
PEOPLE AND SINISTER CONNECTIONS 	249 

Victor Marchetti, former assistant to the Director of the CIA, says 
he was told by Richard Helms that David Ferrie and Clay Shaw were 
contract agents in the CIA." Ferrie was frequently seen in Guy 
Banister's office by Banister's secretary, Delphine Roberts. Roberts says 
that Oswald went there too," and he used that address on his Fair Play 
for Cuba Committee leaflets. Banister was clearly running Oswald as

227,1 

/0 	

4 an agent provocateur. 

„01. loci. 
1  12.7-13'4  

n AN ONI CONNECTION 	 14'1 

Guy Banister, who had been in charge of the Chicago F office, 
"became associated with the Office of Naval Intelligence t ough the 
recommendation of Guy Johnson, an ONI reserve officer d-the first 
attorney for Clay Shaw when he was arrested by Garrison / 64  uch an 
association with the ONI would have reinforced the set-up of Oswald 
as the patsy for the assassination, as Ferrie had known Oswald since 
he was a teenager, and Oswald probably went to Russia for the ONI (see 
Steve Parks in the Baltimore Sunday Sun, November 21, 1976). 

During the Shaw trial, Sergio Archacha Smith, a primary actor in 
this drama, removed himself from New Orleans to Dallas, where he 
was protected by Assistant D.A. Bill Alexander and the Dallas Police 
Department. Governor John Connally would not sign the extradition 
papers during the Shaw trial. 

0 Another witness, David L. Lewis, saw Oswald with Ferrie a 
Carlos Quiroga, a friend of Archacha Smith, with Banist 

togeth r./There are other witnesses as well to these meetings. 
Banistee-,secretary's daughter also saw Banister and Oswald 

Following testimony before the House Committee, Veciana was 
shot at and hit in the head, but he survived.' He had a spotless reputa- 
tion, but was put into prison on a narcotics charge as a result, he says, 
of a frame-up by the CIA. 

FRIENDS AND NEIGHBORS 

Certain crucial evidence for the Warren Commission hung on the 
testimony of a 19-year-old boy, Buell Wesley Frazier. He had driven 
Oswald to Irving after work the night before the assassination, and back 
to the Texas School Book Depository where they were both employed. 
This boy was picked up for questioning, arrested, and apparently told 
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sniper on the knoll as w
ell." B

ut the D
ictabelt recording of the shots 

m
ade by the D

allas Police w
as never essential to prove the conspiracy. 

T
he tape only corroborated "w

hat w
e already knew

," as C
ongressm

an 
L

ouis Stokes, the last C
hairm

an of the A
ssassinations C

om
m

ittee, said 

on national T
V

. 
T

he recent C
ongressional C

om
m

ittee decided to tell us of four 

shots, w
hich is one m

ore than the 1964 W
arren C

om
m

ission adm
itted; 

but they claim
, after long confusion and debate, that the G

rassy K
noll 

sniper's bullet m
issed.' T

hey have to cover up the rest, because other-

w
ise it w

ould reveal that the autopsy evidence is fabricated, and the 
C

om
m

ittee had in fact evidence of that fabrication from
 the beginning. 

T
his book w

ill provide evidence of that forgery, and evidence of 

a third sniper and a probable fourth: tw
o in front and tw

o behind. C
on-

gressm
an C

hristopher D
odd (now

 Senator) believed it w
as clear that 

there w
ere tw

o snipers firing from
 behind the President, in addition to 

the G
rassy K

noll sniper. In fact, the w
hole w

orld believed there w
as a 

conspiracy in the assassination. President Johnson believed it right up 

to the tim
e of his death, and he believed that the C

IA
 w

as involved in 

the m
urder." 

T
he 1980 book by A

nthony Sum
m

ers, C
onspiracy, goes a long w

ay 

tow
ards saying w

hat really happened on that terrible day in N
ovem

ber, 

1963. B
ut even Sum

m
ers' w

ork leaves m
any questions unansw

ered. 

H
igh T

reason picks up w
here Sum

m
ers' w

ork left off. 

