
rofum

o 'lucky' and said that 'the spectacle of a 
M

in
ister o

f th
e C

ro
w

n
 h

av
in

g
 to

 g
et u

p
 to

 ex
p
lain

 h
is acq

u
ain

tan
ce 

w
ith

 a a x
 -.y

ear-o
ld

 g
irl is, to

 say
 th

e least, u
n
ed

ify
in

g
.') W

h
en

 th
e 

E
uropean press —

 P
aris M

atch in F
rance and Il Tem

po in Italy —
 failed 

to
 fo

llo
w

 F
leet S

treet's lead
 an

d
 in

stead
 said

 th
at P

ro
fu

m
o

's n
am

e 
co

n
tin

u
ed

 to
 b

e lin
k
ed

 w
ith

 C
h
ristin

e K
eeler, P

ro
fu

m
o
 su

ed
. P

aris 
M

atch published a retraction and. ll T
em

po paid P
rofum

o's costs and 
dam

ages of E
5o w

hich he gave to an arm
y charity. 

R
o
b
b
ed

 o
f P

ro
fu

m
o
 as th

e m
ain

 targ
et fo

r th
eir sto

ries, th
e P

ress 
tu

rn
ed

 in
stead

 to
 th

e o
th

er p
lay

ers. R
ep

o
rters h

ad
 b

een
 sco

u
rin

g
 

S
pain for C

hristine K
eeler and they finally found her in M

adrid on 25 
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M
arch. M

ann quickly did a deal for her w
ith the D

aily E
xpress. S

he 
w

as to get £2,000 im
m

ediately, of w
hich a quarter w

ould go to M
ann. 

T
h
is w

as fo
r a statem

en
t ab

o
u
t P

ro
fu

m
o
, an

d
 p

h
o
to

g
rap

h
s w

h
ich

 
sh

o
w

ed
 h

er as a sex
 g

o
d
d
ess. T

h
e statem

en
t w

as sh
o
rt an

d
 false: 

'W
h
at M

r P
ro

fu
m

o
 said

 is q
u
ite co

rrect. I h
av

e n
o
t b

een
 in

 h
is 

co
m

p
an

y
 sin

ce 1
9
6
 T

h
e E

xpress then flew
 her back to L

ondon. 
T

he follow
ing S

unday, in an interview
 w

ith the N
ew

s of the W
orld, 

C
h
ristin

e rep
eated

 h
er lin

e o
n
 P

ro
fu

m
o
. 'C

ertain
ly

 b
o
th

 h
e an

d
 h

is 
w

ife w
ere frien

d
s o

f m
in

e. B
u
t it w

as a frien
d
sh

ip
 n

o
 o

n
e can

 
criticise.' W

ard supported her. Interview
ed on television he said, 'I 

w
as th

ere w
h
en

 th
e m

eetin
g
s to

o
k
 p

lace, an
d
 th

ere is ab
so

lu
tely

 
n
o
th

in
g
 o

f a sin
ister n

atu
re to

 th
ese o

ccasio
n
s.' In

 th
is w

elter o
f 

d
en

ials, th
e o

n
e p

o
in

t F
leet S

treet failed
 to

 p
ro

b
e w

as: w
h
o
 w

as 

behind C
hristine's disappearance? 

It is possible, know
ing how

 im
pulsive and irresponsible C

hristine 

could be, that she just decided on the spur of the m
om

ent to run aw
ay 

from
 all the fuss and the pressures around her. It is also possible that 

she w
as m

an
ip

u
lated

 b
y
 o

n
e o

r m
o
re o

f th
o
se w

ith
 an

 in
terest in

 
seeing that she w

as out of the country. A
s her m

anager, M
ann w

ould 

expect to see publicity and m
oney in her disappearance. W

igg and 

L
ew

is m
ig

h
t h

av
e w

an
ted

 to
 ex

p
lo

it h
er ab

sen
ce to

 h
ig

h
lig

h
t th

e 

security risk of her association w
ith P

rofum
o. A

stor or W
ard could 

have been trying a desperate exercise in dam
age lim

itation. 
L

o
rd

 D
en

n
in

g
 w

en
t to

 so
m

e len
g
th

s to
 fin

d
 an

 an
sw

er. H
e 

reasoned that w
hoever w

anted C
hristine out of the w

ay w
ould have 

had to pay for it. T
rue, the trio did not have m

uch m
oney in S

pain 
an

d
 it w

o
u
ld

 ap
p
ear th

at all C
h
ristin

e g
o
t o

u
t o

f th
e trip

 w
as h

er 

£2,000 contract w
ith the D

aily E
xpress. B

ut that does not rule out a 

paym
ent to, say, M

ann, for organising the disappearance. D
enning 

fo
llo

w
ed

 u
p

 th
is lin

e. W
h

en
 h

e ask
ed

 ab
o

u
t M

an
n

's b
an

k
 acco

u
n

t 
M

ann said he had a couple of safe deposit boxes that w
ere not in his 

n
am

e an
d
 w

ere 'en
tirely

 secret'. B
u
t h

e stro
n
g
ly

 d
en

ied
 th

at th
ey

 
contained any m

oney given to him
 for organising K

eeler's disappear-

ance or, indeed, that he had received any such sum
s. 

N
ext, D

enning checked the bank accounts of P
rofum

o and L
ord 

A
sto

r an
d
 co

u
ld

 fin
d
 n

o
th

in
g
 to

 in
d
icate th

at th
ey

 h
ad

 m
ad

e 
p
ay

m
en

ts to
 an

y
o
n
e to

 fu
rth

er C
h
ristin

e K
eeler's d

isap
p
earan

ce. 
B

o
th

 d
en

ied
 m

ak
in

g
 an

y
 su

ch
 p

ay
m

en
ts. B

u
t w

h
at little ev

id
en

ce 
th

ere is p
o
in

ts to
 a jo

in
t effo

rt b
y
 W

ard
 an

d
 A

sto
r, m

o
tiv

ated
 b

y
 a 

desire to save them
selves —

 and Profum
o —

 from
 a scandal. A

s w
e have 

seen, W
ard first suggested the idea that C

hristine should go aw
ay as 

early as F
ebruary. H

is solicitor w
arned him

 of the dangers of being 
seen to be involved in such a schem

e. 
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E
ven G

eorge W
igg, w

ho m
ust have still been savouring his victory 

over P
rofum

o, conceded in an unrem
arkable speech that he could not 

hope to em
ulate B

irch's graceful oratory. T
he vote w

as, of course, a 
fo

reg
o

n
e co

n
clu

sio
n

 —
 in

 th
at th

e G
o

v
ern

m
en

t w
o

u
ld

 w
in

; n
o

 o
n

e 
ex

p
ected

 th
e C

o
n

serv
ativ

es to
 co

m
m

it su
icid

e. B
u

t ev
ery

 m
em

b
er 

w
ho abstained from

 voting for the G
overnm

ent w
as, in effect, casting 

a v
o
te ag

ain
st M

acm
illan

's lead
ersh

ip
. T

h
e W

h
ip

s h
ad

 d
o
n
e th

eir 
figures; 

2
0

 
ab

sten
tio

n
s w

o
u

ld
 b

e b
earab

le; an
y

 m
o

re w
o

u
ld

 b
e 

alarm
ing. T

here w
ere 27. T

he G
overnm

ent m
ajority w

as dow
n to 69 

and anything under 7o w
as considered a threat to the leadership. 

