
Oscar Watch 
Annette Bening, 
supporting actress 
nominee last year 
for "The Grifters" 
and star of this 
year's multi-
nominated 
"Bugsy," will be a 
presenter at the 
64th anni Academy 
Awards, March 30. 
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PGA bestows bestows Golden Laurels 
as protesters decry winners 

BY MARC BEEMAN 

The Producers Guild of Ameri-
ca's Golden Laurel Awards were 
presented Wednesday night at the 
Regent Beverly Wilshire Hotel. 

The awards, previously an-
nounced (Daily Variety, Feb. 27), 
included lifetime achievement 
awards to RKO and MGM pro-
ducer Pandro S. Berman and six-
time Emmy winner Fred de Cor-
dova. 

Berman, who will be 87 this 
month, acknowledged the honor, 
saying, "I don't deserve your ap-
plause and hope someday [will." 

Producer Ron Bozman accepted 
the Producer of the Year award for 
"Silence of the Lambs," which he 
produced with Edward Saxon and 
Kenneth Utt. 

The most galvanizing ac-
ceptance came from producer-
writer-director Matty Rich for his 
film "Straight Out of Brooklyn." 

Rich was awarded the Eastman 
Kodak Nova Award for most 
promising film producer, and 
noted that his inspiration had not  

been the great Hollywood pro-
ducers of the past; rather, it had 
been a response to the bubble-
headed, saccharine image of "The 
Brady Bunch" on TV, and his de-
sire to make a film about family life 
as he had known it in the Red Hook 
projects. 

The 20-year-old also appealed 
to the largely silver-haired audi-
ence not to prejudge black men by 
the way they look, walk or talk and 
not to assume that they "don't have 
a brain." 

PGA president Leonard Stern, 
Turn to page 30 
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Laurel winners `Silence,' JFIC draw protest 
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w
ho hosted the evening w

ith Jack 
L

em
m

o
n

, co
m

m
en

ted
 o

n
 R

ich
's 

acceptance speech, saying, "Y
our 

im
p

act w
as trem

en
d

o
u
s; I fo

u
n
d
 

m
yself teary -eyed." 
E

arlier, in
 a m

o
re d

ry
-ey

ed
 

m
o
o
d
, S

tern
 h

ad
 o

u
tlin

ed
 th

e 
P

G
A

's o
n

g
o

in
g

 effo
rts ag

ain
st 

so
a
rin

g
 p

ro
d
u
c
tio

n
 c

o
sts a

n
d
 

lengthy, gratuitous producer cred-
its, am

ong other concerns. 
T

he evening also occasioned the 
creation of a P

G
A

 H
all of F

am
e for  

television program
s. 

H
ollyw

ood legend Jackie C
oo-

per acknow
ledged the producers 

of the inaugural slate of show
s, "A

ll 
in the F

am
ily," "T

he E
d S

ullivan 
S

how
," "G

unsm
oke," "T

he H
all-

m
ark

 H
all o

f F
am

e," "I L
o
v
e 

L
u

cy
," "T

h
e M

ary
 T

y
ler M

o
o

re 
S

h
o
w

," "M
A

S
H

," "P
lay

h
o
u
se 

9
0

," "R
o

o
ts," "6

0
 M

in
u

te
s," 

"T
he Jackie G

leason S
how

," "T
he 

T
onight S

how
" and "Y

our S
how

 
of S

how
s" ("C

aesar's H
our"). 

T
he event took place am

id heavy  

security over expected Q
ueer N

a-
tion protesters. 

T
h

e
 p

ro
te

ste
rs, n

u
m

b
e
rin

g
 

about a dozen, stayed outside the 
hotel and aw

ay from
 its entrances, 

w
h

ere th
ey

 p
assed

 o
u

t fliers d
e-

n
o

u
n

cin
g

 G
o

ld
en

 L
au

rel w
in

n
er 

"T
h
e S

ilen
ce o

f th
e L

am
b
s" an

d
 

O
liv

er S
to

n
e's "JF

K
" fo

r stereo
-

typical, im
balanced and negative 

portrayals of gays. 
T

he leaflets asserted, " 'T
he S

i-
lence of the L

am
bs' cashes in on 

fear, h
atred

 an
d
 m

isu
n
d
erstan

d
-

ing" and posed the question "W
hy 

else w
ould audiences nationw

ide 
scream

 'kill the faggot' in the big  

show
dow

n shoot-out finale?" 
T

heir m
essage never penetrated 

to the ballroom
, w

here one guest 
w

as heard to ask, "W
hat are they 

ag
ain

st? T
h

e m
o

v
ies?" to

 w
h

ich
 

his fem
ale com

panion responded, 
"T

h
ey

're ag
ain

st th
e straig

h
ts, 

w
hat else?" 
Q

u
eer N

atio
n
's Ju

d
y
 S

isn
ero

s 
said

 th
e g

ro
u
p
 w

ill b
e jo

in
ed

 b
y
 

o
th

er g
ay

 activ
ist g

ro
u

p
s fro

m
 

acro
ss th

e co
u

n
try

 M
arch

 3
0

 in
 

planned protests at the O
scars. 

S
he said, "W

e w
ant H

ollyw
ood 

to stop hateful portrayals of queers. 
W

e never see our lives portrayed in 
any true w

ay, shape or form
." 


