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Biographer Anthony Summers alleges J. Edgar Hoover (above) 
wwilatindritipulabirii iiii*.rrirowf....... 1-........- -:J- Cir.!. Tidson  

(left), and the photo was used to blackmail Hoover into leaving 

the mob alone. 
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Hunting 
Hoover's 

ecret Life 
Tale of paranoia, excess, blackmail 

Summers says 
Hoover was a 
publicity. 
grubbing, 
hypocritical 
man who al-
lowed gang-
sters to thrive 
and contribut-
ed to the mas-
sacre at Pearl 
Harbor. 

BY TOM LEVY/INEOIRONICLE 

 

j
Edgar Hoover wore a 

dress. Thanks to Anthony-
Summers' new book, "Of-. 
ficial and Confidential: 

The Secret Life of J. Edgar Hoo-
ver" (Putnam, $25.95), we know it 
was a black flouncy number ac-
cessorized with black lace stock-
ings and high heels. 

This is not what Summers 
wants us to remember about a 
project that took him five years 
and cost him all but $50,000 of 
the $750,000 advance he receiv-
ed. 

On a book tour now, Sum-
mers is trying to focus attention 
on more than the FBI director's 
sexual and sartorial preferences, 
He insists that he's not the one 
focusing on the drag queen sub-
plot. He even refused a request 
from People magazine that he be 
photographed next to a Hoover-
looking bulldog in a tutu. 

In the course of interviewing 
850 people, Summers discovered 
a bit more about Hoover's 47-
year reign as the nation's top 
crime stopper. It's enough to 
make you think the letters "FBI" 
stood for fakery, bullying and In-
nuendo. 

Summers says he learned 
that the head of the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation kept elabo-. 

rate confidential files — often 
from illegal wiretaps and hidden 
cameras — on the sexual prefer-
ences, peccadilloes and most em-
barrassing moments of congress- 

men, presidents, journalists and 
just about anybody else he cared 
to control. He blackniailed early 
and often, according to Sum-
mers. 

Just to list a few of the sensa-
tional ploys Summers says Hoo-
ver used: He made sure that FDR 
knew he had a file on Eleanor 
Roosevelt's sex life, including li-
aisons with a young man in a ho- 

tel room; that Martin Luther 
King could not enjoy the Nobel 
Peace Prize that Hoover thought 
he deserved because Hoover 
showed him compromising' 
photos two days before he ac-
cepted the prize; that JFK knew 
that Hoover had a file lending 
credence to reports of a conceal-

" ed first marriage; that Lyndon 
HOOVER: Page B4 Col. 1 
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H
O

O
V

E
R

: A
ccessorized W

ith L
ace 

H
am

pton and M
ark C

lark in C
hica-

go. T
hrow

n in w
ith the sensational 

an
d

 am
u

sin
g d

etails are oth
er 

w
hispers, rum

ors and heavily doc-
u

m
en

ted
 ch

arges. T
h

ere is G
ore 

V
idal's report that the racist H

oo-
ver w

as actually of black ancestry 
him

self. T
here are stories sugges-

ting that som
ebody —

 if not N
ixon 

th
en

 op
eratives lik

e E
. H

ow
ard

 
H

unt and G
. G

ordon L
iddy, w

ho 
w

ere close to h
im

 —
 m

ay h
ave 

used sophisticated C
IA

 bum
p-off 

techniques to m
ake it appear that 

the 77-year-old director died sud-
denly of a heart attack in 1973. 

T
he book is such an encyclope-

'd
ia of everyth

in
g b

ad
 you

 ever 
w

anted to know
 about H

oover that 
th

e silly gets m
ixed

 in
 w

ith
 th

e 
deadly. W

e learn that H
oover w

as 
not only a snoop, but also a hom

o-
phobic hom

osexual, a paranoid, an 
ob

sessive-com
p

u
lsive an

d
 som

e-
one w

ho needed heated toilet seats 
and fresh carnations each day. 

Sum
m

ers insists he is neither a - 
scandalm

onger nor a scholar. It's 
just journalism

, folks. 
H

e d
efen

d
s h

im
self again

st' 
criticism

 that he threw
 in serious 

ch
arges of corru

p
tion

 an
d

 ch
ica- 

n
ery w

ith
 th

e trivial accou
n

ts of 
m

incing w
alks and sissy behavior, 

rep
orts from

 O
S

S
 officers alon

g- 

F
rom

 P
age B

3 

Johnson knew
 about the dossier on 

h
is illegitim

ate son
, S

teven
; an

d
 

that R
ichard N

ixon knew
 H

oover 
lbad the goods on him

 for pre-W
a-

:tergate w
iretap

p
in

g as w
ell as a 

clan
d

estin
e relation

sh
ip

 w
ith

 a 
C

hinese gal pal. 
T

hose he didn't have the goods - 
on thought h

e d
id

. It w
as fear of 

th
ese files, of cou

n
ter-b

lack
m

ail, 
th

at k
ep

t revelation
s of 	

H
oo- 

ver's personal life out of the new
s 

during his lifetim
e. 