T
h
ere w

o
u
ld

 h
av

e to
 b

e ch
an

g
es. T

h
e D

aily T
elegraph, the m

ost 
C

onservative of papers, headlined the debate P
rem

ier likely to resign 
so

o
n

'. T
h

e D
aily M

ail said, `M
ac: the end'. T

he D
aily M

irror's view
 

w
as, 'H

is fu
tu

re, sh
o
rt o

f a m
iracle, w

ill b
e b

rief.' 
M

acm
illan

, w
h
o
 h

ad
 lo

o
k
ed

 d
raw

n
 an

d
 d

ejected
 th

ro
u
g
h
o
u
t th

e 
debate, confided to a friend, 'M

y spirit has not broken but m
y zest has 

gone.' B
ut he survived. T

w
o factors helped him

. H
e did a deal w

ith 
som

e of the m
ore senior C

onservatives. H
e w

ould go, but not yet. It 
w

as in
 th

e p
arty

's in
terest th

at h
e sh

o
u
ld

 n
o
t b

e seen
 to

 h
av

e b
een

 
forced out of office by the P

rofum
o scandal. H

e w
ould lead the party 

into the next election and after victory, bow
 out. M

acm
illan took the 

o
p
p
o
rtu

n
ity

 o
f a telev

isio
n
 in

terv
iew

 w
ith

 In
d
ep

en
d
en

t T
elev

isio
n
 

N
ew

s to hint at this decision. 'A
ll being w

ell,' he said, 'if I keep m
y 

h
ealth

 an
d
 stren

g
th

, I h
o
p
e to

 lead
 th

e p
arty

 in
to

 th
e electio

n
.' 

Interpreters of political nuances got the m
essage —

 M
acm

illan w
ould 

resign after the election pleading health reasons, w
hich is exactly w

hat 
happened. 

T
he other event w

hich gained M
acm

illan a reprieve w
as a 24-hour 

v
isit to

 B
ritain

 b
y
 th

e P
resid

en
t o

f th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates, Jo

h
n
 F

. 
K

ennedy. T
he tw

o leaders w
ere photographed together, and the P

ress 
an

n
o

u
n

ced
 a tactical v

icto
ry

 fo
r M

acm
illan

 in
 p

ersu
ad

in
g

 th
e 

P
resid

en
t th

at N
A

T
O

 sh
o
u
ld

 n
o
t h

av
e a m

ix
ed

-m
an

n
ed

 n
u
clear 

su
rface fleet b

ecau
se th

is w
o
u
ld

 m
ean

 th
e G

erm
an

s g
ettin

g
 n

ear 
atom

ic w
eapons for the first tim

e. M
acm

illan w
as seen as a statesm

an 
of international stature, on term

s of am
iability and equality w

ith the 
A

m
erican P

resident. W
hat the B

ritish public did not know
 w

as that 
th

e P
ro

fu
m

o
 scan

d
al h

ad
 created

 alm
o

st as b
ig

 a stir in
 th

e U
n

ited
 

S
tates as in B

ritain. B
ut all the A

m
erican investigations into the affair 

had been conducted in deep secrecy —
 because they concerned the 

P
resident him

self. 

311 Save John F
. K

ennedy 

O
n
e o

f W
ard

's clo
se frien

d
s w

as T
h
o
m

as C
o
rb

ally
, th

e A
m

erican
 

businessm
an w

ho had told the U
S

 am
bassador, D

avid B
ruce, about 

th
e P

ro
fu

m
o
 affair. T

h
ey

 first m
et at a p

arty
. C

o
rb

ally
 w

as in
 p

ain
 

from
 an old knee injury and W

ard, noticing this, treated him
 on the 

spot. A
fter that they m

et frequently. 'W
ard w

as a lovely, decent kind 
hum

an-being,' C
orbally recalls. 'H

e w
as a fine artist and a brilliant 

o
steo

p
ath

. H
e w

as th
e m

o
st u

n
m

aterialistic p
erso

n
 I'v

e ev
er m

et. 
T

here w
as a period w

hen he w
as at m

y flat tw
ice a day to treat m

e and 
there w

as no w
ay I could get him

 to accept any m
oney at all from

 m
e. 

H
e w

ould accept dinner. H
e liked going to the M

irabelle and som
e 

other places. A
nd som

etim
es there he w

ould say, "T
om

, can you cash 
a cheque for m

e for five pounds?", and I'd say, "S
tephen, I haven't 

g
o

t fiv
e p

o
u

n
d

s. L
et m

e g
iv

e y
o

u
 fifty

, I o
w

e y
o

u
 at least th

at b
y

 
n

o
w

." N
o

 w
ay

. A
ll h

e w
o

u
ld

 w
an

t w
as fiv

e p
o

u
n

d
s. It g

av
e h

im
 a 

thrill to live on the brink of financial disaster.' 
C

orbally rem
em

bers that all W
ard could talk about at this tim

e w
as 

th
e P

ro
fu

m
o
 affair. 'If o

n
ly

 S
tep

h
en

 h
ad

 k
ep

t h
is m

o
u
th

 sh
u
t, 

P
rofum

o w
ould never have been disgraced. B

ut S
tephen talked about 

it an
d

 talk
ed

 ab
o

u
t it. A

t ev
ery

 d
in

n
er p

arty
 h

e w
en

t to
 an

d
 

everyw
here else. T

here w
as no w

ay to shut S
tephen up. A

nd he w
as 

g
reatly

 am
u

sed
 b

y
 it A

L
 It w

as ty
p
ical o

f h
im

. H
e lo

v
ed

 b
ein

g
 th

e 
centre of attention, loved being the one to com

e out w
ith all the latest 

gossip. H
e loved telling stories and taking the establishm

ent apart.' 
C

o
rb

ally
's clo

se relatio
n

sh
ip

 w
ith

 W
ard

 h
ad

 m
ad

e h
im

 th
e id

eal 
m

an to gather inform
ation for B

ruce. B
ut B

ruce's m
istake w

as to pass 
the inform

ation to M
acm

illan and neglect W
ashington. P

erhaps he 
w

as w
orried that he and his staff m

ight be dragged into the scandal. 
T

h
ere certain

ly
 h

ad
 b

een
 a co

n
n

ectio
n

. T
h

e U
S

 n
av

al attach
é in

 
L

o
n
d
o
n
, A

d
m

iral It. B
. L

y
n
ch

, h
ad

 m
et Iv

an
o
v
 freq

u
en

tly
 o

n
 th

e 
diplom

atic party circuit, and w
hen Ivanov had suddenly left L

ondon 
am

id rum
ours that he had been an intelligence officer, L

ynch had told 
m

any people, 'If he w
as a spy he certainly fooled m

e.' T
he assistant 

naval attaché, C
aptain T

hom
as W

. M
urphy, had been even friendlier 
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w
ith

 Iv
an

o
v
 an

d
 th

ere w
ere p

h
o
to

g
rap

h
s o

f Iv
an

o
v
 in

 a w
arm

 

em
b
race w

ith
 M

rs M
u
rp

h
y
 at a p

arty
, ab

o
u
t to

 k
iss h

er o
n
 th

e lip
s. 

