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The outing ofJ Edgar Hoover

ISTORY SOMETIMES has
symmetry.
“He was wearing a fluffy
black dress, very fluffy, with
flounces and lace stockings and high heels
and a black curly wig,” according to a
woman quoted by British writer Antony
Summers in.a new book on J. Edgar
Hoover, the mercilessly homophobic direc-
tor of the FBI. “It was obvious it wasn't a
woman; you cculd sce where he shaved. It
was Hoover.”

For half a century as the nation’s most
powerful cop, Hoover was only too willing to
investigate, expose, pei'secute or blackmail
individuals who could be accused of homo-
sexual behavior or left-wing political views.
Now that he has been safely dead for 21
years, the Summers book joins other re-
" ports of Hoover as a closet gay.

It’s not exactly fair, but it’s justice: Un-
proven gossip was just the sort of charac-
ter assault that Hoover himself had turned
into an art form during his half-century as
the nation’s chief crime fighter.

Many people wondered why Hoover
seemed to ignore the Mafia. According to
the Summers book, photographs of Hoover
as a transvestite in company with his long-
time aide Clyde Tolson came into the pos-
session of organized crime bosses Meyer
Lansky and Frank Costello.

During those years, according to FBI
records, Hoover ordered agents to compile
an estimated 300,000 pages of “sex devi-
ate” reports that ruined reputations and
destroyed careers of thousands of people.

Among them was a file on the late I1li-
nois governor, Adlai Stevenson, the Democ-
ratic presidential nominee in 1952 and
1956. Although the candidate was de-
scribed by his biographer as “decidedly het-
erosexual,” the index card calls him a “sex
deviate” — and the file itself quoted infor-
mants as saying he was known as “Ade-
line.” These reports were secretly leaked
to press and politicians by Hoover, who pre-
ferred Dwight D. Eisenhower.

Now we hear that Hoover was a trans-
vestite. What goes around, comes around.
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1950s, and not just in France.

G-man’s G-string

TIS hard to see why there is such a fuss
Iover “Official and Confidential: The
Sccret Life of J. Edgar Hoover” by An-
thony Summers (G.P. Putnam & Sons;
528 pages; $25.95. Gollancz; £14.99).
Most of its credible disclosures are old
hat. The Fat director’s rumoured homo-
sexual relationship with Clyde Tolson
wascommon gossnp in Washington long
before his death in 1972. Everybody ev-
erywhere knew that Hoover hated radi-
cal blacks and ieft-wingers of all colours.
Criticism of his reluctance to take on the
Mafia was a commonplace. And even
Martians must by now have heard that
some presidents were loth to scold, let
alone to sack, Hoover lest he spill the

beans on their misdeeds.

The book contains some truly sensa-
tional revelations, but they are about as
convincing as the scandal sheets at su-
permarket check-out counters. The Ma-
fia hiring Lee Harvey Oswald to assassi-

nate President Kennedy, for instance.
Or, more implausibly still, the disclosure
that Hoover and Roy Cohn, another no-
torious Red-baiter, liked dressing up in
women’s clothes to partake in sexual or-
gies with Aryan-looking boys. If this, or
anything like it, had really happened, it
would have become public knowledge
donkey's years ago. The many people in
the media who had reason to bear Hoo-
ver a grudge would have secn to that.
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here. So also did the two

college professors who
cane fron {..ondon to help Iaim. Collectively they took much time, had the free run of my
files and copier and as you may remember, I h.od one hell of a time and it too’[ much and |,
repeated effort to get the transcribing machine I'd Zoaned '%r@( wvhen he was too cheap
to buy one and that poor woman helping him ha}//{{{ transcribe his 1nterv:.eu§t%§.k a small
%383 recorder. I suppose this is beceuse ll(i; had so small and adwa.nce, a mere three—
quarters of a million dellars, Uhat I m';y 'n’ot: have told you earlier is that years ago I
asked Tony why b}(* had not cmnsu;ltqﬁ ne for informa-
ien, words to ‘chls offc,ct “fiot verbatim, Tony wirote me- 1wt he had asked and I had re-
fuseds L have the letter.

learned from a Swode that when he !l

Fact is that when he vas, Wr1 ting Conspiracy at Chadd's Ford. I
did invite lim herec. He had called to ask perm;x.531on to 5@9

somethir}g from O in NO, saying
he woXd credit it. He didn't az%nd'xllithouu‘s

| a word of complaint from me:_ hg later wrote and
t ] ° « o] -
apologized for his oversight., .,upgo..,f\; he'd heord from nnople about it. Well, the Abook is

out, I've seen a few reviews and thav (.L/o a best seller and, fortunately, I've not beeh asked

Ay
about it, Because if I had fd/uave responded wrbhoug ﬁv:.ng rc%g the book,) Tony is so cheap

a "dirt bagy" whatcver that ieans in Ireland— mz it was used to describe hiit by an Irishman
who knew him in Ireland -~ I am inclined to beLlieve it is praise. With all that advance and
all he got here free and all the time he took he was so damned chieap he did not send me a
oook. Ur can it be that after reading it I'dy have made the comment the Egjonomlst did and
he knew-I would. So much for his personal integrity, the kind of man he is. From this
review it is apparent that like so many of the whore who profit from this great national
'bmgedy he a.SuUJIle.a 04' ald s guilt. Or is this not for the-first timé? He and the growingy
multitude l:Lke h:Lm-k;Mbsa vho sedl sex seem honorable and decent by cxbn;'parison. While .
based on his- past I suppose I should havé ex ected something like this and what he evolved,
I roally did not expect him to feoul his own nest and to deosiroy the credibility of what
could and should have been a fine and a worhhwhile book given the resources he had, his

ability and the willingness of so mgny of ps to help him. With friends like him, who
has any need of enem:.es'? M :
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