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D
anny A

iello shines in a subdued 'R
uby' 

B
y M

ike C
lark 

U
SA
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O

D
A

Y
 

R
uby, as in Jack, is a trade-

off for O
liver S

tone's JF
K

. U
n-

like the latter, it doesn't assault 
y
o
u
 lik

e a d
ru

n
k
 at a p

arty
, 

w
h
ich

 is certain
ly

 a relief. 
T

hen again, R
uby isn't all that 

thrilling as cinem
a —

 the sole 
rock not yet heaved at S

tone. 
L

ike T
he L

ong W
alk H

om
e, 

S
candal and a lot of T

V
 docu-

dram
as, 

R
uby 

hits foolproof 
buttons on our collective m

em
-

ory bank am
id adequate peri-

od recreations. Its best feature: 
D

an
n
y
 A

iello
's title p

erfo
r-

m
ance as the D

allas club ow
n-

er w
h
o
 sh

o
t L

ee H
arv

ey
 O

s-
w

ald
, C

ast as a p
u

d
g

y
, h

o
t-

tem
p

ered
 h

o
o

d
 w

ith
 m

u
rk

y
 

M
afia co

n
n
ectio

n
s, A

iello
 

avoids the tem
ptation to bellow

 
or otherw

ise overact. 
A

s R
u
b
y
 h

as it —
 an

d
 b

y
 

n
o

w
, o

n
e JF

K
 assassin

atio
n

 
theory sounds as good as anoth-
er —

 its subject shot O
sw

ald to 
expose a m

ob-C
IA

 conspiracy 
h
e d

id
n
't p

erceiv
e u

n
til th

e  

president w
as being shot. 

T
o

 b
e su

re, h
e k

n
ew

 th
e 

players. B
efore the film

's m
o-

to
rcad

e clim
ax

, w
e'v

e seen
 

R
u
b
y
 as an

 F
B

I in
fo

rm
an

t, 
m

ob errand boy, and em
cee at 

his ow
n C

arousel club, w
hich 

didn't cater to R
om

per R
oom

 

clientele. 
S

herilyn F
enn (T

w
in P

eaks) 
does nicely as C

andy C
ane, a 

com
posite of real-life strippers 

R
u

b
y
 

(o
u
t o

f lo
u
r) 

D
a
n
n
y A

ie
llo

 	
 J

a
c
k
 R

u
b
y
 

S
hen'yin P

enn 	
 C

a
n
d
y C

a
n
e
 

A
n

ise
 H

o
w

a
rd

 	
 M

a
x
w

e
ll 

A
 T

riu
m

p
h

 R
e

le
a

s
in

g
 C

o
rp

. re
-

te
a

se
. P

ro
d

u
ce

d
 b

y S
ig

u
rjo

n
 S

ig
h

-
ya

tsso
n

 a
n

d
 S

te
ve

 G
o

lin
. D

ire
cte

d
 

b
y Jo

h
n

 M
a

cke
n

zie
. S

cre
e

n
p

la
y b

y 
S

te
p

h
e

n
 D

a
vis, In

 th
e

a
te

rs n
a

llo
ria

l-
ly, R

a
te

d
 R

 (p
ro

fa
n
ity, vio

le
n
ce

, m
ild

 
se

xu
a

l situ
a

tio
n

s). 

an
d
 a M

arily
n
 M

o
n
ro

e lo
o
k
-

alike. C
andy has a presidential 

try
st h

ere, so
 th

e M
o

n
ro

e re-
sem

blance m
ay be an in-joke; 

also am
using is the designation 

o
f F

ran
k

 S
in

atra as 
"T

ony 
M

o
n
tan

a," a sin
g
er w

h
o
se 

num
bers are alw

ays backed by 
p

aten
ted

 B
lu

e E
y

es arran
g

e-
m

en
ts. T

o
o

 m
an

y
 o

f th
ese 

gam
es, though, end up w

orking 
against the m

ovie. 
R

u
b
y
 is ju

st c
o
m

p
e
te

n
t 

enough to be John M
ackenzie's 

best since 
he directed 1980's 

T
he L

ong G
ood F

riday. It m
ay, 

though, be tim
e for a m

oratori-
um

 on JF
K

 fare before w
e get 

John C
onnally —

 the M
ovie. 

A
N

O
T

H
E

R
 J

F
K

 V
IE

W
: Jack R

uby, played by D
anny A

iello, lunges forw
ard to shoot L

ee H
arvey 

O
sw

ald in 'R
uby,' w

hich focuses on R
uby in the days prior to P

resident K
en

n
ed

y's assassin
atio

n
. 
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