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b
u

t, o
f co

u
rse, n

o
w

, I th
in

k it's p
retty w

ell verified
 th

at Jo
h

n
 

K
ennedy w

as m
arried and divorced before he m

arried Jackie." 
"B

u
t so

m
eth

in
g

 like K
en

n
ed

y an
d

 C
arter b

ein
g

 related
, yo

u
're really 

not sure if that's true or not?" I pressed. 
S

toner conceded, "I think D
octor Fields checked up on that som

e—
I 

d
o

n
't kn

o
w

 h
o

w
 m

u
ch

." an
d

 th
en

 q
u

ickly ch
an

g
ed

 th
e su

b
ject to

 th
e 

clippings on "nigger" crim
e. 

"N
iggers don't belong in the U

nited S
tates in the first place," he said 

flatly. "They're trying to destroy the w
hite race. The m

ore I fight 'em
, the 

b
etter it is fo

r th
e w

h
ite race." v 

"H
o

w
 are yo

u
 fig

h
tin

g
 th

em
?

" 
"In

 p
o

litics, w
ith

 p
ro

p
ag

an
d

a ..." 
"Y

ou m
ean by running for office?" 

H
e n

o
d

d
ed

. "A
n

d
 b

y stirrin
g

 u
p

 w
h

ite p
eo

p
le to

 stan
d

 u
p

 fo
r th

eir 
rights." 

S
toner had offered him

self for political office a half-dozen tim
es, first 

running in Tennessee's Third C
ongressional D

istrict in 1948 and then as 
N

S
R

P
's vice-presidential candidate in 1964. B

ut it w
as in his hom

e state 
that he had cam

paigned w
ith vigor and, to the em

barrassm
ent of m

any 
G

eorgians. increased his votes w
ith each bid: polling seventeen thousand 

vo
tes in

 1970 fo
r g

o
vern

o
r; fo

rty th
o

u
san

d
 in

 1972 fo
r th

e U
.S

. S
en

ate, 
and seventy-one thousand in 1974 for lieutenant governor. 

E
ach cam

paign had been used as a platform
 for his hatred of blacks 

an
d

 Jew
s, an

d
 each

 h
ad

 b
een

 m
arked

 b
y co

n
tro

versy. D
u

rin
g

 th
e 

governor's race, his cam
paign m

anager—
Jerry R

ay, brother of convicted 
assassin Jam

es E
arl R

ay. w
hom

 S
toner briefly represented—

w
as charged 

w
ith

 sh
o

o
tin

g
 sixteen

-year-o
ld

 cam
p

aig
n

 w
o

rker D
o

n
 B

lack in
 th

e 
behind. A

t the tim
e, B

lack—
now

 D
avid D

uke's second in com
m

and—
w

as 
sh

arin
g

 livin
g

 q
u

arters w
ith

 S
to

n
er an

d
 Jerry R

ay, w
h

o
, fo

u
r m

o
n

th
s 

later, w
as arrested for a bank robbery in S

t. Louis. 
In S

toner's bids for senator and lieutenant governor, his television and 
radio spots and his posters on city buses stirred up a furor that put the 
Federal C

om
m

unications C
om

m
ission and the courts in a quandary over 

w
here freedom

 of speech should end and censorship begin. S
toner, in the 

m
ed

ia sp
o

ts, p
ro

claim
ed

: "T
h

e m
ain

 reaso
n

 w
h

y th
e n

ig
g

ers w
an

t 
integration is because the niggers w

ant our w
hite w

om
en. Y

ou cannot 
have law

 and order and niggers, too. V
ote w

hite." 
A

tlanta M
ayor S

am
 M

assed issued an executive order asking that the 
com

m
ercials be banned, the local branches of the N

A
A

C
P

 and the A
D

L 
petitioned the FC

C
 to m

odify its regulations so that S
toner's w

ords could 
be stricken, and a prom

inent pediatrician publicly diagnosed the spots as 
"having an adverse effect on child developm

ent." The stations—
w

hich 
ran disclaim

ers before and after the spots—
also turned to the FC

C
 for 

relief, but in the end the com
m

isision ruled in S
toner's favor. 

T
h

e
 B

irm
in

g
h

a
m
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o

m
b
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g
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F
o

u
r years later, S

to
n

er w
o

n
 an

o
th

er leg
al b

attle allo
w

in
g

 h
im

 to
 

advertise on city buses in M
acon, A

ugusta, and C
olum

bus. O
n w

inning 
that point, he gloated, "I'd say this proves one thing—

G
od loves m

e." 
D

uring m
ost of his.cam

paigns, S
toner spoke at K

lan rallies, relying on 
the H

ooded E
m

pire's votes and its financial support. In 1970, announc-
ing that he w

as prepared to spend fifty to one hundred thousand dollars . 
to capture the governor's office, he boasted, "N

ot a dim
e of that m

oney 
w

ill com
e out of m

y ow
n pocket." M

ost of it, he said, w
ould com

e from
 

subscribeis to the N
S

R
P

's m
onthly The Thunderbolt. 

B
illing him

self as "The W
hite P

eople's C
andidate," S

toner's platform
 

varied little from
 cam

paign to cam
paign. In the senatorial race, he ran 

o
n

 a tw
en

ty-five-p
o

in
t p

latfo
rm

 th
at in

clu
d

ed
 leg

islatio
n

 "to
 p

ay an
d

 ., 
finance blacks to settle in A

frica or elsew
here outside the U

nited S
tates"; 

"red
u

ctio
n

 in
 fu

n
d

s fo
r W

E
L

F
A

R
E

 so
 o

n
ly th

e n
eed

y an
d

 eld
erly w

ill 
benefit and not the lazy drunken B

lacks," and the repeal of civil rights 
law

s, w
h

ich
 "g

ive sp
ecial p

rivileg
es to

 b
lacks an

d
 take rig

h
ts, jo

b
s, 

h
o

m
es, an

d
 freed

o
m

 fro
m

 w
h

ite p
eo

p
le an

d
 g

ive th
em

 to
 th

e b
lack 

savages." A
s a candidate for lieutenant governor, he announced he w

as 
fo

r "the death penalty for rapists so as to protect w
hite w

om
anhood from

 
th

e arm
y o

f b
lack rap

ists" an
d

 "an
 en

d
 to

 b
u

sin
g

 an
d

 race-m
ixin

g
 

insanity in the schools" and w
as opposed to all anti-gun law

s, ratification 
o

f th
e E

q
u

al R
ig

h
ts A

m
en

d
m

en
t an

d
 "w

o
m

en
's lib

," an
d

 to
 M

artin
 

Luther K
ing, Jr.'s picture hanging in the state capitol. 

C
o

n
tin

u
in

g
 o

u
r in

terview
, S

to
n

er g
rin

n
ed

 o
ver th

e victo
ries h

e h
ad

 
w

on in spite of never having been elected. "I'm
 som

ew
hat candid in m

y 
advertising," he adm

itted. 
"If yo

u
 w

ere elected
," I ven

tu
red

, "w
h

at kin
d

 o
f g

o
vern

o
r w

o
u

ld
 yo

u
 

be?" 
"I'd

 m
ake th

in
g

s so
 h

o
t fo

r th
e n

ig
g

ers in
 G

eo
rg

ia th
at m

o
st o

f 'em
 

w
ould go ahead and m

ove out." 
S

toner attributed his escalating votes to a grow
ing aw

areness am
ong 

w
hite people that "they need to do som

ething to stop the niggers." 
"W

hat do you suggest?" I asked. 
"I th

in
k w

e n
eed

 to
 m

o
ve 'em

 o
u

t o
f th

e co
u

n
try, so

m
e p

lace like 
C

en
tral A

frica." 
"A

nd w
hat do you think should be done about the Jew

s?" 
"I've alw

ays ad
vo

cated
 sen

d
in

g
 'em

 to
 M

ad
ag

ascar. O
f co

u
rse, if 

th
ey'd

 rath
er b

e resettled
 at th

e S
o

u
th

 P
o

le, w
h

y I th
in

k th
e n

atio
n

s o
f 

the w
orld could get together and settle it." 

"Y
ou said that you differ from

 the K
lan in that it is too m

oderate, and 
then you say you don't believe in violence," I started. 

"M
o

st o
f 'em

 in
 th

e K
lan

 d
o

n
't b

elieve in
 vio

len
ce," h

e in
terru

p
ted

, 
continuing, "I take an open anti-nigger stand that I advocate the repeal 

..-u
 	

I ill_
 ts

L
A

N
 



fib
 H

R
._

 K
L

A
N

 

o
f all civil rig

h
ts law

s an
d

 th
at p

eo
p

le fire n
ig

g
ers in

stead
 o

f h
irin

g
 th

em
. 

