
stu
n

n
ed

 th
e n

ation
 in

 1967 w
ith

 
claim

s th
at h

e h
ad

 u
n

covered
 a 

con
sp

iracy to k
ill th

e p
resid

en
t 

B
efo

re it w
a

s o
v

er, th
o

u
g

h
, 

m
a
n

y
 frien

d
s a

n
d

 co
llea

g
u

es 
tu

rn
ed

 o
n

 G
a
rriso

n
, b

ra
n

d
in

g
 

h
im

 irresp
on

sib
le, p

aran
oid

 an
d

 
o
u

t o
f co

n
tro

l, a
n

d
 so

o
n

 ev
en

 
G

arrison
 said

 h
e realized

 th
at h

is 
n

ation
al im

age h
ad

 b
ecom

e on
e 

of "
a fool or a m

ad
m

an
."

 
G

a
rriso

n
 a

n
d

 C
o

stn
er 

B
u

t n
o
w

 o
n

e
 o

f th
e
 m

o
st 	

D
A

 in '68: actor in '90 

the 'alasA
w

eF
icaptie 

Cie 

D
' 	

Y
  
 

 

1
5
5
T

H
 Y

E
A

H
 N

O
. 1

2
 3

5
 C

E
N

T
S

 

P
lo

t th
ick

en
s: G

arrison m
ay shine in m

ovie 
S

y R
IC

H
A

R
D

 D
O

D
O

S
 

S
ta

ff w
riter 

H
e fed

 a n
ation

 h
u

n
gry for a 

b
etter exp

lan
ation

 of th
e assassi-

n
a
tio

n
 o

f P
resid

en
t J

o
h

n
 F

. 
K

ennedy. 
T

h
ere w

ere h
ea

d
lin

es, m
a

g
-

a
zin

e co
v
ers a

n
d

 ev
en

 a
 g

u
est 

sp
ot on

 "
T

h
e T

on
igh

t S
h

ow
"

 for 
fo

rm
er N

ew
 O

rlea
n

s D
istrict 

A
ttorn

ey Jim
 G

arrison
 after h

e  

influential directors in H
ollyw

ood 
is w

ork
in

g on
 a m

ovie th
at cou

ld
 

paint an entirely different picture 
of G

arrison. 
W

riter-d
irector O

liver S
ton

e 
h

as q
u

ietly slip
p

ed
 in

 an
d

 ou
t of 

N
ew

 O
rlea

n
s fo

r th
e p

a
st tw

o
 

years researching a m
ovie project 

sh
ro

u
d

ed
 in

 secrecy
, b

u
t th

a
t 

ap
p

aren
tly w

ill h
ave G

arrison
 as 

its central character. 
S

ton
e is tigh

t-lip
p

ed
 ab

ou
t th

e  

p
roject, b

u
t recen

t S
ton

e m
ovies 

su
ch

 as "
P

latoon
,"

 "
W

all S
treet"

 
and "B

orn on the F
ourth of July" 

in
d

icate th
at th

e safe, estab
lish

-
m

en
t p

oin
t of view

 is n
ot for h

im
. 

T
h

at S
ton

e m
ay can

t G
arrison

 
in

 a
 h

ero
ic lig

h
t b

eca
m

e ev
en

 
m

ore p
lau

sib
le w

h
en

 P
eop

le m
ag-

azin
e an

d
 U

S
A

 T
od

ay b
oth

 re-
c
e
n

tly
 r

e
p

o
r
te

d
 th

a
t K

e
v

in
 

C
oatn

er, th
e sen

sitive you
n

g star 
of "

D
an

ces W
ith

 W
olves,"

 is all  

but signed to play G
arrison. 

A
s m

ovie-goers m
ay n

ow
 th

in
k

 
o

f E
a

rl K
. L

o
n

g
 a

s a
 lo

v
a

b
le 

sco
u

n
d

rel w
h

o
 lo

o
k

s lik
e P

a
u

l 
N

ew
m

a
n

, th
a
n

k
s to

 th
e m

o
v
ie 

"
B

laze,"
 C

ostn
er's b

oyish
 ear-

n
estn

ess m
a
y
 b

eco
m

e th
e n

a
-

tion's lasting im
age of G

arrison. 
"

C
ostn

er is su
ch

 a w
id

e-eyed
 

all-A
rnerican boy. G

arrison never 

S
ee G

A
R

R
IS

O
N

, A
-6

 

G
a
rriso

n
 

F
rom

 R
asp

s 1 

▪
 

h
a
d

 th
e g

o
o
d

y
 tw

o
-sh

o
es a

u
ra

 
a
b

o
u

t h
im

,"
 sa

id
 R

o
sem

a
ry

 
- Jam

es, a form
er rep

orter for T
h

e 
• 

N
ew

 O
rlea

n
s S

ta
tes-Item

, w
h

o
 

h
elp

ed
 b

reak
 th

e story of G
arri-

son
's in

vestigation
 in

 1967. 
E

lected
 d

istrict a
tto

rn
ey

 in
 

1
9
6
2
. G

a
rriso

n
 w

a
s a

 p
o
p

u
la

r, 
colorfu

l p
olitician

 w
h

o m
ad

e n
a-

tio
n

a
l h

ea
d

lin
es w

h
en

 h
e w

en
t 

- p
u

b
lic w

ith
 h

is in
vestigation

 in
to 

th
e K

en
n

ed
y assassin

ation
. 

