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H
ow

 could a direr lin possibly entrust the 
opening gam

 bit. that allam
purlant first Im

-
pression, to the hands of a toted strunger? 
E

a
sily. T

itlin
g

 is lite
ra

lly th
e

 Ia
si th
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prufessem
ats m

ight approach personal shop• 
p
e
n
: w

ith
 n

o
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e
 to

 sp
a
re

, a
n
d
 e

ve
n
 le

ss 
rash. 

T
h
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 title
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b
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o
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11, 41110 11111 11 	
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1
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1
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1
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.11.0, 

m
um

 lines days, and, relit ively speaking, fur 
pennies. T

he fen fur designer titles rungee 
from

 525,000 to 1.50.00a, • drop in the average 
siudiu m

ovie's S
25 m

illion bucket. B
ut "m

any 

G
ill' n

o
, I 	

m
.  h

e
t to

n
. actim

ilt L
, all lire 

C171.11■M
5 S

he 34,1111.:: b
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threcloriaa  

w
ords, rather than the w

ords ihem
srives 

"S
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f
*
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O
liver Stone, U

nder F
ire O

ver the K
illing of J.F

.K
. ..:7 

B
y R

IC
H

A
R

D
 B

E
R

N
S

T
E

IN
 

N
E

W
 O

R
LE

A
N

S
 

A
M

E
L
O

T
 P

R
O

D
U

C
T

IO
N

S
' R

E
-

search departm
ent is on the sec. 

and floor of a shabby form
er bus 

d
e
p
o
t o

n
 A

rm
u
n
cla

ilo
n
 S

tre
e
t, a

 
fe

w
 m

in
u

te
s' d

rive
 fro

m
 w

h
e

re
 

O
live

r S
to

n
e
 is film

in
g
 h

is co
n
tro

ve
rsia

l tn
. 

te
rp

re
n

tio
n

 o
f th

e
 a

ssa
ssin

e
tkm

 o
f Jo

h
n

 F
. 

kennedy. T
he full 20 volum

es of the W
arren 

C
O

M
M

IA
SIO

TI h
e

a
rin

g
s o

ccu
p

y a
 m

e
ta

l sh
e

ll 
alongside sevenl books that see the P

resi-
dent's assassination, on N

ov. 22, 1063, as part 
nil a conspiracy and the W

arren report as a 
G

overnm
ent cover-up. T

here Is a videotape 
lib

ra
ry; th

e
re

 a
re

 co
p

ie
s o

f C
o

n
g

re
ssio

n
a

l 
investigations, C

.IA
. reports, X

eroxed m
aga. 

sine articles from
 20 years ago. 

M
r. S

to
n

e
, th

e
 w

rite
r-d

ire
cto

r o
f "P

ia
. 

to
o

n
," "B

o
rn

 o
n

 th
e

 F
o

u
rth

 o
f Ju

ly" a
n

d
, 

m
ost recently, "T

he D
oors," has suggested ■ 

task to the research departm
ent, H

is purpose 
Is clear. 

M
onths before release at his new

 m
ovie, 

w
ritte

n
 b

y M
r. S

to
n
e
 a

n
d
 Z

a
ch

a
ry S

id
e
r -

in
d
e
e
d
, w

e
ll b

e
fo

re
 film

in
g
 Is fin

ish
e
d
 —

 
1JF

K
" has com

e under assault. T
here have 

been articles in T
he W

ashington P
oet, T

im
e, 

the C
hicago T

ribune and T
he T

im
ee-P

ice-
une of N

ew
 O

rle
a
n
s, a

ll a
rg

u
in

g
 th

a
t M

r. 
S

to
n

e
's film

 is g
o

in
g

 to
 b

e
 b

a
se

d
 o

n
 w

h
a

t 
T

im
e

 ca
lle

d
 "th

e
 fa

r-o
u

t frin
g

e
" o

f co
n

sp
ir-

acy theories 
T

h
e
 th

e
o
ry, sp

e
cifica

lly, Is th
a
t o

f Jim
 

G
a
rriso

n
, th

e
 D

istrict A
tto

rn
e
y o

f N
e
w

 O
r-

le
a
n
s In

 th
e
 la

te
 1

9
6
0
's w

h
o
 p

u
t • lo

ca
l 

businessm
en on trial in 196a for plotting w

ith 
L

e
e

 H
a

rve
y O

sw
a

ld
 a

n
d

 o
th

e
rs to

 kill th
e

 
P

resident. (T
he jury decided on a not-guilty 

ve
rd

ict a
fte

r le
ss th

a
n

 a
n

 h
o

u
r o

f d
e

lib
e

ra
-

tion) M
r. G

arrison's hypothesis w
as "zany," 