S
o

m
e K

lan
 m

em
b

ers are stro
n

g
 racists like m

e an
d

 w
o

u
ld

n
't h

ire n
ig

g
ers 

to
 w

o
rk

 fo
r 'e

m
, b

u
t I k

n
o

w
 o

th
e

r k
la

n
s

m
e

n
 w

h
o

 h
a

v
e

 n
ig

g
e

r c
o

o
k

s
, 

n
ig

g
er m

aid
s an

d
 all." 

"Y
o

u
 w

o
u

ld
n

't h
ire o

n
e to

 d
o

 h
o

u
sew

o
rk o

r an
yth

in
g

?
" 

"I w
o

u
ld

n
't h

ire a Jew
 o

r a n
ig

g
er, eith

er o
n

e,"-h
e re-em

p
h

asized
. "O

r 
I w

o
u

ld
n

't h
ire an

y o
f th

ese V
ietn

am
ese refu

g
ees o

r an
yth

in
g

 b
ecau

se 
th

ey h
ave b

een
 b

ro
u

g
h

t o
ver h

ere to
 m

o
n

g
o

lize th
e w

h
ite race. M

o
st o

f 
'e

m
 d

id
n

't w
a

n
t to

 c
o

m
e

 o
v

e
r h

e
re

 in
 th

e
 firs

t p
la

c
e

. T
h

e
y

 o
u

g
h

ta
 b

e
 

resettled
 so

m
ew

h
ere b

ack in
 A

sia." 
A

n
d

 th
e C

h
in

ese?
 T

h
e Jap

an
ese?

 T
h

e M
exican

s?
 

"T
h

ey sh
o

u
ld

 all b
e in

 th
eir o

w
n

 co
u

n
try, o

r at least n
o

t h
ere." 

"H
o

w
 o

ld
 w

ere yo
u

 w
h

en
 yo

u
 first started

 feelin
g

 th
is w

ay ..?
 " 

H
e

 c
le

a
re

d
 h

is
 th

ro
a

t. "W
h

e
n

 I g
re

w
 u

p
. I n

e
v

e
r d

id
 k

n
o

w
 o

f a
n

y
 

n
ig

g
er lo

vers b
ecau

se if th
ere ►w

ere an
y n

ig
g

er lo
vers th

ey d
id

n
't say 

a
n

y
th

in
g

. It w
a
s
n

't p
o

p
u

la
r. E

v
e
r'b

o
d

y
 I k

n
e
w

 b
a
c
k
 a

t th
a
t tim

e
—

relatives, w
h

ere I w
en

t to
 sch

o
o

l, ch
u

rch
, ever'w

h
ere—

everb
o

d
y w

as 
o

p
p

o
sed

 to
 asso

ciatin
g

 w
ith

 •n
ig

g
ers. A

 lo
t o

f 'em
 b

elieved
 in

 h
avin

g
 

n
ig

g
ers fo

r servan
ts. S

o
m

e still d
o

, even
 th

o
u

g
h

 n
ig

g
ers aren

't w
illin

g
 to

 
b

e servan
ts an

y m
o

re." H
e ch

u
ckled

. "M
y m

o
th

er u
se to

 h
ave a n

ig
g

er 
m

aid
." 

"W
h

at d
id

 yo
u

 th
in

k ab
o

u
t h

er?
" 

"I a
lw

a
y

s
 th

o
u

g
h

t w
e

'd
 b

e
 b

e
tte

r o
il' w

ith
o

u
t h

a
v

in
g

 h
e

r a
ro

u
n

d
. I 

d
id

n
't like to

 sm
ell h

er." H
e m

ad
e a face. "W

h
en

 I w
as g

ro
w

in
g

 u
p

, 
u

sed
 to

 talk to
 th

e n
ig

g
ers q

u
ite a b

it—
o

r listen
 to

 'em
, m

o
re so

, b
ecau

se 
th

ey d
id

 m
o

st o
f th

e talkin
g

. A
n

d
 I fo

u
n

d
 o

u
t w

ay b
ack th

en
 th

at th
e 

nigger w
as dissatisfied w

ith his position. I never been fooled like so m
any 

S
o

u
th

ern
ers in

to
 th

in
kin

g
 th

at n
ig

g
er servan

ts lo
ved

 'em
. I kn

o
w

 b
etter." 

"S
o

 yo
u

r racial view
s h

aven
't ch

an
g

ed
 at all?

" 
H

e sh
o

o
k h

is h
ead

, an
d

 w
h

en
 I asked

 if th
ey w

ere p
o

ssib
ly stro

n
g

er, h
e 

laughed. -If th
ey g

o
t an

y stro
n

g
er, t'd

 h
ave to

 start killin
g

 n
ig

g
ers." 

W
h

e
n

 th
e
 in

te
rv

ie
w

 w
a
s
 o

v
e
r, a

n
d

 S
to

n
e
r w

a
lk

e
d

 m
e
 to

 m
y
 c

a
l, I 

asked
 if h

e d
evo

ted
 all h

is tim
e to

 h
is w

o
rk. 

"F
ig

h
tin

g
 Jew

s an
d

 n
ig

g
ers an

d
 ch

asin
g

 w
o

m
en

." h
e ch

u
ckled

, 
-.O

h
, yo

u
 ch

ase w
o

m
en

?
" 

S
to

n
er b

lu
sh

ed
. "S

ee. I'm
 tryin

g
 to

 sto
p

 th
e ag

in
g.  p

ro
cess. I d

ecid
ed

 
a
b

tlu
t tw

e
n

ty
 y

e
a
rs

 a
g

o
 to

 s
to

p
 g

e
ttin

g
 o

ld
e
r." H

e
 la

u
g

h
e
d

 in
 a

 v
a
in

 
attem

p
t at h

u
m

o
r. N

ever m
arried

, h
e said

 h
e h

ad
 "co

m
e clo

se" a few
 

tim
es b

u
t h

ad
 alw

ays d
ecid

ed
 ag

ain
st it. "I've h

an
d

led
 a few

 d
ivo

rce 
C

ases, an
d

 in
 co

u
rt I've h

eard
 p

arts o
f o

th
ers. T

h
at's w

h
y I'm

 afraid
 to

 g
et 

m
arried

." In
 th

e en
d

, h
e in

sisted
, h

e th
o

u
g

h
t everyo

n
e else sh

o
u

ld
 m

arry, 
b

u
t in

 h
is case, it w

as b
etter to

 o
n

ly h
ave g

irl frien
d

s. 
"D

o
 yo

u
 fin

d
 it h

ard
 to

 L
in

d
 w

o
m

en
 w

h
o

 ag
ree w

ith
 th

e w
ay yo

u
 feel?

"  
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"N
o

. m
a
'a

m
," h

e
 a

s
s
u

re
d

 m
e
. "I k

n
o

w
 q

u
ite

 a
 fe

w
 w

o
m

e
n

 th
a
t fe

e
l 

lik
e

 I d
o

. In
 fa

c
t, in

 p
la

c
e

s
 w

h
e

re
 th

e
re

's
 b

e
e

n
 a

 lo
t m

`f street lig
h

tin
g

 
g

o
in

g
 o

n
—

like S
t. A

u
g

u
stin

e—
w

o
m

en
, g

en
erally, w

ere b
etter fig

h
ters 

th
an

 th
e m

en
 b

ecau
se th

ey're n
o

t as m
u

ch
 targ

ets as m
en

 w
h

en
 it co

m
es 

to
 fig

h
tin

g
 n

ig
g

ers." 
"H

ave yo
u

 h
ad

 an
y g

irl frien
d

s, th
o

u
g

h
, w

h
o

 w
ere w

o
rried

 th
at yo

u
 

m
ig

h
t g

et in
 tro

u
b

le o
r h

u
rt o

r so
m

eth
in

g
?

" 
"T

h
e
re

's
 s

o
m

e
 th

a
t m

ig
h

t. In
 fa

c
t, th

a
t's

 a
 p

ro
b

le
m

 th
a
t w

h
ite

 
o

rg
an

izatio
n

s h
ave h

ad
 o

ver th
e years. M

en
's w

ives are afraid
 th

ey'll g
el 

in
 tro

u
b

le." 
"W

o
u

ld
 yo

u
 say th

at's o
n

e o
f th

e reaso
n

s yo
u

 h
aven

't g
o

tten
 m

arried
, 

also?" 
"I kn

o
w

 g
irls th

at w
o

u
ld

n
't b

e w
o

rried
 ab

o
u

t th
at at all, th

at w
o

u
ld

 g
et 

o
u

t in
 th

e street an
d

 fig
h

t an
d

 all." 
"T

o
 p

ro
tect yo

u
?