U
n
k
n
o
w

n
 to

 B
ru

ce, so
m

eo
n
e in

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates G

o
v
ern

m
en

t 
w

as already deeply interested in the P
rofum

o affair and had even been 
in touch w

ith the P
resident over it. T

his w
as j. E

dgar H
oover, head of 

th
e F

B
I. F

ro
m

 th
e su

m
m

er o
f 1

9
6
2
 th

e F
B

I h
ad

 b
een

 listen
in

g
 to

 a 
S

oviet defector w
ho had agreed to rem

ain in place as an em
ployee of 

th
e U

n
ited

 N
atio

n
s. C

o
d

en
am

ed
 'F

ed
o

ra', th
is w

o
u

ld
 h

av
e b

een
 

either V
ictor L

essiovski, a short, plum
p R

ussian w
ho w

orked for the 
U

N
 S

ecretary
 G

en
eral, o

r a lo
w

ly
 p

ress attach
e at th

e S
o
v
iet 

E
m

bassy. 'F
edora' had been in N

ew
 Y

ork only a short w
hile w

hen he 
co

n
tacted

 th
e F

B
I, rev

ealed
 th

at h
e w

as a K
G

B
 o

fficer u
n

d
er 

diplom
atic cover, and offered to w

ork for the U
nited S

tates. 
H

oover personally assessed F
edora before accepting him

 and for 
the next tw

enty years F
edora's reports so intrigued H

oover that often 
he passed them

 direct to the W
hite H

ouse. T
hey played a role in the 

K
en

n
ed

y
 assassin

atio
n
 in

v
estig

atio
n
 an

d
 th

e 'P
en

tag
o
n
 P

ap
ers' 

controversy. H
ardly an intelligence event in the W

estern w
orld took 

p
lace in

 th
is p

erio
d
 w

ith
o
u
t H

o
o
v
er seek

in
g
 F

ed
o
ra's v

iew
s o

n
 it. 

O
n

e reaso
n

 fo
r th

is w
as th

at F
ed

o
ra co

n
firm

ed
 H

o
o

v
er's w

o
rst 

prejudice about the U
N

. It w
as, F

edora said, a hotbed of espionage. 
A

s w
ell as h

o
u

sin
g

 d
o

zen
s o

f C
o

m
m

u
n

ist sp
ies u

n
d

er d
ip

lo
m

atic 
cover, it provided an easy source of inform

ation for C
om

m
unist call 

g
irl rin

g
s w

h
o
 n

u
m

b
ered

 m
an

y
 d

ip
lo

m
ats, esp

ecially
 b

lack
 o

n
es, 

am
ong their custom

ers. 
H

oover w
as greatly titillated by this because cursory investigation 

indicated that call girl rings did indeed operate in the vicinity of the 
U

N
 —

 it w
ould be surprising if they did not —

 and the link betw
een 

sex, espionage and degenerate 'non-C
aucasians' w

as som
ething that 

h
ad

 lo
n

g
 in

trig
u

ed
 h

im
. It w

as alm
o

st an
 au

to
m

atic reactio
n

 
th

erefo
re, to

 co
n
su

lt F
ed

o
ra w

h
en

 th
e first w

h
isp

ers o
f an

o
th

er 
p
o
litical sex

 scan
d
al in

 B
ritain

 reach
ed

 H
o
o
v
er. F

ed
o
ra d

id
 n

o
t 

d
isap

p
o
in

t h
im

. H
e said

 th
at y

es, h
e h

ad
 h

eard
 o

f th
e scan

d
al in

 

L
ondon. Ivanov, a com

petent G
R

U
 officer, had been using a B

ritish 
call girl ring to collect valuable W

estern secrets by taping pillow
 talk 

b
etw

een
 th

e g
irls an

d
 th

eir h
ig

h
ly

-p
laced

 p
o

litical clien
ts. F

ed
o

ra 
knew

 all this, he said, because Ivanov had boasted about his success, 
w

hen on leave in M
oscow

, to a fellow
 G

R
U

 officer and this officer 
h

ad
 later to

ld
 F

ed
o

ra. 
A

ll this sounds like a spy fairy tale, especially the route by w
hich 

F
edora claim

ed to have heard of Ivanov's success. G
iven the S

oviet 
Intelligence's division of duties and strict application of the 'need-to-
know

' principle, it is m
uch m

ore likely that F
edora had heard of the 

S
A

V
E

 JO
H

N
 F

. 
K

E
N

N
E

D
Y

 	
1Y

Y
 

P
ro

fu
m

o
 scan

d
al fro

m
 g

o
ssip

 at th
e U

n
ited

 N
atio

n
s an

d
 ad

d
ed

 th
e 

espionage details to intrigue H
oover. B

ut w
hy w

ould F
edora fake a 

rep
o
rt to

 th
e F

B
I? 

It is not unusual for genuine defectors to exaggerate or even invent 
inform

ation to please their em
ployers. B

ut F
edora had an even better 

reason: he w
as a K

G
B

 plant, a fake defector sent to sow
 disinform

ation 
and dissension in the W

est, to encourage W
estern security services to 

w
aste en

erg
y
 ch

asin
g
 p

h
an

to
m

 sp
ies w

h
ile th

e real o
n
es w

o
rk

ed
 

unim
peded. A

t the tim
e F

edora w
as reporting to H

oover no one in 
the F

B
I or the C

IA
 knew

 this —
 although som

e suspected it. It w
as 

only in 1981, w
hen F

edora's tour of duty in the U
nited S

tates ended, 
th

at th
e F

B
I b

ecam
e co

n
v

in
ced

 th
at h

e w
as a K

G
B

 p
lan

t an
d

 n
o

t 
a g

en
u
in

e d
efecto

r. F
o
r, w

ith
 h

is u
sefu

ln
ess as a d

efecto
r-in

-p
lace 

ended and w
ith him

 about to be recalled to the S
oviet U

nion, the F
B

I 
fully expected F

edora to seek asylum
 in the U

nited S
tates as any true 

defector w
ould. Instead F

edora w
ent hom

e to M
oscow

. 
F

o
r H

o
o

v
er in

 1962, this w
as all in the future and F

edora w
as his 

pet R
ussian. U

nder F
edora's influence H

oover developed a theory of 
a S

o
v

iet co
n

sp
iracy

 o
f in

tern
atio

n
al p

ro
p

o
rtio

n
s. A

 call g
irl rin

g
, 

secretly
 co

n
tro

lled
 b

y
 th

e K
G

B
 an

d
 m

ad
e u

p
 fro

m
 g

irls o
f m

an
y
 

nations, w
as operating in the m

ajor cities of the W
estern w

orld. T
he 

ring w
as run by local C

om
m

unists or fellow
 travellers. It had a dual 

aim
. T

he first w
as to gather intelligence from

 m
en in im

portant posts 
—

 politicians, servicem
en, public servants —

 w
ho used the girls and 

w
ho could be encouraged to be indiscreet. T

he second w
as to create 

scandals involving W
estern leaders so as to destroy public confidence 

in those leaders. 
S

o
 H

o
o
v
er h

ad
 w

atch
ed

 th
e P

ro
fu

m
o
 scan

d
al d

ev
elo

p
 w

ith
 

h
o
rrified

 fascin
atio

n
. A

ll h
is w

o
rst fears ab

o
u
t a K

G
B

-co
n
tro

lled
 

in
tern

atio
n
al call g

irl an
d
 b

lack
m

ail rin
g
 w

ere b
ein

g
 realised

. T
h
e 

head of L
ondon F

B
I, C

harles W
. B

ates, w
as placed on full alert and 

H
oover sent off an urgent radiogram

 to the m
ain A

m
erican stations 

giving them
 his version of the background to the scandal. S

om
e of 

this docum
ent rem

ains secret even today but it is w
orth quoting w

hat 

is now
 declassified because it show

s both how
 the conspiracy cam

e 
together in H

oover's m
ind and the extent to w

hich he believed the rot 
had gone. 

