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I = Withholdings in C.A.75-1996 and re my PA requests B4 8/20/78

Imm.ummmummphw;,m»mommmwtb
FEI ofter I reportsd what Stoner had $old me sbout FRI informars trying to induce him
bnmﬁmuﬂum.cmmhiwmrhthmmwu
wmmmm"mwmm,mmmhmmtyﬁuum
meco. Ho records were provide! from the filos of those to vhom coples were sent., I have
not veceived responas to my repsatod vecueata for full compliance, Thers has been no
action of wiich I am aware on the apreal,

ummiwmwxmmmwnmnmwnmm

I went through sy own records, h=-cam1manbondﬂmwrmpndinudmtmuly.md
me}-m{m“m)mwmmwmtmmmnmw
Uhstltth.nﬂhamimhd.ulmeﬂlhﬁlhholﬂnnﬂ-hoput&nﬁuuﬁuincm—
mumuwumummxmnmmtmrmmmmmmmmm
Popartment's decision, which is apparent, hmﬂmth?ﬂ'-hﬁdmmthmph
uﬁqmm.lmmtmxmmmtmmm'oummm
relating to ms werv emtdrely false or deliberately distorted the providing of records
Mmﬁmw.mmxmmummmmdmmumdm
that a ter going on three ysare remain withheld.

The attached story from today's Weshington Post bears on all of this. Tt recounts
that the Tl had responeiddlity for the aesaults or Freedos Rdders in Alibeiia.

(Parenthetically, a former netuozk reporter told me lste last night, when we were
discussing other mntters, that Mo years ago his network knew the story of FEI Iaformer
Rowe and of t e then ongoing police investigation and opted nob %o report or loak into 1t.)

Booanulbouawauefthuunlmttompnmlddmhfmﬁm
for the Bkes office and for my wse ryou consider rroper in court in C.A4. 75-1996,

4t the time there was a federal neutrality act indictment for lanned invasion of
“aiti, about the sumper of 1969, “i1 and I were in Washingtom. ¥e had mtopped off to
Mtummm,hmmm&nm.bmmmhﬂorrwmhhm:
Vogel (4 Lewisoln and quite & social £igure in Vashington, well con:octed politically)
and Dians the secretary. Actually, thqmmhmnbougsotheoldhﬁynqum;
mhhoungnmmmhoﬁau.nmhnram.ih-n‘huumt’omdtomcu-g
th-indictmntlhldhil#h!ﬁnatapodintnrumﬂthmm
ch they 1aid out their plans for invading Hsiti. iouis sugzested that I
‘hliDJ.mlwmmucullcwhmqmwl'n.ahummtobenmt
axcited, Itukaamtoaudtaoﬂlbank.Hhmtm:fdidoelltheyam':mlmtok«mpn
2 p.z. cppointment at ISD, 41 snd I 344, Contrary to what the FEI'a fictions say the
¥ and asied if he could come up on “onday. I had toid him
the looal “A could have whatever I had because the stuff uss not eonfidential but he
n:!.d!nmnt.dtomup.IknnmmufthodotdlsofthoMemt»Inamtor
a copy of 1%. In the course of this, beczues the Stomer call was then recent, I also
told ISD that the D:pertment should b aware of tho acts of FEL informers as reprosented
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There is little doubt in my mind that the vigor md extresity ofuthe F5I's veavkion
accounts for the IS0 lawyor nover coming and that to protect Colntelpre 1t had to take
80ae such oxirems course as its viclous fabi®eaticns sbout =N

The pascing of time has not relieved what bothers the FiI because for part of
the period of these extreme mum-mmmumdmhd.mumnnqm
SaC thexe, (From thers, as I recli, hs wamt to “enphia, or the oiher way around, as 21C,)
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What this story includes sbout Rugene Mull Connor alwo 1a not new. ¥het 1t okeng
is that the man who was later head of the FII had %o have had iavolvoments with Convior,
Kelley wes Direator at tho tims the 199¢ cues was filed ard durdng L& eavlier stages.

