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Cuban Force
I'rained Here
For [nvasion

By BILL STUCKEY
Were Cubans trained in New Orleans for the
disastrous Bay of Pigs invasion last April 177
Asking that question early last year, repart-
&rs could have used an electronic computer to
keep up with the number of denials, Even today,
" on the eve of the first anniversary, the govern-
ment has yet to issue officia) confirmation of New
- Orleans’ role in the invasion,

As a matter of fact, dnly the Castro government ever
formally ramed Mew Orleans as a Bay of Pigs training
ground, And as a matter of fact, Castro was right,

A complete’ account of the fate of the locally-trained
Cubny contingent was obtained by The Statesltem from re-
lzble U.S. sources and is made public for the frst time
teday. Further detalls were' added by Diaz, who was
‘the acknowledped leader of the Naw Orleans Cuban invesion
force, . :

Diaz, who now lives In Miaml, s a former Cuban coffes
exporter who joined Castro's rebel army as a major, He lsft

Castro thres months before Fidal seized power due to grow-
p ; ™ fg C?énmun!s! influcnce In the robel army,
@ sald,

The loeally-trained Cubans led by Diaz
never Janded, They were intended o serve
&s back-up troaps, entering the battle only
efter the initlal waves had estzblished a
beachhead 2t the Bay of Pigs.

] : * * - %

PoABra® G i, A CHRONOLOGICAL accoant follows:
BILL ETUCKEY ~Some 163 Cubens, .mostly- from the |
Miami eree, were brought here about Feb, 10, 1961, for pre-

invasion training. They were taken to the old Navy ammy. |

nition dump, in Algiers near the Plaquemines parish line,
whers they were trained in strictest Eecrecy.

U.S. sourees estimated the number of troops trained hers
£t a higher figure. However, they ecknowladged that a num-
ber of the trainces wers “flunked out”’ because they were
temperamentally unsuitéd for combat, Where they were
taken in still & mystery, ' ;

Armed guards kept all visiters, including U.S. military |

* mmen not involved with the training, out of the vast emmuni-

ton dump EﬂE.‘_ .
Note of the recruits and few of the training officers,

“maltmreﬂmleaveﬂlemaﬂurmmamm”peﬂoﬁ. &

Letters written by the recruils were flown to Tlorida-
and mzailed with A Miami postmark, ‘

Even leaders of local Cuban refugée organizations did *
not learn of the New Orleans training base until long atter -
the Invasion, i ¥ .

Although Contral Intelligence Agency personnel indtiany |
organized the trzining operation here, detalls of the progrem |
wers earried out by U.S. Army officers and enlisted men.
ARl TS, personnel were known to the Cubgns only by code
names. -

Conducted in Spanish, the training ‘consisted of Cuban
‘Army tactics, weapons instruction, beach landing techniques |
and other standard military subjects, Cuban squad taecties |
| Were taught since a. majority of the recruits had seen SErve
ice either in the Castro or the Batista ermy.

* * ) )

TRADVING LASTED from 7a. m, o 5 P- m, each day,
At night, there were movies, organized athletics and training
ilma fop amusement,

The reeriils recelved no money persenully, but sllof-
menis were sent to heir fnmilies, : H

Diaz sald the mujority of the Cubans had been Castro
supporters befora they became disillusioned and fled Cuba,
There were no active Batlsta supporters in the unit, he said,

Marale of the local invasion force was very high, Diaz
1 82id the troops were provided with many camforts and were
satizfied with the quality of the training,
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| ¢ elther in the Castrg. o Batista army, 1

said the troops were provided with many comforts and were J|
satizfied withy the qualily of the tralning, .
| On April 11, the Cubans were talen o Alyin Callender
W D at Balle d flawn 10 an unknown
' ocal refugees v Lake Charles), Later they boarded
'8 boat for the U.S.owned Swan Island, about 100 mileg
north of the coest of Henduras,
There they wajted, until ‘they saw that the Bay or Pigs
L assault wag going badly, The decislen wes made not to com.
mit them to battle, ]

Instead, Dinz ang hie men were given orders to land ar

ey

. S;xbsequenl‘-ly. they returned to Miami—with no losges.

t EHORTLY BEFORE the April 17 Invasion, some of the
JPfficers involved in the New Orleans tralning progrum of the
Cubans were geny tn Homestead Air Foree base south of
| Miami 15 keep tabs on the prozress of the anti-Casérg forg
| At Homestead were 10 to 12 delta-winged Fape fighters
(cimilay to the ones now used by reserve units at Callender
Field). Tha F102's, armeq with deadly “'Sidewindes air-to.
1 &l missiles, were Poised with engines running, to/
sePport to the Bay of Pigs troops,|
| US. sources said the 1005 woug have “inhateqr g| i1
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' 2030 Soviet MIGI5 fets which the Castro air fores wogl

€auipped with at tha fime. 4 certain number of the MG |
yrould not fly oneway, since they had besn damaged by Inept
22tro pilots during training, i
Themtnfthennwisweﬂhwwn. The U.8, alr
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| ANOTHER ONE o the mysteries of the {Ilfateq Anvasion

ON0eTRed 11 seripugyay Invadars "z 4 r0e COrPEes—pinia i
Up in the Gulf ang brought here last May 4. g
. After they wepe Placed in the U.S. Publje Health Service

hospital here, & Vel of secragy deseendeq and'ng one hegpa
of them ggain.

Now, looal refugees 53y that the oorpees were burjed |4
elr mediea) treatment
d 50 ends

here, The 13 SUrvivors, afrer 4,
ended. were gans back to-Mizmy.
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