
T
he tam

pering and tem
ptations of `JFK

' 
O

liver S
tone's JF

K
 is 188 jet-

sp
eed

 m
in

u
tes o

f o
u
r n

atio
n
al 

nightm
are —

 and a profession-
al n

ig
h
tm

are fo
r film

 rev
iew

-
ers judging it beyond cinem

atic 
standards. L

et S
tone em

bellish 
Jim

 M
o
rriso

n
 in

 a screen
 b

io
, 

an
d
 w

h
o
 cares? B

u
t em

b
ellish

 
a generation's w

atershed trage-
d
y
 an

d
 h

ere co
m

e th
e sh

ark
s. 

C
inem

atically, 
JF

K
 is 

90%
 

m
arv

el, falterin
g
 in

 d
o
m

estic 
scenes. H

istorically, it displays 
en

o
u
g
h
 in

sid
io

u
s sleig

h
t o

f 
hand to put S

iegfried &
 R

oy out 

M
O

V
IE

 R
E

V
IE

W
 

M
IK

E
 C

LA
R

K
 

o
f w

o
rk

. Y
et, d

o
n
't far m

o
re 

G
allu

p
 P

o
ll-ees th

an
 n

o
t call 

the W
arren C

om
m

ission's find-
ings sleight-of-hand, too? 

T
his is w

hat S
tone effective-

ly
 p

la
y
s o

n
: o

u
r c

o
n
tin

u
in

g
 

d
o
u
b
ts o

v
er w

h
o
 o

r h
o
w

 m
an

y
 

killed John K
ennedy. H

is m
ost 

v
u
ln

erab
le d

ecisio
n
 is m

ak
in

g
 

ex-N
ew

 O
rleans D

A
. Jim

 G
ar-

rison the hero, given the notori- 

w
'3FK

- 
***Y

1 (out of four)._ • - 
K

evin C
ostner 	

Jim
 G

arrison 
T

om
m

y Lee Jones:' . C
lay S

haw
 

G
ary adm

an Lee H
arvey O

sw
ald 

S
issy S

pacek 	
 Liz G

arrison 
A

 W
arner . B

ros. release.' P
ro-

duced by A
. K

itm
an H

o and O
liver 

S
tone. D

irected by S
tone. S

creen-
play by S

tone and Zachary S
klar. In 

. theaters nationally. R
ated R

 (prolan- 
!

ij-t°P
SY

  

ety of G
arrison's em

pty assassi- 
nation conspiracy case against 
local businessm

an C
lay S

haw
. 

F
or his part, K

evin C
ostner (as 

G
arriso

n
) g

iv
es h

is m
o
st p

er-
su

asiv
e p

erfo
rm

an
ce sin

ce N
o
 

W
ay O

ut. A
nd in casting chutz-

pah w
orthy of O

tto P
rem

inger, 
G

arriso
n
 h

im
self p

lay
s C

h
ief 

Justice E
arl W

arren. 
T

he film
 is chillingly seduc-

tive, refuting the assertion that 
L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald w

as a lone 
g
u
n
m

a
n
 —

 o
r th

a
t o

n
e
 so

-
called "m

agic bullet" could do 
so

 m
u
ch

 d
am

ag
e to

 K
en

n
ed

y
 

and T
exas governor John C

on-
n
ally

. O
th

er tim
es, JF

K
 

feels  

like a bill of goods. W
hen som

e 
one speculates that a dead O

s-
w

ald
's p

alm
 p

rin
t could have 

been planted on the fatal rifle, 
w

e see som
eone doing just that. 

G
o easy, 011ie, go easy. 
A

s if S
to

n
e ev

er h
as —

 o
r 

co
u
ld

. Ju
d
g
in

g
 it strictly

 as a 
m

ovie, 
JF

K
 

is p
ro

v
o
cativ

e, a 
tech

n
ical p

rim
er an

d
 an

 en
-

sem
b
le treat w

ith
 u

n
u
su

ally
 

w
ell-realized star cam

eos. It's a 
p
ro

v
o
cativ

e n
ear-sm

ash
 th

at, 
lik

e it o
r n

o
t, w

ill en
d
u
re as a 

m
ust-see for years. 
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