" 
"Y

es, m
a'am

. I've h
ad

 w
o

m
en

 b
o

d
yg

u
ard

s at tim
es." 

W
h

en
 I asked

 if h
e alw

ays h
ad

 b
o

d
yg

u
ard

s, h
e an

sw
ered

 n
o

. o
n

ly 
w

h
en

 th
in

g
s g

o
t stirred

 u
p

 an
d

 h
e felt h

e n
eed

ed
 th

em
. 

"Y
o

u
 n

ever kn
o

w
 w

h
at so

m
e crazy Jew

 o
r n

ig
g

er w
ill d

o
." 

"A
re yo

u
 ever afraid

?
" 

"l'm
 n

o
t afraid

 at all," h
e w

as p
o

sitive. 
"I n

ever h
eard

 o
f an

yo
n

e h
avin

g
 w

o
m

en
 b

o
d

yg
u

ard
s," I o

b
served

. 
H

e
 c

h
u

c
k

le
d

, "T
h

e
y

're
 m

u
c

h
 m

o
re

 in
te

re
s

tin
g

 th
a

n
 m

e
n

," a
n

d
 

slam
m

ed
 m

y car d
o

o
r. 

A
s I d

ro
ve o

ff, h
e o

p
en

ed
 a p

en
 an

d
 let o

u
t tw

o
 G

erm
an

 sh
ep

h
erd

 
w

atch
d

o
g

s: o
n

e th
e u

su
al b

ro
w

n
ish

-b
lack, th

e o
th

er p
u

re w
h

ite. 

A
fter th

e n
ew

s o
f S

to
n

er's in
d

ictm
en

t, I ag
ain

 th
o

u
g

h
t ab

o
u

t th
e m

an
 I 

h
a
d

 s
tu

d
ie

d
 th

a
t a

fte
rn

o
o

n
, h

o
p

in
g

 fo
r a

 g
lim

p
s
e
 in

to
 h

is
 in

n
e
r 

m
ech

an
ism

s, th
e p

sych
o

lo
g

y th
at g

ro
u

rid
 o

u
t th

e h
ate h

e n
ever sh

ro
u

d
ed

 
w

ith
 eu

p
h

em
ism

s o
r su

b
tleties. H

e w
as n

o
 in

tellectu
al. b

u
t n

eith
er w

as h
e 

ig
n

o
ran

t o
r u

n
ed

u
cated

, like so
 m

an
y K

lan
 m

em
b

ers an
d

 sym
p

ath
izers. 

A
lth

o
u

g
h

. u
n

lik
e
 th

e
m

, h
e
 d

id
n

't la
c
k
 m

a
te

ria
l p

o
s
s
e
s
s
io

n
s
, h

e
 h

a
d

 
su

ffered
 th

e early d
eath

 o
f h

is p
aren

ts, an
d

 h
e h

ad
 en

d
u

red
 th

e lifelo
n

g
 

m
isfo

rtu
n

e o
f th

e h
o

rrid
 lim

p
. H

ad
 th

ese facto
rs u

n
leash

ed
 th

e an
g

er h
e 

aim
ed

 at o
th

ers?
 W

as h
e em

o
tio

n
ally ill?

 W
as h

e g
en

u
in

ely h
atefu

l. a 
th

o
ro

u
g

h
ly evil m

an
?

 
O

n
e

 la
w

m
a

n
 h

a
d

 to
ld

 m
e

 J
. B

. S
to

n
e

r w
a

s
 th

e m
a

n
 b

e
h

in
d

 a
ll th

e
 

b
o

m
b

in
g

s. A
fter h

avin
g

 sp
en

t an
 aftern

o
o

n
 w

ith
 S

to
n

er, I fo
u

n
d

 it easy 
to

 b
elieve h

e w
as cap

ab
le o

f th
e b

lasts th
at so

 u
n

m
ercifu

lly rip
p

ed
 th

e 
S

o
u

th
 an

d
 its p

eo
p

le ap
art. n

eed
lessly takin

g
 lives an

d
 p

ro
p

erty an
d

 
creatin

g
 ill w

ill an
d

 h
u

rt. 
H

is ties to
 exp

lo
sives w

ere exten
sive. H

e h
ad

 ad
m

itted
 h

is fam
iliarity 
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The B
irm

ingham
 B

om
bings t 161: 

w
ith

 d
yn

am
ite to

. m
o

re th
an

 o
n

e n
ew

sm
an

; tw
o

 m
o

n
th

s b
efo

re th
e 

S
ixteenth S

treet C
hurch blast, he had instructed an audience at an N

S
R

P
 

rally outside B
irm

ingham
 on how

 to m
ake a bom

b by using a candle to 

regulate the tim
e of detonation, and he had legally represented, or w

as 

closely associated w
ith, scores of m

en accused of bom
bings: E

m
m

ett 

M
iller, charged w

ith an attem
pted bom

bing at P
hilander S

m
ith C

ollege 

in Little R
ock in 1961; the four klansm

en accused of a blast at the hom
e 

o
f a b

lack b
o

y w
h

o
 in

teg
rated

 an
 elem

en
tary sch

o
o

l in
 Jackso

n
ville, 

F
lo

rid
a
, in

 1
9
6
4
; R

o
b

e
rt M

ile
s
, th

e
 fo

rm
e
r U

K
A

 G
ra

n
d

 D
ra

g
o

n
 o

f, 

M
ich

ig
an

, cu
rren

tly im
p

riso
n

ed
 fo

r th
e 1971 sch

o
o

l-b
u

s b
o

m
b

in
g

s in
 

P
ontiac; B

yron de la B
eckw

ith—
tw

ice tried but never convicted for the 

slaying of civil rights leader M
edgar E

vers—
w

ho, in 1973, w
as arrested 

just outside N
ew

 O
rlean

s w
ith

 b
o

th
 a tim

e b
o

m
b

 an
d

 a m
ap

 tracin
g

 in
 

re
d

 th
e
 ro

u
te

 to
 th

e
 h

o
m

e
 o

f a
 J

e
w

is
h

 le
a
d

e
r in

 h
is

 c
a
r; R

o
y
 

F
ran

kh
o

u
ser, th

e fo
rm

er P
en

n
sylvan

ia G
ran

d
 D

rag
o

n
 an

d
 N

S
R

P
 

m
em

ber w
hose career as an inform

er ended w
ith his arrest for allegedly 

. selling tw
o hundred forty pounds of explosives to M

iles! one-tim
e body-

g
u

ard
; W

illiam
 M

. C
h

an
ey, fo

rm
er U

K
A

 G
ran

d
 D

rag
o

n
 o

f In
d

ian
a an

d
 

Im
p

erial W
izard

 o
f th

e n
ew

 C
o

n
fed

eratio
n

 o
f In

d
ep

en
d

en
t K

lan
s, w

h
o

, 

- in N
ovem

ber 1977, lost an appeal for an earlier conviction of fire bom
b-

in
g

; an
d

 R
ich

ard
 an

d
 R

o
b

ert B
o

w
lin

g
—

in
d

icted
 b

u
t n

ever tried
 in

 th
e 

1958 bom
bing of an A

tlanta synagogue—
w

ho once lived w
ith S

toner and 
helped th

e C
h

ristian
 A

n
ti-Jew

 P
arty an

d
 N

S
R

P
. (G

eo
rg

e B
rig

h
t—

tried
 

for the sam
e bom

bing and represented by Jam
es V

enable—
w

ith w
hom

 

S
toner briefly shared a law

 office, w
as also an N

S
R

P
 m

em
ber.) 

A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 a Los A
ngeles Tam

il clip
, S

to
n

er also
 sp

o
ke at a rally 

sponsored by the A
m

ericans for the P
reservation of the W

hite R
ace in 

M
erid

ian
, M

ississip
p

i, in
 M

ay 1968, at th
e h

eig
h

t o
f a series o

f K
lan

- 

suspected bom
bings of synagogues and Jew

ish hom
es in that city and 

nearby Jackson. That sam
e sum

m
er, after a shoot-out w

ith the FB
I and 

M
erid

ian
 p

o
lice. T

h
o

m
as T

arran
ts—

a m
em

b
er o

f th
e W

h
ite K

n
ig

h
ts o

f 

M
ississippi and form

erly linked w
ith N

S
R

P
—

w
as captured w

ith a tim
e 

b
o

m
b

 like th
e o

n
e fo

u
n

d
 in

 th
e car o

f B
yro

n
 d

e la B
eckw

ith;  also
 an

 
N

S
R

P
 m

em
ber. 

