
lish
ed

 reco
rd

s o
f H

o
u

se co
m

m
ittees 

are sealed
 fro

m
 th

e p
u

b
lic fo

r 3
0

 
years, and certain categories —

 such 
as m

inutes of executive session m
eet-

in
g
s —

 are sealed
 fo

r 5
0
 y

ears, said
 

B
ob C

orren, w
ho oversees com

m
ittee 

reco
rd

s at th
e A

rch
iv

es. 
C

ritics say
 th

at R
ep

. L
o
u
is S

to
k
es 

(D
., O

hio) and the panel's chief coun-
sel, J. R

o
b
ert B

lak
ey

, h
av

e co
n
sis-

ten
tly

 o
p
p
o
sed

 calls to
 release th

e 
files. B

ut now
, m

om
entum

 to do so is 
m

o
u
n
tin

g
. S

to
k
es last w

eek
 said

 h
e 

w
as "ex

p
lo

rin
g
 th

e p
o
ssib

ility
" o

f 
su

p
p

o
rtin

g
 a H

o
u

se reso
lu

tio
n

 th
at 

w
o
u
ld

 u
n
lo

ck
 th

e files. 
A

t th
e A

rch
iv

es, staffers are m
o

re 
co

n
cern

ed
 ab

o
u

t an
o

th
er assertio

n
 

in S
tone's m

ovie —
 in the epilogue -

su
g
g
estin

g
 th

at th
e A

rch
iv

es so
m

e-
h
o
w

 lo
st K

en
n
ed

y
's b

rain
. 

"It's im
p
o
rtan

t to
 u

s th
at w

e clear 
th

is u
p
," said

 sp
o
k
esw

o
m

an
 B

rett. 
T

h
e claim

 w
as first m

ad
e b

y
 C

y
ril 

W
ech

t, a p
ro

m
in

en
t P

ittsb
u
rg

h
 p

a-
th

o
lo

g
ist an

d
 lo

n
g

-stan
d

in
g

 W
arren

 
C

o
m

m
issio

n
 critic, after h

e w
as p

er-
m

itted
 to

 ex
am

in
e K

en
n
ed

y
 au

to
p
sy

 
reco

rd
s at th

e A
rch

iv
es in

 1
9
7
2
. A

n
 

in
v

en
to

ry
 o

f m
aterials th

at h
ad

 b
een

 
turned over to K

ennedy's form
er sec-

retary
, E

v
ely

n
 L

in
co

ln
, at th

e A
r-

chives by K
ennedy's personal physi-

cian
, G

eo
rg

e G
. B

u
rk

ley
, in

 A
p

ril 

T
h
e P

h
ilad

elp
h
ia Inquirer 	

W
ed

n
esd

ay
, Jan

. 2
2
, 1

9
9
2
 	

C
9 

`JFK
' is no hit w

ith the A
rchives 

F
ilm

 fuels a surge in requests to see evidence there 
B

y M
ichael Isikofi 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 P

O
S

T
 

W
A

S
H

IN
G

T
O

N
 —

 Is P
resident John 

F
. K

en
n
ed

y
's b

rain
 really

 m
issin

g
 

fro
m

 th
e N

atio
n
al A

rch
iv

es? A
n
d
 

w
h

at ab
o

u
t th

o
se "secret" assassin

a-
tio

n
 files th

at can
n

o
t b

e o
p

en
ed

 fo
r 

an
 ad

d
itio

n
al 3

7
 y

ears? 
If y

o
u
'v

e seen
 JF

K
, O

liver Stone's 
th

ree-h
o
u
r d

o
cu

d
ram

a ab
o
u
t a sin

is-
ter co

n
sp

iracy
 to

 k
ill K

en
n
ed

y
, y

o
u
 

m
ig

h
t b

e w
o

n
d

erin
g

 th
e sam

e th
in

g
. 

S
u
ch

 q
u
estio

n
s h

av
e cau

sed
 m

o
re 

than a few
 headaches at the N

ational 
A

rch
iv

es, staff m
em

b
ers said

 last 
w

eek
. T

h
e m

o
v

ie h
as g

en
erated

 a 
su

rg
e in

 p
u

b
lic req

u
ests to

 in
sp

ect 
evidence related to the assassination. 

"T
h
ere's alw

ay
s b

een
 in

terest in
 

this from
 day one, but in the last few

 
m

o
n
th

s w
e'v

e b
een

 v
ery

 b
u
sy

," said
 

M
ich

ael M
cR

ey
n

o
ld

s, w
h

o
 as d

irec-
to

r o
f th

e T
ex

tu
al R

eferen
ce D

iv
i-

sio
n
, o

v
e
rse

e
s th

e
 re

c
o
rd

s o
f th

e
 

W
arren

 C
o
m

m
issio

n
, w

h
ich

 in
 1

9
6
4
 

in
v

e
stig

a
te

d
 th

e
 a

ssa
ssin

a
tio

n
. 

