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C
ronkite: L

B
J doubted W

arren report 
B

y S
teve M
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U
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F
o

rm
er p

resid
en

t L
y

n
d

o
n

 
Jo

h
n

so
n

 g
o

t C
B

S
 C

h
airm

an
 

W
illiam

 P
aley to delete from

 a 
T

V
 interview

 his rem
arks ques-

tio
n
in

g
 th

e W
arren

 C
o
m

m
is-

sio
n

's co
n
clu

sio
n
 th

at a lo
n

e 
g

u
n

m
an

 k
illed

 P
resid

en
t Jo

h
n

 
F

. K
en

n
ed

y
, fo

rm
er an

ch
o

r 
W

aiter C
ronkite says. 

C
ro

n
k
ite's co

m
m

en
ts, m

ad
e 

W
ednesday to T

he A
ssociated 

P
ress, cam

e am
id

 ren
ew

ed
 in

-
terest in the 1963 assassination. 

O
liv

er S
to

n
e's m

o
v
ie 

JF
K

 
sp

ark
ed

 a fu
ro

r w
ith

 its p
re-

m
ise th

at a U
.S

. g
o
v
ern

m
en

t 
agency conspiracy w

as respon-
sib

le fo
r K

en
n
ed

y
's d

eath
 o

n
 

N
ov. 22, 1963 in D

allas. 

T
h

e W
arren

 C
o

m
m

issio
n

 
concluded L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald 

alone killed K
ennedy. 

Johnson com
m

ented on that 
finding during an interview

 in 
1
9
7
0
 —

 th
e y

ear after h
e left 

office —
 for a television series 

on his m
em

oirs. 
"H

e said
 h

e'd
 n

ev
er b

een
 

su
re th

e W
arren

 C
o

m
m

issio
n

 
w

a
s rig

h
t, th

a
t h

e
'd

 a
lw

a
y

s 
thought there w

as a possibility' 
o

f a co
n

sp
iracy

 in
 K

en
n

ed
y

's 
death," C

ronkite said. 
U

n
d

e
r a

n
 a

g
re

e
m

e
n
t b

e
-

tw
een Johnson and C

B
S

 N
ew

s, 
th

e fo
rm

er p
resid

en
t h

ad
 2

4
 

hours to have any rem
ark he'd 

m
ade deleted for broadcast. 
A

t first, Jo
h

n
so

n
 d

id
n

't o
b

-
ject to his W

arren C
om

m
ission 

rem
ark

s, an
d
 C

B
S

 p
lan

n
ed

 to
  

air them
, C

ronkite said. 
B

u
t w

h
en

 Jo
h
n
so

n
 —

 w
h
o
 

died in 1973 —
 sought their de-

letio
n
 sev

eral w
eek

s later, h
e 

w
as told he w

as too late. 
Jo

h
n
so

n
 a

p
p
e
a
le

d
 to

 n
e
t-

w
ork founder P

aley, w
ho over-

ruled C
ronkite and the produc-

ers, C
ronkite said. 

P
aley died in 1990. 

A
 report on C

ronkite's recol-
lectio

n
 o

f th
e ep

iso
d
e in

itially
 

appeared in V
ariety, the enter-

tainm
ent w

eekly. It said C
ron-

kite recently discussed it for a 
cab

le telev
isio

n
 d

o
cu

m
en

tary
 

on the K
ennedy assassination. 

A
nother report that Johnson 

w
as sk

ep
tical o

f th
e W

arren
 

C
om

m
ission findings cam

e in a 
letter b

y
 fo

rm
er Jo

h
n

so
n

 aid
e 

Joseph C
alifano that T

he W
all 

S
treet Jo

u
rn

a
l 

published last 
w

eek
. C

alifan
o
, in

 criticizin
g
 

th
e m

o
v

ie JF
K

, said
 Jo

h
n

so
n

 
to

ld
 h

im
 h

e b
eliev

ed
 C

u
b
an

 
lead

er F
id

el C
astro

 w
as re-

sponsible for the assassination 
and O

sw
ald didn't act alone. 

O
ther m

edia reports: 
• T

elevision's Inside E
dition 

rep
o
rted

 W
ed

n
esd

ay
 th

at O
s-

w
ald

 h
ad

 lin
k
s to

 th
e C

IA
, 

w
hich has denied any link. T

he 
show

's B
ill O

'R
eilly disclosed 

sealed reports from
 the H

ouse 
A

ssassination C
om

m
ittee. 

• C
B

S
's 48 H

ours W
ednes-

d
ay

 w
as th

e n
etw

o
rk

's fo
u

rth
 

prim
e-tim

e show
 in 28 years to 

p
ro

b
e th

e ascassin
atio

n
 m

y
s-

tery
. T

h
e sh

o
w

 co
v

ered
 co

n
-

spiracy theories and D
an R

ath-
er interview

ed director S
tone. 

U
P

I 

JO
H

N
S

O
N

: C
h
a
n
g
e
d
 m

in
d
 

about T
V

 interview
 com

m
ents 