F
or inform

ation. John P
rofum

o w
as B

ritish M
inister of W

ar until 
h
is recen

t resig
n
atio

n
 fo

llo
w

in
g
 d

isclo
su

re o
f h

is relatio
n
s w

ith
 

C
h

ristin
e K

eeler. S
tep

h
en

 W
ard

, L
o

n
d

o
n

 o
steo

p
ath

, h
as b

een
 

arrested in L
ondon charged w

ith living on the earnings of K
eeler 

and M
arilyn R

ice-D
avies, prostitutes. W

ard's operations reportedly 
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p
art o

f a larg
e v

ice rin
g
 in

v
o
lv

in
g
 m

an
y
 p

eo
p
le in

clu
d
in

g
 m

an
y
 

p
ro

m
in

en
t p

eo
p
le in

 th
e U

.S
. an

d
 E

n
g
lan

d
 in

clu
d
in

g
 o

th
er 

M
in

isters o
f B

ritish C
ab

inet no
t yet id

en
tified. O

th
er in

d
iv

id
u
als 

in
v
o
lv

ed
 in

clu
d
e Y

ev
g
en

y
 Iv

an
o
v
, ak

a [also
 k

n
o
w

n
 as] E

u
g
en

e 
Iv

an
o
v
, fo

rm
er S

o
v
iet N

av
al A

ttach
é, L

o
n
d
o
n
, w

h
o
 p

atro
n
ised

 
K

eeler and w
ho reportedly requested K

eeler to obtain inform
ation 

fro
m

 P
ro

fu
m

o
; T

h
o
m

as J. C
o
rb

ally
, U

.S
. citizen

 en
g
ag

ed
 in

 
b
u
sin

ess in
 B

ritain
, w

h
o
 rep

o
rted

ly
 g

av
e w

ild
 p

arties in
 h

is flat; 
M

ichael H
. B

. E
d
d
o
w

es, B
ritish

 atto
rn

ey
 fo

r K
eeler, n

o
w

 in
 th

e 
U

.S
. representing her interests re sale of her story to publications; 

H
orace D

ibben, B
ritish citizen, in w

hose residence sex orgies w
ere 

h
eld

 is h
u
sb

an
d
 o

f M
aria N

o
v
o
tn

y
; M

aria N
o
v
o
tn

y
 is p

ro
stitu

te 
w

h
o
 o

p
erated

 in
 N

Y
C

 [N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 C
ity

], w
as arrested

 o
n
 M

arch
 

th
ree, o

n
e n

in
e six

 o
n
e, an

d
 w

as v
ictim

 in
 w

h
ite slav

e case 
involving her procurer, A

lan T
ow

ers. S
he fled to E

ngland and has 
participated in orgies at W

ard residence. A
lan T

ow
ers w

as in N
Y

C
 

fo
r tw

o
 y

ears p
rio

r to
 h

is arrest in
 ab

o
v
e w

h
ite slav

e case. H
e 

ju
m

p
ed

 b
ail an

d
 is n

o
w

 a b
u
reau

 fu
g
itiv

e. H
e is rep

o
rted

ly
 n

o
w

 
p
erm

an
en

tly
 resid

in
g
 b

eh
in

d
 Iro

n
 C

u
rtain

. N
o
v
o
tn

y
 alleg

es 
T

ow
ers w

as a S
oviet agent and that S

oviets w
anted inform

ation for 
purposes of com

prom
ise of prom

inent individuals; L
ord A

stor of 
E

ngland 
[sic] 

o
n
 w

h
o
se C

liv
ed

en
 E

state sex
 o

rg
ies rep

o
rted

ly
 

o
ccu

rred
: it' w

as h
ere th

at P
ro

fu
m

o
 first m

et K
eeler; D

o
u
g
las 

F
airbanks, Jnr, m

ovie actor; E
arl F

elton, A
m

erican screen w
riter; 

and m
any others also involved. 

E
arly reports from

 B
ates m

ust have m
ade H

oover w
onder w

hether 
he had badly underestim

ated the extent of the conspiracy. F
irst, B

ates 
revealed that A

dm
iral R

. B
. L

ynch, the U
.S

. naval attaché in L
ondon, 

had m
et Ivanov a num

ber of tim
es on the diplom

atic cocktail circuit, 
an

d
 th

at th
e scan

d
al w

as h
av

in
g
 w

id
esp

read
 ram

ificatio
n
s. 'S

o
m

e 
allege that the M

acm
illan G

overnm
ent m

ay fall as a result of it.' T
hen 

B
ates sen

t a lo
n
g
 'v

ery
 u

rg
en

t' m
essag

e in
 co

d
e. T

h
is set o

u
t w

h
at 

investigations B
ates had been able to carry out at the U

.S
. E

m
bassy in 

G
rosvenor S

quare. 'T
hom

as C
orbally told the am

bassador's office on 
January 29 that K

eeler and M
argaret D

avis [sic] had sold article to a 
S

unday paper listing m
en w

ith w
hom

 they had spent the night. O
ne 

w
as P

ro
fu

m
o
 an

d
 an

o
th

er w
as a R

u
ssian

 n
av

al o
fficer.' B

ates's 
m

essag
e co

n
firm

ed
 th

at th
e P

rim
e M

in
ister w

as ad
v
ised

 o
f th

is 
o
n
 Jan

u
ary

 2
8
. T

h
en

 cam
e th

e sen
ten

ce th
at ex

cited
 H

o
o
v
er: 

`Info received by E
m

bassy from
 C

orbally w
as not furnished D

epart-
m

en
t o

f S
tate, W

ash
in

g
to

n
, an

d
 n

o
t k

n
o
w

n
 th

is o
ffice.' B

ates 
m

u
st h

av
e realised

 h
o
w

 h
is b

o
ss w

o
u
ld

 in
terp

ret th
is b

ecau
se 

S
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2
0
I 

h
e co

n
clu

d
ed

 w
ith

 : 'R
eco

m
m

en
d
 ex

trem
e care in

 h
an

d
lin

g
 th

is.' 
H

oover im
m

ediately deputed one of his senior officers, W
illiam

 C
. 