' 	
T

he C
om

m
ittee, as w

ith all of the other investigative bodies before 

it, could not conduct a clean, honest investigation, and it w
as doom

ed 

from
 the start. C

onsidering the forces ranged against the inquiry, it is 

aordinary that anything at all w
as achieved. 

T
he key to understanding w

ho killed President K
ennedy lies w

ith 

h
e autopsy photographs. T

hose photographs m
ay tell us m

ore about 
c assassination than all of the official investigations. Perhaps the single 

ost im
portant question in the investigation w

as never asked: W
hy w

ere 
c autopsy photographs and X

-rays never officially show
n to the 

um
erous doctors and nurses in D

allas w
ho treated President K

ennedy? 
H

ad this question been pursued, the true nature of the conspiracy 

w
ould then have been exposed, because the crucial pictures allegedly 

of the back of the President's head are forged! T
hat forgery is one of 

i. the keys to the conspiracy. W
ho w

ould have had that kind of access to 

the evidence in order to alter it? W
ho had the capability to alter it? 

8 
H

IG
H

 T
R

E
A

SO
N

 
1r
,
 ICI
  

' T
he vital autopsy photos of the back of the President's head w

ere 

altered im
m

ediately after the autopsy in order to cover up the fact that 

the President received tw
o bullets in the head, one from

 the rear and 

one from
 the front, and this second shot blew

 out the back of his head, 
as Jackie K

ennedy testified to the W
arren C

om
m

ission. N
obody, in-

cluding the W
arren C

om
m

ission, saw
 these pictures for years. 

G
roden enhancem

ent of the Z
apruder film

 taken during the 

assassination clearly show
s the President rocketed backw

ards by this 

frontal shot, and the back of his head blow
ing out. Subsequent fram

es 

of the film
 show

 that the shape of the President's head has changed and 

is elongated after the explosion, w
ith the back of the head stretched out, 

a large ring apparent w
here the hole in the back of the head is, beneath 

a shock of hair. Part of the President's skull and brains w
ere blow

n 

backw
lards and to the left onto a m

otorcycle policem
an, and onto the 

grass beside the road) 
"T

here w
as nothing R

obert K
ennedy could do about... the cover-

up that he knew
 A

llen D
ulles w

as perpetrating on the W
arren C

om
m

is-
sion..." H

arris W
offord w

rote in his book O
f K

ennedys and K
ings. Presi-

dent K
ennedy w

as killed because of his policies, and because he w
as 

too "liberal," because he w
ould have been re-elected, and, specifical-

ly, because he had begun the com
plete w

ithdraw
al from

 V
ietnam

 three 
w

eeks before he died. 
"T

hat's w
hy he w

as killed," w
rites C

ol. Fletcher Prouty, form
er 

liaison betw
een the C

IA
 and the G

eneral Staff. 

T
he W

ar Party that took A
m

erica into V
ietnam

 killed him
. T

hey 
are still in pow

er, and still calling the shots. 
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sh
a
p
e
 fro

m
 its d

e
scrip

tio
n
 b

y th
e
 a

u
to

p
ists, th

e
 C

la
rk p

a
n
e
l fo

u
n
d
 a

t th
e
 

4
 b

a
se

 o
f K

e
n
n
e
d
y's sku

ll ". . . a
 la

rg
e
 m

e
ta

llic [b
u
lle

t] fra
g
m

e
n
t w

h
ich

 

. . . is ro
u
n

d
 a

n
d
 m

e
a

su
re

s 6
.5

 m
m

 in
 d

ia
m

e
te

r."  

T
his could be construed as strong evidence against Lee H

arvey O
sw

ald, 

sin
ce

 h
e
 re

p
o
rte

d
ly u

se
d
 a

 6
.5

 m
m

 n
ile

. H
o
w

e
ve

r, re
ca

ll-th
a
t th

e
 o

fficia
l 

ve
rsio

n
 sta

te
s th

a
t o

n
e
 b

u
lle

t—
th

e
 "M

a
g
ic B

u
lle

t"—
tra

ve
rse

d
 th

e
 P

re
si-

dent's neck, penetrated C
O

nnally,and w
as found intact at P

arkland H
ospital. 

