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Memo to the 
Academy on Its 
64th Birthday: 
Retire or Reform 

B Peter Travers 
HE OSCAR TEILECAST ON 
Mardi 306 is an occa-
sion us ths the Academy 
of Motion Picture Art. 
and Seleaces for slimy-

four years of comment obtuseness. 
Ttough e, probably me a nasty rumor 
char the median •ge of the academy's 
1993 voting members O also awry-feu, 
the meardlershrp's racist waist Ann and 
resolutely old-tier mentadiry is self-en-
dent Only one woman director 'Line 
Weranuller) has ever been omainarech 
only ore black acv ISidney Pother) has 

won {or s leading ruie, and no indepen-
dent film has won Bear Picture. The 
aeadony's earthman:se prectices have be-
come embarreuung, Down WA- Woken, 

Dining MIur air,  and Rat Ma. tilt liar 
Pizarro Oscars weak Do the Riirfe Thug, 

Napo" Cowboy and Nur Scher ere nor 
was 30111313133:1- Why not nor Ignore the 
Fr4.6.6,1,,,,..i.ne Bn 	Oscar ream- 
non get • boost at the bmt acre, prosier 
on video and win their creators other 
jobs; the tone progaram Tom rmajrr 

nazi' be ionarrig me rags. The time Inc 
an overhol .11:111g pions:low o now. 

lit ironic :her the outcry aver rho 
year's claminanons centers an ON:16i 
merencoddsk snub of Barbra Soared. 
Homo gratifying no rhush char the academy 
overlooked her because her direction of 

the lachrymose Pm, of Tuffs was as 
glaring an her fingernails, er, perform- 

ilvsmostori sy ossio covets' 
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