D
uring the H

U
A

C
 hearings, D

onald A
ppell questioned S

toner on his 

kn
o

w
led

g
e o

r in
vo

lvem
en

t in
 th

e S
ixteen

th
 S

treet C
h

u
rch

 b
last an

d
 in

 

tw
o explosions ten days later that, A

ppell contended, w
ere intentionally 

set "to
 in

ju
re F

B
I ag

en
ts an

d
 o

th
er law

 en
fo

rcem
en

t p
erso

n
n

el in
 

retaliatio
n

 fo
r th

eir vig
o

ro
u

s in
vestig

atio
n

 o
f th

e ch
u

rch
 b

o
m

b
in

g
, 

including the questioning of m
any K

lan suspects." W
hen S

toner refused 

to answ
er, citing his constitutional rights, A

ppell proceeded to "place" 

him
 in B

irm
ingham

 "im
m

ediately prior to, and including. S
eptem

ber 15. 

1963," an
d

 in
 M

arch
 an

d
 A

p
til o

f 1965 w
h

en
 a series o

f b
o

m
b

s w
ere 

uncovered in that city. 

	

. 	
B

esides the bom
bing ties, one investigator also had com

m
ented, "Y

ou 

' kn
o

w
 S

to
n

er's p
art o

f th
e co

n
sp

iracy in
 K

in
g

's d
eath

, d
o

n
't yo

u
?

" O
ver . 

	

t!" 	
th

e years; S
to

n
er h

ad
 slith

ered
 fro

m
 o

n
e rig

h
t-w

in
g

 g
ro

u
p

 to
 an

o
th

er, 

sp
eakin

g
 b

efo
re m

eetin
g

s an
d

 rallies, rep
resen

tin
g

 th
eir m

em
b

ers in
 

	

t 	
court, sharing offices. H

is ties w
ere like a bow

l of venom
ous spaghetti.. 

W
as there an underground right-w

ing netw
ork that perhaps had plotted 

K
ing's assassination and other violence? O

n several occasions, R
obert-. 

S
h

elto
n

 an
d

 R
o

b
ert D

eP
u

g
h

, fo
rm

er lead
er o

f th
e M

in
u

tem
en

, an
- -- 

nounced plans for such a netw
ork, and a m

eeting supposedly w
as held in 

K
an

sas C
ity, M

isso
u

ri, w
ith

 S
h

elto
n

 an
d

 D
avid

 D
u

ke, am
o

n
g

 o
th

ers, 

p
reien

t. In
 1976, T

o
n

y L
aR

icci also
 h

ad
 to

ld
 th

e p
ress ab

o
u

t th
e 

fo
rm

atio
n

 o
f a co

alitio
n

 o
f rig

h
t-w

in
g

 g
ro

u
p

s in
 M

arylan
d

. T
h

e F
B

I an
d

 . 

m
an

y law
 en

fo
rcem

en
t o

fficials sco
ffed

 at th
e id

ea o
f su

ch
 a n

etw
o

rk ' 

'existin
g

, even
 in

 view
 o

f th
e S

h
elto

n
-D

eP
u

g
h

 effo
rts an

d
 a co

m
in

g
 

together of right-w
ing leaders from

 around the w
orld at an International 

C
ongress convened by D

uke in N
ew

 O
rleans in S

eptem
ber 1976. W

ere 

th
ey w

ro
n

g
?

 O
r w

ere th
ey co

n
cealin

g
 in

fo
rm

atio
n

?
 W

as th
ere in

d
eed

 I  

such a netw
ork? A

nd could J. B
. S

toner be the knot that tied the pieces 

together? W
as he the key to m

ore than the bom
bings? W

as he part of a 

co
n

sp
iracy?

 W
as h

is tic to Jam
es E

arl R
ay m

ore than that of attorney 

and friend of R
ay's brother Jerry? 

A
n overall look at clips and photocopies and new

sletters and bits and . 

p
ieces o

f in
fo

rm
atio

n
 g

lean
ed

 fro
m

 in
terview

s an
d

 co
n

versatio
n

s . 

provided grounds for speculation. 
In an article w

ritten less than tw
o m

onths after K
ing's assassination. 

the P
hiladelphia Inquirer quoted the FB

I as saying R
ay had entered into 

a conspiracy "on about M
arch 29" to kill the civil rights leader, the other 

p
arty b

ein
g

 "an
 in

d
ivid

u
al w

h
o

m
 h

i (R
ay) alleg

ed
 to

 b
e h

is b
ro

th
er." 

The article stated that the FB
I had, itself, injected the w

ord "conspiracy" 

into the case on A
pril 17 w

hen it filed its original com
plaint against R

ay, 

then identified as E
ric S

tarvo G
alt—

one of at least seven aliases he had 

been know
n to use—

and noted that "a day-by-day reconstruction of the 

m
ovem

ents of Jam
es E

arl R
ay indicates co-conspirators w

ere active both 

in M
em

phis. w
here K

ing w
as killed, and in C

anada. w
here R

ay lived the 

next m
onth." 

S
o

o
n

 after h
is arrest in

 L
o

n
d

o
n

 o
n

 Ju
n

e 8, 1968, law
 en

fo
rcem

en
t 

ag
en

cies released
 a p

artial b
reakd

o
w

n
 o

f R
ay's m

o
vem

en
ts fro

m
 th

e 

tim
e o

f h
is A

p
ril 1967 escap

e fro
m

 a M
isso

u
ri p

riso
n

—
w

h
ere h

e w
as 

serving a term
 for arm

ed robbery—
through the A

pril 4. 1968, slaying of 

K
in

g
. A

s a fu
g

itive, h
e h

ad
 flitted

 fro
m

 B
irm

in
g

h
am

 to
 N

cw
 O

rlean
s to

 

L
o

s A
n

g
eles an

d
 o

n
 o

n
e o

ccasio
n

 h
ad

 seem
ed

 to
 b

e in
 tw

o
 p

laces 

sim
ultaneously. The Inquirer article said that R

ay first assum
ed the G

alt 

alias in July 1967 .  w
hen he turned up in Toronto several days after tw

o 

m
en

 ro
b

b
ed

 a b
an

k in
 A

lto
n

, Illin
o

is, h
is h

o
m

e to
w

n
. A

 m
an

 leg
ally 

• 
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it,2 I I H
E

 K
L

A
N

 

n
a
m

e
d

 E
ric

 S
t. V

in
c
e
n

t G
a
lt liv

e
d

 le
s
s
 th

a
n

 tw
o

 m
ile

s
 fro

m
 th

e
 

ap
artm

en
t ren

ted
 b

y R
ay. T

h
e tw

o
 w

ere said
 to

 b
e strikin

g
ly sim

ilar in
 

appearance, including scars on their noses and their right-hand palm
s. 

