Rt. 12, Frederick, kd. 21794
6/13/76

D, Fat Averill

American Studies Department
VWoods Hall i
Univ, Md,

Collage Park, Md. 20742

Dear Dr. averill,

Py apologien for not including s grede for Floyd YUmore's woric. ¢

1've ticught of this frou several perspectives, wore bezsuse we have
become friends and I do not went this to influence my judgement.

If is possible to compare his perforamce with thai of others. These others
range from a few other students and Vongressional interns to lawyers and lembers
of the Housc of Representatives. In all but one area Floyd's work wes always
superior, prartheularly in judgement. He grasped m&y‘f%'w diligently ond
always cifectively and was at his best in informing and directing others.

He really did nn enormous amount of vork, all of it the best. The
political wisdow he developed was surprising end gratifying. here I con
evalugte him by ecorparing his judgement with thet of not only his peers
but with that of two “emberc of Uongress in particular. Lis was superior.
1t reelly was. They were the sponsors of two resolutions that failed, at
least in large part because of their Jjudgemental errors. His work with them
Was trying for hdim but he did the best anyone could do.

His work covered a large territory. It was s0 zood in all of them I
believe he has earned an A, I have no doubt that if you were o &sk rofessor
David ¥rone of the University of Wisconsin at Stevens Peini he would add a
rave to this evalustion because of the good Floyd was able to do with Professor
Wrone's students, Professor Yrons phoned me o tell me this and to thank me
for putting his students in touch with Floyde If you want more details 1'11 be
happy to take the tine to supply them,

There is one area in which T think Floyd can use faculty help if it 1s
available. He tends to formulate his ideas with too wuch elaboraiensss. iy sug-
gestion is that he can use guidance toward simpler expression. He has secepted
suggestions along this line and did, I think very well, in his Bill of Particulars.
However, he hai to go through several drafts to acconmplish this,
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This can be gquite inmportant to him, I believe. I also believe he is capable
of much socially~useful work vhen his education is completed. It will be much
strengthened if his written communication can be made as effective es his verbal
comnunication,

To wy observation he has truly superior talents in organizastion and in
public relations, too. In elevan years of experience with students from coast to
coast there is none his equal in organizetion snd one one his equal in public
relations, a student whose specialty that was in journalism st UCLA,

It is my belief thet this experience is an important part of Flogd'a
education, one that will be of real value in alzost anything he does after college.
1 add this intending praise for the American Studies Department, I can compere the
educational value to students of Floyd's woric with th.a.t of students working on
interships at a loeal college. The loeal students have had neither the possibility
of as much learned nor anything like the bredth and depth of practical experience,

On balance and especizslly considering the difficuliies with his performances
Floyd deserves the highest possible mark.

Sincerely,

Harold Weisberg
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