S
u
lliv

an
 to

 lo
o
k
 in

to
 th

e E
m

b
assy

's h
an

d
lin

g
 o

f th
e m

atter. A
s 

H
oover saw

 it, the am
bassador, D

avid B
ruce, had advance know

ledge 
of the scandal and appeared to have kept it to him

self. C
ould B

ruce be 
o
n
e o

f th
e p

ro
m

in
en

t A
m

erican
s w

h
o
m

 H
o
o
v
er b

eliev
ed

 w
ere 

involved in the international vice ring? H
oover w

ould probably have 
kept these investigations secret, but a report in the N

ew
 Y

o
rk

 P
o
st 

forced him
 to go public. T

he report said, w
rongly, that 'inform

ation 
h
ad

 b
een

 fo
rw

ard
ed

 to
 th

e F
B

I o
n
 th

e p
o
ssib

ility
 th

at A
m

erican
 

diplom
ats or politicians m

ay have been com
prom

ised.' 
T

h
is b

ro
u
g
h
t a flu

sh
 o

f in
q
u
iries fro

m
 o

th
er U

.S
. G

o
v
ern

m
en

t 
d
ep

artm
en

ts ask
in

g
 w

h
at th

e F
B

I k
n
ew

 an
d
 H

o
o
v
er w

as fo
rced

 to
 

reveal that the F
B

I had not received any such inform
ation and that he 

w
as trying to find out w

hy. In one w
ay the inquiries helped him

. H
e 

now
 had the backing of pow

erful people for his investigations, as an 
F

B
I internal m

em
orandum

 indicates: 'G
eneral Joseph C

arroll, form
er 

B
ureau agent and present head of the D

efense Intelligence A
gency 

h
as in

fo
rm

ed
 u

s th
at D

efen
se S

ecretary
 [R

o
b
ert] M

cN
am

ara is 
ex

trem
ely

 in
terested

 in
 th

e K
eeler case an

d
 h

as ask
ed

 to
 b

e k
ep

t 
prom

ptly inform
ed of all developm

ents.' 
W

ashington being the tow
n that it is, the S

tate D
epartm

ent quickly 
learn

ed
 o

f H
o
o
v
er's m

o
v
es. T

h
e last th

in
g
 it w

an
ted

 w
as th

e F
B

I 
investigating the L

ondon E
m

bassy. It m
oved quickly to protect its 

rights. O
n a

s June, the F
B

I recorded: `M
r E

m
ory S

w
ank w

ho said he 
w

as S
ecretary [D

ean] R
usk's special assistant, called at 9.3o a.m

. to 
advise that S

ecretary R
usk had asked him

 to check into the report that 
there w

ere som
e contacts w

ith the E
m

bassy in L
ondon w

ith regard to 
the P

rofum
o/K

eeler m
atter. S

w
ank said that there is nothing in the 

S
tate D

epartm
ent files to substantiate that there w

ere such m
eetings 

at th
e L

o
n
d
o
n
 E

m
b
assy

, b
u
t th

at th
is, o

f co
u
rse, d

id
 n

o
t m

ean
 th

at 
th

e m
eetin

g
s d

id
 n

o
t tak

e p
lace. S

w
an

k
 said

 th
at S

ecretary
 R

u
sk

 
w

ould probably appoint a personal em
issary to take this up w

ith the 
A

m
bassador in L

ondon.' 
T

w
o
 h

o
u
rs later R

u
sk

 ap
p
o
in

ted
 W

illiam
 C

. B
u
rd

ett, d
ep

u
ty

 
assistant secretary for E

uropean A
ffairs as the em

issary. T
he S

tate 
D

epartm
ent duly notified the F

B
I of B

urdett's m
ission and asked, 'in 

view
 of the delicacy of the em

bassy in this m
atter,' if the F

B
I w

anted 
a report on the result of the m

ission. H
oover cunningly replied that 

the F
B

I w
as not investigating the m

atter in L
ondon and it w

as up to 
th

e S
tate D

ep
artm

en
t to

 d
ecid

e to
 w

h
o
m

 to
 d

istrib
u
te B

u
rd

ett's 
report. B

ut H
oover im

m
ediately alerted B

ates in L
ondon to w

atch 
for B

urden's arrival. 
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In the m
eantim

e H
oover m

ade certain that the A
ttorney-G

eneral, 
R

o
b
ert K

en
n
ed

y
, k

n
ew

 w
h
at w

as g
o
in

g
 o

n
. H

e d
id

 th
is b

y
 sen

d
in

g
 

h
im

 a p
erso

n
al letter su

m
m

arisin
g
 th

e case an
d
 h

ig
h
lig

h
tin

g
 th

e 
A

m
erican

 in
v

o
lv

em
en

t, b
o

th
 at th

e U
S

 E
m

b
assy

 an
d

 at th
e U

S
 A

ir 
F

orce base at R
uislip, W

est L
ondon. 'T

here is a possibility that som
e 

A
ir F

orce enlisted personnel m
ay have had relations w

ith C
hristine 

K
eeler. O

ne airm
an w

as reported to have said that K
eeler charged too 

p
o
u
n
d
s a n

ig
h
t an

d
 g

av
e th

e im
p
ressio

n
 th

at h
e h

ad
 sp

en
t sev

eral 
n
ig

h
ts w

ith
 h

er. A
n
o
th

er en
listed

 m
an

 is said
 to

 h
av

e referred
 a 

coloured airm
an to K

eeler.' B
oth airm

en, said H
oover, had access to 

classified inform
ation. 

H
oover's conviction that B

ritish society w
as riddled w

ith w
hores, 

pim
ps, sex m

aniacs and S
oviet agents m

ust have received a boost on 
S

u
n
d
ay

, t6
 Ju

n
e w

h
en

 an
 article b

y
 M

ich
ael E

d
d
o
w

es ap
p
eared

 in
 

Journal-A
m

erican. In
 it E

d
d
o
w

es to
ld

 o
f h

is m
eetin

g
 w

ith
 Iv

an
o
v
 

during the C
uban m

issile crisis. E
ddow

es described Ivanov as highly 
aggressive and full of blustering threats to w

ipe out E
ngland and to 

drop art atom
ic bom

b in the sea 6o m
iles off N

ew
 Y

ork. A
ccording to 

E
d
d
o
w

es, H
o
o
v
er im

m
ed

iately
 'in

stru
cted

' h
im

 to
 m

ak
e fu

rth
er in

-
quiries into the security aspects and report back to him

. W
ashington 

w
as now

 buzzing w
ith as m

any rum
ours as had sw

ept L
ondon during 

the height of the scandal, so w
hat happened next w

as not entirely a 
su

rp
rise. T

h
e W

h
ite H

o
u

se b
ecam

e in
v

o
lv

ed
. T

h
e m

o
st lik

ely
 

ex
p
lan

atio
n
 fo

r P
resid

en
t K

en
n
ed

y
's su

d
d
en

 in
terest in

 th
e affair is 

th
at h

is b
ro

th
er, R

o
b

ert K
en

n
ed

y
, to

ld
 h

im
 o

f th
e lo

n
g

 rep
o

rt fro
m

 
H

oover. T
here w

ere then both political and personal reasons for the 
P

resid
en

t's in
terest. O

n
e w

as th
at th

e scan
d

al co
u

ld
 p

ro
v

id
e 

K
en

n
ed

y
's o

p
p

o
n

en
ts in

 C
o

n
g

ress w
ith

 am
m

u
n

itio
n

 to
 attack

 h
is 

plans for a m
ulti-nation N

A
T

O
 nuclear force. If B

ritain w
as so leaky, 

w
hy should the U

S
 share its defence secrets? A

nother w
as a cal! in the 

W
ashington N

ew
s 

fo
r K

en
n
ed

y
 to

 can
cel h

is sch
ed

u
led

 v
isit to

 
L

ondon because it w
ould provide 'prestige and m

oral support for the 
fo

u
n

d
erin

g
 G

o
v

ern
m

en
t o

f P
rim

e M
in

ister M
acm

illan
 . . . W

e can
 

th
in

k
 o

f n
o
 b

etter tim
e fo

r an
 A

m
erican

 P
resid

en
t to

 stay
 as far as 

possible aw
ay from

 E
ngland.' A

nd a third reason, a personal one, w
as 

that given H
oover's anim

osity for the K
ennedy fam

ily, the P
resident 

b
ecam

e co
n

cern
ed

 th
at H

o
o

v
er w

o
u

ld
 so

m
eh

o
w

 u
se th

e scan
d

al 
against him

. S
o, on the P

resident's behalf D
efense S

ecretary R
obert 

M
cN

am
ara telephoned H

oover on zo June. H
oover w

as out and his 
call w

as retu
rn

ed
 b

y
 o

n
e o

f H
o

o
v

er's lieu
ten

an
ts, A

. H
. B

elm
o

n
t. 