Connor was investigated by the Senate ennmittos fop whioh I wovkad in 19%7, A2 7
mumllmmlmmmumyinintmﬂdmwlmcrhwﬂ:maulmm-m
The investigation wes of the brutal, al:ost fatnl flozAng of a eoll g wrofessor
usped Joe Gelders, Gsldera wes for sduoating blacks end other simdlar aubversions,
Connors, as I nmow recall, then wns ddrector of secwrity or whatcver thoy callsd thn n
cidaf cop of a U.3.5teel subaldiarvy, Tennesses Coal & Iren. His major function was to
prevent unionization. Cormor wes yesponrible for this and pther flondnes rd 1 beltave
wes 2 sadistic participent. In any eveat, there was no secret from anyone in the
Alabema FII about Commor's past, regardless of what he waz up to dontanpocumecusly,

As the roat story chows, the FII wus workdng with such peuple during the Freee
dom Rides. Actually, from what Stonsr %012 we sud alnce hms vmon partly sonfirmed,
1tmm.mrmmauumhmmuhhga. thun head ef the Alohema
Megmmy patrol or whatover the 3tsta Folice is cclled. Ge alse wam a virulent recist.
Yo wes friendly with Stomer, 30 he shoved Stoner the FBI raports va Mz, which made
identificetion of tho FHI's inforwers sduple for Stoner,

mdlafthumpumvmmmmmennﬁmnuudut%u
nnaalm-uaﬂmmuungtcmeummum.mmlmlponamm

(12 the f1gleaf of Hoower's dlateibe sgaiuet Hng 1s true, that sost southern
were not ;wlhem born, 4% i9 irrolernt bucauasd thay were anki-black, whiuh: was
‘s point.

1t 1s my recollection that therc sre lavss sad sigailicant wida s the records
from the Birminghas i Atlanta 7ield Offfces. The F37 aad both fre duio and oo what
he published what Ray hed weitten Fle wia Arthar fasos, Huie Fwa the FIL waat ha did
not publish. ‘u.ueomummumrmmmtmmmm,mmu
of eurrent iaterect frou doy'a fostiony wwlare the Jpurt sacessins. 4nls examla
ia that the man ho calle Raoul {hs ocalls Mn Bguel)was regiaterd at tho Travalodsn
Fotel in Mredaghen, I recall no imvestigstion to idontify this persen o7 kia wehicle,
“liewise in How Orlsens, thers was investieation of Raul ssquivel ror psriods of time
when llay wns mot in Few Orleans, mot when lay wes there, How my resortda; of Es.udvel
io ImpecUy 1s sccurate io that 1t recousts precisely what “erry “ohem had from Charlie
Stedn. loweverp Stein did not ieval fully with Cobens He did not got the phome pusber
whan be sav Pay uoe a poy pbone en youte to H.C. from Los ingoles. o got the phone
number from Ray in Ray'e oum writing whet, as yoo koow typieslly for Kay, Say wrote a
nymber for Stedn oo the back of that aliy of papers do rucords provided relate to any
Eenuivel investigntion as of that prriod of sixc or when Bay ister returned on L
trip on which ping wes killed, Yet there had besn oivil riyhte conplaints made arainat
Esquivol, n Stots Ymoper. (The poscdbility of a iimk: wimdiar to thoss in alsbans canngt
be entirely fgnored AT thers is wo proef of it, Sicdler ineidonts were plantifel in Le.,
whors atcn thoss not Yothurad by the FEL wers the Loendor lervees.ls vne ex-tomsuni-
ested ove: them.)

Sey, L beliove there i s FBI wetive for its continued withinoliing, whish extends
to the Depertmont.

It may interest you to know $hnt 1¢ wes gbout the iuc of iho Gelders/Con or
hearing ¢hat Sugo Mleck's aistery™irgicds Dure bicome intanatly interested in the
ccomdties's uoric, She aztended the hearisngs, read the galiey proofs and asked =n to
expladir the seaning of Lesringe elnest éally aftes they @ndod. She weo the driving
force bwhind the antd-poll fax drive, She wanted me to hoad that group. I ovited instoad
for the antl-Semi vork, sipsaial.y on caricls, that 1 4id i thpt period at'ter the
cotmd ttee. Ber hmsband, the l:te CLEfE Durr, was involved with Maog end vasibsa Park's
white lawyor, CLALf brake with Truman ever the "loyalty"® prografi und returned to Ala,
to reprosent clients whe had trouble getting lasyors,
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‘mation on the progress of two bus
loads of Freedom Riders through the
South in 1061 to the Birminfham,
Ala., police department 2ven though
it knew the departmeni had been in-
filtrated by the Ku Klux Klan, aceord:
ing to FB] documents released to the
American Civil Liberties Union,
Shortly before klansmen Inter-
cepted and burned one bus and se-
verely beat passengers on the other,
tHe chiel of the Birmingham FBI bu-
reau called a known klan agent in the
ipolice department to tell him of the
exacl location of the buses, the docu-
{ments show.

