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With little fanfare and no
evidence of nostalgia, the
Nixon administration yester-
day abolished tne 2T-vear-old
Subversive Organizations List.

Attorney General William
B. Saxbe called it a “vestigial
tail” of the government's se
curity programs,

The list, written in the post
war trauma in the late 1940s
primarily as a defense against
Communist front organiza
tions; contains the names of
300 organizations that various
attorneys general have desig
nated as subversive.

A1l but about 30 have been
out of business for five years
or more and some of those are!
so loosely organized that they
are barely existent, a Justice
Department official said.

Moreover, canstitutzonal
challenges have: ‘eroded the'
list's usefulness to the point
where only one agency—the
Defense Department—still

uses it regulaily in strgenlng_

prospective emplovees.
In 1951, the Supreme Court
ruled that no organization
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could be added to the Ilist
without being granted a hear-
ing. Twenty years later, Presi-
dent Nixon delegated the Sub-
versive Activities Control
Board to detefmine; which
groups should be on the list]
but the board no longer exists.
No new names have been
added to the list since 1955,
and several have been re-
moved as the result of law-
suits. . o ‘
“It‘is"new very apparent it
[the list] serves no useful pur-
pose,”-Saxbe said. — - 4
. The Attorney General said

thg most serlou&fmung of the
1947 executive order by Presi-
dent Truman establishing the
list' is-that fit] permitted the
Department of Justice to as-
semble_it without the consid-|
erations “fordue process that
were later ordered by the Su-
preme-Court.—- = - =

~%If the list serves no other
purpose now, Jif should con-
tinue to be a reminder that
whatever we do must be fair
and-in -full accord-with the

law and the protections it af-}

fords to all” the Attorney
General said.

“Mr. Nixon’s order revokmg
the list specifies that -it will
not be ‘used,” Published or cir-
culated by any government
agency for any purpose. The|
Justice Department: said exist-
ing copies will be destroyed. -
~The _most widely known or-)
‘ganizations on the list include
thé Communist Party U.S.A,
the—Socialist Workers--Pnrty
'and _the Ku Klux Klans of]
Agmerlca. |

It also includes groups that
ﬂave long since disbanded, in-
qluding the German American
Bund; the Black Dragon-Sock
ety and the North. American
Committee to Aid Spamsh De-
u’mcracy frim
. Also included are the Rising|.
Sun Flag Society (a group of
Japanese war _veterans); the
I‘.i or . ociew (Ttalian Black

irts): the Croatian Benevo-
lent Fraternity, .and the Sa-
kura Kai (Russo—.]apanese— War
yveterans). -

The Families’ oi the Baltl
more Smith Act’ Victims and
the. Maunce ‘Braverman De-
fense: Commlttee -are - groups
that supported’ a Baltimore
lawyer, Maurice Braverman,
who was convicted, disbarred
and imprisoned in 1952 for. vi-
olating the anti-subversive
Smith Act.

turany!";be

Braverman recently .was

b

reinstated to the AMaryland bar

after a long legal struggle.

" Those who have - pbtained
court orders removing them
from the list include the Inde-
pendent Socialist League, the
Association of Lithuanian
Workers and ‘the Abraham

| Lineoln Brigade, whose mem-

bers were Americans who
fought for the Spanish repub-
lic against Gen; -Francisco
Franco.

Deputy Assistant Attorney
General : Kevin- T. 'Maroney.
sald that “of the' gevernment
agencles surveyed in a recent
study, only the Defense’ De-|
partment responded that the
list “did -have.-some--utility."
Defense ‘officials, . Maroney
said, used it as an “investiga-
tive  ‘device in | hackround
chpeki? . Ao

- Asked whether’ﬁ:q ;abolition
of the list was motivated by
constitutional considerations
or is-lack of practical usefull-
ness, Maroney said, “If there
had _been no_ conmstitutional
problems, we probably would
‘have deferred to the Defense
Dapartment.” g A o e
» However, Maroney pointed
out ‘that since last year the
loyalty section of the standard
government employment ‘ap-
plicatlon_’llas been revised -to|
be ‘more precise about the
“quality” of an applicant's
I'membership in.. a. subversive
group at the time he-belonged.

|.The - form. - new - -inquires|

|whether  the applicant was|
ever a member of the Commu-|

nist Phrty or any other group |
"whiclk -during - the period- of

| your membership you knew |

was advocating . that the|

governmhm:';““#:shpuld “he|
overthrown -or. overturned by

force, violence or any unlaw-
iuLmeans.._,u.__ iy

-;Use.of the ‘question. in that
form ~ will < -conﬁnue, even

|though —government agencies.

will not be permitted to refer
‘to the Subversives List Maro-

ney said.

LIitIcn'ecwer, he sﬁﬂ, ﬂle FBI
still has 52, organuat‘xons JAac-
tively under inveshiation .and
it will = continue :-its “surveil-
lancenf them.‘- v b sI i

"'Saxbe’ sald that, pemonnel
security . programs “will “na-
continued. in -all!
federal- agencies: By Ry

The study that led to yester-
day's presidential order was
begun last year by then-Attor-
ney General Elliot L. Richard-
son, but was not yet com-
pleted when Richardson re-
signed last October




