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ssassination 

B
y M
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W
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Is P
resid

en
t Joh

n
 F

. K
en

n
ed

y's 
b

rain
 really m

issin
g from

 th
e N

a-
tion

al A
rch

ives? A
n

d
 w

h
at ab

ou
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th
ose "

secret"
 assassin

ation
 files 

that can't be opened for another 37 
years? 

If you
've seen

 "
JF

K
,"

 O
liver 

S
to

n
e's th

ree-h
o
u

r d
o
cu

d
ra

m
a
 

ab
ou

t a sin
ister con

sp
iracy to k

ill 
th

e late p
resid

en
t, you

 m
igh

t b
e 

w
on

d
erin

g th
e sam

e th
in

g. S
u

ch
 

questions have caused m
ore than a 

few
 h

ead
ach

es at th
e N

ation
al A

r-
ch

iv
es, sta

ff m
em

b
ers sa

id
 la

st 
w

eek
. T

h
e m

ovie h
as gen

erated
 a 

su
rge in

 p
u

b
lic req

u
ests to in

sp
ect 

ev
id

en
ce rela

tin
g
 to

 K
en

n
ed

y
's 

slaying. 
"T

here's alw
ays been interest in 

th
is from

 D
ay O

n
e, b

u
t in

 th
e last 

few
 m

onths w
e've been very busy," 

said M
ichael R

. M
cR

eynolds, w
ho, 

as d
irector of th

e T
extu

al R
efer-

ence D
ivision, oversees the records 

of the W
arren C

om
m

ission that in 
1964 com

pleted its investigation of 
th

e N
ov. 22, 1963, K

en
n

ed
y assas-

sination. "W
e're getting a lot of let-

ters from
 p

eop
le ask

in
g for in

for-
m

ation
 an

d
 to see d

ocu
m

en
ts. A

l-
m

ost all of them
 w

ant to see autop-
sy photographs." 

A
s official cu

stod
ian

 of th
e n

a-
tion's records, the A

rchives retains 
hundreds of thousands of pages of 
W

arren
 C

om
m

ission
 record

s—
m

ore th
an

 360-cu
b

ic-feet of m
ate- 

rial: from
 th

e Italian
-m

ad
e M

an
n

-
lich

er-C
arcan

o rifle u
sed

 b
y L

ee 
H

arvey O
sw

ald
 to p

ictu
res of th

e 
strip

p
ers w

h
o

 w
o

rk
ed

 a
t J

a
ck

 
R

u
b

y's D
allas n

igh
tclu

b
, th

e C
ar-

ou
sel. 
B

u
t w

h
ile 98 p

ercen
t of th

is m
a-

terial is th
eoretically op

en
 to th

e 
public, the businesslike M

cR
eynolds 

explained that you can't just w
ander 

in
 off th

e street an
d

 tak
e a p

eek
. 

U
nder an agreem

ent w
ith the K

en-
nedy fam

ily, for exam
ple, the autop-

sy m
aterial h

as b
een

 restricted
 to 

"
seriou

s"
 research

ers, an
d

 th
e A

r-
chives applies the sam

e standard to 
m

aterial evidence. 
"

W
e h

ave a lot of p
eop

le w
h

o 
w

alk
 in

 an
d

 say, `C
an

 I see th
e ri-

fle?' "
 said

 M
cR

eyn
old

s, lead
in

g a 
reporter on a tour through the dim

-
ly lit room

s w
h

ere th
e record

s are 
k

ep
t. "

W
e say, 'N

o. . . . It's n
ot a 

serious request.' " 
M

eanw
hile, the A

rchives has ac-
celerated

 its review
 of th

e rem
ain

-
in

g 2 p
ercen

t of classified
 W

arren
 

C
om

m
ission evidence, w

hich is seg-
reg

a
ted

 in
 2

0
 b

o
x

es in
 a

 secu
re 

vau
lt. M

cR
eyn

old
s an

d
 oth

er A
r-

ch
ives officials in

d
icated

 last w
eek

 
th

at at least som
e of th

at m
aterial 

w
ill never be m

ade public. 
T

here are, for exam
ple, O

sw
ald's 

tax retu
rn

s. "
T

h
at's p

rotected
 b

y 
statu

te,"
 said

 Jill D
. B

rett, an
 A

r-
chives spokesw

om
an. 

B
u

t m
u

ch
 of th

e in
terest gen

er-
ated

 b
y S

ton
e's m

ovie cen
ters on

 
an

oth
er set of assassin

ation
 d

ocu
-

m
en

ts also stored
 at th

e A
rch

ives: 
th

e u
n

p
u

b
lish

ed
 reco

rd
s o

f th
e 

H
ouse Select C

om
m

ittee on A
ssas-

sinations, turned over to the C
lerk 

of th
e H

ou
se in

 1979 an
d

 sealed
 

until the year 2029. C
onspiracy the-

orists h
ave lon

g con
ten

d
ed

 th
at 

these "secret" records—
not subject 

to th
e F

reed
om

 of In
form

ation
 

A
ct—

h
old

 critical clu
es to th

e as-
sassination. 