T
he W

ashington P
ost has charged. T

he dis-
trict attorney him

self, according to an article 
In T

he T
im

es.P
icayune, knew

 that his case 
a

m
o

u
n

te
d

 to
 n

o
th

in
g

, b
u

t h
e

 cyn
ica

lly p
u

r-
sped it in get publicity. In short, the P

ectin" 
don Is that O

liver S
tone doesn't know

 w
hat he 

taking about In hia Illm
, w

hich stars K
evin 

co
stn

e
r a

s M
r. G

a
rriso

n
. G

a
ry O

ld
m

a
n
 a

s 
S

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald and T

om
m

y Lee Jones 
, 	

ifs C
lay S

haw
, the accused businessm

en, 
u. 	

M
r. S

tone has been fighting back, answ
er- 

: 	
ib

g
 h

is critics In
 le

tte
rs a

n
d
 a

rticle
s. A

n
d
 

in N
ew

 O
rleans, he w

ants to show
 that 

I
 
4

0
 h

is "JF
K

" d
o
e
s n

o
t sp

rin
g
 fu

ll-b
lo

w
n
 n

o
t o

f 
7

.2
 ib

m
e

 p
a

ra
n

o
id

, co
n

sp
ira

cy-th
e

o
ry Im

e
g

in
a

. 
• 

lio
n
. E

ve
ry p

o
in

t, e
ve

ry a
rg

u
m

e
n
t, e

ve
ry 

d
e
ta

il In
 th

e
 m

o
vie

, h
e
 sa

ys, h
a
s b

e
e
n
 re

-
-.0

  searched, can be docum
ented and La justified. 

"I d
id

n
't w

a
n
t to

 m
a
ke

 a
 m

o
vie

 o
f th

e
 

G
a

rriso
n

 b
o

o
k o

n
ly." h

e
 sa

id
. "lie

 Is th
e

 
protagonist, but the book ends essentially in 
1969, and I w

anted to push the m
ovie into the 

new
 ground that w

as uncovered after 1969 
and pre."60 —

 the autopsies, the bullets, the 
w

ork 	
o

th
e

r re
se

a
rch

e
rs S

o
, I've

 ta
ke

n
 

dram
atic license. It is not a true story per se. 

It Is n
o

t th
e

 Jim
 G

a
rriso

n
 sto

ry, it is a
 film

 
ca

lle
d
 'JF

K
.' It e

xp
lo

re
s a

ll th
e
 p

o
ssib

le
 

scenarios of w
hy K

ennedy w
as killed, w

ho 
kille

d
 h

im
 a

n
d

 w
h

y." 
M

r. S
tone notes w

hat others have noted 
before him

 —
 that rarely, if ever, has a m

ovie 
attracted such assault before anybody has 
te

e
n
 It, e

ve
n
 b

e
fo

re
 m

o
st o

f It h
a
d
 b

e
e
n
 

film
e
d
. P

erhaps O
de Is not surprising. F

or 
nearly 30 years, the K

ennedy assassination 
has provoked intense debate betw

een those 
convinced that K

ennedy w
as killed by Lee 

H
ervey O

sw
ald acting alone and those w

ho 

M
an R

l0w
w

satry H
r. V

at Tow
n 

b
e
lie

ve
 K

e
n
n
e
d
y w

a
s kille

d
 a

s p
a
rt o

f a
 

co
n

sp
ira

cy —
 p

e
rh

a
p

s b
y a

g
e

n
ts o

f F
id

e
l 

C
astro, m

aybe by anti-C
astro C

ubans. S
om

e 
have accum

ulated evidence supposedly indi-
cating that the M

afia w
as behind the m

urder. 
O

thers think it w
as the C

entral Intelligence 
A

gency, w
hich, the theory goes, w

anted to 
forestall an effort by K

ennedy to m
ake peace 

w
ith C

astro and w
ithdraw

 from
 V

ietnam
. 

