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O
scar for B

est Fem
ale D

irector? 

T
e
rry

 P
ristin

's a
rtic

le
, "Is 

S
treisand S

nub B
orne of D

is-
parity?" (F

eb. 21), brings to 
light som

e interesting points. P
ris-

tin
 n

o
tes th

at so
m

e cy
n

ics ask
, 

"S
hould separate O

scars be aw
ard-

ed for best m
ale director and best 

fem
ale director, just as they are for 

best actor and best actress?" 
T

h
e an

sw
er is n

o
. In

 a w
o
rld

 
trying to m

ove aw
ay from

 sexism
 

and segregation, the A
cadem

y of 
M

otion P
icture A

rts and S
ciences, 

and all institutions, should* m
ake 

every effort to treat all people as 
equals. It is tim

e w
e stop insisting 

o
n
 sep

aratin
g
 m

en
 an

d
 w

o
m

en
 

over so m
any issues. 
M

O
R

G
A
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 J. FR

E
E

M
A

N
 

A
ssistant N

ew
s E

ditor 
U

C
SB

 D
aily N

exus 
S

anta B
arbara - 

P
erhaps the solution to the re-

cu
rrin

g
 ch

arg
es o

f sex
ism

 in
 th

e 
director's branch of the academ

y is 
to

 create tw
o

 categ
o

ries fo
r b

est 
director in the annual O

scar ballot. 
T

he actor's branch distinguishes 
b

etw
een

 g
en

d
er. It w

o
u

ld
 b

e in
-

spiring to see a list of nom
inations 

for best director,, fem
ale. 
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`N
ova' and `JFK

' 

It is in
terestin

g
 th

at H
o
w

ard
 

R
o
sen

b
erg

 p
o
in

ts to
 th

e "N
o
v
a" 

docum
entary as the sane alterna-

tive to m
y film

 "JF
K

" in his F
eb. 7 

colum
n ("A

 R
atings C

onspiracy"), 
but, in praising it as "m

eticulously 
fair," h

e ig
n

o
res th

e rid
icu

lo
u

s 
prem

ise of the "N
ova" film

. 
T

ake, for exam
ple, the "N

ova" 
re-creation of the fatal head shot to 
P

resident K
ennedy: P

lacing a loose 
skull atop a platform

, they shoot it.  
from

 above and behind at a point 
w

here the skull and platform
 m

eet. 
F

rag
m

en
ts flew

 all o
v

er b
u

t th
e 

larg
est p

iece flew
 u

p
 an

d
 b

ack
. 

T
h
is su

p
p

o
sed

ly
 p

ro
v

es th
at th

e 
shot cam

e from
 the B

O
ok D

eposito-
ry. W

hat they don't m
ention is that 

a flesh-and-blood head attached to 
a body in a m

oving vehicle reacts 
nothing like a skull casually placed 
on a podium

_ A
 nice dem

onstration, 
but it proves nothing. 

E
qually preposterous is the pro-

gram
's claim

 that O
sw

ald got off 
three shots in under six seconds, an 
endorsem

ent of the m
agic bullet 

theory. H
ad the program

's produc-
ers researched the actual "science" 
o
f th

is im
p
ro

b
ab

le feat (b
y
, say

, 
read

in
g

 Jo
siah

 T
h

o
m

p
so

n
's "S

ix
 

S
econds in D

allas," an excellent 
exploration of the m

arksm
anship 

required to accom
plish this), they 

m
ight not have cham

pioned this 
approach w

ith blind enthusiasm
. 

A
lthough "N

ova" uses physical 
evidence to investigate the claim

s 
against the W

arren C
om

m
ission, it 

is ev
id

en
t fro

m
 re-en

actm
en

ts 
such as the one m

entioned above 
that theirs w

as an insufficient in-
vestigation. "N

ova" shouldn't pre-
ten

d
 to

 b
e a fair an

d
 th

o
ro

u
g

h
 

exam
ination of the facts. T

he pro-
gram

 adopts the lone assassin/sin-
gle-bullet theory, a position lent 
substantial authority through W

al-
ter C

ronkite's narration. 
"N

o
v
a" d

o
esn

't g
o
 n

early
 far 

enough in its exploration of argu-
m

ents opposing the W
arren R

e-
port, w

hich should leave critical 
v
iew

ers to
 w

o
n
d
er w

h
y
 th

ey
 

w
eren't presented all the evidence. 
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I w
akpleased to see '"Speaking of 

' Im
p

Ian
th

' (F
eb

. 2
4

)- about—
how

  
Jenny Jones decided to "com

e out" 
w

ith
 h

er p
d

so
n

al talie--o
f th

e 
negative effects\  that- breast- im

-
plants have had on her-T3ocjy-T

-It is 
great that w

e riov.61 
figure speaking out and-irifoffning 

. th
e
 p

u
b
lic

 o
n
 th

e
 d

a
n
g
e
rt.4

a
t 

accom
pany breast im

plants.:7 -
1 

E
V

A
 F

IE
L

pS
 

N
orth11011,111i/O

od 

rfind it difficult to belieA
regat 

Jones is doing this show
 O

f lier'liw
n 

free w
ill. I am

 sorry :for:: ..rotiO
s' 

health, and I am
 even m

ore:sabry 
her show

 has com
e to 

N
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