Tw
o years earlier, the real G

alt had vacationed in Tennessee. H
e insisted 

h
e h

ad
 n

ever m
et R

ay, an
d

'th
e R

o
yal C

an
ad

ian
 M

o
u

n
ted

 P
o

lice co
u

ld
 

find no connection betw
een the tw

o. 
L

ater th
at su

m
m

er, th
e article co

n
tin

u
ed

, R
ay u

sed
 th

e G
alt alias to

 
ch

eck in
 at th

e E
co

n
o

m
y G

rill an
d

 R
o

o
m

s in
 B

irm
in

g
h

am
, to

 o
b

tain
 an

 
A

labam
a driver's license, and to register a w

hite M
ustang he reportedly 

p
u

rch
ased

 w
ith

 cash
. N

ext, h
e sh

o
w

ed
 u

p
 in

 A
tlan

ta o
n

 M
arch

 25 an
d

 
five days later, according to the original FB

I com
plaint, entered into the 

alleged conspiracy. The getaw
ay car—

described as a w
hite M

ustang—
ap

p
eared

 in
 A

tlan
ta th

e m
o

rn
in

g
 after th

e assassin
atio

n
. W

h
en

 n
eig

h
-

bors finally reported the vehicle to police as abandoned, the registration 
w

as found to be in the nam
e E

ric S
tarvo G

alt. 
R

ay retu
rn

ed
 to

 C
an

ad
a o

n
 A

p
ril 8 an

d
 d

u
rin

g
 th

e m
o

n
th

 h
e lived

 in
 

Toronto, before fleeing to London, assum
ed tw

o aliases—
both nam

es of 
actu

al m
en

 w
h

o
 resid

ed
 in

 T
o

ro
n

to
, b

o
re p

h
ysical resem

b
lan

ce, an
d

 
in

sisted
 th

ey h
ad

 n
eith

er m
et n

o
r h

eard
 o

f h
im

. O
n

 M
ay 3, h

e flew
 to

 
London as "R

aym
ond G

eorge S
neyd"—

the alias he used to get an easily 
obtainable C

anadian passport. 	
• 

. D
uring m

y research, I also cam
e across a provocative article from

 the 
July 1968 issue of Inside D

etective m
agazine about a R

ussian spy w
ho—

 
also using a C

anadian passport obtained for him
 in Toronto—

had posed 
as both a C

anadian journalist and tourist in S
outh A

frica the sum
m

er of 
1967. H

is tru
e id

en
tity, th

e article claim
ed

, w
as Y

u
ri N

iko
layevich

 
L

o
g

in
o

v, b
o

rn
 in

 M
o

sco
w

 in
 1933 an

d
 co

n
sid

ered
. o

n
e o

f th
e S

o
viet 

U
n

io
n

's to
p

 sp
ies. A

t th
e tim

e o
f L

o
g

in
o

v's arrest, S
o

u
th

 A
frican

 
authorities discovered a list he had com

piled of boys born in 1933 and 
1934 w

h
o

 d
ied

 b
etw

een
 1939 an

d
 1941, th

e in
fo

rm
atio

n
 ap

p
aren

tly 
intended for use in obtaining new

 identities and passports. A
fter a long 

so
litary co

n
fin

em
en

t, L
o

g
in

o
v b

ro
ke d

o
w

n
 an

d
 to

ld
 th

e S
o

u
th

 A
frican

 
au

th
o

rities h
is u

ltim
ate d

estin
atio

n
 h

ad
 b

een
 C

an
ad

a an
d

 th
e U

n
ited

 
S

tates. H
e allegedly told M

ajor G
eneral H

endrik V
an den B

ergh, S
outh 

A
frica's security chief, that C

anada w
as to have been only his place of 

entry. H
is "real w

ork" w
as in the U

nited S
tates. "I believe that it w

as to 
do w

ith assassination," he reportedly told V
an den B

ergh. "1 gained the 
im

pression I w
as to be a key m

an in an assassination plot not aim
ed at 

one particular m
an, such as the president of the U

nited S
tates, but at a 

n
u

m
b

er o
f b

ig
 m

en
 sim

u
ltan

eo
u

sly in
 o

rd
er to

 co
n

fu
se, d

ism
ay, an

d
 

cau
se p

an
ic am

o
n

g
 th

e p
eo

p
le if a n

u
m

b
er o

f th
eir g

reat m
en

 d
ied

 
su

d
d

en
ly." S

even
 m

o
n

th
s after L

o
g

in
o

v's revelatio
n

, M
artin

 L
u

th
er 

K
ing, Jr. w

as assassinated on A
pril 4, 1968, and R

obert F. K
ennedy, the 

The B
irm

ingham
 B

om
bings T lb) 

follow
ing June 6. Loginov also stated that the K

G
B

—
R

ussia's version of'''. 
the C

IA
—

knew
 thirty-six hours in advance that John F. K

ennedy w
ould - 

b
e sh

o
t in

 D
allas. "I w

as n
o

t in
vo

lved
 in

 an
y p

lo
t," h

e to
ld

 V
an

 d
en

 
B

ergh, "but I w
as in the sam

e room
 as a num

ber of K
G

B
 officers, and I 

h
eard

 tw
o

 o
f th

em
 d

iscu
ssin

g
 th

e d
eath

 o
f th

e p
resid

en
t. T

h
ey w

ere 
speaking as though he w

ere going to die w
ithin a day or so. I did not pay 

attention to it. I heard the w
ord D

allas several tim
es. It w

as only after w
e 

heard the new
s of the assassination that I put tw

o and tw
o together and 

kn
ew

 th
at m

y su
p

erio
rs in

 K
G

B
 h

ad
 kn

o
w

n
 w

ell b
efo

re n
o

t o
n

ly th
at 

P
resident K

ennedy w
ould die but alm

ost to w
ithin the m

inute w
hen he 

w
ould die." A

n article in N
ew

sw
eek of S

eptem
ber 25, 1967—

tw
o m

onths 
after his arrest—

confirm
ed that Loginov's real m

ission w
as in the U

nited •: 
S

tates and quoted an anonym
ous U

.S
. official as saying "the interroga-

tion is far from
 over." 

W
as L

o
g

in
o

v's sto
ry all fab

ricatio
n

, o
r w

as it b
ased

 o
n

 fact?
 in

 a 
telep

h
o

n
e co

n
versatio

n
, Jam

es V
en

ab
le h

ad
 co

n
firm

ed
 a tip

 I h
ad

 
received from

 still another K
lan source that a m

an fitting the description 
of Lee H

arvey O
sw

ald had visited V
enable's A

tlanta lam
' ,  office shortly 

before the assassination and requested the nam
es of right-w

ing leaders. 
T

o
ro

n
to

 seem
ed

 to
 p

lay a key ro
le in

 th
e sto

ries o
f b

o
th

 Jam
es E

arl 
R

a
y
 a

n
d

 Y
u

ri L
o

g
in

o
v
. It w

a
s
 a

ls
o

 h
e
a
d

q
u

a
rte

rs
 fo

r th
e
 fa

r-rig
h

t 
W

estern
 G

u
ard

 an
d

 h
o

m
e o

f Jo
h

n
 R

o
ss T

aylo
r. th

e sh
arp

-faced
 little 

m
an

 I first m
et at D

ale R
eu

sch
's rally in

 W
est V

irg
in

ia an
d

 later in
 N

ew
 :- 

O
rlean

s at D
avid

 D
u

ke's In
tern

atio
n

al C
o

n
g

ress. T
h

e T
o

ro
n

to
 S

tu
r; 'a

, 
 

d
escrib

ed
 T

aylo
r as "C

an
ad

a's H
ig

h
 P

riest o
f H

ate." In
 1965. th

e _. 
C

an
ad

ian
 g

o
vern

m
en

t term
in

ated
 u

se o
f th

e m
ail b

y h
im

 an
d

 an
o

th
er 

m
an

 b
ecau

se o
f th

eir d
istrib

u
tio

n
 o

f. The Thunderbolt 
a
n

d
 o

th
e
r a

n
ti- . 

S
em

itic literatu
re. A

t a h
earin

g
 p

reced
in

g
 th

e b
an

, T
aylo

r an
d

 D
avid

 
S

tan
ley said

 th
ey w

ere n
o

t m
em

b
ers o

f N
S

R
P

 b
u

t h
ad

 ag
reed

 to
 

represent the A
m

erican group in C
anada. B

ack issues of The Thunder-
bolt 

carried
 sto

ries th
at T

aylo
r h

ad
 b

een
 a sp

eaker at N
S

R
P

's 1973 
co

n
ven

tio
n

, alo
n

g
 w

ith
 B

u
d

d
y T

u
cker an

d
 B

yro
n

 d
e la B

eckw
ith

. T
h

e 
W

estern
 G

u
ard

 recip
ro

cated
 b

y in
vitin

g
 S

to
n

er to
 sp

eak at o
n

e o
f its 

dinners in M
arch 1974. 

C
o

u
ld

 th
e W

estern
 G

u
ard

 h
ave len

t a h
elp

in
g

 h
an

d
 to

 a fello
w

 rig
h

t-
w

in
g

er?
 C

o
u

ld
 it h

ave aid
ed

 Jam
es E

arl R
ay in

 o
b

tain
in

g
 th

e falsified
 

passport and his sundry "identifications"? A
s for the baffling question of 

w
h

ere R
ay g

o
t m

o
n

ey fo
r h

is exten
sive travels, S

to
n

er h
im

self h
ad

 
boasted that Thunderbolt subscribers w

ould pick up the tab for his 1970 
g

o
vern

o
r's race. O

ver th
e years. th

e tab
lo

id
 also

 h
ad

 carried
 letters o

f 
ap

p
reciatio

n
 fro

m
 vario

u
s recip

ien
ts—

in
clu

d
in

g
 d

e la B
eckw

ith
—

o
f 

N
S

R
P

 defense funds. C
ould the N

S
R

P
 also have picked up R

ay's finan-
cial tab? 