M
cN

am
ara said he w

as concerned about the affair and w
ould like 

B
elm

ont to com
e over to his office that very afternoon to m

eet w
ith 

him
, the director of the C

IA
, John M

cC
one, and L

ieutenant G
eneral 

S
A
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C
arro

ll o
f th

e D
IA

, fo
r a co

n
feren

ce. W
h
at w

en
t o

n
 at th

e m
eetin

g
 

rem
ains classified, but a note of its discussions m

ade by a C
IA

 officer, 
w

as sent off im
m

ediately to M
cG

eorge B
undy, the P

resident's special 
assistan

t. F
ro

m
 w

h
at th

en
 o

ccu
rred

 w
e can

 m
ak

e an
 in

fo
rm

ed
 

assessm
ent of w

hat M
cN

am
ara w

ould have said at the conference. H
e 

w
ould have told the F

B
I that the P

resident w
anted any security risk 

th
at th

e U
n
ited

 S
tates m

ig
h
t h

av
e in

cu
rred

 th
ro

u
g
h
 th

e P
ro

fu
m

o
 

scandal to be identified and investigated w
ithout delay. H

e w
anted 

the w
hole affair cleared up quickly. 

W
hat follow

ed w
as a rapid acceleration in the F

B
I investigations. 

T
w

o F
B

I agents left for L
ondon w

here they liaised w
ith the S

cotland 
Y

ard
 team

 still g
ath

erin
g

 ev
id

en
ce ag

ain
st W

ard
. S

erg
ean

t G
lasse 

recalls: `T
h

e tw
o

 F
B

I m
en

 w
ere h

ere o
n

 a fairly
 p

erm
an

en
t b

asis. 
T

h
eir jo

b
 w

as to
 in

terv
iew

 p
eo

p
le ab

o
u
t p

o
ssib

le secu
rity

 leak
s 

because of the Ivanbv connection. W
e w

ould pick the people up and 
take them

 to the A
m

erican E
m

bassy to be questioned. In return the 
F

B
I b

ro
u

g
h

t tw
o

 g
irls o

v
er fro

m
 th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates fo
r th

e B
ritish

 
police to question. T

he FB
I seem

ed to m
e to be m

ore interested in the 
security angle than our ow

n service did.' 
A

t som
e stage during the F

B
I investigation the B

ureau learnt that 
C

h
ristin

e K
eeler an

d
 M

an
d
y
 R

ice-D
av

ies h
ad

 b
een

 in
 th

e U
n
ited

 
S

tates. T
he resources of the B

ureau w
ere then m

obilised to find out 
w

hat the tw
o girls had been up to, w

hom
 they had seen,' and w

hy? 
A

gents from
 the B

ureau's N
ew

 Y
ork office tram

ped around the city 
reco

n
stru

ctin
g

 th
e g

irls' v
isit th

e p
rev

io
u

s y
ear, ch

eck
in

g
 th

eir 
telephone calls, questioning hotel staff, and filing m

inutely-detailed 
rep

o
rts. T

h
ese w

ere th
en

 read
 b

y
 H

o
o

v
er h

im
self w

h
o

 so
m

etim
es 

q
u

eried
 th

e d
etails an

d
 sen

t th
e ag

en
ts b

ack
 to

 d
o

u
b

le ch
eck

. F
o

r 
ex

am
p
le: th

e F
B

I ag
en

t ch
eck

in
g
 th

e H
o
tel B

ed
fo

rd
's reco

rd
s 

reported that the girls had checked out at 3.03 p.m
. on z4 July 1962 

after p
ay

in
g
 th

eir b
ill o

f $
1
5
.so

. H
o
o
v
er q

u
eried

 th
e d

ate. T
h
e 

ch
asten

ed
 ag

en
t rep

o
rted

, 'R
ech

eck
 o

f H
o

tel B
ed

fo
rd

 reco
rd

s 
discloses the date to be correct. H

ow
ever the bill w

as $1 5.5o per day 
for both rather than a total bill of $15.5o.' 

T
he background of everyone w

ho had volunteered inform
ation on 

the affair w
as checked. A

nyone w
ho knew

 W
ard either in B

ritain or 
the U

nited S
tates w

as tracked dow
n and asked to agree to an interview

. 
S

om
e refused. O

thers, like M
argaret B

row
n, agreed, and said W

ard 
w

as a w
onderful person. 

T
he investigation w

as not w
ithout its funny m

om
ents. O

n 2
4
 June, 

the D
aily Sketch said that W

ard's form
er w

ife, P
atricia B

aines, had 
m

arried a law
yer called C

harles H
am

m
ond, w

ho, the paper said, w
as 

th
e fo

rm
er h

ead
 o

f th
e F

B
I in

 L
o
n
d
o
n
. T

h
e B

u
reau

 w
as su

itab
ly
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outraged. 'T
his is obviously not right . . . T

he article show
s a photo of 

H
am

m
o

n
d

 an
d

 B
ain

es at th
e tim

e o
f m

arriag
e. H

e ap
p

ears to
 b

e a 
lieu

ten
an

t in
 th

e U
.S

. N
av

y
's u

n
ifo

rm
.' 

