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-- D
irector O

liver S
tone's `JF

K
' m

ovie is causing quite a big stir 

K
e
vin

 C
o
stn

e
r, ce

n
te

r, p
la

ys D
A

 Jim
 G

a
rris

o
n

 in
 O

liv
e
r S

to
n

e
's

 ' J
F

K
. 

B
y
 B

e
rn

a
rd

 W
e
ln

ra
u

b
 

T
h

e
 N

ew
 Y

ork Tim
es 

T
w

enty-eight years after the 

killing of John F
. K

ennedy, 

a film
 by O

liver S
tone about 

the assassination has touched off a 

w
a
ve

 o
f co

n
tro

ve
rsy a

n
d
 a

ccu
sa

-

tio
n
s in

vo
lvin

g
 b

o
th

 th
e
 m

o
vie

's 

co
n
clu

sio
n
s a

n
d
 th

e
 w

a
y th

e
 film

 

w
as m

ade. 
F

ilm
 e

xe
cu

tive
s sa

y th
e
 th

re
e
-

' h
o
u
r 

"J
F

K
" 

m
o
v
ie

, w
h
ic

h
 is

 

scheduled to be released nationally 

on D
ec. 20, w

ill be the m
ost w

idely 

discussed m
ovie of the C

hristm
as 

se
a
so

n
. T

h
e
 m

o
vie

 sta
rs K

e
vin

 

C
ostner. 
H

o
llyw

o
o
d
 is n

e
rvo

u
s a

b
o
u
t th

e
 

season because an array of expen-

sive
 film

s, like
 "JF

K
," a

re
 b

e
in

g
 

released, w
hile box-office receipts 

h
a
v
e
 p

lu
m

m
e
te

d
 o

v
e
r th

e
 la

s
t 

y
e
a
r. T

h
e
 film

's
 p

ro
d
u
c
e
rs

 a
re

 

plainly uneasy about the audience 

re
a
ctio

n
 to

 "JF
K

." 
A

t issu
e
 in

 th
e
 film

, w
ritte

n
 b

y 

S
tone and 

Z
a
ch

a
ry S

kla
r, is th

e
 

co
n
te

n
tio

n
 th

a
t th

e
 a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
 

w
as the result of a conspiracy and 

th
a
t th

e
 W

a
rre

n
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 w

a
s 

w
ro

n
g
 in

 its co
n
clu

sio
n
 th

a
t L

e
e
 

H
arvey O

sw
ald acted alone. 

T
he fact that the m

ovie, budget-

ed at $35 m
illion to $40 m

illion, fea-

tures C
ostner, one of the top stars 

in• H
ollyw

ood, and is supported by 

o
n
e
 o

f th
e
 m

o
re

 p
re

stig
io

u
s stu

-

dios, W
arner B

ros., adds consider-

a
b
le

 w
e
ig

h
t to

 th
e
 im

p
a
ct o

f th
e
 

film
's th

e
sis, w

h
ich

 p
re

se
n
ts th

e
  killing as a conspiracy but does not 

p
in

p
o
in

t th
e
 co

n
sp

ira
to

rs. 
C

o
stn

e
r p

la
ys Jim

 G
a
rriso

n
, th

e
 

d
istrict a

tto
rn

e
y o

f N
e
w

 O
rle

a
n
s in

 

the late 1960s, w
hose investigation 

and assertions about a conspiracy 

w
e
re

, critics sa
id

, fra
u
d
u
le

n
t a

n
d
 

d
rive

n
 b

y a
 d

e
sire

 
for p

u
b
licity. 

"W
e
 d

e
scrib

e
 th

e
 fo

rce
s a

t p
la

y 

a
t th

a
t tim

e
," S

to
n
e
 sa

id
 in

 a
 te

le
-

p
h
o
n
e
 in

te
rv

ie
w

. "F
ro

m
 th

o
s
e
 

forces you can draw
 your ow

n con-

clusidn. W
e deal to a large degree 

w
ith

 w
h
y K

e
n
n
e
d
y w

a
s kille

d
 a

n
d
 

th
e
 p

o
licy sp

lits th
e
n
 a

b
o
u
t C

u
b
a
, 

V
ie

tn
a
m

 a
n
d
 L

a
o
s." 

S
tone said the conspirators w

ere 

le
ft a

m
b
ig

u
o
u
s. 

"I h
o
p
e
 p

e
o
p
le

 w
ill re

sp
o
n
d
," h

e
 

said. "
1 th

in
k p

e
o
p
le

 sm
e
ll a

 ra
t in

 

th
e
 W

a
rre

n
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
. M

y film
 

ce
rta

in
ly o

p
e
n
s th

e
 flo

o
rb

o
a
rd

s 

and looks into the vipers' nest and 

raises serious questions about the 

W
arren C

om
m

ission. W
hether you 

a
cce

p
t m

y co
n
clu

sio
n
 is n

o
t th

e
 

p
o
in

t. W
e
 w

a
n
t p

e
o
p
le

 to
 e

xa
m

in
e
 

th
is." 
A

ske
d
 if h

e
 w

a
s n

e
rvo

u
s a

b
o
u
t 

th
e
 im

p
a
ct o

f th
e
 film

 o
n
 th

e
 co

u
n
-

try, S
to

n
e
 re

p
lie

d
: "A

m
 I sca

re
d
?
 

