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A Ratings Conspiracy 
J.F.K.'s TV Connection? No Commission Needed 

The Warren Commission's 
finding that Lee Harvey 
Oswald acted alone in as-

sassinating President John F. 
Kennedy launched a cottage in-
dustry of skeptics and conspiracy 
theorists that Oliver Stone's 
"JFK" and its attendant publicity 
have upsized into a Fortune 500 
conglomerate. 

On the NBC morning series "A 
Closer Look" this week, host 
Faith Daniels polled her studio 
audience on the multiple hypoth-
eses on the assassination. No 
surprise: A big majority believed 
that "the government" did it. 

Attribute that result to the 
loud, echoing resonance of 
Stone's persuasively crafted, only 
partially truthful film, which 
leaves the distinct impression 
that elements of the government, 
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including even then-Vice Presi-
dent Lyndon B. Johnson: were 
behind Kennedy's 1963 murder in 
Dallas. 

The media and this story are 
now joined at the hip, the cover-
age and speculation having fused 
so completely that one is indistin- 

guishable from the other. And not 
surprisingly, the aroma of TV 
ratingi is in the air. 

Wednesday—the first day of 
the crucial February ratings 
sweeps—found a whopping five 
programs featuring various kinds 
of Kennedy assassination parries. 
It started with NBC's "Today" 
program (whose weeklong "Who 
Killed JFK?" series was to con-
clude today with the inevitable 
interview of Stone), continued 
with "A Closer Look," followed 
that evening with the syndicated 
series "Inside Edition," the CBS 
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Associated press 
President and Mrs. Kennedy and Texas.Gov. John Connally on the 
fateful day in 1963: A cottage industry becormis,a conglomerate. 
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