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Genaﬂl‘ Griffin, B& Balk?mdﬂi w;
the: JuticesT SO0
posethat:t ederal | Governmgn -
stituted] aiﬁthe sole. dm'enda.m;ttna civil
suits:a; i Federal’emplo for=ac-,
L-ons #in the: course of their: duties.

P Mr _Bellffnld a‘group of”’ Wut‘VIrgnb
i;wm-s and businessmen here toda

'oemg filed” a;

leurg!uee:geudes BN~ s 1'..; :
. The - Attorney Genarlfs‘f'who; said
Préviously that the Govarnment: should
pay any damages awarded. in such- mat
ters; said that suits of this kind could
make Federal relmtg

form “ﬂimaﬂsﬁe.‘bmum feag|

they might be:sued:fortdamag ias-
a result lose: their .lifwavings;éuhomu.:‘
\tl']:'. %eu ‘a}_dd:usmgw a jomﬁmetm
of the West Virginia-Bar./Association an
the West. Chamberof:€ommerce;:
said: “T stress that these proposed‘amend-
ments-would: still; allow=the-Goveinment |
td -Hold' employeestaccouritablel for’ﬂ:eil;
deeds: and:stﬂl,luva ‘them: .mh ;o»dis'-;
wen 5 i proseeuo

g’
dnmu;as,im.cnmpennﬁan*!

tmns of civil rightsx oy

.At least two such®sui
Boen filed. in: New" York® cuy.’;'a
agents of the Federa] Bureau of, Investiga
tion and officials who were said to‘havi
hiad a hand in illegal break-ins, wirstaps
and openings of mail by-the bureau-in
its search for fugitive members .of t
Weather Undergound. i o

“The measurs proposed by Mr, Bell
an amendment to- the Tort Claims A
would pay only+the costs-of-damages|
awarded plaintiffsin civil suits but woul
not pay any legal fees incurred- by Gov-
emment employees as a result of criminal
investigations or Federal indictments, =

Recently an attorney for many of
F.B.I agents involved in ‘the -repo
break-ins and wiretaps against' Weathe
Undergound fugitives said theyplanned|
to sue the Government for mmbursement
of legal fees they had incurred. i

However, the attorney, Jack 801¢rvn|z
of Mineola;: LI, said today that 1t h

'EM{PLOXEE';

‘could reimburse agenst:as<=well {

' pay - thesecosts,” " he-rsaid.-“But s we're’

—

there w‘u‘r"t possibility:of legiﬁlat’ﬂm
involving criminal investigations: i
« “Wesstili‘think the ‘Government. shoul

soymg to hold off for a ‘month-or two;
see- if there's a chance we can- gar

thaCongrm to do 1t."
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