POLICL - Crime Identification
Deposition of - Robert Lee Studebsker, April &, 1964, 7 H 137-49

For reasons known only to the Comission, Studebsker's deposition, taken
et 3:45 p.n., aopecrs before that of Dhority, teken st 2:45 p.m. of the seme day.

Studebsker's statenent is herd to follow, eassy to misunderstend, snd prob-
ably not possible to umiersteand it with certasinty. It seems as thourh he zave
speciel meaning to words, specisl interprectetions te {acts, and used "thises" and
"thets” with reference to exhibits in a fsshion that makes it risky to try and
decide which exhiblits he wss referring to.

lispecially with respect to whether or not the boxes were moved or had ever
been moved, 1s his testimony contrsdictory st best.

He has haed no technicel trsining for +he crime 1lab work he is doing. He
deseribes 1t as " just on-the-job treining - you go ocut with old officers and learn
how to dust for prints and toke nictures and fingerprints." (p.137)

He contredicts himself and Lt. Nay on when they arrived at the Depository
Eldz. 2nd when they hegen their work end when they le:rmed of the locstion of the
empty rifle cartr_icige shells. Un p.138, he pleces the time they srrived at the
Danesitory “ld-. ot sbout 1l:15 (which is just a few minuses after Lioomey reportedly
found the shells, l:12 as I recell it), snd on p.1l39 he ;ave this version of :he
secuence of events when puestioned by Asst. Coun:el Sall:

i
"ir, 3all. Then, were you directed tc some uluce on the sixth floor, as
soon as..vou srrived there?
Mr. Studebsker. No; they hedn't found acythinc when we gotb there.
Mr., @all., After you were there a little while, did somebody find sonething?
ir. Studebaker., They found the empty hulls in the svutheast corncr of the
Milding - they found thrse ewpty hulls and e went over there and toock photo-

zrzvhs of that." (p.139)

He deseribed his csmers ss a "Graflex, s 4 by 5 3peed raflex". Lisked iT
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he "hsd some sxnerience in ope rsting 8 camerad", he first repli ¢, "Yesz," which
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2 = Studebsker
woild be presumebly trie the moment he shot the first picture vwith it, then states
his experience with this particulsrlcesmers wss "ebout two months” which, it later
turns out, is an B-day exeperation., He ruslifiess as no more exrert vhen zsked
by %&ll, "But you have had photogrsphy in your erime lab worki" Studebaksrs says,
"fes", snd Fell asks, "For how lomg:™ Th this, Studedsker ren'isd, "Vias about
two months." This also turns out to te 8 days more experience than he has had.
(p.E38) He said that he snd Day each took two photogsraphs. "7e took double shots
on each one." Tie testified ebout = picture vefors it hsd been introduced. It is
then identified ss his Pxhibit 4, and he says of it "This one wus rizht before ! ¥l
anythins was moved." This 1is in ;; H 643,

He subsesouently merked this photozraph to show sn indentation on the box, |
It is a rather poorly exposed photograph. It is impossitle to determine whather
the boxes &re, in fsct, in e position thet would ssem %o represent one in which
they had been undisturbed; tut in eny svent, if the mark on the box is s he iden-
tified it, this box is sbout 90 degrees off of the position in which it wus at the
time of the shots. Lxzsminstion of the sl:nt of this mark shows that it runs at
right mzles to the srproximete)direction of the ffle, the dirsetinn which pre-
sumsbly the lonzer indentztion would have been mede. It 1s not po:ssibvle that a8
ri fle mede e merk &s wide s the one he hes indicsted :.an this exhibit. Sut Stude-
baker, zs we will see, hes his own comept cf what cormstitutes moving the boxes,
in eny svent.

He slso refers to the large number of conies they made of the various negs-
tives. uUn this page he says of this exhibi+t, "You probably -ot one or two recopless.
We printed & bunch of them." A wes taken looiing fron smst to west. B, which 1s

next referred to, was taken in the opposite directica. (p.132) They at this

point switeh to she taving of nietur:s of the rifle. ‘hether ty accident or de-

sien, it certsinly Increased fhe slready significant confusion.
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3 - Studebsker

This exchanze follows tie guestiony "Did you take a pleturz of thetu®,
referrinz to the rifle:

"r. Studebsker. Yes, sir; on these, Liettensnt Day also took vlctures of
those, end he slso took pictures of this gun. e took two shots apiece.

Mp. Bell., Let's see the shots you took of the -lace where the zun wos lo=-
ceted?

Mr. Studebeker. I know it's mine b8cause my knees are in the picturs.

lir. Ball., Do you remenber ths rsme of the dewty sheriff thst found the
guny

Mr. Studebsker. 1Ilo, I don't." (p.l40)
This wes with reference to his Bxhiblt C. (21 H 645)

Referring to this exhibit is the followinz additic nal exchange:

wipr, Pall. Toot is a picture tsken by ym of the loecstion of the zun - that

was before snyone moved 1t%

Mr. Studebsker. Tes.