•
 

"W
h

e
n

 a
ctu

a
lly h

a
p

p
e

n
s in

 th
e

 m
o

vie
 Is 

th
a

t yo
u

 se
e

 d
iffe

re
n

t a
ce

n
a

rlo
s, d

iffe
re

n
t 

possible conclusions," M
r. S

tone la
id

, com
-

paring the m
ovie m

ore 10 'he 1051 Japanese 
d
e
sa

lt "R
a
sh

o
m

o
n
." In

 w
h
ich

 th
e
 sa

m
e
 

e
ve

n
t is se

e
n

 frn
m

 se
ve

ra
l p

o
in

ts o
f vie

w
, 

th
a

n
 to

 a
 stra

ig
h

tfo
rw

a
rd

, u
n

e
q

u
ivo

ca
l d

e
-

fense of any particular theory. A
t the sam

e 
tim

e, how
ever, M

r. S
tone m

akes clear that 
h
e
 h

im
se

lf stro
n
g
ly fa

vo
rs th

e
 co

n
sp

ira
cy 

H
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theory and rejects the W
arren C

om
m

ission 
findings 

"If th
e

 m
o

vie
 is co

l th
e
 w

a
y I th

in
k It's 

g
o

in
g

 to
 b

e
 cu

t. a
n

d
 if yo

u
 a

re
 a

 n
e

u
tra

l 
p

e
rso

n
, I th

in
k yo

u
 w

ill le
a

ve
 th

e
 th

e
a

te
r 

ready to think about things, and, I hope, to 
rethink them

, and m
aybe logo back and read 

som
e m

ore and begin to w
onder about som

e 
of the givens, som

e of the sacred cow
l, som

e 
o

f th
e

 o
fficia

l sto
ry," M

r. S
to

n
e

 sa
id

 "B
e

-
cause that's w

hat I think the W
arren C

om
-

m
issio

n
 is. le

a
 A

m
e

rica
'. o

fficia
l m

o
ry " 

T
h

e
 n

e
g

a
tive

 a
rticle

' a
b

o
u

t "JF
K

" h
a

ve
 

largely been based on a draft of a screenplay 
th

a
t, h

e
 sa

ys, h
a
s sin

ce
 b

e
e
n
 re

vise
d
. M

r.  
S

to
n
e
 is cle

a
rly w

o
rrie

d
 th

a
t th

e
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d
va

n
ce

 
p
u
b
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u
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 le
a
d
 th

e
 p

u
b
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 fo
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 a
 

n
e
g
a
tive

 o
p
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n
 o

f "JF
K

" b
e
fo

re
 th

e
 film

, 
budgeted at about $40 m

illion, Is finished. 
H

e says that initially he accepted the con-
clu

sio
n

s o
f th

e
 W

a
rre

n
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
 so

d
  

d
o
u
b
te

d
 th

e
 crin

sp
ira

cy th
e
o
rie

s. In
 th
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sense, the film
 chronicles his ow

n reversal #:#: 
belief.  

"I believed that Lee O
sw

ald shot the P
re 

dent," M
r. S

tone said. "I had no problem
 w

t 
th

a
t " B

u
t h

is 'vie
w

 	
' th

e
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n
a
ssin

a
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changed as his view
 of m

any things changel e 
 

beginning In the late 1960's S
her his tour g
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m
b
a
t d

u
ty In

 V
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a
m

, "I b
e
g
a
n
 b

e
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to change 
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e w
ay 1 S

oaked at th
e

 G
o

v
e

rirle
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M
e

rit," h
e
 sa
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s
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p
p
e
d
 b

e
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v
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g
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a
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a
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C
ritics h

ave taken
  

aim
 at th

e d
irecto

r 
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even before his film
 	

$
::: 

on the assassination  
is finished.  

