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Hamburgers sizzle over WB's `JFK 'release 
B

Y
 L

A
U

R
E

N
C

E
 H

. G
R
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N
IC

H
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W
arn

er B
ro

s. in
 

G
erm

any said it w
ill fight an ad-

m
in

istrativ
e in

ju
n
ctio

n
 fro

m
 au

-
thorities in the C

ity-state of H
am

-
burg, w

ho threatened to fine W
B

 I 
m

illio
n

 d
eu

tsch
e m

ark
s ($

6
2

5
,-

000) if it failed to m
ore w

idely dis-
trib

u
te

 O
liv

e
r S

to
n
e
's "JF

K
" 

am
ong the city's cinem

as. 
A

 sp
o

k
esm

an
 fo

r H
am

b
u

rg
's 

E
co

n
o
m

ics O
ffice, w

h
ich

 also
 

serves as the city's C
artel C

om
m

is-
sion, said the C

artel C
om

m
ission 

has long been active in theater dis-
trib

u
tio

n
 activ

ities in
 H

am
b

u
rg

, 
an

d
 th

at th
e co

m
m

issio
n

's o
rd

er 
w

as the result of long-term
 study. 

"If a (In is playing in m
ore than 

half a dozen cinem
as in other big 

cities, b
u

t n
o

t in
 H

am
b

u
rg

, th
en

 
that's clearly (the result of) adverse 
co

m
p
etitio

n
," said

 C
artel C

o
rn

- 

m
issio

n
 sp

o
k
esm

an
 H

eik
o
 T

o
r-

now
. "Y

ou can't give the cream
 to 

ju
st o

n
e cin

em
a, an

d
 th

e rest g
et 

m
ilk." `JF

K
' preem

 cited 
T

he adm
inistrative order, w

hich 
carries the force of law

 unless over-
turned, cam

e last w
eek after W

arn-
er B

ros. chose a platform
 release 

for "JF
K

." T
he film

 opened at just 
o

n
e 5

0
0

-seat h
all, th

e U
fa/R

iech
 

G
ro

u
p
-o

w
n
ed

 S
treit's th

eater, 
w

h
ich

 trad
itio

n
ally

 h
as b

een
 th

e 
theater for prem

ieres in the H
an-

seatic city. O
ther theater ow

ners in 
H

am
b
u
rg

 filed
 a co

m
p
lain

t w
ith

 
the C

artel C
om

m
ission of unfair 

trad
e p

ractices, w
h
ich

 th
e C

o
m

-
m

ission follow
ed up w

ith its order. 
"I w

ill n
o

t b
e to

ld
 w

h
ere I can

 
play m

y film
s," said W

arners top-
p
er in

 G
erm

an
y
, K

u
rt S

ilb
er-

schneider. "W
e distributors carry 

the risks, and w
e are the ones w

ho 
search for the cinem

as." 

S
ilberschneider said on M

onday 
that a reply already has been pre-
sen

ted
 to

 a H
am

b
u

rg
 co

u
rt in

 an
 

attem
p
t to

 h
av

e th
e C

artel C
o
m

-
m

ission's order overturned. 
H

e said, how
ever, the im

m
ediate 

th
reat o

f a larg
e fin

e h
as fo

rced
 

W
arner B

ros. to offer several m
ore 

co
p
ies o

f th
e film

 in
 H

am
b
u
rg

 
w

hile the challenge is under w
ay. 

H
e said that "JF

K
," w

hich m
ade its 

E
u

ro
p

ean
 p

rem
iere in

 B
erlin

 o
n

 
Jan

. 2
3
, h

as o
p
en

ed
 in

 a seco
n
d
 

750-seat cinem
a in H

am
burg dur-

ing its second w
eek, and four m

ore 
copies are on their w

ay to the H
an-

seatic city. 
"It's not in anybody's best inter-

est w
hen the C

artel C
om

m
ission 

starts to get involved in our busi-
ness," said S

ilberschneider. "A
nd 

this has been going on in H
am

burg 
for years." 

O
f about 16,000 cinem

a seats in 
H

am
burg, m

ost are ow
ned by tw

o 
of G

erm
any's largest cinem

a ow
n-

ers. M
ore than a 55%

 m
arket share 

in the city is held by the U
fa- R

iech 
G

roup and 13%
 by F

lebbe K
inos,  

w
hich is partly ow

ned by D
r. B

odo 
S

criba. A
lcor, the production arm

 
of S

criba's H
am

burg-based com
-

p
an

y
, S

crib
a/D

eh
y

le, w
as a co

-
production partner in the m

aking 
of "JF

K
." 

B
u
t S

crib
a is rep

o
rted

 to
 h

av
e 

sp
ecified

 a p
latfo

rm
 release in

 
H

am
burg for "JF

K
," even though 

that m
eant opening at his com

peti-
to

r's c
in

e
m

a
, th

e
 U

fa
/R

ie
c
h

-
o

w
n

ed
 S

treit's. H
is d

ecisio
n

 re-
p
o
rted

ly
 w

as d
u
e to

 th
e cin

em
a's 

rep
u

tatio
n

 as H
am

b
u

rg
's cin

em
a 

for prem
ieres. S

criba w
as not avail-

able for com
m

ent. 
S

ilberschneider said the C
artel 

C
om

m
ission's decision w

as tanta-
m

o
u

n
t to

 d
ictatin

g
 h

o
w

 a film
 

should be released in G
erm

any_ 
"D

istrib
u
tio

n
 is ju

st d
ifferen

t 
here. G

erm
any has no P

aris, w
here 

you can open the film
 in a single 

cinem
a for all of F

rance to judge its 
success or failure," he said. "Y

ou 
m

ust open here in eight cities, and 
in H

am
burg w

e traditionally open 
in

 o
n

ly
 o

n
e cin

em
a, th

en
 ex

p
an

d
 

later." 


