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Time for truce between Stonistas and W
arrenologists 

W
O

U
L

D
 S

O
M

 E
O

N
E

 P
L

E
A

S
E

 P
A

G
E

 C
Y

R
U

S
 

V
A

N
C

E
 in Y

ugoslavia and tell him
 that he and the 

m
e

d
ia

to
rs a

re
 n

e
e

d
e

d
 in

 H
o

llyw
o

o
d

?
 C

a
tch

 th
e

 
next available plane! 

C
an w

e just get a few
 platoons of those incredibly 

expensive U
nited N

ations peacekeepers relocated to the 
E

a
st C

o
a

st fro
m

 C
a

m
b

o
d

ia
 o

r w
h

e
re

ve
r?

 L
ike

 ye
ste

r-
day? 

A
nd there m

ust be som
e old cans of green paint in 

B
eirut w

e can use to draw
 a w

ide truce line north and 
so

u
th

 th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e
 G

re
a

t B
a

sin
, se

p
a

ra
tin

g
 th

e
 w

a
rrin

g
 

fa
ctio

n
s. 

F
olks, w

e need a respite. A
 dose of tranquility. T

his has 
gone on too long. 

T
he w

ar should stop. 
T

he S
tonistas and the W

arrenologists m
ust be sepa-

ra
te

d
. D

isa
rm

e
d

. D
e

fu
se

d
. N

o
w

. 
W

e can not take m
uch m

ore of these incessant and 
re

p
e
titive

 a
rg

u
m

e
n
ts o

ve
r w

h
e
th

e
r th

e
 film

 "JF
K

" is e
vil 

o
r re

ve
la

to
ry. 

W
hether O

liver S
tone is a patriotic genius or a dis-

se
m

b
lin

g
 m

o
u

n
te

b
a

n
k. 

W
hether the P

resident w
as taken out by a solitary 

lu
n
a
tic o

r a
 m

u
lti-a

g
e
n
cy, m

u
ltin

a
tio

n
a
l co

lle
ctio

n
 o

f 
assassins. 

W
h
e
th

e
r th

e
 W

a
rre

n
 R

e
p
o
rt w

a
s th

e
 h

ig
h
e
st tru

th
 th

a
t 

could be achieved at the tim
e it w

as w
ritten or w

hether it 
w

as another seditious cog in a M
achiavellian plot to 

eradicate heroes and underm
ine dem

ocracy. 
G

uys, you've m
ade your points. O

n both sides of the 
issue. 
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y
E

S
, O

L
IV

E
R

 S
T

O
N

E
 IS

A
 B

R
IL

L
IA

N
T

 F
IL

M
-

M
A

K
E

R
, but his epic m

ovie plays fast and loose w
ith 

the facts and elevates an appallingly loutish investi-
g
a
to

r to
 h

e
ro

ic sta
tu

re
. 

A
nd yes, E

arl W
arren w

as an honorable m
an w

ho 
m

ade this a better country. B
ut that report bearing his 

nam
e no longer m

akes us feel com
fortable. In fact, one 

su
d

d
e

n
ly re

a
lize

s th
e

re
 w

a
s a

 lo
t o

f tro
u

b
lin

g
 in

fo
rm

a
tio

n
 

th
a

t w
a

sn
't co

n
sid

e
re

d
. 

W
e have reached that stage w

here our consciousness 
has been raised —

 to the point w
here w

e are getting 
acute headaches from

 these fiery advocates banging us 
against the ceiling. Indeed, one can now

 go to a casual 
m

eal w
ith a perfectly level-headed colleague only to 

discover that surreptitiously he has read eight assassina-
tion books. N

ot only that, he finds it perfectly plausible 
that som

e zealots hiding in a D
allas sew

er raised a 48-
pound m

etal cover in D
ealey P

laza and, unnoticed by 
anyone, popped the P

resident. 

S
o S

tonistas and W
arrenologists, rest on your laurels. 

Y
ou guys have succeeded in forcing us to re-exam

ine our 
fam

iliar assum
ptions, no m

atter on w
hich side they fall. T

R
U

T
H

 IS E
L

U
SIV

E
, a

n
d
 u

ltim
a
te

ly p
e
rso

n
a
l. W

e
 

are now
 going through the process of saying, yes, on 

one hand, it's A
, but still, on the other hand, it 

dam
ned w

ell could be B
. 

W
e are not quite sure about any of it now

. A
nd that is 

th
e
 rig

h
t a

ttitu
d
e
 to

 ta
ke

 in
to

 h
isto

ry. 
B

ut your constant harangue is spooking us. 
Y

ou are transform
ing this from

 a m
andate to seek 

in
fo

rm
a
tio

n
, to

 ze
ro

-b
a
se

 th
e
 a

ssu
m

p
tio

n
s, to

 so
m

e
 kin

d
 

of m
edia-based gotcha gam

e. 
S

o m
ove along. 

S
tone, go create a new

 m
ovie. F

ind som
e other them

e 
fro

m
 th

e
 '6

0
s w

h
e

re
 th

e
 ca

lu
m

n
y o

f p
o

p
u

la
r h

isto
ry o

r 
the establishm

ent m
ust be avenged. 

A
nd you, the journalists and law

yers w
ho are loathe to 

co
n
ce

d
e
 to

 film
m

a
ke

rs w
h
a
t is ro

u
tin

e
ly a

cco
rd

e
d
 to

, 
say, novelists, back off. 

G
o

 fre
t a

b
o

u
t T

ib
e

t o
r th

e
 O

cto
b

e
r S

u
rp

rise
 o

r co
-

caine deals in the congressional m
ail room

. 
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IT

E
 O

F
Y

O
U

R
 W

O
R

ST
 F

E
A

R
S, "JF

K
" w

as 
ju

st a
 m

o
vie

. It w
o

n
't u

n
d

e
rm

in
e

 d
e

m
o

cra
cy o

r h
is-

to
ry. A

n
d
 it w

o
n
't o

ve
rn

ig
h
t tu

rn
 to

 d
u
st yo

u
r co

lu
m

n
s 

and clips and briefs. 
E

m
ancipate us. Let us now

 sort through the facts and 
opinions you have placed before us. M

ore accurately, 
shoved in our faces. 

Let us create our ow
n history. W

ithout your serving as 
sco

ld
in

g
 p

ro
cto

rs. 

V
an G

ordon Sauter, tw
ice president of C

B
S N

ew
s, 

review
s TV

 for D
aily V

ariety and teaches at U
C

 B
erkeley. 


