
A
&

E
's 'H

oover' O
vershadow

ed by 'Frontline R
eport 

T
h
e latest ed

itio
n
 o

f "B
io

g
ra-

phy" doesn't m
ake you like the 

A
rts &

 E
n
tertain

m
en

t series an
y
 

less, but it does m
ake you like P

B
S

' 
"F

rontline" series all the m
ore. 

N
 H

a
d

 "B
io

g
ra

p
h

y
's" h

o
u

rlo
n

g
 

p
o
rtrait, "J. E

d
g
ar H

o
o
v
er" (at 

5 and 9 tonight on A
&

E
) run before 

"F
ro

n
tlin

e's" recen
t, sh

atterin
g

 
expose of H

oover's life, it w
ould 

stan
d
 as a p

erfectly
 serv

iceab
le 

\—
 record of the suprem

e U
.S

. bureau-
crat and decades-long head of the 
F

B
I. 

B
u
t it d

id
n
't, an

d
 p

ro
d
u
cer-

director V
ictor K

ralyevich's con- 

ventional overview
 of the contro-

versies sw
irling around H

oover is 
th

u
s h

o
p
elessly

 o
u
t o

f th
e n

ew
s 

loop. 
T

h
e p

ro
b
lem

 isn
't sim

p
ly

 th
at 

little tim
e is d

ev
o
ted

 h
ere to

 th
e 

evidence of H
oover's covert hom

o-
sex

u
al relatio

n
sh

ip
 w

ith
 h

is sec-
ond-in-com

m
and, C

lyde T
olson, or 

of his cozy friendships w
ith M

afia 
allies. K

ralyevich and w
riter A

lan 
G

oldberg don't assess how
 organ-

ized
 crim

e m
ay

 h
av

e u
sed

 th
is 

evidence against H
oover in order 

to
 n

eu
tralize an

y
 F

B
I effo

rt to
 

com
bat the M

ob. 

T
his, of course, w

as at the heart 
o
f th

e "F
ro

n
tlin

e" rep
o
rt, w

h
ich

 
also show

ed how
 the H

oover-M
ob 

connection m
ay have played a role 

in the John F
. K

ennedy assassina-
tion. 

K
ralyevich and G

oldberg don't 
even get near that subject, as if it 
w

ould throW
 them

 off the track of 
their lum

bering, this - happened - 
then- this- happened narrative. It's 
en

o
u

g
h

, th
ey

 th
in

k
, to

 n
o

te th
at 

H
o
o
v
er in

sisted
 th

at a lo
n
e g

u
n
-

m
an shot K

ennedy. 
W

h
y

 H
o

o
v

er d
id

 th
is, o

r an
y

-
thing else, is virtually rooted out of  

th
is • sto

ry
 lik

e a b
ad

 v
iru

s. T
h

e 
closest "J. E

dgar H
oover" com

es to 
a fresh analysis of the m

an's m
o-

tives is w
hen investigative report-

er R
andy S

hilts reflects that H
oo-

ver's hunt for com
m

unists in the 
U

n
ited

 S
tates w

as an
 o

u
tw

ard
 

m
anifestation of his battle w

ith his 
ow

n "enem
y w

ithin" —
his hom

o-
sexuality. 

B
ut this is a program

 that doesn't 
d
o
 its h

o
m

ew
o
rk

, an
d
 th

e fu
n
n
y
 

vintage clips glam
orizing the F

B
I 

G
-m

en served up here don't m
ake 

up for it. 
—
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