S
in

ce
 o

fficia
lly n

o
 la

rg
e
 fra

g
m

e
n
ts h

a
d
 b

e
e
n
 n

o
te

d
 b

y th
e
 a

u
to

p
sy 

d
o
cto

rs a
n
d
 n

o
 su

ch
 fra

g
m

e
n
ts co

u
ld

 h
a
ve

 co
m

e
 fro

m
 th

e
 w

h
o
le

 b
u
lle

t 

found at P
arkland,4t seem

s probable that either m
ore than tw

o shots struck 

K
ennedy in the head area or that the autopsy m

aterials view
ed by the C

lark 

,p
a
n
e
l w

e
re

 so
m

e
h
o
w

 fa
ke

d
. 

F
U

rth
e
rm

o
re

, ye
t a

n
o
th

e
r b

u
lle

t b
a
se

, a
b
o
u
t 6

.5
 m

m
 in

 d
ia

m
e
te

r, w
a
s  

sa
id

 to
 b

e
 fo

u
n

d
 in

 th
e

 fro
n
t se

a
t o

f th
e

 p
re

sid
e

n
tia

l lim
o

u
sin

e
. A

lf  th
is 

g
o
e
s fa

r to
 p

ro
ve

 th
a
t m

o
re

 th
a
n
 tw

o
 b

u
lle

ts stru
ck K

e
n
n
e
d
y. 

A
 N

a
v
y
 p

ffic
e
r w

h
o
 m

ig
h
t h

a
v
e
 b

e
e
n
 a

b
le

 to
 c

la
rify

 s
o
m

e
 o

f th
e
 

q
u
e
stio

n
s a

b
o
u
t th

e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t's a

u
to

p
sy is u

n
a
va

ila
b
le

. H
e
 d

ie
d
 u

n
d
e
r 

strange circum
stances. 

O
ver the years, as attem

pts have been m
ade to clarify and substantiate 

th
e
 m

e
d
ica

l e
vid

e
n
ce

, th
e
 w

o
u
n
d
s se

e
m

 to
 ta

ke
 o

n
 a

 life
 o

f th
e
ir o

w
n
. 

T
h
e
 h

e
a
d
 w

o
u
n
d
 a

s se
e
n
 b

y th
e
 D

a
lla

s d
o
cto

rs, co
n
siste

d
 o

f a
 la

rg
e
 

blasted-out area in the right rear of the skull. B
oth m

edical and nonm
edical 

persons in D
allas gave consistent descriptions of this w

ound. 

S
e
cre

t S
e
rvice

 A
g
e
n
t C

lin
t H

ill to
ld

 th
e
 W

a
rre

n
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
: 

T
h
e
 rig

h
t re

a
r p

o
rtio

n
 o

f h
is h

e
a
d
 w

a
s m

issin
g
. 

D
r. C

harles .1. C
arrico noted a large hole: 

. . . in
 th

e
 p

o
ste

rio
r sku

ll, th
e
 o

ccip
ita

l re
g
io

n
. T

h
e
re

 w
a
s a

n
 a

b
se

n
ce

 o
f 

th
e
 ca

lva
riu

m
 o

r sku
ll in

 th
is a

re
a
 . 

D
r. M

a
lco

lm
 P

e
rry: 

I n
o

te
d

 a
 la

rg
e

 a
vu

lsive
 w

o
u

n
d

 o
f th

e
 rig

h
t p

a
rie

ta
l o

ccip
ita

l a
re

a
, [T

h
e
 

o
ccip

ita
l is th

e
 la

rg
e

 b
o

n
e

 o
n

 th
e

 b
a

ck o
f a

 h
u

m
a

n
 sku

ll.] in
 w

h
ich

 b
o

th
 

sca
lp

 a
n

d
 p

o
rtio

n
s o

f sku
ll w

e
re

 a
b

se
n

t . . . 

