
`JFK
' revives debate 

D
em

ands increase for release of secret files 
B

y D
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: President John F. K

ennedy sat behind T
exas G

ov. 
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John C
onnally. C

ritics question a W
arren C

om
m

ission finding that a bullet of the T
exas School B

ook D
epository w

here L
ee H

ar- 
passed through K

ennedy, then struck C
onnally. 	

vey O
sw

ald fired his fatal shots. 

O
liver Stone's controversial 

new
 m

ovie, JF
K

, has renew
ed 

dem
ands for the governm

ent 
to release its secret Ines about 
P

resident John F
. K

ennedy's 
assassination. 

B
oth conspiracy buffs and 

conspiracy debunkers say it's 
tim

e to open the files. 
Friday, form

er C
IA

 and FB
I 

director W
illiam

 W
ebster —

 
w

ho kept the files secret for 
y
ears —

 ad
d

ed
 h

is call: "I 
know

 of no records that could 
not be released." 

T
he W

arren C
om

m
ission 

files are w
h
at p

eo
p
le w

an
t 

m
ost. T

he com
m

ission —
 the 

official panel investigating the 
N

ovem
ber 1963 shooting —

 
concluded L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald 

w
as the lone assassin. 
B

ut the best-know
n conspira-

cy theories claim
 m

ore than 
one assassin and the involve-
m

ent of the C
IA

, FB
I or M

afia. 
T

he secret files have kept 
the debate alive. 

T
he C

IA
, FB

I, State D
epart-

m
ent, Secret Service and K

en-
n
ed

y
 fam

ily
 h

av
e d

eclared
 

portions of the files off-lim
its. 

N
ational A

rchives archivist 
Sue M

cD
onough says about 2%

 
of the com

m
ission's files are 

se
c
re

t. W
e
b

ste
r p

u
ts th

e
 

am
ount at 5%

. 
"T

he governm
ent's refusal 

to release these docum
ents has 

done m
ore than fuel ridiculous 

co
n
sp

iracy
 th

eo
ries," co

m
-

plains W
arren C

om
m

ission  

general counsel D
avid B

elin. 
"It's created fertile ground for 
m

ovie producers, 'IV
 produc-

ers and book w
riters to m

ake 
huge am

ounts of m
oney off a 

presidential assassination." 
B

eh
r' h

as seen
 th

e files -
one of the few

 people to do so. 
"T

hey are w
ay overblow

n," 
he says. "T

here's nothing of 
g

reat sig
n

ifican
ce in

 th
em

 
about the assassination." 

M
ost W

arren C
om

m
ission 

flies —
 90 rolls of m

icrofilm
, 

from
 lie-detector tests to police 

reports —
 can be seen at the 

N
ational A

rchives betw
een 

8:45 a.m
. and 10 p.m

. 

W
hat experts clam

or to see: 
►
 C

orrespondence betw
een 

the S
oviet and U

.S
. govern-

m
ents about O

sw
ald. S

ecrecy 
reason: Protect C

IA
 sources. 

O
sw

ald, a M
arxist w

ho lived 
in

 th
e S

o
v
iet U

n
io

n
, w

as 
fram

ed by the C
IA

, according 
to som

e theories. T
he com

m
is-

sion said O
sw

ald visited the C
u-

ban and S
oviet em

bassies in 
M

exico C
ity tw

o m
onths before 

the assassination. 
B

u
t co

n
sp

iracy
 th

eo
rist 

M
ark L

ane, author of P
lausible 

D
enial, says "the cables be-

tw
een

 W
ash

in
g
to

n
 an

d
 th

e 
M

exico C
ity em

bassy w
ill show

 

O
sw

ald w
as fram

ed." 
B

elin says the C
IA

 w
rongly 

refuses to release the flies be-
cause it has dirty hands on oth-
er m

atters, such as discussions 
about killing Fidel C

astro. 
►
 T

he autopsy photos and X
-

rays of the slain president -
the m

ost basic piece of physi-
cal evidence in a m

urder inves-
tigation. Secrecy reason: K

en-
nedy fam

ily request. 
T

he photos haven't been re-
leased because they'd show

 
K

ennedy w
as shot from

 the 
front by a second assassin, say 
som

e conspiracy theorists. 
1 D

etails of how
 the presi- 

dent w
as protected in 1963. Se-

crecy reason: N
ot to endanger 

safety of other presidents. 
►
 O

ther threats to K
enne-

dy's life. S
ecrecy reason: P

ro-
tect privacy of individuals. 

F
orm

er C
IA

 director W
il-

liam
 C

olby says a blanket re-
lease of inform

ation w
ould be 

unw
ise: "It's a very com

plicat-
ed issue that m

ust be done doc-
um

ent by docum
ent" 

B
ut B

elin says, "T
he public 

good that com
es from

 know
ing 

the truth outw
eighs any argu-

m
ent for secrecy." 

►
 Editorial, B

A
 