Mr. Rall. Do you have snother shot of that other rtleture?

Mr. Studebsker. No, we took two from the seme location wWhen we was up on
top of the stack of bvoxes shoocting down a2t it, befors they plcked it up. Actually, ’
there wsaa four nege‘ives of them of the mn, but they ere all in the ssme locae-
tion, chootinr straight dow: end they were tsken on di fferent exposures.” (9.140)

The picturs with his "knees", as he refers to it, doez not appear es a
Studebaker exhibit, but it may well be the picture in the Weitzmsn exhibits thet
I thoucht mizht heve an cbjeet like a meilbag in it.

“/nen ssked, "Did you tske a pilecture of the window in the southeast corneri"
he replies thst he did, that there was a box or boxes on thz windowsill, thet his
picture shows this, snd when gsked "Vas that before sny of them wers movedi?" he
replied, "Thst pieture right there is the one thet shoss them, snd the other ric-

tures show them before they were moved.” The "before they were moved" further
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4 - Studsusler
questioning reveals refers to A and B,

Ball confusss it further by referring to boxes in the plursl in the window,
and Studebaker says th=t sxhibit A4 is such en exhibit. Of this he says sidition-
21ly, "This is bv-fore it wus ever movad, and right down below hers, you can see
8 steple @ enother box or another negetive, this isn't too gzood e mecative here.
If I hed known what yomu we=nred, I would heve brou ht you a better print - picked
out a better print.”

This exchange then £o1low s

"lir. Ball. Now,you say on uxhibit A it shows a box in the window?

Mr. Studebsksr. These btoxes (indicating), ycs, sir.

Mr. Bell. Is that tke way they were piled Upf

Mr., Studebaker. Yes, Just exactly like that.

ir., Rell. And you ssy there is en indent=tion on that box<t

Mr. Studebsker. High% here.

lir, Pall. Thsat shows in the picture.

Lr. Studebsker, TYes.

Mr., Tall. 7Till you take this men end sort of surround that anmd meke it
look a 1little heaviers:

iir. Studebaker. (Msrked exhilit ss recuested b-y Coun.el sall.) (p.140)

There is further cwestiornin 2 in which =all refers to what would te shown
on other nsgetives snd in which there are other references which cennot be com-
pletely and sccurately understood. Theu 3sll asks, "Do you have any pictures of
the boxes before they were moved other then those ym heve ghowsd me%" To this,
Studebeksr replied, "Just these <wo."

"lir. "all. JTust the two that show the cartons, and those tre Xxhiuits A and

Mr. Studebsker. ¥e heve probsbly =ot one down there I csen get you that is

a lot better print thsn that. If you want 2 better print, I can get it for you.
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5 - Studebsker \

Mr, Psll. Then,ycu don't heve eny pictures tsken of the boxes before they |
we:re movedy

Mr. Studsbaker. No." (p.l4l)

Notice what he hes said - th=t he does not have any pictures * cken before
the boxes wers moved. I telieve this to te the truth, tut I cannot prove it.

Studebeier Lxhibit D, 21 H 646, i1s then identifiecd. It s-ems to. be 8 re-
construction ef discussed in Usy's testimony that is comrlstely impossible and
totally inascocurste. He condedes this picture was tslen sfter the boxes were dusted
and moved. He slso concedes they "were not in that position then when you first
gaw them':" However, he is not ssked why they we-e nut back in 8 positicn thas was
obviously felse snd deceptive snd then photographed. Yet Uall asks him to zive
identi ficetions of loecsticns besed upon this picture, such as, with respect to the
boxes, "whers they were with reference to the left window sill, wers there boxas
over close to the left windor s11l or in the center, or close to the right of the
window sillt" (p.l4l)

It take s Studebaker a full page before hs finally answers this ruestion.
In between he sgein says, in discussinz ome of -he exhibits, fI think but I em not
certain, Txhibit =, that the picture was tzken before the box wes moved.

"hen com & this sxchenge: .

"ir, Bell., Now, in Zxhébit 4 - cen you 'ell me lookins =% Zxhibit . whether
or not theze boxes were over near the left-hand corner of the sill, to the left
of the si1l, looking ous of the window, at the center, or over at the right.

Hr. Stuiebaker. They were in the left-hand corn r of the window looking
toxsrds Hlm Str-et.

