28 S

i Twenty-elght senators have
notified- Senate Democratic
leaders that they will try to

block approval of appropﬁa—

tions for the Subversive Activ-

ities Control Board when the

legislation returns from a
joint conference committee,

The' conterenne committee
has stripped the bill of a Sen-
ate amendment which would
have forbidden any expendi-
ture to implement a controver-
sial executive order issued by
President Nixon on July 2.
" The executive order would |
confer, new responsibﬂlﬁes on
the board.,,lséued with little
fanfare, it irked-a number ‘of
seriators | = ifcluding’  Sen.
Safn - Ervin - {D-N.C) ‘— ‘who
clsim ‘ft tedefines the board’s| -
duties béyond the terms of the
enabling statute. :

In a letter drafted by Er-

vin's staff and forwarded Fri-

day to the office of Sénate Ma-
jority Leader Mike Mansfield,

the 28 senators say the eket‘:u-

tive order ‘“is to us an’outra-
geous assertion of unauthor-
ized presidential power.” -
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“It is made even more outxa-
geous,” the letter continues,
“by the fact that the order was
not even issued until the
House had passed the appro-
priation and was; not ‘pub-
lished until two days ntter the
/|Senate hearings.” '/

H |

approving in advance and in
ignorance an executive usur-
pation of authority which the
Constitution gives to Congress
and denies to the executlve
branch,” -

When the Subversive. Activl-
|ities Control Board (SACB) ap-
prnpnation came before the
Senate on July 19, a move by
Sen, - William Prquire (D-
Wis.)-to kill the board by elim-
in;tihg its'$450,000° appru,pria-
tion. failed by seven votes. :

| bers being paid $36,000 each.
But 'the board’s dutie§ were in
doubt. Court decisions have so

tified' that heand’his staff
could find:little to keep them

|selves occupied:’ i
The Preaidqmt’s exeeut&ve-
|order would empower’ SACB

to revitalizé the Attornéy Gen-

eral's'list of subversi\zg organi-
'zations, Tt would
the  board ‘the responsibility

determining what  constitutes
subversive organizations,
thereby establishin
for the dismissal 'of _govern-
ment employees. =

ated in _1950 was directed by

“Congress cannnb allow: it-
self to be put in a position of

‘16ft the.SACB' still in
éxistenee, with its five mem-

circumseribed the functions of
‘the SACB -that: SﬁCB Chair-
‘man John Mahan'recently tes-|

fransfer to
for updating the list, using
|new dnd wider standards for

a basis

The SACB, when it was cre-
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staiute to scour a far more‘
limited horizon for subversion. |

By law, the SACB s to iden-!
tify' afid publicize, cnmmunist
action, communist front
groups ' and 'organizations
under the influence of the So-
viet Union, "y 20 4

The letter to Mansﬁeld was
signed by 22 Democrats and
five' Republicam A sixth'Re-
publican senator sent a letter
of endorsement under sepa-
rate cover. g

“In view of uur concern
the senators wrote Mansﬂeld,
“we hope you will make mo
unanimous consent agreement
regarding - the disposition of
the conference report ... We
feel we have no alternative
but to support Sam Ervin's de-
clared intention to oppose the
report and return the bill to'
| conference with instrucﬂan to
insist upon. its (the Ervin
amendment) “inclusion in the
final report.” - sopoa-