 

 

 
 

 



M
' 

I
 lilt- A

.L
.A

iN
 

W
h
en

 R
ay

 escap
ed

 Ju
n
e 1

0
, 1

9
7
7
, fro

m
 th

e B
u
sh

y
 M

o
u
n
tain

 P
riso

n
, 

n
o
rth

w
e
st o

f K
n
o
x
v
ille

, h
is la

st v
isito

r h
a
d
 b

e
e
n
 h

is b
ro

th
e
r Je

rry
, 

S
to

n
er's fo

rm
er cam

p
aig

n
 m

an
ag

er an
d
 ro

o
m

m
ate an

d
 g

u
est o

f h
o
n
o
r at 

a 
1
9
7
3
 N

S
R

P
 m

e
e
tin

g
 in

 C
h
ic

a
g
o
. A

t th
e
 tim

e
 o

f h
is e

sc
a
p
e
, p

riso
n
 

o
ffic

ia
ls a

c
k
n
o
w

le
d
g
e
d
 a

n
 in

sid
e
 c

o
n
sp

ira
c
y
 a

n
d
 sp

e
c
u
la

te
d
 o

n
 th

e
 

p
o
ssib

ilities o
f o

u
tsid

e h
elp

. T
h
e case b

o
re sim

ilarities to
 th

at o
f o

n
e-tim

e 
N

S
R

P
 m

em
b
er T

o
m

m
y
 T

arran
ts, w

h
o
, after a 1

9
6
8
 co

n
v
ictio

n
 fo

r h
is 

ro
le

 in
 se

v
e
ra

l b
o
m

b
in

g
s in

 M
e
rid

ia
n
, su

c
c
e
ssfu

lly
 e

sc
a
p
e
d
 fro

m
 

P
arch

m
an

 P
riso

n
 in

 M
ississip

p
i w

ith
 th

e h
elp

 an
d
 p

lan
n
in

g
 o

f fello
w

 
m

em
b
ers o

f th
e W

h
ite K

n
ig

h
ts, m

an
y
 o

f its m
em

b
ers clo

sely
 tied

 to
 th

e 
N

S
R

P
. C

o
u
ld

 th
e K

lan
 o

r th
e N

S
R

P
 o

r a co
alitio

n
 o

f rig
h
t-w

in
g
 g

ro
u
p
s 

h
av

e attem
p
ted

 a rep
lay

 w
ith

 Jam
es E

arl R
ay

? 
M

y
 sp

e
c
u
la

tio
n
s w

e
re

 b
o
lste

re
d
 in

 Ja
n
u
a
ry

 1
9
7
8
 w

h
e
n
 th

e
 H

o
u
se

 
A

ssassin
atio

n
s C

o
m

m
ittee in

d
icated

 it w
o
u
ld

 su
b
p
o
en

a S
to

n
er—

alo
n
g
 

w
ith

 sev
eral N

S
R

P
 asso

ciates—
to

 testify
 in

 its in
v
estig

atio
n
 in

to
 th

e 
m

u
rd

er o
f M

artin
 L

u
th

er K
in

g
 Jr. A

n
 u

n
id

en
tified

 co
n
g
ressio

n
al so

u
rce 

to
ld

 th
e
 p

re
ss th

a
t th

e
 p

a
n
e
l w

a
n
te

d
 to

 fin
d
 o

u
t w

h
e
th

e
r S

to
n
e
r's 

activ
ities "are in

 an
y
 w

ay
 d

irectly
 co

n
n
ected

 w
ith

 th
e assassin

atio
n
 o

f D
r. 

K
in

g
." T

h
e so

u
rce in

d
icated

 th
e co

m
m

ittee w
o
u
ld

 q
u
estio

n
 S

to
n
er b

o
th

 
ab

o
u
t h

is alleg
atio

n
s th

at an
 F

B
I in

fo
rm

an
t h

ad
 o

ffered
 h

im
 tw

en
ty

-fiv
e 

th
o
u
san

d
 d

o
llars to

 h
av

e K
in

g
 k

illed
 an

d
 tw

o
 th

o
u
san

d
 d

o
llars to

 b
lo

w
 

u
p
 th

e B
irm

in
g
h
am

 ch
u
rch

 an
d
 ab

o
u
t h

is relatio
n
sh

ip
 w

ith
 Jam

es E
arl 

R
ay

. A
 m

o
n
th

 later, T
h
e N

ew
 Y

o
rk T

im
es d

isclo
sed

 th
at R

ay
's b

ro
th

er, 
Jerry

, w
as actin

g
 as b

o
d
y
g
u
ard

 fo
r S

to
n
er, w

h
o
 an

n
o
u
n
ced

 h
e w

o
u
ld

 
ag

ain
 ru

n
 fo

r g
o
v
ern

o
r o

f G
eo

rg
ia. 

S
h
o
rtly

 after th
e o

fficial ch
arg

es w
ere b

ro
u
g
h
t ag

ain
st C

h
am

b
liss an

d
 

S
to

n
er in

 S
ep

tem
b
er 1

9
7
7
, a so

u
rce fam

iliar w
ith

 th
e b

o
m

b
in

g
 in

v
estig

a-
tio

n
s to

ld
 th

e
 p

re
ss th

a
t th

e
 la

tte
r's in

d
ic

tm
e
n
t w

a
s d

e
sig

n
e
d
 a

s 
"p

sy
ch

o
lo

g
ical w

arfare" ag
ain

st th
e o

th
ers as m

u
ch

 as it w
as to

 co
n
v
ict 

th
e arch

-seg
reg

atio
n
ist. "S

to
n
er is a sy

m
b
o
l," th

e so
u
rce ex

p
lain

ed
. "A

 
lo

t o
f th

ese p
eo

p
le lo

o
k
 o

n
 h

im
 as th

e m
o
st h

ard
-n

o
sed

 g
u
y
 o

f all: If w
e 

can
 g

el h
im

, th
en

 it's a sig
n
a
l to

 a
ll th

o
se

 o
th

e
r g

u
y
s th

a
t w

e
 c

a
n
 g

e
t 

th
em

, to
o
." 

A
t th

e tim
e, in

v
estig

ato
rs h

ad
 n

arro
w

ed
 th

e b
o
m

b
in

g
 su

sp
ects to

 n
o
 

m
o
re th

an
 th

irty
, tw

en
ty

 o
f th

em
 still aliv

e• T
h
ere w

as also
 sp

ecu
latio

n
 

th
at th

e su
sp

ects m
ig

h
t h

av
e b

een
 p

art o
f N

acirem
a—

"A
m

erican
" sp

elled
 

b
ack

w
ard

s—
fo

rm
ed

 in
 1

9
6
1
 b

y
 k

lan
sm

en
 w

h
o
 w

an
ted

 "m
o
re v

io
len

t 
actio

n
" in

 th
eir fig

h
t ag

ain
st civ

il rig
h
ts. D

u
rin

g
 th

e H
U

A
C

 h
earin

g
s, 

in
v
estig

ato
r P

h
ilip

 M
an

u
el h

ad
 said

 S
h
elto

n
 an

d
 U

K
A

 G
ran

d
 D

rag
o
n
 

C
alv

in
 C

raig
 w

ere am
o
n
g
 th

e k
lan

sm
en

 in
stru

cted
 b

y
 N

acirem
a in

 th
e 

m
an

u
factu

re an
d
 u

se o
f firearm

s an
d
 ex

p
lo

siv
es. H

e d
escrib

ed
 it as "an

 
o
rg

a
n
iz

a
tio

n
 o

f b
la

c
k
-ro

b
e
d
 k

la
n
sm

e
n
 su

sp
e
c
te

d
 o

f p
a
rtic

ip
a
tin

g
 in

 
racial b

o
m

b
in

g
s acro

ss th
e S

o
u
th

." 

T
he B

irm
ingham

 B
om

bings j 165 

M
ean

w
h
ile, th

e b
lack

 co
m

m
u
n
ity

—
relu

ctan
t to

 g
et its h

o
p
es u

p
—

a
d
o
p
te

d
 a

 w
a
it a

n
d
 se

e
 a

ttitu
d
e
 a

s th
e
 sta

te
 p

re
p
a
re

d
 its c

a
se

 a
g
a
in

st 
C

h
am

b
liss, an

d
 S

to
n
er fo

u
g
h
t ex

trad
itio

n
 fro

m
 G

eo
rg

ia fo
r th

e earlier 
B

eth
el C

h
u
rch

 b
o
m

b
in

g
• C

h
ris M

cN
air, o

n
e o

f a d
o
zen

 o
r so

 b
lack

s 
elected

 to
 th

e A
lab

am
a H

o
u
se o

f R
ep

resen
tativ

es sin
ce th

e S
ix

teen
th

 
S

treet b
o
m

b
in

g
, refu

sed
 to

 co
m

m
en

t o
n
 th

e ev
e o

f th
e C

h
am

b
liss' trial 

fo
r th

e
 d

e
a
th

 o
f h

is d
a
u
g
h
te

r. A
n
d
 w

h
ile

 C
la

u
d
e
 W

e
sle

y
, C

y
n
th

ia
's 

fath
er, ex

p
ressed

 satisfactio
n
 th

at 'so
m

e p
ro

g
ress h

as b
een

 m
ad

e," h
e, 

to
o
, w

as g
u
ard

ed
: "O

f co
u
rse, n

o
 o

n
e h

as b
een

 co
n
v
icted

. I'v
e w

aited
 th

is 
lo

n
g
; 	

so
m

e m
o
re." 

