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Dear Jim, 1/28/178
There really is a Stoner conspiracy.
It is to keep mg from sleeping, though, not %o defame the FBI.

4s you know, I got up to early yesterday (again today), I decided to go to bed about
and with and with what L have %o go through to get to bed now had Jjust put the light out
%hen the phone rang, “t was Stoner - secking advice and information.

He had received a phone rall from scicone representing himself as an AP reporter
named Joe Smith, The name at first made him suspicious but finall* Ptona- decided it
sounded like a reporter.

The House assassins have subpoenaed Stoner and Fields. The thing that they want to
know is how long he has known the Ray familyp,

He wanted to iknow if I knew anything about it and then the vowers of the committee,
etc. He will go to court to oppose it. If his mind were not fized as it is he could
do something in court. It is improper to seek any information about his clients from a
lawyer and Stoner has represented all the Ray men. Maybe not Carol, '

I told him they were on a fishing expedition but did not elaborate. The comrittee,
if its purposes were legite, would have sent representatives to see him and ask such
questions. *f then not satisfied it would hold a hearing., Failure to follow normal
Procedure indicates s wedia event and verhaps the beginning of some Ray deal of an
UNsavery aroma.

They'll have a time with Fields. Stoner will give them speeches about the FBI.
I think he®ll be mble to specify enough to embarrass the FRI. If this happens then you
may want to recall that + tipped the DJ off in 1969.

We had a long conversation. We got into FGli. He bad told les Payne that he would
be asking advice from me but he hadn't, e got it last nizht. He had not even bothered to
look up FOIA or Pa, He will now. I also told him how to get the commitiee's resolution.

When I tuld him that he had to write each field office separately he said that is
too much trouble. When I told hin we had written %o 69 of “hem has sepped to realize
it is less than inpossible. B¢ must be as lazy as Jerry told me.

I told him and through him Jerry, who later took the phone, that the UPI story is a
phoney and that + had broken those records loese., “e asked about him snd I told him asbout
those on him and in general how the NSRP Tigures in th: files, justifying the FBI on that
parts, as I think Le saw. I explained how the phoney conspiracy record was contrived and

he asked for a copy I'il send when Lil has the machine going. But remembsr, you told me
to write him about this and I did. He did not respond, I forgot to ask him if he got
that letter,

Jerry's present interests, by tape and by phone, seem to be limited to Metiillan,
with “ark having hin all steamed up about getting rich over it - he't thinking of getting
a new “Yadi#lac when he gets that cash, about $200,000 he figures ~ and what it means to
be a champion chicken raiser. He keeps coming back to both,

I wouléd encourage you to keep in mind that the committee is not going abtout this the
right way and fo take this as an indication not that it does not know better but that it
is up to a spectacular. “ike with Trafficante and Hall - meaningless except for headlines,

Best,

NN TR Tty
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“hig will not go out in today's madl becazuse I'11 have to loave homs b=fore oy wife
Gan do any copying. I'1l dig out the ricords you acked for when rou phoned last nighd
and will inciude copdes. I think there ars two, I lmow I aav twoe

There i3 something I did 2ot tldnk of lost ndeht, That 1. that 4the committee ’s
Way ¥iihi you is 29t the regular usy, ig‘:ﬁa rons they have scme punposc, &y guess would be
that it &5 %o uge vou ond Dr, Fields as they used Santos Trafficante, to gt headlines

and to Torce withemses +o be uncooperative,

The regualr way would have been ©o sel an investigzator or lawyer %0 see you, after
rhendng or writing vyou and arranging it, and esking for the information they geck, If
they have no ulterior urpose, AT all they want 40 know is the relations between vou and
the Rays, 3 this did not transgress againsta lawvrer—cliont relationshiy rou could have
provided that ang all similar information in an affidavit,

Departure frow normal procedure is a aignal. S¢ is releasing the infcmat!.?n in
advanec. + telieve this is a vielstion of the comniftes’ supposod PUOCRUUTES. | CUL are
within vour mighss in asking for copies of this, They may give it to you with tho aubposrna.

1t generally is o good iden to hova counzal belore comnd ttenfa befause there is
almost no livds on what they can do or try 4o do, +¢ you remember the telovésed Yatergate
hearings there is no single lawyer who was a witness who did not hnve counsel at his side.

By bolisf is that they intend to nse you u5 o medis evant,

U the FCIA requests of £isld offices Jou con xerex a zingle Lottar ond sead 4% to
all of then,

If I ¢o uot have a copy o9f the sssund revoru I recall it was a directive to Savannah
Ter you and I shduk Baltinore for me and these includec not %o interview us hacanac of the
ind of bad people o arce Thu more lizely eaplenation 4o that the F2I wantnd f3lss
records of ity ow. oreation to bs abls to Tlush in secrot. Vb ddd nod want any reovert in
wrich either of us 4old an wmitiing agent the truth or in which he kad g chance to say
ezactly whot we gaid,

&side Trom the purpose of nY golng theee, Trlasly repregouted as my asging to be
verviewed, what I did do is exactly what you seide I $0ld thom that FRT iaforners,

ascording to what you had %0ld me, were newesed i irprover ectiviiicn, Fhis wae Lelore
We knew the detsile of what they cnllss Colntelivn. T don's hint I told them your source,
Lou'll see that they had to twist this to offset an ndvance reeord of their Cointelpro
activitiss - in 1969,

Trey should have a record of that St, fm:L IV broadesste Sy reason for saving this is
that 1 did see a record iz their Bovsl file= in .hich they were foliwcding hinm, They rsported
he was to Tz on thet show. lay way remember he hed agroed to he gnd then didn's a40%e S0
they'1l have coveved all of us thep,end this rorng that ths Ste Lonis of fice will have &
record of this at least on Foils

U'n corry Jerry sad Jin ¥ would not listen to mo about the committes, I imew what
I was talldng aboute They wera motivated by wishful thindngs I fear it will all ke eleax
enough scon encugh and that you zay be the beginning of that, There alsgo iz no telling what
Yimny @1d say or what thay'll interpret his oy of exprescing hizself as mraning, There
are published gquotstions, rspeeially atiributed to furk lans, that do contradict what ho
said carlier. At best this is not helpfule But Jerry continuss 4o belisve that anything
that gets orinted ia zoode it isn't s 23 e should hove seon from thee rassive scrarbooic
the State hud at the ovidentiary hearins and =it which they confrontsd Yiuiy-succensfully,
The new 1ied detector test 4o yhich *a 2 agrond is godas to heln Jimow, “e sh 1 ne
take one becauss af thge way hi;bnind *Jgrkgl.'mf\i;“ié sm aigié ﬁa%g.dgﬁamﬁ?%ﬁuxgb&w‘