W
hile H

oover threatened other-- 
closet h

om
osexu

als in
 h

igh
 p

laces 
w

ith ruin, he him
self w

as so indis- 
creet, according to Sum

m
ers, as to 

b
e p

h
otograp

h
ed

 in
 th

e act w
ith

 
his longtim

e com
panion, F

B
I agent 

C
lyde T

olson. A
s early as 1937, such 

photographs allegedly fell into the 
h

an
d

s of m
afioso M

eyer L
an

sk
y 

an
d

 w
ere u

sed
 to con

trol H
oover 

so th
at th

e M
afia th

rived
 d

u
rin

g 
H

oover's reign. 
S

u
m

m
ers d

escrib
es H

o
o
v
er 

lau
n

ch
in

g an
 an

ti-p
orn

ograp
h

y 
cam

p
aign

 in
 1957, sayin

g, "
If w

e 
act n

ow
 w

e can
 look

 forw
ard

 to a 
n

ew
 gen

eration
 of you

n
g p

eop
le 

w
ith clean m

inds and healthy bod-
ies living in a better, cleaner A

m
er-

ica."
 A

 year later, S
u

san
 R

osen
-

stiel, w
ife of m

illion
aire m

ob
ster 

an
d

 H
oover b

u
d

d
y L

ew
is R

osen
-, 

stiel, d
escrib

ed
 seein

g H
oover at

--  
g
a
y
 o

rg
ies in

 N
ew

 Y
o
rk

 h
o
tel 

suites in black dresses, red dresses 
and feather boas. 

"T
he face w

as com
pletely rec--

  
ogn

izab
le,"

 R
osen

stiel told
 S

u
m

-. 
m

ers. "H
oover m

ade an ugly w
om

-
an." R

osenstiel gave sim
ilar testim

o-
ny in 1970 to N

ew
 Y

ork state crim
e 

investigators. 

B
u

t th
ere is m

u
ch

 m
ore h

ere 
th

an
 H

oover's con
n

ection
 to red

 
d

resses an
d

 red
 scares. T

h
e b

ook
 

m
akes the overw

helm
ing case that 

far from
 stop

p
in

g crim
e or even

 
com

m
unism

, H
oover w

as a publici-
ty-grubbing, hypocritical, unprin-

. cipled m
an w

ho allow
ed organized 

crim
e to thrive w

hile he destroyed 
the lives of thousands of innocent 
people. H

e didn't just allow
 it. H

e 
en

joyed
 th

e com
p

an
y of an

d
 th

e 
gifts from

 know
n m

obsters. 
T

his is is the story of a 47-year 
abuse of pow

er that contributed to 
th

e m
assacre at P

earl H
arb

or b
y 

H
oover's failing to pass new

s of the 
im

p
en

d
in

g attack
 to th

e W
h

ite 
H

ouse; that led to the ruin of con-
gressm

en like C
ornelius G

allagher 
of N

ew
 Jersey, G

-m
en like M

elvin 
P

urvis and suicidal actresses like 
Jean Seberg; as w

ell as to the gun-
ning dow

n of B
lack P

anthers F
red  

side gossip from
 aging M

afia m
olls. 

"I w
as trying to w

rite a com
pre-

h
en

sive accou
n

t of m
y in

vestiga-
tion," he says. "T

he alternative, to 
leave th

e d
etails ou

t, is n
ot accu

-
rate either. T

hat's not a faithful ac-
counting of m

y research." 

H
e w

rote the book because P
ut-

nam
, im

pressed w
ith his previous 

w
orks on the K

ennedy assassina-
tion and M

arilyn M
onroe's death, 

asked him
 to do a com

prehensive 
stu

d
y of H

oover b
efore th

e origi-
nal sources died off. 

B
u

t S
u

m
m

ers, 50, an
 O

xford
 

m
an, a V

ietnam
 correspondent, a 

crim
e reporter and the M

aury P
ov-

ich of the B
B

C
, had learned w

hen 
w

ork
in

g on
 th

e p
reviou

s b
ook

s 
th

at A
m

erican
 jou

rn
alists w

ere 
not "C

om
m

ie rats," as H
oover be-

lieved, but m
ore dam

nably slobs. 

"
I d

o n
ot fin

d
 n

early en
ou

gh
 

- p
rob

in
g jou

rn
alism

. in
 th

is cou
n

-
try," he says. 

S
u

m
m

ers also feels th
at it's 

"unhealthy to let the rum
ors about 

H
oover go, and not resolve w

ho he 
.really w

as: an evil elem
ent." P

lus, 
as Sum

m
ers has learned from

 the 
doing the talk-show

 circuit, m
any 

A
m

ericans still regard H
oover as 

an icon from
 the good old days. 

B
efore dism

issing this foreign-
er's charge that w

e are a nation of 
high-tech boobs, consider his con-
tention that not only could it hap-
pen again —

 it has. 
"

L
ook

 at Iran
gate,"

 h
e says. 

"It's unconscionable that B
ush w

as 
. allow

ed to pardon W
einberger just 

w
hen it w

as all going to com
e out. 

If ever th
ere w

as a sten
ch

 ..."
 


