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EDITORIALS.

Ruoting History

Is Leon Friedman, who along with Floyd Abrams and the
\merican Civil Liberties Union was counsel for this maga-
ine in Harper & Row v. Nation Enterprises, reports below,

‘ongress is on the brink of rectifying a serious copyright
rrong. Eight years after Harper & Row sued The Nation for
uoting without permission former President Gerald Ford'’s
orthcoming memoirs, the mainstream publishers have finally
ome to understand what Friedman, PEN American Center,

1e Organization of American Historians and others who ap-
eared as witnesses for or submitted amicus briefs on behalf
fThe Nation fried fo tell them all along. Namely, that to har-
is a small, dissenting magazine for publishing an article that
posed the deal behind Ford’s pardon of Richard Nixon,

sing Ford’s own facts and citing his own words, could lead

to broader intrusions on the work of Journalists, biographers
and historians at the cost of the free flow of ideas and the free
range of investigative journalism. '
At the time, the old boy network at the Association of
American Publishers backed Harper & Row’s request that the
courts forbid any use, fair or otherwise, of prepublication ma-
terial. Now even HarperCollins (Harper & Row’s successor)
has seen the error of its ways and supports with the A.A.P
the effort to get Congress to begin to repair the damage to
Jree inquiry. —The Editors

he historian’s craft may have been saved by a com-
promise, recently announced by Senator Paul Si-
mon, among writers, publishers and representatives
of the computer industry to amend the fair-use pro-
visions of the copyright law. What do the computer industry

- and copyright law have to do with the writing of history?



