
T
he m

edia's conspiracy 
against O

liver Stone 
L

ong before O
liver Stone's JFK

 w
as released a shrill barrage of 

criticism
 sw

ept through the ranks of our corporate m
edia. S

tarting 
in m

id-M
ay w

ith a colum
n in the C

hicago Tribune and continuing 
until the film

 w
as released in late D

ecem
ber, the N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

es, 
the W

ashington P
ost. E

squire, Tim
e m

agazine, Life and A
B

C
's N

ight-
lare all joined in an unprecedented cam

paign against a film
 that had 

not yet been seen by the public. A
s G

arry T
rudeau w

rote on January 
8. readers of the T

im
es' sixth, seventh, eighth and ninth personal at-

tacks on O
liver S

tone that w
eek could be forgiven for w

ondering 
w

hether the beleaguered director of JFK
 has a point. "S

ignificant ele-
m

ents of the E
stablishm

ent M
edia do seem

 hellbent on destroying 
his reputation.-  T

rudeau observed. 
C

urious, and also suspicious of all the negative attention JFK had 
gotten from

 pundits w
ho norm

ally consider it beneath them
 to w

rite 
about a m

ovie, w
e w

ent to see the film
 last w

eek. L
ike the m

ore 
than 10 percent of the A

m
erican people w

ho never have believed 
that L

ee H
arvey O

sw
ald w

as a lone assassin, w
e have alw

ays as-
sum

ed that P
resident K

ennedy w
as the victim

 of som
e kind of con-

spiracy. B
ut w

e have never been persuaded by any of the conspiracy 
buffs. T

heir theories have all seem
ed long on supposition and short 

nn substantiation. 
T

he m
ovie did little to change our m

ind. It reinforced our belief 
that m

ore than one person had to be involved in the assassination, 
and that O

sw
ald had probably been set up—

that, as he claim
ed, he 

w
as a patsy. B

ut the film
 w

as confused and confusing on the ques-
tion of w

ho killed K
ennedy. In our inform

al survey of those w
ho 

have seen it, this em
erged as the near-universal conclusion. 

E
ven the H

ouse com
m

ittee that investigated the K
ennedy assassi-

nation in 1979 concluded that O
sw

ald did not act alone. A
nd yet the 

corporate press seem
s to have form

ed a conspiracy of its ow
n to de-

fend the W
arren C

om
m

ission report and to denounce S
tone for dar-

ing to raise questions about the official story. O
ne could have antici- 

pated attacks on the film
 from

 the cruder retainers of established 
pow

er, but it w
as a surprise that even a norm

ally m
oderate col-

um
nist like the N

ew
 Y

ork T
im

es' A
nthony L

ew
is w

ould be outraged 
about a m

ovie because it "tells us that our governm
ent cannot be 

trusted to give an honest account of a presidential assassination." 
W

ell, w
e all know

 that the governm
ent cannot be trusted to tell us 

the truth about anything that m
ight lead to questioning authority—

or policy. O
ver the last 11 years our governm

ent has lied to us 
about the causes—

and the effects—
of three w

ars, about the state of 
our econom

y and about m
any lesser issues. A

m
erican presidents 

have never been squeam
ish about w

ithholding the truth from
 the 

public w
hen they have deem

ed it necessary, but the R
eagan and 

B
ush adm

inistrations have honed lying to near perfection. T
hey had 

to. If they had told the truth, they w
ould have been driven from

 of-
fice. 

A
nd, of course, the corporate m

edia have routinely reported the 
lies w

ith a straight face. Q
uestioning authority or displaying inde-

pendent opinions disappeared long ago from
 our m

ajor m
edia. D

ec-
ades ago, w

hen w
e still had a free, com

petitive press, events like the 
K

ennedy assassination w
ould have been w

idely investigated and dis-
cussed in m

ajor new
spapers and m

agazines. N
ow

, inform
ing the 

A
m

erican people is left to a handful of sm
all independent publica-

tions and to individuals like O
liver S

tone w
ho have the courage and 

the w
herew

ithal to capture public attention. 
It's true that som

e of S
tone's ideas about the conspiracy to kill 

K
ennedy—

and about K
ennedy him

self—
are off the w

all. B
ut few

 be-
sides conspiracy groupies w

ill pay m
uch attention to S

tone's cor-
nucopia of specific conspiratorial theories, w

hile m
ost, if not all, 

w
ho see the m

ovie w
ill know

 that there's m
ore to this story than w

e 
have been told. 

U
ltim

ately, the great im
pact of S

tone's m
ovie is a reflection of the 

m
edia's failure to do w

hat it professes to do. If the m
edia had hon-

estly investigated K
ennedy's assassination and explored the various 

theories in its reporting, S
tone's m

ovie w
ould have little significance 

A
nd if our journalists and pundits did not act in concert w

ith the 
governm

ent in obscuring and distorting the truth, the A
m

erican peo- 
ple w

ould be less susceptible to paranoid fantasies. 	
■
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