D
r. W

illia
m

 K
e

m
p

 C
la

rk: 

then exam
ined the w

ound in the back of the P
resident's head. T

his w
as 

la
rg

e
, g

a
p
in

g
 w

o
u
n
d
 in

 th
e
 rig

h
t p

o
ste

rio
r p

a
rt, w

ith
 ce

re
b
ra

l a
n
d
 

C
erebellar tissue being dam

aged and exposed. (T
he cerebellum

 controls 

m
u
scle

 co
o
rd

in
a
tio

n
 a

n
d
 is lo

ca
te

d
 a

t th
e
 lo

w
 re

a
r p

o
rtio

n
 o

f th
e
 h

e
a
d
 

b
e
h
in

d
 th

e
 o

ccip
ita

l b
o
n
e
.] 
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D
r. R

o
b
e
rt M

cC
le

lla
n
d
: 

. . . I n
o
te

d
 th

a
t th

e
 rig

h
t p

o
ste

rio
r p

o
rtio

n
 o

f th
e
 sku

ll h
a
d
 b

e
e
n
 

extrem
ely blasted. 

Y
et the autopsy doctors saw

 a head w
ound that stretched from

 the upper 

side of the rear to the right front of K
ennedy's head.  

T
h
e
 a

u
to

p
sy d

o
cto

rs sa
id

 a
 sm

a
ll e

n
tra

n
ce

 w
o
u
n
d
 w

a
s lo

ca
te

d
 in

 th
e
 

back of the skull at about the hairline, w
hile the H

ouse S
elect C

om
m

ittee 

on A
ssassinations' m

edical panel placed the entrance w
ound four inches 

higher, near the top of the head. 
N

either the  W
arren 	

m
is

s
io

n
 n

o
r th

e
flo

L
m

m
C

o
rn

rn
itte

e
 s O

m
 o

f a
 

h
o
le

 b
la

ste
d
 o

u
t o

f th
e
 rig

h
t re

a
r p

o
rtio

n
 o

f th
e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t's h

e
a
d
. T

h
e
 

H
o
u
se

 C
o
m

m
itte

e
 e

ve
n
 p

ro
d
u
ce

d
 a

 d
ra

w
in

g
 re

p
o
rte

d
ly m

a
d
e
 fro

m
 a

n
 

autopsy photograph that depicts the rear of K
ennedy's head. It is entirely 

intact except for w
hat appears to be a sm

all hole—
the entrance w

ound—

near the top. 
H

um
es had problem

s w
ith this draw

ing, stating he had never seen the 

sm
a
ll h

o
le

 b
e
fo

re
. H

e
 su

g
g
e
ste

d
 it m

ig
h
t b

e
 d

rie
d
 b

lo
o
d
. B

u
t h

e
 w

a
s 

certain that he had seen no entrance w
ound in that location. 

R
obe G

roden, a researcher and photographic consultant to the H
ouse 

S
e
le

crto
m

m
iile

e
 o

n
 A

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
s, h

a
d
 a

 sim
p
le

 e
xp

la
n
a
tio

n
 fo

r th
e
 

m
yste

ry su
rro

u
n
d
in

g
 th

e
 a

u
to

p
sy p

h
o
to

g
ra

p
h
s—

a
fte

r ca
re

fu
l stu

d
y, h

e
 

d
e

cid
e

d
 se

ve
ra

l, if n
o

t a
il, w

e
re

 fo
rg

e
rie

s. A
fte

r d
isco

ve
rin

g
 e

vid
e

n
ce

 o
f 

ouching, G
ordon w

rote: 

T
he vital autopsy photos of the back of the P

resident's head w
ere altered 

im
m

e
d

ia
te

ly a
fte

r th
e

 a
u

to
p

sy in
 o

rd
e

r to
 co

ve
r u

p
 th

e
 fa

ct th
a

t th
e

 

P
re

sid
e
n
t re

ce
ive

d
 tw

o
 b

u
lle

ts in
 th

e
 h

e
a
d
, o

n
e
 fro

m
 th

e
 re

a
r a

n
d
 o

n
e
 

fro
m

 th
e

 fro
n

t, a
n

d
 th

is se
co

n
d

 sh
o

t b
le

w
 o

u
t th

e
 b

a
ck o

f h
is h

e
a

d
, a

s 

Jackie K
ennedy testified to the W

arren C
om

m
ission. 