Y
e
s, I'm

 sca
re

d
." 
•
 

B
e
yo

n
d
 th

e
 q

u
e
stio

n
s a

b
o
u
t th

e
 

film
's a

sse
rtio

n
s, w

h
ich

 h
a
ve

 been 

criticized for m
onths in T

he W
ash- 

in
g
to

n
 P

o
st, T

im
e
 m

a
g
a
zin

e
 a

n
d
 

o
th

e
r p

u
b
lica

tio
n
s, a

re
 co

n
tro

ve
r-

sy a
b
o
u
t w

h
a
t S

to
n
e
's critics ca

ll 

th
e
 u

se
 o

f m
u
scle

 to
 th

w
a
rt p

o
te

n
-

tia
lly co

m
p
e
titive

 film
s a

b
o
u
t th

e
 

a
ssa

ssin
a
tio

n
 fro

m
 a

p
p
e
a
rin

g
 a

t 

th
e
 sa

m
e
 tim

e
 a

s h
is o

w
n
 m

o
vie

. 

F
o
r S

to
n
e
, w

h
o
 re

lish
e
s co

n
tro

-

versy but prides him
self for his tol-

e
ra

n
ce

 fo
r fre

e
d
o
m

 o
f e

xp
re

ssio
n
, 

th
e
 a

ccu
sa

tio
n
s ra

n
kle

. 
T

he m
ain allegation is that S

tone 

and his agents, the C
reative A

rtists 

A
g
e
n
cy, trie

d
 to

 th
w

a
rt p

ro
d
u
ctio

n
  

th
e
 p

ro
d
u
ctio

n
 o

f "L
ib

ra
," th

e
 film

 

is . e
xp

e
cte

d
 to

 sta
rt p

ro
d
u
ctio

n
 in

 

A
p
ril. 

It is the contention of P
ollock and 

se
ve

ra
l o

th
e
rs a

t th
e
 in

d
e
p
e
n
d
e
n
t 

c
o
m

p
a
n
y
 th

a
t th

e
 "L

ib
ra

" film
 

w
a
s virtu

a
lly in

 p
la

ce
 w

h
e
n
 it u

n
-

ra
ve

le
d
 u

n
d
e
r p

re
ssu

re
. 

P
o
llo

ck sa
id

 th
a
t a

fte
r th

e
 film

's 

o
rig

in
a
l 	

d
ire

cto
r, 	

Jonathan 

D
em

m
e, dropped out, a second di-

re
cto

r, P
h
il Jo

a
n
o
u
, a

 risin
g
 2

9
-

ye
a
r-o

ld
 film

m
a
ke

r, b
e
ca

m
e
 in

-

vo
lve

d
 in

 th
e
 p

ro
je

ct. 
B

u
t a

fte
r S

to
n
e
 h

a
d
 a

 co
n
ve

rsa
-

tio
n
 w

ith
 Jo

a
n
o
u
 —

 th
e
 tw

o
 m

e
n
 

a
re

 clie
n
ts o

f th
e
 C

re
a
tive

 A
rtists 

A
g
e
n
c
y
 —

 th
e
 y

o
u
n
g
 d

ire
c
to

r 

dropped out. 
A

t the sam
e tim

e, H
om

e B
ox O

f-

fice
, w

h
ich

 e
xp

re
sse

d
 in

te
re

st in
 

th
e
 p

ro
je

c
t, a

ls
o
 d

ro
p
p
e
d
 o

u
t, 

la
rg

e
ly b

e
ca

u
se

 H
B

O
 is o

w
n
e
d
 b

y 

T
im

e
 W

a
rn

e
r, H

B
O

 sa
id

. W
a
rn

e
r 

B
ro

s. is p
ro

d
u
cin

g
 "JF

K
." 

S
to

n
e
 a

n
d
 C

A
A

 d
e
n
y th

a
t a

n
y 

p
re

ssu
re

 w
a
s p

u
t o

n
 Jo

a
n
o
u
. A

n
d
 

Joanou said: "T
his w

hole thing has 

been blow
n w

ay out of proportion. I 

w
a
s
 s

e
n
t th

e
 s

c
rip

t o
f 'L

ib
ra

.' I 

fo
u
n
d
 th

e
 su

b
je

ct m
a
tte

r in
te

re
st-

in
g
. I w

a
s to

yin
g
 w

ith
 th

e
 id

e
a
." 

B
u
t a

fte
r re

a
d
in

g
 a

 re
w

ritte
n
 

ve
rsio

n
 o

f th
e
 scre

e
n
p
la

y, Jo
a
n
o
u
 

s
a
id

, "I fe
lt th

is
 w

a
s
n
't th

e
 rig

h
t 

film
 fo

r m
e
." 

of "Libra," a film
 based on the D

on 

D
eLillo novel about O

sw
ald. S

tone 

a
n
d
 th

e
 a

g
e
n
cy stro

n
g
ly d

e
n
y a

n
y 

su
ch

 e
ffo

rts w
e
re

 m
a
d
e
. 

"O
live

r S
to

n
e
 w

a
n
te

d
 to

 m
a
ke

 

sure he had the only m
ovie com

ing 

out on the assassination, and he d
id

 

w
h
a
t h

e
 h

a
d
 to

 d
o
 to

 in
su

re
 th

a
t," 

s
a
id

 D
a
le

 P
o
llo

c
k
, p

re
s
id

e
n
t o

f 

A
&

M
 film

s, w
h
ich

 o
w

n
s th

e
 film

 

rig
h
ts to

 th
e
 critica

lly a
ccla

im
e
d
 

D
e
L
illo

 b
o
o
k, w

h
ich

 is a
 fictio

n
a
l 

e
xp

lo
ra

tio
n
 o

f O
sw

a
ld

. 
A

fte
r co

n
sid

e
ra

b
le

 tu
rm

o
il o

ve
r 
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