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Plot thickens: Garrison 

stunned the nation in 1967 with 
claims that be had uncovered a 
conspiracy to kill the president. 

Before it was over, though, 
many friends and colleagues 
turned on Garrison, branding 
him irresponsible, paranoid and 
out of control, and soon even 
Garrison said he realized that his 
national image had become one 
of "a fool or a madman." 

By RICHARD DODDS 
Staff writer 

He fed a nation hungry for a 
better explanation of the assassi-
nation of President John F. 
Kennedy. 

There were headlines, mag-
azine covers and even a guest 
spot on "The Tonight Show" for 
former New Orleans District 
Attorney Jim Garrison after he 

Garrison and Costner But now one of the most 	DA in '68: actor in '90 

icavute 
may shine in movie 

inlluentiardirectors in Hollywood 
is working on a movie that could 
paint an entirely different picture 
of Garrison. 

Writer-director Oliver Stone 
has quietly slipped in and out of 
New Orleans for the past two 
years researching a movie project 
shrouded in secrecy, but that 
apparently will have Garrison as 
its central character. 

Stone is tight-lipped about the  

project, but recent Stone movies 
such as "Platoon," "Wall Street" 
and "Born on the Fourth of July" 
indicate that the safe, establish-
ment point of view is not for him. 

That Stone may cast Garrison 
in a heroic light became even 
more plausible when People mag-
azine and USA Today both re-
cently reported that Kevin 
Costner, the sensitive young star 
of "Dances With Wolves," is all  

but signed to play Garrison. 
As movie-goers may now think 

of Earl K. Long as a lovable 
scoundrel who looks like Paul 
Newman, thanks to the movie 
"Blaze," Costner's boyish ear-
nestness may become the na-
tion's lasting image of Garrison. 

"Costner is such a wide-eyed 
all-American boy. Garrison never 
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