C
ontem

porary autopsy draw
ings and reports placed the location of the 

back w
ound in the m

iddle of the back, betw
een the shoulder blades—

this 

description is corroborated by the bullet holes in K
ennedy's clothing—

yet 

the W
arren C

om
m

ission placed the back w
ound on the right shoulder near 

the base of the neck. 
X

-rays and other autopsy m
aterials such as photographs, tissue sam

ples, 

a
n
d
 b

lo
o
d
 sm

e
a
rs—

in
clu

d
in

g
 K

e
n
n
e
d
y's b

ra
in

, w
h
ich

 w
a
s re

m
o
ve

d
 a

n
d
 

p
re

se
rve

d
—

co
u
ld

 h
a
ve

 p
ro

vid
e
d
 d

e
fin

itive
 p

ro
o
f o

f th
e
 lo

ca
tio

n
 o

f th
e
 

w
o
u
n
d
s. H

o
w

e
ve

r, m
u
ch

 o
f th

is m
a
te

ria
l is m

issin
g
 fro

m
 th

e
 N

a
tio

n
a
l 

A
rchives. (T

he H
ouse S

elect C
om

m
ittee on A

ssassinations hinted that the 

b
ra

in
 m

a
y h

a
ve

 b
e
e
n
 ta

ke
n
 b

y R
o
b
e
rt K

e
n
n
e
d
y to

 p
re

ve
n
t fu

tu
re

 p
u
b
lic 

d
isp

la
y, h

o
w

e
ve

r, th
is h

a
s n

o
t b

e
e

n
 p

ro
ve

n
 a

n
d

 K
e

n
n

e
d

y is n
o

t a
live

 tc 

co
m

m
e

n
t.) 
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It a
lso

 sh
o
u
ld

 b
e
 n

o
te

d
 th

a
t th

e
 W

a
rre

n
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
—

th
e
 g

ro
u
p
 o

ffic-

ially charged w
ith finding the truth of K

ennedy's assassination—
apparently 

n
e
w

 w
a
s a

llo
w

e
d
 to

 vie
w

 fo
r th

e
m

se
lve

s th
e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t's a

u
o
T

g
rp

h
u
rci- 

graphs and X
-rays. C

om
m

ission attorney 	
cter 	

a
n
 O

c
te

r I , 

1
9

6
8

, in
te

rvie
w

 in
 U

.S. N
ew

s &
 W

orld R
eport stated: 