A
m

ong the 400-cubic-feet of doc-
u

m
en

ts in
 th

e com
m

ittee files, for 
exam

ple, are records of staff inter-
view

s, files on inform
ants and, per-

h
ap

s m
ost in

trigu
in

g, a 200-p
lu

s-
page report w

ritten by a com
m

ittee 
staff m

em
ber about O

sw
ald's trip to 

the C
uban and Soviet em

bassies in 
M

exico C
ity a few

 m
on

th
s b

efore 
the assassination. 

Jam
es L

esar, a W
ashington law

-
yer w

ho heads the privately funded 
A

ssassin
ation

s A
rch

ives an
d

 R
e-

search
 C

en
ter an

d
 w

h
o h

as b
een

 
su

in
g th

e govern
m

en
t for m

ore 
th

an
 a d

ecad
e for release of th

e 
files, said

 h
e b

elieves th
e rep

ort 
questions w

hether "it w
as O

sw
ald 

that visited those em
bassies. A

nd if 
it w

as not O
sw

ald, then w
ho the hell 

w
as it?" 
Stone m

akes m
uch of the "secret" 

files in "JFK
," and w

hen the director 
sp

ok
e b

efore th
e N

ation
al P

ress 
C

lub last w
eek, his publicists passed 

out red, w
hite and black "JF

K
 F

ree 
the F

iles" buttons. A
rchives O

fficials 
in

sist th
e sealin

g of th
ose assassi-

nation com
m

ittee records is not as 
suspicious as Stone m

akes it sound. 
U

n
d

er a H
ou

se ru
le, all unpub-

lished records of H
ouse com

m
ittees 

are sealed
 from

 th
e p

u
b

lic for 30  

years, and certain categories—
such 

a
s m

in
u

tes o
f ex

ecu
tiv

e sessio
n

 
m

eetin
gs—

are sealed
 for 50 years, 

sa
id

 B
o

b
 C

o
rren

, w
h

o
 o

v
ersees 

com
m

ittee records at the A
rchives. 

"
R

ecord
s of th

e M
erch

an
t M

arin
e 

C
o
m

m
ittee . . . th

e A
g
ricu

ltu
re 

C
om

m
ittee, they're all closed," said 

C
orren, w

ho added that he has nev-
er taken a look at the JF

K
 files. 

L
esar an

d
 oth

er com
m

ittee crit-
ics say R

ep. L
ouis Stokes (D

-O
hio), 

w
h

o w
as ch

airm
an

 of th
e form

er 
H

ou
se S

elect C
om

m
ittee on

 A
ssas-

sin
a

tio
n

s, a
n

d
 th

e p
a

n
el's ch

ief 
cou

n
sel, G

. R
ob

ert B
lak

ey, h
ave 
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sisten

tly op
p

osed
 calls to rer 

lease the files. B
ut now

, m
om

entum
 

to d
o so is m

ou
n

tin
g. S

tok
es last 

w
eek

 said
 h

e w
as "

exp
lorin

g th
e 

p
ossib

ility"
 of su

p
p

ortin
g a H

ou
se 

resolu
tion

 th
at w

ou
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n

lock
 th

e 
files. 

O
ver at the A

rchives, staff m
em

-
bers are m

ore concerned about an-
oth

er assertion
 in

 S
ton

e's m
ovie—

in
 th

e ep
ilogu

e—
su

ggestin
g th

at 
th

e A
rch

iv
es so

m
eh

o
w

 lo
st th

e 
president's brain. 

It's im
p

o
rta

n
t to

 u
s th

a
t w

e 
clear th

is u
p

,"
 said

 sp
ok

esw
om

an
 

B
rett. 
T

he claim
 w

as first m
ade by C

yril 
W

echt, a prom
inent P

ittsburgh pa-
thologist and longstanding W

arren 
C

om
m

ission
 critic, after h

e w
as 

perm
itted to exam

ine K
ennedy au-

top
sy record

s at th
e A

rch
ives in

 
1972. A

n
 in

ven
tory of m

aterials 
th

at h
ad

 b
een

 tu
rn

ed
 over to K

en
-

n
ed

y's form
er secretary, E

velyn
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Kennedy's personal physician, 
George G. Burkley, in April 1965 
had listed nine categories of autop-
sy-related items, including a "stain-
less steel container—seven inches 
in diameter—containing gross ma-
terial" and microscopic tissue 
slides. 

Wecht said that seven years later 
when he opened the material that 
had been locked in a footlocker, the 
stainless steel container and slides 
were gone. "There's something 
very sinister about this," Wecht said 
yesterday. "It's the most important 
piece of physical evidence in the 
case. At the very least, they [the 
Archives] were inept and negli-
gent." 

But Brett contends the charge is 

• 

unfair. In fact, she said the material 
turned over by Burkley belonged to 
the Kennedy family. She said that a 
few days after Burkley gave the ma-
terial to Lincoln in 1965, a secre-
tary to Sen. Robert F. Kennedy re-' 
trieved it. Not until Oct. 29, 1966, 
did Burke Marshall, a lawyer for the 
Kennedy family, return the material 
in a footlocker to the Archive.4zand.  
officially deed its contents Wthe 
government. 	 fi • 

"We have no idea what happened 
to the gross material and tissue 
slides," said Brett. "But the poicit is 
they were never in the custody of 
the National Archives. . .7"-The 
movie implies they were pared' the 
[Archives] records and that''not 
accurate." 