A
cco

rd
in

g
 to

 G
a

rriso
n

, L
ee 

H
a

rv
ey

 O
sw

a
ld

 —
 w

h
o

m
 th

e 
W

arren
 C

om
m

ission
 id

en
tified

 as 
K

en
n

ed
y's lon

e assassin
 —

 w
as 

on
e of several red

 h
errin

gs in
tro-

d
u

ced
 b

y
 a

 fa
ctio

n
 o

f th
e C

IA
 

w
ork

in
g w

ith
 an

ti-C
astro C

u
b

an
 

exiles. G
arrison

 h
as w

ritten
 seve-

ral b
ook

s on
 th

e su
b

ject, an
d

 film
 

rig
h

ts to
 th

e m
a
st recen

t, th
e 

1989 "
O

n
 th

e T
rail of th

e A
ssas- 

sin
s 	

M
y

 In
v

estig
a

tio
n

 a
n

d
 

P
ro

secu
tio

n
 o

f th
e M

u
rd

er o
f 

P
r
e
sid

e
n

t K
e
n

n
e
d

y
,"

 w
e
r
e
 

b
o

u
g

h
t b

y
 S

to
n

e's p
ro

d
u

ctio
n

 
com

pany. 
L

ast w
eek

, a sp
ok

esw
om

an
 at 

S
to

n
e's o

ffice in
 H

o
lly

w
o
o
d

 
w

ouldn't com
m

ent on the project. 
B

u
t K

ristin
 H

are r-alced
ed

 th
at 

N
ew

 O
rlean

s location
s are b

ein
g 

scou
ted

 an
d

 local actors are b
ein

g 
cast in

 em
ail roles. 

A
ccord

in
g to several sou

rces, 
film

in
g w

ill b
egin

 in
 N

ew
 O

rlean
s 

in
 M

ay or Ju
n

e. D
allas w

ill b
e an

-
oth

er location
, 

A
p

p
a
ren

tly
 o

n
ly

 a
 select few

 
h

a
v

e seen
 th

e screen
p

la
y

 b
y

 
S

to
n

e, w
h

o
 w

o
n

 a
n

 A
ca

d
em

y
 

A
w

a
rd

 fo
r th

e V
ietn

a
m

 W
a

r 
d

ram
a "

P
latoon

."
 

"
T

h
ey call it 'P

roject X
,' "

 said
 

a local crew
 m

em
b

er, w
h

o said
 h

e 
w

o
u

ld
 b

e fired
 if h

is n
a
m

e w
a
s 

u
sed

. 
O

n
e N

ew
 O

rlean
ian

 w
h

o says 
h

e h
a

s rea
d

 th
e screen

p
la

y
 is 

G
arrison

, 69, n
ow

 a ju
d

ge on
 th

e 
4th C

ircuit C
ourt of A

ppeal. 
E

ven
 h

e can
't say m

u
ch

. W
h

en
 

G
arrison

 sold
 S

ton
e th

e righ
ts to 

h
is b

o
o
k

, h
e sig

n
ed

 a
 co

n
tra

ct 
p

ro
h

ib
itin

g
 h

im
 fro

m
 ta

lk
in

g
 

ab
ou

t th
e m

ovie. 
H

e's n
ot h

ap
p

y ab
ou

t th
at "

b
e-

ca
u

se I'm
 n

o
t rea

lly
 g

rea
t a

t 
k

eep
in

g a secret, esp
ecially ab

ou
t 

som
eth

in
g as excitin

g as th
is, es-

p
ecially com

in
g ou

t in
 you

r ow
n

 
h

om
e tow

n
."

 
B

u
t G

a
rriso

n
 is n

o
t en

tirely
 

closed
-m

ou
th

ed
. 

Y
es, h

e sa
id

, it's h
is u

n
d

er-
stan

d
in

g th
at C

ostn
er w

ou
ld

 p
or-

tray h
im

 ("
a first-class selection

,"
 

said
 G

arrison
) an

d
 th

at h
e w

ou
ld

 
b

e th
e cen

tral ch
aracter. 