T
h
e step

p
ed

 u
p
 in

v
estig

atio
n
 so

o
n
 p

ro
d
u
ced

 resu
lts. O

n
 zo

 Ju
n
e 

th
ree U

.S
. airm

en
, all b

lack
, w

ere flo
w

n
 to

 th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates fo

r 
interrogation 'to ensure that the thrill-seeking E

nglish press does not 
get their story before the A

ir F
orce does'. A

ccording to the F
B

I, 'the 
th

ree N
eg

ro
es h

ad
 m

et K
eeler in

 lo
w

 class n
ig

h
t clu

b
s, g

en
erally

 
freq

u
en

ted
 b

y
 n

o
n
-C

au
casian

 elem
en

ts in
 L

o
n
d
o
n
 . . . T

h
e th

ree 
airm

en w
ill be housed at B

olling A
ir F

orce B
ase and the investigation 

is designed to determ
ine w

hether K
eeler had attem

pted to pum
p them

 
for intelligence data w

hich they m
ight have in connection w

ith their 
A

ir F
o

rce assig
n

m
en

ts.' T
h

e m
en

 w
ere g

iv
en

 lie d
etecto

r tests an
d

 
questioned over a period of days. T

he results, announced publicly by 
the D

efense D
epartm

ent the follow
ing m

onth, w
as to clear the three 

m
en

 co
m

p
letely

. T
h
e D

ep
artm

en
t said

 th
at th

e in
v
estig

atio
n
 h

ad
 

show
n 'none w

as involved directly or indirectly in any w
ay, or had 

an
y

 k
n

o
w

led
g

e' o
f th

e case. T
w

o
 o

f th
e m

en
 h

ad
 m

et a g
irl called

 
`C

h
ristin

e', w
h

o
 w

as p
resu

m
ed

 to
 b

e C
h

ristin
e K

eeler b
u

t, th
e 

D
epartm

ent added, 'they had no intim
ate contact w

ith her and didn't 
even know

 her last nam
e until they read the publicity concerning her 

in
 th

e n
ew

sp
ap

ers.' A
s a g

estu
re o

f co
n

fid
en

ce in
 th

e m
en

, th
e 

D
epartm

ent flew
 them

 back to B
ritain to resum

e their duties. 
M

eanw
hile the S

tate D
epartm

ent's investigation into the L
ondon 

E
m

b
assy

's k
n

o
w

led
g

e o
f th

e affair, th
e ro

le o
f A

d
m

iral L
y

n
ch

 an
d

 
C

aptain M
urphy, A

m
bassador B

ruce's possible involvem
ent, and the 

E
m

bassy's failure to report its know
ledge to W

ashington, had proved 
eq

u
ally

 sw
ift. A

 search
 o

f th
e E

m
b

assy
's files p

ro
d

u
ced

 sev
eral 

m
em

o
s fro

m
 B

ru
ce's secretary

, A
lfred

 W
ells, w

h
ich

 sh
o

w
ed

 th
at 

ap
art fro

m
 C

o
rb

ally
's in

fo
rm

atio
n
, th

e E
m

b
assy

 d
id

 n
o
t k

n
o
w

 an
y
 

m
o

re th
an

 F
leet S

treet as th
e scan

d
al d

ev
elo

p
ed

. W
ells h

ad
 eith

er 
lunched or dined at parties at w

hich W
ard had been present, and he 

had been intrigued at W
ard's lack of discretion. 