A
t th

e ch
u
rch

, P
asto

r Jam
es T

. C
ru

tch
er h

ad
 rem

ain
ed

 q
u
iet w

h
en

 
N

ew
 Y

o
rk T

im
es 

rep
o
rter W

ay
n
e K

in
g
 ask

ed
 h

is o
w

n
 feelin

g
s. "A

m
-

b
iv

alen
ce," h

e fin
ally

 an
sw

ered
. "A

lw
ay

s, d
eep

 d
o
w

n
, th

ere w
as th

e h
o
p
e 

th
a
t ju

stic
e
 w

o
u
ld

 b
e
 d

o
n
e
, th

a
t th

e
 c

lim
a
te

 h
a
d
 c

h
a
n
g
e
d
, th

a
t w

h
ite

 
S

o
u
th

ern
ers, d

ecen
t w

h
ite S

o
u
th

ern
ers w

h
o
 feel th

at th
ey

 w
ere d

eg
rad

ed
 

b
y
 th

is, c
a
n
 fe

e
l b

e
tte

r. B
u
t th

e
re

 is a
lso

 th
e
 p

a
in

 o
f b

rin
g
in

g
 u

p
 th

e
 

b
y
g
o
n
e
 fe

a
r; th

e
 re

m
e
m

b
ra

n
c
e
 o

f a
tro

c
ity

 a
n
d
 h

o
rro

r. Y
o
u
 te

n
d
 to

 
fo

rg
et; th

e m
in

d
 b

lo
ck

s th
o
se th

in
g
s th

at are b
ey

o
n
d
 rem

em
b
erin

g
. B

u
t 

th
is is th

e lim
e, th

e p
articu

lar tim
e." H

e p
ick

ed
 u

p
 a w

o
rn

 B
ib

le an
d
 read

 
fro

m
 th

e th
ird

 ch
ap

ter o
f E

cclesiastes; "T
o
 ev

ery
 th

in
g
 th

ere is a seaso
n
, 

an
d
 a tim

e to
 ev

ery
 p

u
rp

o
se u

n
d
er h

eav
en

: a
 tim

e to
 b

e b
o
rn

, an
d
 a tim

e 
to

 d
ie, a tim

e to
 p

lan
t, an

d
 a tim

e to
 p

lu
ck

 u
p
 th

at w
h
ich

 is p
lan

ted
; a 

tim
e to

 k
ill, an

d
 a tim

e to
 h

eal; a tim
e to

 b
reak

 d
o
w

n
, an

d
 a tim

e to
 b

u
ild

 
u
p
..." 

In
 m

id
-N

o
v
em

b
er 1

9
7
7
, R

o
b
ert C

h
am

b
liss—

w
h
o
 h

ad
 an

g
rily

 lu
n
g
ed

 
at a b

lack
 cam

eram
an

 w
h
ile leav

in
g
 th

e g
ran

d
 ju

ry
 ro

o
m

 ju
st m

o
n
th

s 
b
efo

re—
sh

o
w

ed
 little em

o
tio

n
 as th

e state u
n
fo

ld
ed

 th
e first o

f its fo
u
r 

cases ag
ain

st h
im

:th
e m

u
rd

er o
f D

en
ise M

cN
air. 

K
irth

u
s G

len
n
, a

 retired
 lau

n
d
ry

 w
o
rk

er fro
m

 D
etro

it w
h
o
 h

ad
 b

een
 

v
isitin

g
 frien

d
s in

 B
irm

in
g
h
am

 at th
e tim

e o
f th

e b
o
m

b
in

g
, id

en
tified

 a 
1
9
6
3
 p

h
o
to

g
rap

h
 o

f C
h
am

b
liss as th

at o
f o

n
e o

f th
ree m

en
 sh

e h
ad

 seen
 

in
 a car p

ark
ed

 o
u
tsid

e th
e ch

u
rch

 d
u
rin

g
 th

e early
 h

o
u
rs o

f th
e m

o
rn

in
g
 

o
f th

e b
o
m

b
in

g
. A

n
o
th

er w
itn

ess, Y
v
o
n
n
e Y

o
u
n
g
, testified

 th
at sh

e h
ad

 
seen

 th
e d

efen
d
an

t w
ith

 sev
eral b

u
n
d
les o

f "o
v
ersized

 firecrack
ers" in

 h
is 

h
o
m

e tw
o
 w

eek
s b

efo
re th

e b
o
m

b
in

g
. 	

• 
B

u
t th

e m
o
st d

am
ag

in
g
 ev

id
en

ce h
ad

 co
m

e fro
m

 C
h
am

b
liss's n

iece b
y
 

m
arriag

e. In
 a so

ft, h
altin

g
 v

o
ice, E

lizab
eth

 C
o
b
b
, an

 O
rd

ain
ed

 M
eth

o
d
- 

ist m
in

ister, recalled
 th

at h
er u

n
cle to

ld
 h

er th
e d

ay
 b

efo
re th

e b
o
m

b
in

g
 

"h
e h

ad
 en

o
u
g
h
 stu

ff p
u
t aw

ay
 to

 [F
atten

 h
alf o

f B
irm

in
g
h
am

." T
h
en

 
tw

en
ty

-th
ree, th

e R
ev

eren
d
 C

o
b
b
 rem

em
b
ered

 C
h
am

b
liss as b

ein
g
 "in

 a 
v
e
ry

 a
n
g
ry

 a
n
d
 a

g
ita

te
d
 sta

te
" o

v
e
r th

e
 re

c
e
n
t in

te
g
ra

tio
n
 o

f B
ir-

m
in

g
h
am

's sch
o
o
ls. S

h
e h

ad
 u

rg
ed

 h
im

 n
o
t to

 d
o
 an

y
th

in
g
 v

io
len

t, b
u
t 

"h
e lo

o
k
ed

 m
e in

 th
e face an

d
 said

, 'Y
o
u
 ju

st w
ait u

n
til after S

u
n
d
ay

 
m

o
rn

in
g
 an

d
 th

ey
 w

ill b
eg

 u
s to

 let th
em

 seg
reg

ate.'" S
h
e ask

ed
 w

h
at h

e 
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if a black m
an skinned his arm

, it healed black; if a w
hite skinned his, it 

grew
 back w

hite. "There's som
ething in your blood that's different." 

V
en

ab
le p

icked
 u

p
 th

e arg
u

m
en

t. "T
h

at's th
e ch

aracteristic o
f th

e 
w

h
ite an

d
 th

e b
lack. T

h
ese d

o
cto

rs w
ill tell yo

u
, 'Ju

st p
u

m
p

 th
e sam

e 
typ

e b
lo

o
d

 fro
m

 a n
ig

g
er to

 a w
h

ite m
an

.' T
h

ey say, 'O
000h

, it's n
o

 
difference.' W

ell, I don't w
ant any that nigger blood pum

ped into m
e." 

"H
ow

 are you going to know
 the difference?" I challenged. 