B
u

t h
e said

 it is w
ron

g to say,  

as som
e h

ave, th
at th

e m
ovie w

ill 
focu

s on
 th

e late C
lay S

h
aw

, d
i-

rector of th
e In

tern
ation

al T
rad

e 
M

a
r
t, w

h
a
m

 G
a
r
r
is

o
n

 
u

n
su

ccessfu
lly

 p
ro

secu
ted

 fo
r 

con
sp

irin
g to k

ill K
en

n
ed

y. 
"

It's b
igger th

an
 th

at,"
 G

arri-
so

n
 sa

id
. "

T
h

e su
b

ject is th
e 

m
urder of Jack K

ennedy." 
G

arrison
 said

 h
e h

as m
et w

ith
 

S
ton

e th
ree or fou

r tim
es a year 

for tw
o years. H

e called
 th

e fin
-

ish
ed

 screen
p

la
y
 "

a
 b

ea
u

tifu
l 

job." 
G

arrison
 said

 S
ton

e also p
u

r-
ch

a
sed

 rig
h

ts to
 sev

era
l o

th
er 

b
o
o
k

s a
b

o
u

t th
e a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
, 

m
ain

ly as a h
ed

ge again
st law

-
su

its. In
 ad

d
ition

 to G
arrison

's 
b

ook
, h

e said
 on

e oth
er b

ook
, th

e 
1989 "

C
rossfire —

 T
h

e P
lot T

h
at 

K
illed

 K
en

n
ed

y
"

 b
y
 W

illia
m

 
M

a
rra

, w
o
u

ld
 receiv

e screen
 

cred
it as a sou

rce. T
h

at b
ook

 is a 
review

 of conspiracy theories. 
D

oes th
e screen

p
lay closely fol-

low
 th

e con
sp

iracy th
eories th

at 
G

arrison
 p

rom
otes in

 h
is b

ook
? 

"
I cou

ld
n

't say th
at w

ith
ou

t vio-
latin

g th
e con

tract,"
 h

e said
. B

u
t 

h
e w

ou
ld

 say th
at it "

closely fol-
low

s" his book. 
A

n
d

 it's n
o violation

 for h
im

 to 
say ju

st h
ow

 m
u

ch
 h

e lik
es it. 

"
I'm

 h
ap

p
y w

ith
 th

e scrip
t, n

ot 
so m

u
ch

 b
ecau

se it b
u

ild
s m

e u
p

 
in

 an
y p

articu
lar w

ay, b
ecau

se 
th

in
k

 it's m
o
re o

b
jectiv

e th
a
n

  

th
at. I'm

 h
ap

p
y w

ith
 th

e scrip
t 

because it's a m
agnificent job and 

to
 b

e a
sso

cia
ted

 w
ith

 a
 g

u
y
 o

f 
th

is calib
er is a real exp

erien
ce. 

It's lik
e h

avin
g a E

u
gen

e O
'N

eill 
w

rite it." 
B

u
t o

th
ers w

h
o
 reca

ll G
a
r-

riso
n

's in
v

estig
a

tio
n

 sa
y

 th
ey

 
h

o
p

e S
to

n
e ta

k
es a

 critica
l a

p
-

proach. 
"

C
la

y
 S

h
a

w
 w

a
s a

 d
ecen

t 
h

u
m

an
 b

ein
g an

d
 a lot of u

s felt 
h

is life w
as ru

in
ed

 b
y som

eon
e 

w
h

o w
as rath

er irresp
on

sib
le,"

 
Jam

es said. 
N

o
 m

a
tter w

h
ich

 sid
e o

f th
e 

fen
ce p

eop
le fou

n
d

 th
em

selves on
 

d
u

rin
g
 th

e co
n

tro
v
ersy

, m
o
st 

agree th
at th

e story cou
ld

 b
e th

e 
m

eat of a fascin
atin

g m
ovie. 

"
I th

in
k

 if th
ey sh

ow
 a d

istrict 
attorn

ey w
ork

in
g again

st alm
ost 

im
p

ossib
le od

d
s, an

d
 th

ey sh
ow

 
G

arrison
's stren

gth
s as w

ell as 
h

is w
ea

k
n

esses, so
m

eo
n

e w
h

o
 

w
en

t off th
e d

eep
 en

d
 at tim

es, I 
th

in
k

 it can
 b

e an
 excellen

t p
ro-

duction," said W
illiam

 A
lford Jr., 

w
h

o w
as fresh

 ou
t of law

 sch
ool 

w
h

en
 h

e join
ed

 G
arrison

's office 
a

s a
n

 a
ssista

n
t d

u
rin

g
 th

e co
n

-
spiracy investigation. 

"
B

u
t if th

ey
 ju

st g
o
 in

 w
ith

 
G

arrison
 on

 a w
h

ite h
orse, an

d
 

th
a

t's w
h

a
t 1

 th
o

u
g

h
t w

h
en

 I 
h

eard
 ab

ou
t it, it's goin

g ‘,.2 b
e a 

fairy tale
." 