T
he  

T
h
e
 co

m
p
le

te
 se

t o
f p

ictu
re

s ta
ke

n
 a

t th
e
 a

u
to

p
sy w

a
s n

o
t a

d
 a

va
il-

a
b

le
 to

 m
e

 o
r to

 th
e

 C
o

m
m

issio
n

. I  w
a

s sh
o

w
n

 o
n

e
 p

ictu
re

 o
f th

e
 b

a
ck 

o
f a

 b
o
d
y w

h
ich

 w
a
s re

p
re

se
n
te

d
 to

 b
e
 th

e
 b

a
ck o

f th
e
 P

re
sid

e
n
t, 

Ni
 	

a
lth

o
tie

h
 it w

a
s n

o
t a

u
th

e
n

tica
te

d
. It sh

o
w

e
d

 a
 h

o
le

 in
 th

e
 p

o
sitio

n
 

1.'\ • id
e

ntified  in 
th

e
 a

u
to

p
sy _

re
p
o
rt T

o
 th

e
 b

e
st of 

m
y kn

o
w

le
d
g
e
, th

e
 

C
o
m

m
issio

n
 d

id
 n

o
t se

e
 a

n
y p

h
o
to

g
ra

p
h
s o

r X
-ra

ys. . . . T
h
e
 p

fii5
1
5
- 

g
ra

p
h

s a
n

d
 X

-ra
ys w

o
u

ld
, in

 th
e
 th

in
kin

g
 o

f th
e

 C
o

m
m

issio
n

, n
o

t h
a

ve
 

been crucial, because they w
ould have served only to corroborate w

hat 

th
e
 a

u
to

p
sy su

rg
e
o
n
s h

a
d
 te

stifie
d
 to

 u
n
d
e
r o

a
th

 a
s o

p
p
o
se

d
 to

 a
d
d
in

g
 

n
e
w

 l'a
cts fo

r th
e
 C

o
m

m
issio

n
. 

,,. 
B

Lit they are crucial—
if not in truthfully understanding K

ennedy's w
ounds, 

th
e
n
 in

 u
n
d
e
rsta

n
d
in

g
 =

 a
n
ip

u
la

tio
n
s su

rro
u
n
d
in

g
 th

e
 m

e
d
ica

l e
vid

e
n
ce

. 

s G
ro

d
e
n
 la

te
r to

l 	
au hor: 
au 

A
F

T
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It's like
 se

n
d

in
g

 a
 se

ve
n

-ye
a

r-o
ld

 b
o

y w
h

o
 h

a
s ta

ke
n

 th
re

e
 le

sso
n

s o
n

 

th
e
 vio

lin
 o

ve
r to

 th
e
 N

e
w

 Y
o
rk P

h
ilh

a
rm

o
n
ic a

n
d
 e

xp
e
ctin

g
 h

im
 to

 

perform
 a T

chaikovsky sym
phony. H

e know
s how

 to hold the violin and 

bow
, but he has a long w

ay to go before he can m
ake m

usic. 

D
r. C

yril H
. W

echt, an experienced coroner and form
er president of the 

A
m

erican A
cadem

y of F
orensic M

edicine, w
as m

ore blunt: 

!K
e

n
n

e
d

y's a
u

to
p

sy w
a

s] e
xtre

m
e

ly su
p

e
rficia

l a
n

d
 slo

p
p

y, in
e

p
t, in

-

co
m

p
le

te
, in

co
m

p
e
te

n
t in

 m
a
n
y re

sp
e
cts, n

o
t o

n
ly o

n
 th

e
 p

a
rt o

f th
e
 

pathologists w
ho did this horribly inadequate m

edical-legal autopsy but 

o
n
 th

e
 p

a
rt o

f m
a
n
y o

th
e
r p

e
o
p
le

. T
h
is is th

e
 kin

d
 o

f e
xa

m
in

a
tio

n
 th

a
t 

w
o

u
ld

 n
o

t b
e

 to
le

ra
te

d
 in

 a
 ro

u
tin

e
 m

u
rd

e
r ca

se
 b

y a
 g

o
o

d
 cre

w
 o

f 

hom
icide detectives in m

ost m
ajor cities of A

m
erica. 

F
o

r w
h

a
te

ve
r re

a
so

n
s—

so
m

e
 in

n
o

ce
n

t b
u

m
b

lin
g

 a
n

d
 so

m
e

 n
o

t so
 

in
n
o
ce

n
t—

th
e
 m

e
d
ica

l e
vid

e
n
ce

 in
 th

e
 JF

K
 a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
 w

ill fo
re

ve
r b

e
 

considered tainted, incom
plete, and inconclusive. 

A
nd the question rem

ains—
w

ho had the pow
er to m

isdirect and confuse 

the official m
edical exam

ination of the assassinated P
resident? 