A
t a d

in
n

er p
arty

 o
n

 5
 N

o
v

em
b

er 1
9

6
2

, W
ells w

ro
te, W

ard
 h

ad
 

m
ade loud statem

ents that he had been the principal liaison betw
een 

th
e S

o
v
iets an

d
 th

e B
ritish

 G
o
v
ern

m
en

t d
u
rin

g
 th

e C
u
b
an

 m
issile 

crisis. 'W
ard spoke concerning the confidential m

essages he carried 
b

etw
een

 Iv
an

o
v

 an
d

 h
is frien

d
s in

 th
e B

ritish
 g

o
v

ern
m

en
t.' W

ells 
w

rote that he had asked a m
an sitting next to him

 w
ho D

r W
ard w

as 
an

d
 th

e m
an

 h
ad

 rep
lied

 th
at h

e w
as an

 o
steo

p
ath

 an
d

 th
at h

e 
procured girls for w

ealthy clients. 
W

h
en

 th
e scan

d
al b

ro
k

e, B
ru

ce h
ad

 ask
ed

 W
ells to

 p
u

t d
o

w
n

 
an

y
th

in
g
 else h

e rem
em

b
ered

 o
f w

h
at h

ad
 o

ccu
rred

 in
 Jan

u
ary

 an
d
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F
ebruary. W

ells now
 w

rote another m
em

o, dated t8 June, saying that 
ap

art fro
m

 h
is m

eetin
g
 w

ith
 C

o
rb

ally
 o

n
 2

9
 Jan

u
ary

 h
e h

ad
 h

ad
 

another m
eeting w

ith C
orbally on 5 F

ebruary. C
orbally had said that 

he had m
et C

live B
ossom

, P
arliam

entary P
rivate S

ecretary to H
ugh 

F
raser, th

e A
ir M

in
ister, an

d
 h

ad
 to

ld
 h

im
 ab

o
u
t K

eeler's sto
ry

 
n

am
in

g
 P

ro
fu

m
o

. W
ells said

 th
at w

h
ile w

ritin
g

 th
e m

em
o

 o
n

 th
e 

second m
eeting, he had telephoned B

ossom
 to learn w

hether B
ossom

 
had actually done anything about C

orbally's conversation. B
ossom

 
had replied that after hearing C

orbally's w
arning he had passed it to 

both F
raser and P

rofum
o, and that P

rofum
o had shrugged it off w

ith, 
'T

here are alw
ays rum

ours about m
en in the lim

elight'. (C
orbally has 

n
o
 reco

llectio
n
 o

f th
e m

eetin
g
 w

ith
 B

o
sso

m
.) E

v
en

 th
e F

B
I saw

 
nothing in this w

orth pursuing further. It noted, 'W
hile interesting, 

this does not add anything to the P
rofum

o case.' 
L

inks betw
een a U

N
 call girl and the P

rofum
o affair w

ere now
 also 

looking very tenuous. T
he O

ffice of S
pecial Investigations (O

S
I) had 

b
eco

m
e in

terested
 in

 th
e p

o
ssib

ility
 th

at th
e N

o
v

o
tn

y
 case an

d
 th

e 
P

rofum
o scandal w

ere linked through an international call girl ring 
b

ased
 o

n
 th

e U
N

 —
 H

o
o

v
er's o

rig
in

al th
esis. W

h
en

 th
e Journal 

A
m

erican published its ow
n attem

pts to link the tw
o, the O

S
I asked 

the F
B

I if there w
as any substance in the report. T

hree of H
oover's 

sen
io

r m
en

 w
en

t th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e F
B

I files, talk
ed

 w
ith

 ag
en

ts, an
d

 
assessed

 th
e th

eo
ry

. T
h

ey
 h

ad
 to

 tell th
e O

S
I th

at th
ere w

as n
o

 
evidence w

hatsoever to establish such a link. 
T

he C
IA

 investigation w
as the briefest of all. T

he C
IA

 officer w
ho 

liaised w
ith the B

ritish S
ecret Intelligence S

ervice, A
rchie R

oosevelt 
Jnr, w

as asked to check if A
m

bassador B
ruce knew

 W
ard. R

oosevelt 
adopted the direct m

ethod —
 he asked B

ruce. B
ruce at first said that he 

d
id

 n
o
t. H

o
w

ev
er B

ru
ce later to

ld
 R

o
o
sev

elt th
at w

h
en

 h
e h

ad
 

checked his diary he had discovered that W
ard had called on him

 to 
sketch him

. R
oosevelt passed this new

s to C
IA

 headquarters, but the 
ag

en
cy

 co
n

tin
u

ed
 to

 p
ress R

o
o
sev

elt an
d
 h

e w
as o

rd
ered

 to
 rep

o
rt 

instantly if any further A
m

erican connection em
erged from

 the case. 
Y

et, at th
e en

d
 o

f th
e d

ay
, th

e w
h

o
le A

m
erican

 in
v

estig
atio

n
 

revealed nothing of im
portance to W

ashington, there w
as nothing to 

su
b

stan
tiate H

o
o

v
er's th

esis —
 n

o
 ev

id
en

ce o
f treach

ery
 o

r K
G

B
 

co
n

sp
iracy

. B
u

t th
e ex

ten
t o

f th
e in

v
estig

atio
n

 an
d

 th
e h

ig
h

-lev
el 

in
terest in

 W
ash

in
g
to

n
 in

 its resu
lts can

n
o
t b

e ex
p
lain

ed
 so

lely
 b

y
 

H
oover's obsession. T

he F
B

I investigation provoked a m
eeting of 

th
ree o

f W
ash

in
g
to

n
's m

o
st p

o
w

erfu
l m

en
 —

 D
efen

ce S
ecretary

 
M

cN
am

ara, C
IA

 director John M
cC

one, and D
IA

 director, L
ieutenant 

G
eneral C

arroll. T
he C

IA
's L

ondon liaison officer, A
rchie R

oosevelt 
w

as 'co
n

stan
tly

 b
ad

g
ered

 b
y

 m
y

 h
ead

q
u

arters an
d

 S
u

p
rem

e B
o

ss 



ao6 	
A

N
 A

F
F

A
IR

 O
F

 S
T

A
T

E
 

p
erson

ally ab
ou

t an
 A

m
erican

 con
n

ection
 w

ith
 th

e P
rofu

m
o case.' 

T
h

e P
resid

en
t's sp

ecial assistan
t, M

cG
eorge B

u
n

d
y, sh

ow
ed

 in
ten

se 
in

terest in
 th

e affair. A
n

d
 th

e P
resid

en
t's b

roth
er, th

e A
ttorn

ey-
G

en
eral R

ob
ert K

en
n

ed
y, ask

ed
 H

oover p
erson

ally to k
eep

 h
im

 
inform

ed about the investigation. 
T

he only feasible reason for this w
idespread fascination is that all 

these people feared that the P
resident of the U

nited States w
as about 

to be dragged into the scandal, not on a political level, but on a sexual 
on

e. T
h

ere is evid
en

ce th
at th

is fear existed
. O

n
 a Ju

ly R
ob

ert 
K

en
n

ed
y ask

ed
 H

oover if h
e cou

ld
 tell h

im
 exactly w

h
at C

h
ristin

e 
K

eeler and M
andy R

ice-D
avies did w

hen they visited N
ew

 Y
ork the 

p
reviou

s year. It seem
s stran

ge th
at R

ob
ert K

en
n

ed
y, th

e A
ttorn

ey-
G

en
eral of th

e U
n

ited
 S

tates, a m
an

 w
ith

 en
orm

ou
s issu

es on
 h

is 
m

in
d

, sh
ou

ld
 h

ave th
e sligh

test in
terest in

 w
h

at tw
o th

en
 u

n
k

n
ow

n
 

E
nglish girls had done during a seven-day visit to the U

nited States a 
year earlier. 

T
h

e reason
 w

as th
at R

ob
ert K

en
n

ed
y w

as w
orried

 th
at on

e, or 
b

oth
 girls m

igh
t h

ave slep
t w

ith
 h

is b
roth

er, th
e P

resid
en

t of th
e 

U
nited States, during their visit and he needed to know

 for certain so 
th

at h
e cou

ld
 p

rotect th
e P

resid
en

t from
 th

e scan
d

al th
at w

ou
ld

 
follow

 if th
e girls b

lab
b

ed
. It w

ou
ld

 h
ave b

een
 sim

p
ler for R

ob
ert 

K
en

n
ed

y to ask
 h

is b
roth

er if h
e h

ad
 slep

t w
ith

 C
h

ristin
e or M

an
d

y 
in

stead
 of ask

in
g H

oover, h
ow

ever in
d

irectly. B
u

t, as w
e n

ow
 

k
n

ow
, Joh

n
 F

. K
en

n
ed

y's sexu
al ap

p
etite w

as so p
rod

igiou
s an

d
 so 

in
d

iscrim
in

ate th
at h

e w
ou

ld
 n

ot h
ave b

een
 ab

le to rem
em

b
er. 

R
obert K

ennedy w
as right to be concerned. O

n 23 July, according 
to an F

B
I internal m

em
orandum

, the tape recording w
hich C

hristine 
K

eeler h
ad

 m
ad

e w
ith

 h
er n

ew
 m

an
ager, R

ob
in

 D
ru

ry, m
en

tion
ed

 
P

resident K
ennedy as one of K

eeler's lovers. A
ll that needs to be said 

about this allegation is that if K
eeler had indeed slept w

ith K
ennedy 

th
en

 it w
ou

ld
 h

ave b
een

 com
p

letely ou
t of ch

aracter for h
er to h

ave 
kept it quiet on her return to L

ondon. She w
ould have told everyone. 

T
h

e fact th
at sh

e n
ever m

en
tion

ed
 it u

n
til sh

e w
as recou

n
tin

g h
er 

m
em

oirs for sale to F
leet Street strongly suggests that she invented it 

to m
ake them

 a m
ore valuable property. 

T
h

e F
B

I h
asten

ed
 to tell R

ob
ert K

en
n

ed
y, 'T

h
ere is attach

ed
 [to 

th
is m

em
oran

d
u

m
] a letter to th

e A
ttorn

ey-G
en

eral fu
rn

ish
in

g th
e 

inform
ation concerning the allegations about P

resident K
ennedy for 

his inform
ation. It is recom

m
ended that this letter be delivered to the 

A
ttorney-G

eneral by assistant director E
vans.' T

he letter w
as never 

sen
t. H

oover con
sid

ered
 th

e in
form

ation
 to b

e too sen
sitive to com

e 
to rest in

 th
e A

ttorn
ey-G

en
eral's files. E

van
s w

as ord
ered

 in
stead

 to 
contact K

ennedy and tell him
 w

hat the F
B

I had learnt. 
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W
e h

ave on
ly th

e F
B

I's accou
n

t of w
h

at tran
sp

ired
. T

h
is m

ak
es 

R
ob

ert K
en

n
ed

y ap
p

ear alm
ost p

ath
etically gratefu

l for th
e F

B
I's 

h
elp

. A
ccord

in
g to agen

t E
van

s, 'T
h

e A
ttorn

ey-G
en

eral w
as 

appreciative of out bringing this m
atter to his attention personally. 

H
e said

 th
at it d

id
 seem

 p
rep

osterou
s th

at su
ch

 a story w
ou

ld
 b

e 
circulated w

hen a presidential candidate, during the cam
paign, travels 

w
ith

 sco
res o

f n
ew

sp
a

p
erm

en
. H

e a
d

d
ed

 th
a

t w
ith

 th
e n

ex
t 

P
resid

en
tial election

 n
ow

 less th
an

 a m
on

th
s aw

ay, h
e an

ticip
ated

 
th

at th
ere w

ou
ld

 b
e m

ore sim
ilar stories an

d
 h

e w
ou

ld
 lik

e u
s to 

continue to advise him
 of any such m

atters com
ing to our attention 

on a personal basis, as he could better defend the fam
ily if he knew

 
w

hat w
as being said.' 

T
his, then, w

as the effect of the P
rofum

o scandal had on the U
nited 

States. It allow
ed H

oover to consolidate the hold that he already had 
over the K

ennedy fam
ily, by m

aking the F
B

I appear indispensable in 
protecting the fam

ily nam
e. Stephen W

ard w
ould have enjoyed the 

irony. 