p
a

p
e

rs F
.ve

n
tu

a
lry, h

is ske
p

ticism
 e

xte
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d
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to

 th
e
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e
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"T
his w

as com
pounded by the H

ouse e 	
k 

sassInat ion probes, w
hich use up w

ith 	
; e
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e
a
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a
t it w
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n
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n
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a
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G
overnm

ent hid done a very shoddy job 
investigating it," he said. T

he reference vr 
to the H

ouse S
eked C

om
m

ittee on A
ssassin 

lions, w
hich concluded In 1979 after a 

In
ve

stig
a
tio

n
 th

a
t th

e
re

 h
a
d
 like

ly b
e
e
n
 

conspiracy to 1111 K
ennedy, though Ii ides 

fled no conspirators. "A
ll during the 1970 

and 1960's," M
r. S

tone said, "then are 
seism

ic shoats, let's say, and then you 	
•
 

a
ll kin

d
s o
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e

ird
 e

vid
e

n
ce

 co
m

in
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and there, new
 autopsy reports, new

 form
s 

evidence. 11 Just driqed in, but w
e never got 

all at once. T
im

e kind of defeats discovery • • 
W

h
a
t m

a
d
e
 h

im
 fo

cu
s se
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u
sly o

n
 II 	

• 
assassination w

as a 19611 book, "O
n th

e
 T

ra
il 

of the A
ssassins" by M

r. G
a

rriso
n

 —
 the only 	

lc 
p
e
rso

n
 e

ve
r to

 p
u
n
 so

m
e
o
n
e
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n
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l fo
r 	

4 
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cy to
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d
e

r P
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e
n

n
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d
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T
h
e
 d

e
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a
n
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y S

h
a
w

, a
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g
 to

 
som

e w
itnesses, had been overheard die- 

cussing a plan in kill K
ennedy w

ith O
sw

ald 	
;
 

and another alleges! plotter, D
avid F

errle. 
M

r. G
a

rriso
n

 b
e
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ve

d
 th

a
t th

e
 p

lo
tte

rs 	
t 

w
ere anti-C

astro activists angry at K
ennedy 	

;
 

for com
prom

ises he m
ade after the C

uban 	
.7. 

m
issile crisis. H

e also believed that the G
ov. 	

• 
e
rn

m
e
n
t co

ve
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d
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p
 th

e
 tru
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n
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, a
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e
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ould solve all of 
C
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May, Mr. 1.ArtMer challenged leveret 
anneals in Hr. Samos coon. word 

on the leaked first draft ol the 
wreeMeey. )10 coma out. for exem-

pla thew Om 04 Mr. GIITIRML key 
ensuiuse, an matranos 
name Parry Boum who claimed to 
Rave talenultsal Shaw std Oeweld 
gethera len out of the scree eausidy• 
— preeuthady. Mr. Janina- nag-. 

gear twolliee Mr. RIMML ILSLIPMey 

seemed maharanis when n turned sue 
to have been elicited by a hypwunt_ 

Mr. Ladner dwell' on another fig- 

- 	du alined cower-nays  peva 
parte itno Mal after hong threw 
taxed by Mr. Garrison — but before 
the Mat trtaL In the thin Ferrer so 
rnmogiess by aro mammy Cubeel 
enu-Castro amateur named Bull and 

India — who ant later ,prated a the 
Tools Boat Depository vs Dells& 
from which Garai& ICCOrd.UM ICI the 
{Vanua COmmuson. shot Me Presi-
dent. Mr. Lardner, who internewed 
Ferris the night of Ns death. says tn 
his article Met the coroners repots 
Indented that Ferns dud of natures 
MOLL 

Mr. Straw acknowledges that Mere 
as WO character in the moats mimeo 
Perry Rum& but rot banana Ws tar 

moray was ernbarratuuna 

rasa A composus character. Mr. 
Stone mai combiner Rum with MO. 

others who Names Co have see the 
supposed plotters ingenue. As for 

NM and Mama be aye. "There 

'It explores all  

the possible  

scenarios of why 

Kennedy was  

killed, who killed  

him and why,' 

Mr. Stone says. 

long notary of Ls Oweeld's mosartss-
tiro wan the Madre. Calm& sae 
ones Imo fought Castro. Mr. Stuns 
says that he ha fumes a blecitvas-
elute wane that presents Cl me-- 
ince of people lea Bun and ilXIMO 

onte byte:ahem emcees ethers. aut. ns 
adds. "JFK" h.. not heal Kahl 
"Who knows if It tall eve es sr the 
final moo's?" 

