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:Atfornexiewil:::Asks•j.nChangei 
to Let Gbiern ment Be. ttfelSolei,'. 

• • 	 • ..--:;41tx; 
• • 	Defendaht-  in CiviLAction 

r .1" 	• kt.t 
- •- •;'-13741V1110MYBIAitli' 
• ' e;.■,..ansse.se es las Newyork 

• • WASHINGT014, 	 ." 
denerat Griffin,A • BellCsaidL 
the. Juticesinepartmenc.irould5; 
pose thattlikzederal GovernnienLbesub:•-• 
stituted,::sis*the sole. defendantlinT civil 
suits.. again* Federar employeemfor° 
trans takenun the. course of their, dillies.. 

Mr. Bellhold algroup of West. Virginia. 
lawyers- and businessmen here today that 
the growing number of civil damage sui 
being filed. against-. Government employ-
ees had becomme"a significant new con-
cern -in. Federal law ,  enforcement, and inr 
telligEnce agencies." 	. 
• • The • Attorney Genet-al.:, who has sakk 
'previously that the Government-  should: 
pay any - damages awarded- in such mat 
-tett, said that suits of this kind could 
make Federal employees reluctanttorper 
form vitali.servicwbecause.,,theykfean 
they might he.suedforSdamagemandas-
a result lose- their lifesavings.arthOmes.',....- 

Mr_ Bell, addressing4doiniiineeting 
of the West Virginia -Bev Association and 
the West Virginia Chainberzbf:Ctimnlekce. 
said: "I stress thatthese prepoied-amend-
merits,  would:SOIL allowtthe-GoVernment. 

-hold employeest-accouritablel for:their 
deeds and still:leavethem.subjeceto■-dis4 
ciplimuy-actiomorscriminall■prosemitiOnf 

2 Suits involays-FAX,Mess • 
- In he last.-  two yearsi,„sopresal'ofT 

siUti have beemfiled againstiFederal,  la 
enforcamentand inte1ligence.totfiCe 
Many of therActions•seeking -large 

lions of civil riglit-Awtt 	11_4  
in .darnagess.Inz7CompensationIVI I 

At least two such. suits 	kecentl 
been filed in • New-ifork!!City,4  
agents of the-Federal Bureau of. Investi 
lion and officials who were said tofhe 
had a hand in illegal break4ns, vriretapsi 
and openings of mail by • the bureau ini 
its search for fugitive members .ot th 
Weather Undergound. 	• 

The measure proposed by Mr. Bell, 
an amendment to the Vitt Claims A 
would pay only the. costs of-damages 
awarded plaintiffein civil suits but would 
not pay any legal fees incurred- by Gov 
!rriment employees as a result of criminal 
investigations or Federal indictments. 

Recently an attorney for many of th 
F.B.I agents involved in the report  
break-ins and wiretaps against Weathe 
tin dergound fugitives said they-. plann 
to sue the Government for reimbursement 
of legal fees they had incurred. • - • 

However, the attorney, Jack Solerwita 
of Mineola;  • L_L.. said today that it be 

•••  

beeedetided,  postpone'liiiny 
suit until it was determinecr.thatV 
there wits possibility of legislatibi'ith  
could reimburse agenst-as,well fora 
involving criminal investigations: )1.1:•1!' 
•-• ."We,stilf 'think the Government shim].  
pay: these-coats" he'saicL."Butewere 
going to hold off for a month or ,two 
to see- if there's a chance we can - get 
the Congress to do iL" 