Lr. "8ll. Tow clos= ta the edge of th: silli

r. -tudebslker. _iisht at the edge.
Lr, all. Rizht at the edger

lir. 3tudebaker. Yes, sir.
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8 - Stucebak=r

IIre =gll, How, you show sn imizntrtion or 8 murk on the top of thz hox

Shown in "xhi*d ¢ -, 43 thrt g Listle Rollic: Peziar Loz
lr. Studeb="sr, Yes, sir.' (v.152)

He gets into & discussion of the home-msde Leg on p.143 end says anproxi-
metely the seme thing ss Lt. “8y. Epll belps him out oy testifying lor nim, such
es by saying, "And it was folded, you sey?" Studebaker, says, "Yes." But the
fect is he damim bedn't seid enything about it “einz folded. (p.143)

Then this exchsnce comes:

"Lir. Zall., Jes it folded over:

lir, Studebaker. It was doubled - it was 8 piece of paper cbout this long
and it was doubled over.

ir. Zell. How lon: wes it, snproxim tely: I

Hr. Studebaker, T don't know - I picked it up 2nd dusted it and they took
it down there and seat it to =shington and thet's the last I have szen of it, and
I don't know.

Mr. Ball. Did you take a picture of it before you picked it up.

—— e
T —

Ur. Studebaker. Noj Xxnuomemm thmsmon: im nemyimo i il s mintormsa

Mr. Sell. Doss thst sack show in sny of the pietures you took?

Mr., Studebaker. No; it doesn't show in any of :;he pictures." (p.lcd)

Tote th=t Studebsker sdmits what I h=d suspected, that no one took a pic-
ture of the bag before it wos moved. MNote slso thst he is not ssked why. (p.ld4) ,

Asked to i entify s box from which he 1ifted s print and which s=ems to be
the box sbout which Dsy hsd testified, he zives it space from the south wall 16-1/2
inches. Day hed given it first st 18 and then st 19-1/2 inches.

Now recallinz whet he had sald about the movin: of boxes, that sone pic-
tures were taken befare boxes were moved, thst no pictures were tsken bafore boxses
were moved, note this exchenze:

"lir. Ball. Did you teke a picture of that baxr in place before it was moved?
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7 - Studebaker

Mr, Studebsker., Yes.

Mrp, Ball. The hox from which you lifted the prints?

Mr, Studebsker. This box mever wes moved. ;
Mr., 2all, Thet box never wes moved?

My, Studebaker. Thst box never was moved. ‘
Mir. Ball. 4nd you took s picture of it? '*.
Mr. Studebaker., Yes, sir." (p.145) ‘i
He then refers to the distence of this box from the well ss 15 inches.

He identifies the picture of s cart with & Ur. Pevper bot tle and a papesr sack
thet he took. (p.148)

BER now a little bit of Iir. Studebsker is rubbing off on Mr. Bsll who,
heving asked Studebasker if he saW a chicken bope "over neer the boxes in the
southeast corner ..." Studebsker seid e didn't believe so. =all then said,
"@ns witness, 8 deputy sheriff nemed Luke Looney (sic) ..."

When Ball refers to some pictures in the following fashion, "Now, this is
such @ good set of pictures,fcan we have themi" Studebsker says, "You will have
to s=e Chief Curry. Ee -ave orders th2t no pictures were 40 be releassd without
his permission.” Is any ‘somment necessary? Shortly thereafter, Studebske r re-
fers to the number of picturzs they have printed frm.their nezétives, ssying,
mYe have printed sbout 10,000 of them - 1t seems like that ..." Ball then refers
to & picture of the boxes, saying "this is after they were moved:" Studebaker

gays, "Yes, sir; they were moved there. This is exsctly the posi tion they were

in." Ball asks, "It is?" and Studebakers' response is, "Yas - not - this was
after they were moved, but I put them back in the ssme exact position.”™ We have
alresdy seen how exsctly Studebsksr returned his boxes. Ball, with reference to
Studebsker Lxhibit T, (21 H 649) asks,

"r. Ball, After the boxes of Rolling Deaders had been moved, you put them

beek in the seme positicny




8 - Studebaker

Mr. Studeveker. Yes.

4r, Ball. And tcok a picture?

Mr. Studebaker. Yes, sir." (p.147)

Ister Ba'l ssks Studebsker if he dusted the rifle snd Studebaker's reply
was, "No, sir; Lieutenant Dey hsndled the rirle part of it. I didn't mess with
the rifle at all., He tcok it dowmn to the e¢ity hall and they worked on it down
there 8% the lab.," (p.148)

The box on the window sill, Studebaker says wss 3 or 4 inches lower then
the box next to it.

The Following excerpt should be commered with Lt. Dey's testimony, which
is contrary:

"Mr. Stern. TFerhaps this is not the wi tness to estsblish it, tut I think it
mizht “e useful to %now if he hss sny opinion ss to why the boxes ware plsced that
way %

Mr. Studebaker. A #ood gun rest.

Mr. Stren., In that srrengements

lir. Studebaker. Yes, it was 8 zood sun rest,

Mr. Stern. With the bax in front lower than the box behind?

ir. Studebuker. In other words, it's lilke this- - you see = it would be
down on & level lile this - it shows where the butt of the gun wss up behind him
here. He was down like this - nobody could see him from the street. He was be-
hind this window. He didn't shoot this way because ev:orybedy would be looking
right a8t him." (p.149)

Rememb-r Brennen's testimonyy
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