• 

To Mr. Stone the mend of the early 
Ws In New Orleans muss .pro- 

rpirscy to till Kennetty ever mars 
pleasant& New Orleans war 105 boos 
not way of fanatical rumbaing 
groups out also • carter of ano-Coso-
mania Cuban scurry. There are 
many in New Orleans who wall de-
scribe the fay fell by local Cubes. 
altar Kennedy orphaned an start-  

on es Island from Amarscea MM. 

nr 
"It wee • time ol entapirecy and 

urea& end murder was in the sac" 
Mr. Stone said "Assaiamaoes were 
prewar& De Gaulle sae almost Ins 
threr or four moss huh numbine 
gush It roadblocks. Liunonan 
knocked oil. Diem in Imocked off. 
You have to live in that perm& I don 
find a that difficult to socept dm5 

coneptrec-y was an use sir." 
Back at Comae ProdectineW re-

search department ls a June INT 

erode In The New RepolsiM by Fred 
Pareriedgt, ■ former felIonilw law The 
New *York Timm. an was to New 
Orisons et the ume ot die Canto= 
invartreaucrt The .alas mils= the 

seductive power of coospumcy theo-
ries, the Ideas that can never he 
proved but can never be fully dia-
gnosed salver. 

At lira Mr. Powledge In sitepacal 
of Mr. Garrtson, and he Ley& he be-
haved the *arras Comnalaele• CCM-

CluAKMS. But. m his an peragrapb. 
he rays: 'TOM, spasm my will and 
my haler lodgment. I was powwItsb 

ly tempted to believe flee Gamma.' 

Some um son year, -JFKI Wile be 

On owns saw. emit "WOMB: 
and audiences can deride for dams-
save martens' to Wirer Oliver 
Stones 
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M M. 

Stone, Under Fire- 
For `JFK/' Fights Back:. 

.11 

Ammar miss; 

New Orleans District Attorney Jim Garrison at a 1967 news 

conference about impending arrests in the assassination conspiracy 

Contumed From Page 9 

the mysteries about the Kennedy 

murder. But witnesses were discred-

ited in the teal, and Shaw was quickly 

acquitted. Mr. Garrison's conspiracy 

theory lost whatever following it may 

have had. Mr. Stone allows that, at 

first, he also put little credence in Mr. 

Garrison, finding him "a Southern 

buffoon, a Huey Long type." Eventu-

ally, however, he chose to make Mr. 

Garrison and his unsuccessful inves-

tigation the centerpiece of his movie. 

• 

"I got 'On the Trail of the Assas-

sins.' and I purchased the movie 

rights for it immediately," Mr. Stone 

said. "It read like a Dashiell Ham-

mett whodunit. it starts out as a bit of 

a seedy crime with small traces, and 

then the detective gumshoe district 

attorney follows the trail, and the 

trail widens and widens, and before 

you know it, it's no longer a small.  

town affair. That seemed to me the . 

kernel of a very powerful movie. The • 

theme is more why Kennedy was.[ 

killed rather than who did IL It's a I 

whyduniL" 
But, it is a whyamit that many 

have long felt was a travesty. Writing 

in The Times-Picayune. Rosemary 

James, who covered the Shaw trial 

for the newspaper, asserted In a 

recent article that Mr. Garrison's in- 

vestigation was a cynical ploy* by 

which he ruined the career of a man 

he knew to be innocent to further his 

own ambitions. "Now," Ms. James 

concludes, speaking of Oliver Stone, 

"comes a gullible from La-La Land 

who wants to regurgitate all of 

that garbage." Mr. Garrison was un- 

available to respond to a request to 

reply to Ms. James's asseruons. 

Ms. James is joined by other crit-

ics, most notably George Lardner, the 
national security writer for The 

Washington Post_ In an article in 
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