- Although more than a dozen mem-

32 ..

“ DETROIT—The FB] supplied infor-
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" bers of white hate groups were even-
tually churged in connection with the
“violence that day, the policeman pass-
ing information to the klan was never
charged. )

The FBI documents were released to
ACLU attorneys for Waller Bergman,
who says he was left partially para-
lyzed by the beating he received May
14, 1861, al the hands of the KKK in
Anniston, Ala,, 30 miles east of Bir-
mingham

Bergman, 78, a former Wayne State
University professor and Detroit

school board official, is suing the FBI.

for §1 million for allegedly failing to
prevent the Klan violence.

The 3,000 pages of FBl letters,

memos and teletypes clearly show that

- the FBI knew thal Sgt. Thomas Cook,

~of the BPD intelligence branch, was -

“passing information on the activities
of the civil rights workers directly to
“he top leadership of the klan.
t« An FBI informant who infiltrated
the klan identified Cook and then Bir-
;mingham Public Safety Director Eu-
“gene (Bull) Connor as conspiring with
an leadership to arrange for an at.
‘tack on the Freedom Riders as their
buses up. e
% reporiedly told the klan
Aeaders that police would nat be pres-
at the Greyhound and Traflways
bus terminals and that police would

"FBI Knew Policeman Was L

[y

allow klansmen 15 to 20 minutes to
beat the civil rights workers,

Light sentences were promised for
any klansman caught afterwards, se.
cording to the informant, Gary
Thomas Rowe Jr,, who was the FBI's
chiefl informant in Alabama from 1980
to 1966,

Connor, according to Rowe, told
klan officials to beat the Freedom
Riders “and make them look like a
bulldog got a hold of them."

In fact, news accounts and FBI re.
ports show that when the Trallways

bus arrived at the Birmingham term.-

nal. no police were present. Klansmen
attacked civil rights workers, news

eak to ,Em:.

photographers and reporters, beating
them with chains, pipes and baseball
bats.

Earlier that day, klansmen inter-
cepted the Greyvhound bus al Anni-
ston and set it on fire. Freedom Rid-
ers an the Trailways bus, including
Bergman, were also beaten, The Trail-
ways bus was allowed 1o continue to
Birmingham after the black passen-
Bers agreed to sit in the back.

Freedom Riders were beaten again

in Birmingham Rowe, the FBI's infor-
mant, was cut across the throat dur-
ing the fighting. Police made no ar-

‘rests at the scene.

Because of Rowe's double agent

on Freedo

role, the FBI knew at least 10 days be-
fore the attack in Birmingham that
Bgt. Cook was a klan agent. Cook was
instructed by Imperial Wizard Robert
Shelton to travel to Anniston to watch
for the buses and to notify the Bir-
mingham klan of their progress, Rowe
told the FBI.

Instead, Cook relied on the FBI to
keep track of the buses.

An FBI spokesman refused com-
ment on the charge.

Rowe's work as an FBI informani is
the subject of a claim against the FBI
for $2 million by the ACLU and the
family of slain civil rights worker Vi-
ola Liurzo,
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Rowe was in the car from which the
shots that killed Linzzo were fired. He
surfaced from his undercover FEI
role to testify in the trials of three
klansmen, whoe were eventually con-
victed of violating Liuzzo's civil
rights. The three were sentenced to 10
years,

Alabama authorities have recently
Teopened the mvestigation to deter
mine if Rowe also fired shots into the
Liuzzo car. < :

The Justice Department is also in-
vestigating whether Rowe was an
agent provocateur, helping to plan the
klan violence that he reported on to
the FBL