"W
e're g

ettin
g

 a lo
t o

f letters fro
m

 
people asking for inform

ation and to 
see docum

ents. A
lm

ost of them
 w

ant 
to

 see au
to

p
sy

 p
h
o
to

g
rap

h
s." 

A
s official custodian of the nation's 

reco
rd

s, th
e A

rch
iv

es retain
s h

u
n
-

d
red

s o
f th

o
u
san

d
s o

f p
ag

es o
f W

ar-
ren

 C
o
m

m
issio

n
 reco

rd
s —

 m
o
re 

than 360 cubic feet of m
aterial: from

 
th

e Italian
-m

ad
e M

an
n
lich

er-C
ar-

can
o
 rifle u

sed
 b

y
 L

ee H
arv

ey
 O

s-
w

ald to pictures of the strippers w
ho 

w
o
rk

ed
 at Jack

 R
u
b
y
's D

allas n
ig

h
t-

clu
b

, th
e C

aro
u

sel. 
W

hile 98 percent of this m
aterial is  

th
eo

retically
 o

p
en

 to
 th

e p
u
b
lic, th

e 
b
u
sin

esslik
e M

cR
ey

n
o
ld

s ex
p
lain

ed
 

that you could not just w
ander in off 

th
e street an

d
 tak

e a p
eek

. 
U

n
d
er an

 ag
reem

en
t w

ith
 th

e K
en

-
n

ed
y

 fam
ily

, fo
r ex

am
p

le, th
e au

-
to

p
sy

 m
aterial h

as b
een

 restricted
 to

 
"serio

u
s" research

ers; th
e A

rch
iv

es 
ap

p
lies th

e sam
e stan

d
ard

 to
 m

ate-
rial ev

id
en

ce. 
"W

e have a lot of people w
ho w

alk 
in and say, 'C

an I see the rifle?' " said 
M

cR
eynolds, leading a reporter on a 

to
u

r th
ro

u
g

h
 th

e
 d

im
ly

 lit ro
o

m
s 

w
here the records are kept. "W

e say, 
'N

o
. ... Its n

o
t a serio

u
s req

u
est.'" 

T
h

e A
rch

iv
es h

as accelerated
 its 

review
 of the rem

aining 2 percent of 
classified

 W
arren

 C
o
m

m
issio

n
 ev

i-
dence —

 segregated in 20 boxes in a 
secu

re v
au

lt. M
cR

ey
n

o
ld

s an
d

 o
th

er 
A

rc
h
iv

e
s o

ffic
ia

ls in
d
ic

a
te

d
 la

st 
w

eek that at least som
e of that m

ate-
rial w

o
u

ld
 n

ev
er b

e m
ad

e p
u

b
lic. 

T
h
ere are, fo

r ex
am

p
le, O

sw
ald

's 
tax returns. "T

hat's protected by stat-
u

te," said
 Jill D

. B
rett, an

 A
rch

iv
es 

spokesw
om

an. 
M

u
ch

 o
f th

e in
terest g

en
erated

 b
y
 

S
to

n
e's m

o
v
ie cen

ters o
n
 an

o
th

er set 
of docum

ents stored at the A
rchives: 

th
e
 u

n
p
u
b
lish

e
d
 re

c
o
rd

s o
f th

e
 

H
ouse S

elect C
om

m
ittee on A

ssassi-
n

atio
n

s, tu
rn

ed
 o

v
er to

 th
e C

lerk
 o

f 
th

e H
o

u
se in

 1
9

7
9

 an
d

 sealed
 u

n
til 

2029. C
onspiracy theorists have long 

co
n
ten

d
ed

 th
at • th

ese "secret" re-
co

rd
s —

 n
o

t su
b

ject to
 th

e F
reed

o
m

 
o
f In

fo
rm

atio
n
 A

ct —
 h

o
ld

 critical 
clu

es to
 th

e assassin
atio

n
. 

U
n
d
er a H

o
u
se ru

le, all u
n
p
u
b
- 



196S had listed nine categories of 
autopsy-related items, including a 
"stainless steel container — 7 inches 
in diameter — containing gross ma-
terial" and microscopic tissue slides. 

Wecht said that, seven years later 
when he opened the material, which 
had been locked in a footlocker, the 
stainless steel container and slides 
were gone. 

"There's something very sinister 
about this," Wecht said Monday. "It's  

the most important piece of physical 
evidence in the case. At the very 
least, they (the Archives' were inept 
and negligent." 

But Brett said the accusation was 
unfair. In fact, she said, the material 
turned over by Burkley belonged to 
the Kennedy family. She said that a 
few days after Burkley gave the ma-
terial to Lincoln in 1965, a secretary 
to Sen. Robert F. Kennedy retrieved 
it. Not until Oct. 29, 1966, did Burke 

Marshall, an attorney for the Ken-
nedy family, return the material in a 
footlocker to the Archives and offi-
cially deed its contents to the gov-
ernment. 

"We have no idea what happened 
to the gross material and tissue 
slides," Brett said. "But the point is, 
they were never in the custody of the 
National Archives.... The movie im-
plies they were part of the [Archives] 
records, and that's not accurate." 