T
h

e
 ke

y to
 u

n
d

e
rs 	

m
g
 h

o
 k

ille
d
 K

e
n
n
e
d
y
 lie

s
 w

ith
 th

e
 a

u
to

p
s
y
 

photographs. T
hese photographs m

ay tell us m
ore about the assassina-

tio
n

 th
a

n
 a

ll o
f th

e
 o

fficia
l in

ve
stig

a
tio

n
s. P

e
rh

a
p

s th
e

 sin
g

le
 m

o
st 

im
p
o
rta

n
t q

u
e
stio

n
 in

 th
e
 in

ve
stig

a
tio

n
 w

a
s n

e
ve

r a
ske

d
: W

h
y w

e
re

 th
e
 

autopsy photographs and X
-rays never officially show

n to the 

doctors and nurses in D
allas w

ho treated P
resident K

enne 	
a
 th

is
 

q
u
e
stio

n
 b

e
e
n
 p

u
rsu

e
d
, th

e
 tru

e
 n

a
tu

re
 o

f th
e
 co

n
sp

ir. 	
Id

 th
e
n
 

have been exposed, because the crucial pictures allegedly of the back of 

th
e

 P
re

sid
e
n

t's h
e
a

d
 a

re
 fo

rg
e

d
! T

h
a

t fo
rg

e
ry is o

n
e

 o
f th

e
 ke

ys to
 th

e
 

conspiracy. W
ho w

ould have had that kind of access to the evidence in 

o
rd

e
r to

 a
lte

r it?
 W

h
o
 h

a
d
 th

e
 ca

p
a
b
ility to

 a
lte

r it?
 

S
u
m

m
a
ry

 

T
h

e
 m

e
d

ica
l e

vid
e

n
ce

 in
 th

e
 JF

K
 a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
, w

h
ich

 sh
o

u
ld

 b
e

 th
e

 

b
a
sis fo

r tru
th

fu
l d

e
te

rm
in

a
tio

n
 o

f h
o
w

 m
a
n
y b

u
lle

ts stru
ck K

e
n
n
e
d
y a

n
d
 

fro
m

 w
h
ich

 d
ire

ctio
n
, is h

o
p
e
le

ssly fla
w

e
d
. S

o
m

e
 o

f it is still m
issin

g
 a

n
d
 

otkier m
aterial has com

e under serious question as to its authenticity. 

.K
e
n
n
e
d
y w

a
s g

ive
n
 a

n
 in

co
m

p
e
te

n
t a

u
to

p
sy, w

ith
 m

ilita
ry a

n
d
 civilia

n
 

authorities directing the three inexperienced and intim
idated m

ilitary doctors. 

T
h
e
 la

te
 D

r. M
ilto

n
 H

e
lp

e
rn

, w
h
o
 a

s ch
ie

f m
e
d
ica

l e
xa

m
in

e
r fo

r N
e
w

 

Y
ork C

ity supervised sixty thousand autopsies, once described K
ennedy's 

autopsy thusly: 



T
H

E
 A

U
T

O
P

S
Y

 A
N

D
 T

H
E

 A
U

T
O

P
S

Y
 P

H
O

T
O

G
R

A
P

H
S

 75 
74 	

H
IG

H
 T

R
E

A
SO

N
 

neither the X
-rays or the photographs. T

hey w
ere subm

itted to... either 

the Federal B
ureau of Investigation or to the Secret Service. I am

 not 

sure..." "D
id you subm

it those yourself im
m

ediately after they w
ere 

taken, D
r. H

um
es?" "A

gain, one of the senior people present, I believe 

m
y ow

n C
om

m
anding O

fficer, C
aptain Stover, took care of turning this 

m
aterial over to these authorities, and receiving a receipt... I supervised 

the positioning of the body for various of these exam
inations but as far 

as beyond that, I did not consider that m
y responsibility."(H

um
es W

arren 
C

om
m

ission testim
ony, supra). 

A
rlen Specter w

as interview
ed by U

.S. N
ew

s &
 W

orld R
eport on 

O
ctober 10, 1966. H

e w
as asked if he had seen the pictures. "T

he 
com

plete set of pictures taken at the autopsy w
as not m

ade available to 

m
e or to the C

om
m

ission. I w
as show

n one picture of the back of a body 

w
hich w

as represented to be the back of the President, although it w
as 

not technically authenticated. It show
ed a hole in the position identified 

in the autopsy report. T
o the best of m

y know
ledge, the C

om
m

ission 

did not see any photographs or X
-rays... T

he photographs and X
-rays 

w
ould, in the thinking of the C

om
m

ission, not have been crucial, 

because they w
ould have served only to corroborate w

hat the autopsy 

surgeons had testified to under oath as opposed to adding any new
 facts 

for the C
om

m
ission?' 