"I'm
 n

o
t g

o
n

n
a take it." V

en
ab

le refu
sed

 to
 b

u
d

g
e. "I'm

 g
o

n
n

a g
it 

som
e from

 G
ene or som

ebody else." 
T

o
 su

p
p

o
rt th

eir arg
u

m
en

t, G
en

e H
all n

o
ted

 th
at fo

r years th
e R

ed
 

C
ro

ss h
ad

 in
d

icated
 race o

n
 its d

o
n

o
r card

s. H
e p

o
in

ted
 o

u
t th

at 
L

o
u

isian
a even

 h
ad

 a law
 th

at th
e R

ed
 C

ro
ss h

ad
 to

 seg
reg

ate b
lo

o
d

. 
W

h
en

 I in
fo

rm
ed

 h
im

 th
e law

 h
ad

 b
een

 ch
an

g
ed

 several years ag
o

, h
e 

fum
ed. "W

ell, the only w
ay to fight that is to refuse to give blood to the 

R
ed

 C
ro

ss. I w
o

u
ld

n
't g

ive 'em
 a d

ro
p

!" 	
• 

E
ach

 tim
e I attem

p
ted

 to
 cu

rb
 th

eir racial m
ean

d
erin

g
s, H

all an
d

 
. V

en
ab

le ram
m

ed
 m

y verb
al ro

ad
 b

lo
cks. F

in
ally, I d

eto
u

red
 .to

 th
e 

su
b

ject o
f vio

len
ce. In

 th
e early sixties, b

efo
re V

en
ab

le m
erg

ed
 h

is 
D

efensive Legion of R
egistered A

m
ericans Inc., the C

om
m

ittee of O
ne 

M
illion C

aucasians to M
arch on C

ongress, and the C
hristian V

oters and 
B

uyers League into the N
ational K

nights, he had circulated a leaflet that 
recom

m
ended guns and am

m
unition approproate for hom

e ow
ners. It 

h
ad

 w
arn

ed
 "... B

lo
o

d
 w

ill su
rely flo

w
 in

 th
e streets. L

et if flo
w

! L
et u

s 
arm

 our hom
es to m

ake sure that N
egro-Jew

 blood flow
s—

not ours." 
N

ow
, even though Lum

pkin felt everyone should have a gun, he and 
V

en
ab

le stressed
 th

eir o
p

p
o

sitio
n

 to
 vio

len
ce an

d
 b

rag
g

ed
 th

at n
o

 
N

ational K
night had been convicted of a felony. 

"D
u

rin
g

 th
is in

vestig
atio

n
 in

 th
e sixties, S

h
elto

n
. th

e S
tates R

ig
h

ts 
p

arty, an
d

 m
an

y o
th

ers w
ere m

en
tio

n
ed

 in
 th

ere," V
en

ab
le b

o
asted

. 
"B

u
t o

u
r n

am
e w

as n
o

t even
 m

en
tio

n
ed

 in
 th

ere. T
h

at's w
h

y w
e try to

 
keep

 a clean
 reco

rd
. W

e alw
ays ... ever' o

fficer o
f o

u
r K

lan
 at ever' 

m
eetin', w

e advocate the do's and don'ts, w
hat to do and w

hat not to do. 
Y

ou can't take the law
 in your ow

n hands. It's out of the question. Y
ou 

w
o

u
ld

n
't h

ave a g
h

o
st o

f a ch
an

ce if yo
u

 w
en

t in
to

 th
e fed

eral co
u

rt 
w

h
ere yo

u
 g

o
t n

ig
g

ers o
n

 th
e ju

ry. Y
o

u
'd

 b
e co

n
victed

. L
ib

erals an
d

 
p

in
ks, an

d
 th

erefo
re it's o

u
t. T

h
e S

h
elto

n
 K

lan
 h

as cau
sed

 m
o

re 
h

ead
ach

es an
d

 m
o

re em
b

arrassm
en

t, an
d

 D
u

ke h
as fo

llo
w

ed
 in

 h
is 

footsteps. The tw
o things that caused the investigation in the C

ongress of 
th

e U
-n

ited
 S

tates w
as th

e killin
' o

f th
is o

r so
rry w

h
ite w

o
m

an
 th

at 
participated in the S

elm
a m

arch, and the klansm
an over in A

thens, tw
o 

of 'em
, in the killin' of the nigra soldier and the officers that w

ere passin' 
th

ro
u

g
h

 th
ere at n

ig
h

ttim
e. It w

as u
n

called
 fo

r. A
n

d
 it cau

sed
 th

e 
investigation." 
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V
en

ab
le h

ad
 leveled

 th
e sam

e criticism
 d

u
rin

g
 h

is H
U

A
C

 testim
o

n
y 

an
d

 in
 in

terview
s at th

e tim
e o

f th
e killin

g
s. H

e to
ld

 o
n

e rep
o

rter, 
"S

helton's ruined the K
lan. H

e shouldn't have killed 1 ..rnuel P
enn. That 

nigger w
asn't bothering anybody. S

helton caused an investigation of the 
K

lan
." S

h
elto

n
, h

o
w

ever, h
ad

 in
sisted

 th
e m

en
 accu

sed
 o

f th
e sn

ip
er ". 

sh
o

o
tin

g
 o

f P
en

n
—

retu
rn

in
g

 to
 W

ash
in

g
to

n
 fro

m
 m

ilitary reserve 
train

in
g

 w
ith

 tw
o

 o
th

er b
lack o

fficers—
h

ad
 b

een
 b

an
ish

ed
 fro

m
 U

K
A

 
before the incident on a highw

ay outside A
thens, northeast of A

tlanta. 
W

h
ile th

e H
U

A
C

 rep
o

rt h
ad

 id
en

tified
 tw

o
 o

f th
e accu

sed
—

H
o

w
ard

 
S

im
s an

d
 C

ecil M
yers—

as U
K

A
 m

em
b

ers at th
e tim

e o
f th

e m
u

rd
ers, 

th
ey w

ere said
 to

 h
ave .  also

 b
elo

n
g

ed
 to

 th
e B

lack S
h

irts, a sm
all 

violence-prone group organized w
ithin the N

ational K
nights by C

olbert 1.! 
R

aym
o

n
d

 M
cG

riff an
d

 E
arl H

o
lco

m
b

e. T
h

e rep
o

rt said
 M

cG
riff an

d
 

H
o

lco
m

b
e h

ad
 b

een
 exp

elled
 fro

m
 U

K
A

 after a sh
o

o
tin

g
 in

cid
en

t in
 

G
riffin

, G
eo

rg
ia. 

N
ow

, V
enable said, the latter had been m

em
bers of his group for only 

a sh
o

rt term
 b

ecau
se th

ey w
ere "u

n
d

esirab
le." H

e ad
m

itted
 it w

as a 
m

istake to have accepted them
 but placed the blam

e on the B
arnesville • 

klavern. 
"They have'infiltrated the K

lan, our enem
y has," he said. "That's the 

reaso
n

 th
at if w

e w
ere m

ean
 en

o
u

g
h

 to
 d

o
 so

m
eth

in
', w

e certain
ly 

1- 

w
o

u
ld

n
't d

o
 it. I've alw

ays to
ld

 m
y p

eo
p

le, 'If yo
u

 g
o

t an
yth

in
g

 to
 d

o
, 

alw
ays rem

em
ber tw

o's a crow
d. If you talk on your ow

n self, you oughta 
g

o
 to

 th
e p

en
iten

tiary o
r electric ch

air if yo
u

're m
ean

 en
o

u
g

h
 to

 d
o

 
so

m
eth

in
g

.' 
In

 sp
ite o

f h
is rep

u
d

iatio
n

 o
f vio

len
ce an

d
 h

is fo
lksy talk ab

o
u

t ; 
grandchildren and fam

ily lineage. I rem
em

bered articles that described 
him

 as "a fiery, red-faced, fist-shaking orator" and told of his ties to m
en 

w
h

o
 w

ere co
n

sid
ered

 d
an

g
ero

u
s. A

n
o

th
er klan

sm
an

 h
ad

 to
ld

 m
e o

f a 
visit b

y L
ee H

arvey O
sw

ald
 to

 V
en

ab
le's A

tlan
ta law

 o
ffice sh

o
rtly 

b
efo

re Jo
h

n
 F

. K
en

n
ed

y's assassin
atio

n
. W

h
en

 I asked
 th

e Im
p

erial f'4 
W

izard
 to

 verify th
e ru

m
o

r, h
e co

n
firm

ed
 th

at a m
an

 w
h

o
 fit O

sw
ald

's ' 
description had com

e to see him
. 

"It favo
red

 h
im

," V
en

ab
le recalled

. "I'm
 p

o
sitive it w

as h
im

. H
e to

ld
 

m
e he w

as goin' to C
hicago. H

e w
anted nam

es of right-w
ing leaders, but 

1 w
ouldn't give him

 our G
rand D

ragon's nam
e." 

W
hen V

enable w
alked rrle to m

y car, w
e passed the copper-colored 

P
acer o

f G
en

e H
all, w

h
o

, I later learn
ed

, w
as th

e sam
e E

u
g

en
e S

. H
all 

arrested in connection w
ith a series of bom

bings in M
ontgom

ery during 
the late fifties. The front license plate read "G

overnor's S
taff" and bore a 

slogan about "S
tanding U

p for A
labam

a." 
"D

o
 yo

u
 th

in
k th

e K
lan

 co
u

ld
 ever b

e b
u

ilt u
p

 to
 w

h
at it w

as in
 th

e 
tw

enties?" 1 asked Jim
m

y V
enable before I drove aw

ay. 
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O
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