W
H

E
R

E
 W

A
S T

H
E

 E
V

ID
E

N
C

E
? 

It w
ould seem

 that the evidence at this point w
as being co-opted 

by other agencies, either the Secret Service or the FB
I. In an adversary 

hearing, the best evidence rule w
ould exclude any testim

ony about the 

photographs and X
-rays w

ithout actually introducing these m
aterials 

into evidence. 
O

ne m
em

ber of the W
arren C

om
m

ission, John M
cC

loy, asked 

C
om

m
ission C

ounsel R
ankin "about this raw

 m
aterial business that is 

here. W
hat does it consist of? D

oes it consist of the raw
 m

aterials of 
the autopsy? T

hey talk about the colored photographs of the President's 
body - do w

e have those?" 
M

r. R
ankin: "Y

es, it is part of it, a sm
all part of it." M

r. M
cC

loy: 
"A

re they here?" 
R

ankin's reply: "Y
es. B

ut w
e don't have the m

inutes of the autopsy, 
because w

e w
anted to see w

hat doctor said about som
ething w

hile he  

w
as saying it, to see w

hether it is supported by the conclusions in the 

autopsy and so forth, and then w
e have volum

es of m
aterial in w

hich 

people have purported to have said, or say to various agents certain 

things, they are not sw
orn..:" 

F
IL

M
 SE

IZ
E

D
 

A
 Secret Service statem

ent claim
s that "the X

-ray film
s w

ere used 

for the briefing of the W
arren C

om
m

ission staff on the autopsy pro-

cedure and results:'' and that the evidence w
as turned over to the 

N
ational A

rchives and/or the C
om

m
ission. 

T
he autopsists said, "O

ne roll of 120 film
 (processed but show

ing 

no recognizable im
age) w

hich w
e recall w

as seized by Secret Service 

agents from
 a N

avy m
edical corpsm

an w
hose nam

e is not know
n to us 

during the autopsy and im
m

ediately exposed to light." 3  
O

ther w
itnesses at B

ethesda stated that the N
aval photographer had 

taken photographs of the autopsy room
 itself and those present. 

Som
ebody didn't w

ant that kind of a record: T
exas H

ighw
ay Patrolm

an 

H
urchel Jacks, in his statem

ent of N
ovem

ber 28, 1963, said, "W
e w

ere 
assigned by the Secret Service to prevent any pictures of any nature to 

be taken of the President's car or the inside." W
e w

ill learn in a later 
chapter that on the follow

ing day, the President's lim
ousine, a crucial 

piece of evidence since it had been struck in several places by bullets 
or fragm

ents, w
as taken to D

etroit, torn apart, and rebuilt, thus 

deliberately destroying the evidence. T
he boundary betw

een coin-

cidence and deliberate action seem
s to have again been overstepped. 

"I, Jam
es H

um
es, certify that I have destroyed by burning certain 

prelim
inary draft notes relating to N

aval M
edical S

chool A
utopsy 

R
eport A

63-272 and have officially transm
itted all other papers related 

to this report to higher authority?' (24 N
ovem

ber 1963). T
his certificate 

w
as apparently required by the President's personal physician, A

dm
iral 

G
eorge B

urkley, w
ho w

rote on it "accepted and approved this date." 6  

B
urkley, a crucial eyew

itness present at both Parkland and B
ethesda, 

w
as never called to answ

er any questions about anything. W
hy not? 

In a separate certificate signed the sam
e day by H

um
es, again 

apparently required by B
urkley, w

ho again w
rote "accepted and 

approved," H
um

es w
rote: "I, Jam

es J. Plum
es, certify that all w

orking 

papers associated w
ith N

aval M
edical S

chool A
utopsy R

eport 


